Corpus Inscriptionum Iudaeae/Palaestinae 
Volume I: Jerusalem. Part 2: 705-1120 


Corpus Inscriptionum 
Iudaeae/Palaestinae 


A multi-lingual corpus of the inscriptions 
from Alexander to Muhammad 


edited by 
Hannah M. Cotton - Leah Di Segni - Werner Eck 
Benjamin Isaac - Alla Kushnir-Stein 
Haggai Misgav - Jonathan Price - Ada Yardeni 


with the assistance of 


Marfa Heimbach - Dirk Kof5mann - Naomi Schneider 


De Gruyter 


Corpus Inscriptionum 
Iudaeae/Palaestinae 


Volume I: Jerusalem 
Part 2: 705-1120 


edited by 
Hannah M. Cotton - Leah Di Segni - Werner Eck 
Benjamin Isaac - Alla Kushnir-Stein 
Haggai Misgav - Jonathan Price - Ada Yardeni 


with contributions by 
Robert Daniel - Denis Feissel - Robert Hoyland 
Robert Kool - Eran Lupu - Michael Stone 
Yana Tchekhanovets 


with the assistance of 


Marfa Heimbach - Dirk Kofómann - Naomi Schneider 


De Gruyter 


Printed with support of the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft 


ISBN 978-3-11-025188-3 
e-ISBN 978-3-11-025190-6 


Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 


A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the Library of Congress. 


Bibliographic information published by the Deutsche Nationalbibliothek 
The Deutsche Nationalbibliothek lists this publication in the Deutsche 
Nationalbibliografie; detailed bibliographic data are available in the Internet 
at http://dnb.d-nb.de. 


© 2012 Walter de Gruyter GmbH & Co. KG, Berlin/Boston 
Typesetting: OLD-Media OHG, Neckarsteinach 
Printing: Hubert & Co. GmbH & Co. KG, Gottingen 
co Printed on acid-free paper 


Printed in Germany 


www.degruyter.com 


Preface to volume I 2 


This second part of Volume I contains the inscriptions from Jerusalem dating from 
AD 70 to the Arab conquest. Circumstances beyond the editors’ control prevented 
its simultaneous appearance with the first part. The inscriptions have been ar- 
ranged on the whole in accordance with the principles described in the preface to 
the first volume: so far as possible, they have been distributed in the two remaining 
chronological groups, “The Roman period from 70 to the reign of Constantine” 
and “Late Antiquity, from Constantine to the Arab conquest” (see I 1 p. vii). 

For the Roman period, which coincides more or less with the existence of Aelia 
Capitolina as a Roman colony, and to which almost all the Latin inscriptions be- 
long, we have followed the principles and the order established in the CIL, dividing 
the texts according to certain topics arranged hierarchically: res sacrae, emperors 
etc. 

A methodological controversy arose about the inscriptions from Late Antiq- 
uity. The majority of editors were in favour of continuing the typological method 
used in all major epigraphic corpora and followed for the earlier periods. Leah Di 
Segni, on the other hand, observed that a large number of inscriptions from Chris- 
tian Jerusalem were found in situ or nearby, in well-defined archaeological com- 
plexes. She therefore argued for a topographical presentation of all inscriptions, of 
all types (except instrumenta), in the sites where they had been found, even if not 
discovered in situ but in secondary use. Their presentation as a group, she believes, 
would add significance to the inscriptions themselves, as well as to the complex. 
Yoram Tsafrir, as archaeological advisor of the project, favored this method too. 
The final decision of the majority, to prefer the typological method, prevailed. 

Accordingly, most of the inscriptions from Late Antiquity are presented in 
two groups: first, texts that are connected in some way to religion, especially to 
churches and other Christian structures and second, funerary inscriptions. The 
inscriptions in these two groups (Christian and funerary) found in situ have been 
arranged topographically, like the funerary inscriptions in the first part. Inscrip- 
tions whose provenance is unknown, however, were arranged by alphabetic order 
of the names of persons appearing in them or some other formulaic elements. 

At the end we have included some addenda and corrigenda to the first part: 
some inscriptions should have been there, but for various reasons could not be in- 
cluded; we became aware of others after volume I 1 had gone to print. An appendix, 
authored by Leah Di Segni, is added at the end, to collect a number of inscriptions 
which, for various reasons, have not been included in the previous chapters. 


Cologne/Jerusalem April 2011 
For all the editors: Werner Eck - Hannah M. Cotton. 
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The Roman period from 70 to the reign of Constantine 


A. Inscriptions of religious character 


705. Latin dedication to Serapis by a vexillatio of legio III Cyrenaica, 116/117 AD 


The stone, now missing, is probably an ashlar, judging from the published photo its 
width exceeds its height, and it is at least a few decimeters thick. 

Meas.: h 47.6, w 83.8 cm; letters 1.1: 7.9 cm; 1.2: 6.4 cm; 1.3: 5.3 cm; 1.4: 6.7 cm; 1.5: 6.4 cm; 
1.6: 3.8 cm (Thomsen I). 


Findspot: In porta ad meridiem Neby-Daud nuper reperta cum valvarum eius una 
corruisset (CIL); “during a storm the gates of Bab Neby Datid (= Gate of the prophet 
David) were blown down, and on the place against which the east door has stood 
open for so many years an inscription was found on a stone built into the wall” 
(Bliss 25); “some 10 feet above the level of the door-sill” (Bliss - Dickie 249), in- 
serted in the wall in secondary use. The Bab Neby Datid is now called Zion Gate. 
Pres. loc.: Allegedly in a Museum in Istanbul: “ce document va prendre le chemin du musée de 
Constantinople” (Germer-Durand); so far we have not been able to locate it. 


[IJOVI-O-M-SARAPIDI 

PRO SALVTE ET VICTORIA 
IMP.NERVAE TRAIANI.CAESARIS 
OPTVMIAVG 
GERMANICLDACICI 
PARTHICLET POPVLI-ROMANI 
VEXILL-LEG-II-CYR-FECIT: 


[I]ovi O(ptimo) M(aximo) Sarapidi | 
pro salute et victoria | Imp(eratoris) 
Nervae Traiani Caesaris | Optumi 
Aug(usti) Germanici Dacici | Parthici 
et populi Romani | vexill(atio) 
leg(ionis) III Cyr(enaicae) fecit 





fig. 705.1 


TOMSARAPIDI S 


 PROSALVIEETVI QUE | 
MPNERVAETRATANCAESARIS 

OPVMIAVCGERMANICIDACICI. 
cus, and of the Roman People, the PARTHIC] ETP OPVUIROMANT 
vexillation of the third legion Cyre- 


naica erected (this...) fig, 705.2 









To Jupiter the Best and Greatest 
Sarapis for the salvation and victory 
of Imperator Nerva Traianus Caesar 
Augustus, the Best, with the victory 
titles Germanicus, Dacicus, Parthi- 





2 The Roman period from 70 to the reign of Constantine 


Comm.: The legio III Cyrenaica participated in Trajan’s Parthian War. That a vexillatio 
of this legion was present in Jerusalem between spring 116 (as suggested by the title 
Parthicus) and Trajan’s death in August 117, and yet before the end of the Parthian War, 
could be connected with the Jewish uprisings in the diaspora and their likely repercus- 
sions in Judaea. The vexillatio was under the command of Lusius Quietus, the first con- 
sular governor of Judaea, who was sent to the province to stamp out any sign of unrest. 

There is no description of the stone to help us determine its function; all we 
know is that its width exceeds its height and that, being inserted in a wall, it must 
have been at least a few decimeters thick. Such a stone could have been either part 
of an altar, whose width exceeded its height, or, more likely, a base for a representa- 
tion of the Egyptian god Serapis. The latter might have been either a statue of the 
god sitting on a chair displaying one of his feet, or just a marble foot with a snake 
wrapped around its ankle, as was often the practice in Serapis’ cult. Large examples 
of such feet were found in many places of the Roman world (cf. K. Lembke, Das 
Iseum Campense in Rom, 1994, 219). A smaller one was excavated in Jerusalem 
(Dussaud, Louvre 28f. Castiglione 42 no. 36 with fig. 19 = no. 709 this vol.) and two 
others in Caesarea (Cotton - Eck). Such a foot could serve as a cult-object, repre- 
senting the god himself and symbolizing his bond with the soldiers. For legionaries 
stationed for a long time in Egypt, as those of the legio III Cyrenaica were, a foot as 
an object of veneration, or a sitting statue of the god, would be appropriate (cf. Stoll). 


Bibl.: P. Batiffol, BSAF 1894, 286 (ed. pr.). - F. Bliss, PEQ 27, 1895, 24f.; J. Germer-Durand, RB 
4, 1895, 239; A. Murray, PEQ 27, 1895, 130 (ph.); K. Zangemeister, ZDPV MN 1, 1895, 21ff. fig. 4 
(ph.); AE 1895, 24 and p. 18, 22, 37; C. Dalton, PEQ 28, 1896, 133ff.; F. Bliss - A. Dickie, Excava- 
tions at Jerusalem 1894-1897, 1898, 249ff. (ph.); CIL 3, 13587; Dessau 4393; Thomsen I no. 1; Vin- 
cent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 4, 879f. fig. 362 (dr.); Thomsen II no. 1; R. Saxer, Untersuchungen 
zu den Vexillationen des rómischen Kaiserheeres von Augustus bis Diokletian, 1967, 27 no. 46; B. 
Lifshitz, in: J. Bibaum ed., Hommage à Marcel Renard 2, 1969, 469; SIRIS no. 362; L. Castiglione, 
ZAS 97, 1971, 30ff.; Y. Meshorer, The Coinage of Aelia Capitolina, 1989, 25f.; Bieberstein - Bloe- 
dhorn 2, 166f.; B. Isaac, in: Tsafrir - Safrai, History 167f. (Hebr.); RICIS 2, 403/0801; Küchler, 
Jerusalem 120, 122 fig. 70 (translation partly to be corrected). - Cf. O. Stoll, in: L. Schumacher 
- O. Stoll eds., Sprache und Kultur in der kaiserzeitlichen Provinz Arabia, 2003, 70ff.; id., in: L. 
De Blois - E. Lo Cascio eds., The Impact of the Roman Army (200 BC-AD 476), 2007, 439ff.; H. 
Cotton - W. Eck, in: J. Patrich ed., Caesarea Excavations, Final Report (in preparation). 


Photo: K. Zangemeister, ZDPV MN 1, 1895, 22 fig. 4; Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 4, 880 
fig. 362 (dr.). 


WE 


706. Latin dedication of a temple to the Genius Africae, end of 2 c. AD (?) 


Slab of limestone with a tabula ansata, broken into three joined fragments; part of 
the left side is lost. 
Meas.: h 63, w 55, d 13 cm; letters ca. 6 cm. 


A. Inscriptions of religious character 3 


Findspot: Found during construction work for the Armenian Library on the 


grounds of the Armenian Patriarchy. 
Pres. loc.: Museum of the Armenian Patriarchy, Jerusalem, inv. no. 303. 
Autopsy: April 1996. 


PRO SALV 

TE IMPERA 
TORIS (hedera) TEM 
PLVM (hedera) GENI 
V AFRICE 


App. crit.: 1.4 Geni, 1.5 
v(exillatio) Africe M.P. 
Speidel (in an unpublished 
paper). 


Pro salu|te impera|toris 
tem|plum Geni | 

V Africe or: Geni | 
v(exillatio) Africe 





For the salvation of the emperor this sanctuary (was dedicated) to the Genius of 
Africa 
or: to the Genius by a vexillation from Africa? 


Comm.: The name of the dedicator does not appear in the first option, which is 
surprising, but the location of the dedicated sanctuary is likely to have made it 
clear, and the use of Latin points to the Roman authority. Together, the two consid- 
erations make it very likely that the sanctuary stood in or near the Roman camp. 
There is no cogent reason to identify the ala I Thracum Mauretana as the dedicator, 
as Thomsen did. 

The Genius Africae to whom the sanctuary might have been dedicated is not 
elsewhere attested in the inscriptions. The combination of the Genius Africae with 
the salus of the emperor leads us to think of Septimius Severus, who hailed from 
Leptis Magna. If this is correct, the text could be dated to the end of the 2 c. AD (Eck). 

M.P. Speidel proposes in an unpublished paper to understand V in1.5 as an ab- 
breviation for vexillatio (which seems possible), but that a vexillation from Africa 
which accompanied Hadrian to the eastern part of the empire during the crisis in 
124 AD remained here for some time is not very likely. 


Bibl.: F.-M. Abel - A. Barrois, RB 40, 1931, 292ff. (ed. pr.). - AE 1931, 111; Thomsen II no. 6A; 
Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 127f.; W. Eck, ZPE 169, 2009, 222f. no. 7. 
Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 

WE 


4 The Roman period from 70 to the reign of Constantine 
707. Latin dedication by Iulius Sabinus, 2-3 c. AD 


Fragment of a slab of limestone, broken on all sides except for the right-hand side, 
where the remainder of the ornamental frame is preserved. The back is only rough- 
ly cut. Red color is partially preserved inside the letters. 

Meas.: h 31, w 35.5, d (on the left side) 12, (on the right side) 14 cm; letters 5-5.2 cm. 


Findspot: Found in 1870 in al-Hanqah as-Salahiya (Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 
217) during the demolition of a building (Clermont-Ganneau, PEQ 3, 103); rep. 
Hierosolymis m. Iul. a. 1860 in opere posita prope ecclesiam S. Sepulcri (CIL 3, 
6638); "sur la terrasse, dite du Khanké" (Clermont- Ganneau, CRAI 1872, 163); 
"nórdlich der Grabeskirche bei der Moschee chankah eingemauert gefunden” 
(Thomsen). 

Pres. loc.: SBF Museum, Jerusalem. Autopsy: 3 November 2005. 


[--]LEG X FR 
[--]LIVS-SABINVS 
[--]NA-PRINCEPS 

[-- VSDEM-D-D 

App. crit.: 1.1 [Genio] CIL and others; 
1.2 [? Corne]lius Clermont-Ganneau 
CRAI; [Luci]lius Bagatti; 1.3 [Veli] na 
CIL and others; 1.4 d(e)d(icavit) 
Clermont-Ganneau CRAT, d(edit) 
d(edicavit) Thomsen I and others; 
d(ecurionum) d(ecreto) Dgbrowa. 


[Name of a god? | name of the 
first dedicator? | his rank?] 
leg(ionis) X Fr(etensis) | [Gaius? 
Iu]lius Sabinus | [--]na princeps | 
[leg(ionis) eijusdem d(ono) d(ederunt) 

Or: 

[Genio] leg(ionis) X Fr(etensis) | [Gaius? Iu]lius Sabinus | [--]na princeps | 
[leg(ionis) eijusdem d(ono) d(edit) 





For [name of a god?, name ofthe first dedicator?, his rank?] in the tenth legion Fre- 
tensis, and Gaius(?) Iulius Sabinus ...na, princeps in the same legion, donated (this). 
or: 

For the genius of the tenth legion Fretensis, Gaius(?) Iulius Sabinus ...na, princeps in 
the same legion, donated (this). 


Comm.: Although only small remains of the letters are preserved in 1.1, the read- 
ing is clear. On the left-hand side, about five or at most six letters are missing, as 
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becomes clear in 11.3 and 4: princeps | [leg. eiJusdem (the V of eiusdem is only half 
preserved, and the rest of the letters are not crowded). The fragment belongs to a 
dedication, as the d.d. at the end proves; it can be understood as d(ono) d(edit/erunt) 
or d(edit/erunt) d(edicavit/verunt) or even d(e)d(icavit/verunt). The restoration of 
any one of these phrases excludes immediately the conjecture that the inscription 
once stood under a statue of a commander of the legio X Fretensis and that LEG X 
FR (in the genitive case) in 1.1 was part of his title (ed. pr.; Lifshitz). In CIL 3, 6638, 
based on a suggestion by Renier, genio is restored in the first preserved line, but 
other restorations are conceivable. For example, the LEG X FR could refer to the 
first dedicator, whose name appeared in the preceding line, now lost. This would 
make Iulius Sabinus, princeps legionis eiusdem, a second dedicator. The first dedi- 
cator would have possessed a higher rank in the legion. 

E. Birley thought that the princeps could be identical with the centurion 
mentioned in PSI 1026 = CIL 16, app. 13 = Daris no. 98 11.12 and 18: (centuria) 
Iuli Sabini (cf. Dabrowa). That must be left open. The nomen gentile Iulius alone 
does not fill the entire space on the left-hand side: at least five or six letters must 
be restored (see above on l.1), nor would an abbreviated version of the praenomen 
(i.e. C) be enough to fill the space. One must restore the complete name: [Gaius 
Iu]lius. The NA in 1.3 are difficult: in CIL 3, 6638 [Veli]na, i.e. [(tribus) Veli]na is 
given, Lifshitz proposed [Quiri]na. But the tribus rarely comes after the name, 
and is normally abbreviated. The origo (i.e. city of origin) or a second cognomen 
are more likely options. 


Bibl.: Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, Athenaeum 2253, 1870, 888 (ed. pr.). - Id., PEQ 3, 1871, 103f.; id., 
CRAI, 1872, 163ff.; Eph. epigr. 2, 345; CIL 3, 6638; Thomsen I no. 6; Bagatti, Flagellazione 138f. 
no. 241 (B. does not understand the content); Thomsen II no. 6; B. Lifshitz, BIES 23, 1958, 53ff. 
(Hebr); E. Dąbrowa, Legio X Fretensis, 1993, 90 no. 22; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 217f.; O. Stoll, 
Zwischen Integration und Abgrenzung, 2001, 312, 469 no. 91. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 


WE 


708. Greek dedication to Zeus on Ecce Homo arch, 2 c.? 


Remains of two lines in large letters of the round alphabet, carefully engraved but 
now hardly legible as the inscribed surface is very much weathered. The stone may 
be in secondary use. 

Meas.: Could not be taken; the inscription cannot be reached. 


Findspot: On the western side of the Ecce Homo arch, over the central span, in the 
first row of stones, on the left, adjacent to the wall of the monastery of the Sisters 
of Zion. 

Pres. loc.: See findspot. 
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[--J AITE[--] 
[--JHTOIZNA[--] 


[--] Ad é[myxdw? -- | -- JH tois 
NA[--] 


... to Zeus who listens to 
prayer(?)... tothe... 


Comm.: Pagan inscription, but 
whether earlier than or con- 
temporary with the arch is im- 
possible to say, though the form of the letters that can still be seen may fit a 
pre-Hadrianic date. The Ecce Homo arch can be ascribed to Hadrian’s building 
plan (H. Geva, NEAEHL 2, 764); it was not a city gate, but a triumphal arch at 
the western entrance of the Eastern Forum of Aelia Capitolina. In view of the 
formula, the inscription is unlikely to be later than the arch, even if it was re- 
used in later repairs. See also comment to no. 773. The epithet émyjxooc, “who 
listens to prayer”, is given to gods and goddesses in the Hellenistic and Roman 
periods: the latest documented in our region belong to the 2-3 c. Examples: SEG 
18, 622 (Hadad and Atargatis, Acco-Ptolemais, Hellenistic period); SEG 20, 389 
(Aphrodite, vicinity of Tyre, early 3 c. BCE); SEG 27, 1018 (Sarapis, amulet of 
Palestinian origin, 2-3 c.); SEG 28, 1433 (Zeus Olympius, H. Mezer, Samaria, 
late 2-early 3 c.); PAES IIIA, 241 (Zeus, Hauran, Roman period); C. Welles, in: 
C. Kraeling ed., Gerasa, 1938, 385, 394, nos. 21, 43 (Arabian God and Artemis, 
150 and 156 CE); SEG 32, 1538 (Leucothea, Gerasa, 2-3 c.); IGLS 21,4 no. 28 (Du- 
sares, Greek-Nabataean bilingual from Petra, 1-2 c.). 





fig. 708 


Bibl.: Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 1-2, 29 fig. 12 (ed. pr.). - Thomsen II no. 7; M.-A. de 
Sion, La forteresse Antonia à Jérusalem et la question du prétoire, 1955, 38; Y. Blomme, RB 86, 
1979, 255ff.; SEG 29, 1611bis; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 368f. no. A; C. Arnould, Les arcs ro- 
mains de Jérusalem, 1997, 48f. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 
LDS 


709. Greek inscription on marble votive foot, 2 c.(?) 


Fragment of right foot of white marble, sandaled; the front part is missing. Inscrip- 
tion of five lines, finely incised on the upper surface. 
Meas.: h 18, w 13 cm (preserved). 


Findspot: Found in the foundations of the medieval vaults of St. Anne's Church, 
ca. 50 m to the NW. 


Pres. loc.: Museum of Louvre, Paris, inv. no. AO 5061. 
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IIONIIH 
IAAOYKI 
AIA 
ANEOH 
KEN 


Tlovry|ta Aovuxtpua | avedy|xev 


Pompeia Lucilia has dedicated (it). 





fig. 709.2 fig. 709.1 


Comm.: From the begin- 
ning, the foot was inter- 
preted as an ex-voto pre- 
sented for a healing (either 
of this limb or of other 
parts of the body). Mauss 
(33, and cf. 5-6, 24-25) took 
it for a Christian ex voto, 
evidence for the identifi- 
cation of the ruins under 
the medieval church of St. 
Anne with the Byzantine 
church of St. Mary, with 
annexed hospital, men- 
tioned by the Piacenza Pilgrim (Antonini Placentini Itinerarium 23, CCSL 175, 141 
where, in fact, the Nea Church is meant). Many scholars accepted the interpretation 
of the foot as an ex voto, and viewed its presence at the site as evidence of the cult of 





fig. 709.3 
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a healing god, Asclepius or Sarapis, a continuation of the tradition attested by the 
gospel (Germer-Durand; Vincent - Abel, 694-695, 888; Leclercq; Wiegand, NTS 12, 
397; Duprez, DB Suppl. 8, 615-616; Kroll; Tsafrir). Other scholars cast doubt on this 
interpretation. Dussaud pointed out that the foot did not necessarily belong to the site 
where it was found: it was a symbol of the completion of a pilgrimage, which might 
have been offered at any pagan shrine in the city. The divine foot is the symbol of 
Sarapis, which would indicate that Pompeia Lucilia’s offering was to Sarapis or to a 
Semitic god identified with Sarapis. A votive foot offered in a shrine can represent the 
epiphany of any godhead or be a token of the dedicator’s visit to a holy place. The foot 
dedicated by Pompeia Lucilia is seen as a “divine foot” by several scholars (Guarducci; 
O. Eissfeldt, Der Gorr Karmel, 1953; Castiglione), while others prefer the latter inter- 
pretation (Jeremias; tentatively Finegan), which seems the most likely. Votive feet with 
a similar meaning were discovered at Caesarea (SEG 46, 1815; CIIP II nos. 1130-1132; 
Cotton - Eck) and Battir (Bethar in Judaea: Bagatti, Judaea 28). The monumental foot 
found on Mount Carmel (SEG 14, 832) is also a votive offering but clearly represents 
the divine foot of Sarapis rather than the dedicator’s visit to the holy place. 


Bibl.: Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, Revue de l'instruction publique en Belgique 11, 1868, 29 Oc- 
tober (non vidi); W. Waddington in the name of Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, CRAI 1868, 332ff. 
(edd. prr.). - A. Héron de Villefosse, Comptes rendus de la société francaise de numismatique et 
d'archéologie 4, 1873, 1f. (non vidi); id., Notice des monuments provenant de la Palestine et con- 
servés au Musée du Louvre (Salle Judaique), 1876, 17f. no. 9; Ch. Mauss, La piscine de Bethesda 
à Jérusalem, 1888, 3 fig. 2 (dr.); J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 587 no. 53; L. Cré, RB 2, 1893, 
262 (dr.); BE 1893, p. 289; Dussaud, Louvre 27-30 no. 9 (ph.); Thomsen I no. 220; Vincent - Abel, 
Jérusalem nouvelle 4, 669-742 at 694; Abel, DACL 2360; H. Leclercq, DACL 14,1, 1939, 819f. fig. 
10197 (dr.); Thomsen II no. 220; J. Jeremias, Die Wiederentdeckung von Bethesda, 1949, 18; M. 
Guarducci, RPAA 19, 1942, 336f.; BE 1955, 244; D. Wiegand, NTS 12, 1966, 392-404; Finegan, 
Archaeology 77; L. Castiglione, ZAS 97, 1971, 41f.; A. Duprez, Dictionnaire de la Bible Suppl. 8, 
1972, 606-21; G. Kroll, Auf den Spuren Jesu, 1988, 253 no. 4; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 165ff.; 
Y. Tsafrir, in: Tsafrir - Safrai, History, 158 (Hebr.). - Cf. N. van der Vliet, Saint Marie ot elle est 
née et la piscine Probatique, 1938; A. Duprez, Bible et Terre Sainte 86, 1966, 5-15 fig. 17 (ph.); K. 
Dunbabin, JRA 3, 1990, 85-109; H. Geva, NEAEHL 2, 1993, 746, 781; H. Cotton - W. Eck, in: J. 
Patrich ed., Caesarea Excavations. Final Report (in preparation). 


Photo: Courtesy of Museum of Louvre, Paris; Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 4, 695 fig. 281 
(dr.). 
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710. Greek dedication on base of marble statue, 3 c. 


Inscription of two lines engraved on the base of a statue of gray marble, of which 
only the lower part is preserved. Lunate sigma and w-shaped omega. 
Meas.: h 120, w (at the bottom) 66; base h 10 cm; letters 2-5 cm. 


Findspot: Found south of the southern wall of the Temple Mount enclosure. 
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Pres. loc.: Israel Academy of Sciences and Humanities, IAA inv. no. 1994-1683. 


OYAAEPIAAIMIAIANH 
EEYIIOXZXEXEOXANEOHKE 


App. crit.: 1.2 tmopxécews Peleg, 
based on Mazar’s translation; 
bnooxecews Pleket in SEG. 





Ovarepia Aip.uavy, | ££ 
bmocxevews avebyxe 


Valeria Aemiliana dedicated (the statue) 
following a vow. 


Comm.: Peleg identified the statue as one of the 
mass-produced female statues from Asia Minor, 
from the later period of production, in the 3 c. As 
a votive statue, it was set up in the sacred space 
of a temple. Valeria Aemiliana is otherwise un- 
known. 


Bibl.: Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 398 no. 9 (ed. pr.). - B. 
Mazar, The Mountain of the Lord, 1975, 237f. (ph.); O. 
Peleg, in: A. Faust - E. Baruch eds., New Studies on Jeru- 
salem 7, 2001, 130 (Hebr); SEG 51, 2024. 





fig. 710.2 
Photo: IAA. 


LDS 


711. Hymn to the Moon(?), 1-2 c. CE 


"[L'inscription] est gravée sur une pierre assez tendre, et tout n'est pas lisible, mais 
ce qui reste suffit pour en donner une idée assez nette" (Germer-Durand 259). In 
his diplomatic transcription one sees square sigma and w-shaped omega. 

Meas.: h 16, w 27 cm; letters 0.8 cm (Germer-Durand 259). 


Findspot: Copied in Jerusalem. 


META [--] 

EYIIAOKA[--] 

TAIANOAHN[--] 
AIZYMNHTIMAKAIP[--]KEPEIAKAYTE 
AAMIJAIAHAAMIJAI[--J9OTOHZONEYAK[--] 


10 The Roman period from 70 to the reign of Constantine 


HAYXONONAMAGSAXIIANTOXOIKOYTOITIEPA[.| 
IKEOAHTAYPOIIIDAEXZDOPEKYANOIIEILAE 
EYXHXEINEKATHZTONAEZAOYATOIION 


App. crit.: Restored by J. Germer-Durand. 


Méyas [--] | &9rAéxa [--] | yaiav dAny [--] | aicunvyti paxaiple, dye (?)] xepeta, 
xrvté. | Adul lat dy Adurar [ix], pwtoioov, edadx[ti], | ROvcov, Qv dudkac, mavrd¢ 
olxou Tò mrépa [c]. | "Ixeo On, taupõn, aeodópe, xvavoTenAe, | ofc elvexa THs, 
TOvdE coca TÓTOV 


1.7f.: Come, bull-faced, light-bearing, dark-veiled, on account of this prayer, preserv- 
ing this place. 


Comm.: The inscription is said by Germer-Durand to have belonged to the collec- 
tion of the Russian archimandrite Antonin. Thomsen assumed a forgery. Vincent 
professed to have seen the inscription in the archimandrite’s collection but to have 
been unable to retrace it on behalf of Seyrig, who argued for authenticity against 
Thomsen. Feissel (written communication to H. Cotton, September 2003, cf. BE 
2003) supported authenticity. Germer-Durand interpreted the text as a hymn to 
the sun. Seyrig concluded that the combination of adjectives taupémc (bull-faced, 
ie. horned, the horns being the tips of a superimposed crescent moon; cf. 1.4), 
daecdópos (light-bearing), and xvavómnenAoc (dark-veiled) in 1.7 referred rather to 
the moon; she is summoned here as a poliad - city protecting - goddess. As the 
text stands, it defies in parts both translation and scansion (only the last distich is 
metrically correct, as Seyrig noted). Some of the responsibility for these faults may, 
as Seyrig pointed out, rest with the transcription (note inconsistency between the 
diplomatic transcription and text in the second to last word - a typographical er- 
ror?). The date is approximate, based on letter forms. 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, RB 3, 1894, 259 no. 3 (ed. pr.). - Thomsen I no. 1*; H. Seyrig, Syria 12, 
1931, 319f. no. 2; L. Vincent, RB 44, 1935, 312 n. 2; SEG 8, 225; Thomsen II no. 1*; BE 2003, 556. 


EL 
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B. Emperors and senators 


712. Latin imperial building inscription, 71/72 AD 


Limestone slab, of which only the left part is preserved. The slab was reworked for 
reuse, and the upper edge was damaged. The inscription was set in a tabula ansata, 
part of which is visible in the lower left-hand corner. 1.4: O with a cross inside; there 
was probably a fifth line, of which only a hedera is preserved; the short text of this 
line stood in the middle of the inscription, perhaps in smaller letters. 

Meas.: h 57, w 59, d 38 cm; letters 11.1 and 4: 5.5 cm; 1.2-3: 5 cm. 


Findspot: Found at Deir el-Azhar near Abu Gosh at the Roman road from Jerusa- 
lem to Lydda. 

Pres. loc.: In the Church Santa Maria “Foederis Arca” in Abu Gosh. Autopsy: 21 June 1998; 3 
November 2006. 


IMP (hedera) CAE[--] 
IMP (hedera) T[--] 
SEX (hedera) LV [--] 
COH[--] 

(hedera) [--] 


App. crit.: 1.2 IMP all previous 
eds.; 1.3 SEX almost all previ- 
ous eds. 


Imp(erator) Cae[s(ar) 
Vespasianus Augustus] | 
Imp(erator) T(itus) 
[Caesar Vesp(asiani) 
Aug(usti) fil(ius)] | Sex(to) 
Lu[cilio Basso leg(ato) 
Aug(usti) pr(o) pr(aetore)] | 
coh(orti) [--| fecerunt?] 





fig. 712 


Imperator Caesar Vespasianus Augustus (and) Imperator Titus Caesar, son of 
Vespasianus Augustus, (have erected this building) under Sextus Lucilius Bassus, 
governor with praetorian rank, for the cohors... 


Comm.: The inscription probably attests the building of a camp for a cohors either 
ofthe legio X Fretensis or, more likely, for an auxiliary cohors, which was stationed 
at Abu Gosh (cf. no. 735), under the care of Sextus Lucilius Bassus, the second sena- 
torial governor of Judaea, from the summer of71 to 73, who bore the title of legatus 
Augusti pro praetore (until summer 71 AD he was prefect of the Misene fleet). As 
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often elsewhere, Vespasian and Titus are represented here as directly responsible 
for the building of the camp. 


Bibl.: L. Vincent, RB 16, 1907, 414ff. (ed. pr.). - Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 246ff. (dr.); Fischer - 
Isaac - Roll, Roads II 119f. 429 pl. 94f.; W. Eck, SCI 18, 1999, 109ff.; AE 1999, 1689; W. Eck, ZDPV 
117, 2001, 54£; W. Eck, in: L. Schiffman ed., Semitic Papyrology in Context, 2003, 131£; id., Rom 
und Judaea 78f. - For Lucilius Bassus, cf. PIR? L 379. 


Photo: WE. 
WE 


713. Fragmentary Latin inscription with the victory title Dacicus 


Fragmentary plaque of bluish-white marble, broken on all sides. The back is 
charred. The letters are deeply incised; remains of red color preserved in some let- 
ters. Incised horizontal guidelines for the letters. 

Meas.: h 21, w 15.7, d 3.3 cm; letters 6.5 cm. Space between lines 2.2 cm. 


Findspot: Found in 2009 in the Giv'ati Parking Lot excavations, above a floor dated 
to the Byzantine period, in a fill (courtesy of E. Shukrun). 
Pres. loc.: Har Hotzvim, IAA. Autopsy: 17 March 2010. 


[-IVM4-] 
[--]DACICI[--] 
[- 


[--]+um [--|-- Traiani Aug(usti) Germ(anici)] 
Dacici [--|--] 


... of the emperor Trajan, victor over the Germans, 
victor over the Dacians ... 





Comm.: The type of the inscription cannot be 
determined with certainty. The thinness of the 
plaque suggests that it belonged to the facing of a 
base for the honorary statue ofa person. The imperial title, Dacicus, may have been 
mentioned in connection with the honored person's military or administrative of- 
fice or career. The [--/+um in the first line could be the end of the nomen gentile 
of the honored in the accusative case. If honored in Jerusalem under Trajan, i.e. 
before the foundation of Aelia Capitolina, he can only have been the governor of 
the province. But this is by no means certain, since Trajan's name and victory titles 
appear in Roman officials' career inscriptions after his death as well. For the accu- 
sative (instead of the dative) one could give many other examples from the Greek- 
speaking East. Alternatively, the victory title could have been part of a pro salute 
formula, or something similar. In the latter case, it would be difficult to fit in the 


fig. 713 
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three letters preserved in 1.1. Dacicus, although a victory title of Trajan, was borne 
by other emperors as well (Maximinus Thrax, Decius, Aurelianus, Constantinus). 
Nevertheless, the great majority of all inscriptions displaying it refer to Trajan. 
Bibl.: Unpublished. 

Photo: W. Ameling. 


WE 


714. Fragmentary Latin inscription 


Fragmentary plaque of white marble, broken on all sides. The letters are deeply 
incised; remains of red color preserved in the letters. 
Meas.: h 6, w 6, d 2.8 cm; letters ca. 5.5 cm. 


Findspot: Found in 2009 in the Giv'ati Parking Lot excavations, above a floor dated 
to the Byzantine period, in a fill, locus 212, basket 553 (courtesy of E. Shukrun). 
Pres. loc.: Har Hotzvim, IAA. Autopsy: 17 March 2010. 


[--JER[--] 


Comm.: Found not far from no. 713, but probably does not 
belong to it, because of the difference in thickness. 


Bibl.: Unpublished. 





Photo: W. Ameling. 


715. Latin building inscription of an arch (or a column) 
erected for Hadrian, 117-138 AD 


Large slab of limestone; the front is very smooth, the back is rough, indicating that 
the stone was inserted into a structure. The stone was cut for reuse at the top as 
indicated by the damage to the tops ofthe letters in the first line (see especially the 
C). The inscription was set in a tabula ansata, visible on the left side ofthe stone. 
Meas.: h 100, w 100, (originally ca. 3-3.5 m, inferred from the reconstruction ofthe 
text), d 33 cm; letters 1.2-3: 13 cm; 1.4: 11.5 cm. 


Findspot: “Dans un champ d'oliviers situé en face du convent de Saint-Etienne, 
prés de la porte de Damas, non loin du mur d'enceinte septentrional de Jéru- 
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salem, ont amené la decouverte d'une grande mosaique trés bien conservée...; 
d'une base de colonne de la dimension de celles qui sont déposées dans le cou- 
vent; enfin, de deux grandes dalles contenant chacune les fragments d'une mag- 
nifique inscription romaine d'un charactére vraiment monumentale" (Clermont- 
Ganneau 1903, 487). 

Pres. loc.: SBF Museum, Jerusalem. Autopsy: first time July 1997, last time 22 January 2009. 


IMP-CAE[--] 
PARTHIC[--] 
TRAIANO [--] 
PONT.-MA[--] 
les] 


App. crit.: If after PARTHIC there 

are remains of a vertical hasta as 
Clermont Ganneau 1903, 487 n. 1 
maintains, it does not belong to a 
finallof Parthici, but to an F of f(ilio), 
because the distance between the 
final C of Parthic and the assumed I 
would be too big when compared to 
the distance between the other letters. 
There is not enough space for includ- 
ing the tribunicia potestas in 1.4. fig. 715 





Imp(eratori) Cae[sari divi Traiani] | Parthic(i) [f(ilio) divi Nervae n(epoti)] | Traia- 
no [Hadriano Aug(usto)] | pont(ifici) ma[x(imo) co(n)s(uli) III p(atri) p(atriae) | 
-- d(ecurionum) d(ecreto)?] 


For Imperator Caesar Traianus Hadrianus Augustus, son of the deified Traianus 
victor over the Parthians, grandson of the deified Nerva, high priest, consul for the 
third time, father of the fatherland, the arch(?) was built by the decision of the city 
council(?). 


Comm.: The form and size of the stone suggest that the inscription may have been 
part of an arch with the statue of Hadrian on top, which may have been erected by 
the city council of the newly founded Roman colony. Blomme proposes an interest- 
ing reconstruction: the inscription was fixed on a big basis of a column, on which 
stood a statue of Hadrian (fig. in Küchler). This, too, seems possible. Cf. no. 717. 


Bibl.: Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, CRAI 1903, 487ff. no. 10 (ed. pr.). - R. Savignac, RB 13, 1903, 
93ff.; Clermont- Ganneau, RAO 6, 188ff. no. 10; Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 1-2, 36; 
Thomsen I no. 3a; Thomsen II no. 3; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 144ff.; C. Arnould, Les arcs 
romains de Jérusalem, 1997, 247ff.; B. Isaac, in: Tsafrir - Safrai, History 170f. (Hebr.); Y. Blom- 
me, Aelia Capitolina. Jérusalem à l'époque romaine (without date, but before 2007; cited by 
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Küchler); W. Eck, in: Festschrift G. Stemberger 157f.; id., Rom und Judaea 69f.; Küchler, Je- 
rusalem 362ff., 974. 


Photo: G. Nalbandian. 
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716. Latin building inscription with the name of Hadrian, 117-138 AD 


Block of limestone, original edge at the top and at the left side is preserved. 
Meas.: h 38, w 49 cm; letters 1.1: 16 cm; 1.2: 11 cm. 


Findspot: Found during excavations undertaken “in the vast tract of ground be- 
longing to the Russian Government and situated east of the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre" (Clermont-Ganneau, PEQ). 

Pres. loc.: Set into a wall in the Museum of the Russian Orthodox Palestine Society, Jerusalem. 
Autopsy: 10 June 2006. 


IMP[--] 

PART[--] 

[--] 

App. crit.: 1.1 IMP C Germer-Durand. 
Imp(eratori) [Caes(ari) divi Traiani] | 


Part[hici f(ilio) divi Nervae | n(epoti) 
Traiano Hadriano | Aug(usto) --|--] 





For Imperator Caesar, son of the dei- 
fied Traianus, victor over the Parthians, grandson of the deified Nerva, Traianus 
Hadrianus Augustus ... 


Comm.: The preserved part of the inscription is written on a block of stone that was 
inserted into a structure made up of such blocks: either an arch or a gate erected in 
honour of Hadrian. According to Vincent - Abel it was an arch built in the forum 
of the colony. 

The restoration of Trajan’s name is impossible: it would yield lines extremely 
uneven in length. The dedicator could have been the newly founded Roman Colo- 
nia Aelia Capitolina. 


Bibl.: Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, PEQ 16, 1884, 194 (ed. pr.). - Eph. epigr. 5, 1329; H. Guthe, ZDPV 
8, 1885, 256; J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 378f.; Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 99; CIL 3, 6640 = 
12080; Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 1-2, 80f. fig. 49; Thomsen I no. 2; Bieberstein - Bloed- 
horn 2, 208; W. Eck, in: Festschrift G. Stemberger 158f.; id., Rom und Judaea 70ff. 


Photo: WE. 
WE 
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717. Latin dedication to an emperor, probably Hadrian, 117-138 AD 


Limestone slab; the front is very smooth, the back is rough, which shows that the 
stone was inserted into a structure. The top of the stone was cut off for reuse, and 
consequently the letters in 1.1 lost probably a third of their original height. No pre- 
vious edition has drawn attention to the presence of an uninscribed third line be- 
tween 1.2 with the letters MO and 1.4 with OS LIB EIVS; this together with the 
fact that in the case of all the other lines, line end and word end coincide, make it 
certain that this is the right-hand slab of a multi-slab inscription (see comment). 
Meas.: h 100, w 74, d 22-29 cm; letters 1.2: ca. 14 cm; 1.4: 12 cm; 1.5-6: 10.5 cm. 


Findspot: See no. 715. 
Pres. loc.: SBF Museum, Jerusalem. Autopsy: first time July 1997, last time, 22 January 2009. 


[--]INER 
[--]MO 

[--] vacat 

[--]OS LIB EIVS 
[--]X FR ET II 
[--]XII FVLM 
[=] 


vacat 


App. crit.: ...[im]peratori ?... 

[? opti]mo... [et coni(ugi ?) at]q(ue) 
lib(eris) eius, [vex(illationes) legionum 
(decimae)] Fr(etensis) et (secundae) 
[Traianae Fortis et] (duodecimae) 
Fulm(inatae) Clermont-Ganneau; 

1.1 LIV... V Savignac; 1.4 OS Savignac. 


A hypothetical reconstruction 
could be: 

[? Imp(eratori) Caes(ari) divi 
Traiani Parth(ici) f(ilio) div]i 
Ner[v(ae) n(epoti) | ? Traiano 
Hadriano Aug(usto) ponti- 
fici maxi]mo | [? trib(unicia) 
pot(estate) XIX/XX imp(eratori) II co(n)s(uli) III p(atri) p(atriae) | --]os lib(ertus) 
eius | [ ? per vexill(ationes) leg(ionum) -- et] X Fr(etensis) et II | [Trai(anae?) et -- 
et -- et] XII Fulm(inatae) | [--] 





fig. 717 


For Imperator Caesar Traianus Hadrianus Augustus, son of the deified Traianus 
Parthicus, grandson of the deified Nerva [-- name --]us, his freedman (had erected/ 
built this) with the help of the vexillations of the legions ... and X Fretensis and II 
(Traiana?) and ... and ... and XII Fulminata. 
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Comm.: The fragment belongs to the right-hand side of a monumental building 
inscription. It was commissioned by a freedman, in honor of an emperor, and built 
by detachments of at least five legions. The remains of the name and titulature of 
the emperor in 11.1 and 2, together with the allusion to the legio X Fretensis and 
XII Fulminata, point to Hadrian, for it is very likely that the legio XII Fulminata 
participated in suppressing the Bar Kochba revolt, as did the legio X Fretensis. It 
is hard to explain why an imperial freedman was involved in the erection of the 
building or monument. For a more detailed explanation of the reconstruction of 
this lacunose text, see Eck. 


Bibl.: Ch. Clermont- Ganneau, CRAI 1903, 487ff. no. 11 (ed. pr.). - AE 1904, 91; R. Savignac, 
RB 13, 1904, 93ff.; Clermont-Ganneau, RAO 6, 188ff. no. 11; Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nou- 
velle 1-2, 36; Thomsen I no. 3b; Thomsen II no. 3; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 144ff.; B. Isaac, 
in: Tsafrir - Safrai, History 170f. (Hebr.); Küchler, Jerusalem 362; W. Eck, ZPE 169, 2009, 224ff 
no. 8. 


Photo: G. Nalbandian. 
WE 


718. Statue base with a Latin inscription for the 
emperor Antoninus Pius, 138 AD 


A rectangular block of stone, probably limestone. No details are visible since the 
stone is inserted in a wall. 1.1: O at the end is much smaller than the other letters; 
DD in 14 are larger than the other letters and precisely centered on the stone. 
Meas.: h ca. 60, w ca. 80-90 cm (rough estimate, inferred from that of blocks com- 
parable in size near the bottom of the wall). 


Findspot: The stone block is inserted, upside down, high in the southern wall ofthe 
Ummayad palace on the Haram (Temple Mount). 
Pres. loc.: See findspot. Autopsy: 6 June 2006. 


TITO AEL HADRIANO 
ANTONINO AVG PIO 
P P PONTIF AVGVRI 
EXDDPP 


App. crit.: Above the preserved text 
a line with [Imp(eratori) Caes(ari)], 
is unnecessarily and gratuitously 
restored in CIL and often repeated XX P. e Rc 
in various editions, sometimes even fig. 718.1 
without square brackets; 1.3 augur(i) 

CIL; 1.4 d(ecreto) d(ecurionum) CIL. 





MOMS E 
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Tito Ael(io) Hadriano | Antonino Aug(usto) Pio | p(atri) p(atriae) pontif(ici) au- 
guri | ex d(ecreto) d(ecurionum) p(ecunia) p(ublica) 


For Titus Aelius Hadrianus Antoninus Pius Augustus, father of his country, pon- 
tifex, augur (a statue was erected) by the decision of the city councillors at public 
expense. 


Comm.: The city council erect- 
ed a statue for Antoninus Pius 
shortly after the beginning of his 
reign in June 138 AD. Between 
his adoption by Hadrian in Feb- 
ruary 138 and the beginning of 
his reign in June ofthe same year, 
Antoninus was a member of the 
two priestly colleges of the pon- 
tifices and augures (he belonged = 
to at least one of the two already ] fig. 718.2 
before). However, these priestly 

offices ceased to be attested in Antoninus Pius' inscriptions after Hadrian's death, 
when, as the reigning emperor, he became pontifex maximus, high priest of the 
Roman state. It is therefore peculiar that the city councillors were not aware of this 
custom when erecting a statue for Antoninus Pius shortly after the beginning of 
his reign in June 138 AD. 





The statue may have been an equestrian one, given the base's width: more 
than 80 cm. The pilgrim of Bordeaux (Itinerarium Burdigalense 591,4) mentions 
two statues of Hadrian on the Temple Mount. The assumption that he saw this 
statue of Antoninus Pius and misinterpreted the name as that of Hadrian, rather 
than that of his adopted son (as Germer-Durand, Vincent - Abel and Murphy- 
O'Connor believed), has nothing to support it since the findspot ofthe base high 
in the southern wall of the Ummayad palace on the Haram need not imply that 
the statue itself was originally erected on the Temple Mount. For more details see 
Eck 213ff. 


Bibl.: E. Smith, Bibliotheca Sacra 1, 1843, 562 (ed. pr.). - Krafft, Topographie, 73; F. Tuch, ZDMG 
4, 1850, 253, 395; J. Barclay, City ofthe Great King, 1857, 491f.; Waddington no. 1895; J. Germer- 
Durand, RB 1, 1892, 380; CIL 3, 116 = 6639; Thomsen I no. 4; Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 
4, 887; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 148f.; J. Murphy-O'Connor, RB 101, 1994, 410f. Küchler, Jeru- 
salem 309 fig. 145; W. Eck, ZPE 169, 2009, 213ff. no. 1. 


Photo: WE. 


WE 
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719. Latin building inscription of an arch for Septimius Severus 
and his family, probably between 202 and 205 AD 


Large limestone slab which seems to have originally been attached to similar 
slabs on the left side, since none of the letters on the left edge is damaged, which 
would be very unlikely had a larger slab been broken or sawn through later. Thus 
the left edge of this slab is original. The stone was obviously reused later as part 
of a staircase, as the letters on the left side are worn, whereas those on the right 
side are more or less intact. This indicates that the stone was at the time exposed 
on the left-hand side, but protected by the next step on its right side. 1.4: MM in 
ligature. 


Meas.: h 109, w 99, d on the left upper corner 25, the right upper corner 12, the left 
lower corner 35, the right lower corner ca. 28 cm. Letters between 12.5 cm in 1.1, 
and 10 cm in 1.6. Below 1.6 there is an empty space, 19 cm high, for a 7th line; but 
the text of this line is not preserved, since - being short and centered - it did not 
reach beyond the break. 


Findspot: Found in 1969, during the excavations on the southern side of the Temple 
Wall in Jerusalem. 


Pres. loc.: Knesset Archaeological Garden, Jerusalem, IAA inv. no. 1994-3644. Autopsy: 3 June 


fio DA 


TX 






--JADIAB (hedera) PARTH 
--]CAES M (hedera) AVR (hedera) 


ij y» 
--|ET IVLIAE (hedera) AVG (hedera) M. 


E-] 

Fe] 

[>] 

[--]IA KAP COMMO 

[--] wy 
Es 

Fal 









--]RIO (hedera) SVMPTV 
--]PR (hedera) CVRANTE 


-| vacat 








App. crit.: [Imp(eratori) Caes(ari) 
L(ucio) Septimio Severo Aug(usto) 
Arab(ico)] ADIAB(enico) 
PARTH(ico) | [Max(imo) Pio P(atri) 
P(atriae) Juliae Domnae Aug(ustae) 
Imp(eratori)] CAES(ari) M(arco) 
AVR(elio) | [Antonino Aug(usto) 
Parth(ico) Max(imo) Pio Fulv(iae) 
Pla] VTILLAE AVG(ustae) | [P(ublio) 
Sept(imio) Severo Getae nob(ilissimo) fig. 719 
Caes(ari) Col(onia) Ael]LA 

KAP(itolina) COMMO|[diana --] | [suo] SVMPTV | [-- decem] PR(imo) CVRANTE edd. prr. 
Restorations by Lifshitz are erroneous; the reconstruction follows Cotton - Eck. 
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[Imp(eratori) Caes(ari) L(ucio) Septimio Severo Pio Pertinaci Aug(usto) Arab(ico)] 
Adiab(enico) Parth(ico) | [max(imo), pont(ifici) max(imo), trib(unicia) pot(estate) 
--, imp(eratori) XI(?), co(n)s(uli) III, p(atri) p(atriae) et Imp(eratori)] Caes(ari) 
M(arco) Aur(elio) | [Antonino Aug(usto) et P(ublio) Septimio Getae nobilissimo 
Caes(ari)] et Iuliae Aug(ustae) | [matri Aug(usti) et Caes(aris) et (?)Fulviae Plautil- 
lae Aug(ustae) col(onia) Ael]ia Kap(itolina) Commo|[diana -- prop]rio sumptu | 
[fecit, dedicante(?) -- leg(ato) Augg(ustorum) pro] pr(aetore) curante | [--] 


To Imperator Caesar Lucius Septimus Severus Pius Pertinax Augustus victor over 
the Arabs and the Adiabenians, greatest victor over the Parthians, high priest, in- 
vested with tribunician power for the ... time, acclaimed as victor for the eleventh(?) 
time, consul for the third time, father of his country, and to Imperator Caesar 
Marcus Aurelius Antoninus Augustus and to Publius Septimius Geta, the noblest 
Caesar, and to Iulia Augusta, mother of an Augustus and a Caesar and to Fulvia 
Plautilla Augusta(?), the Colonia Aelia Kapitolina Commodiana built the arch with 
its own money; ... the governor of the Augusti with the rank of a propraetor dedi- 
cated (the arch), ... was in charge of the erection. 


Comm.: The size and form of the inscription suggest that it belonged to an arch 
erected for Septimius Severus and his family. If Plautilla Augusta, the wife of Cara- 
calla, was included in the inscription, then the arch was erected between 202 AD, 
when Caracalla maried Plautilla, and 205 AD, when Plautilla was murdered. An 
unknown governor dedicated the arch; at the end, a magistrate of the colony was 
probably mentioned who had been responsible for the erection of the arch. 

Since the slab is very heavy, it is unlikely to have been transported over a long 
distance for reuse, and consequently the arch would have stood in the vicinity of 
the Temple Mount. 


Bibl.: M. Avi-Yonah, EI 9, 1969, 175f. (Hebr.), 139* (E.S.) pl. 47,6; id., in: B. Mazar ed., The Exca- 
vations in the Old City of Jerusalem. Preliminary Report ofthe First Season 1968, 1969, 22ff. pl. 
XIL6 (edd. prr.). - B. Lifshitz, in: ANRW II 8, 1978, 485f.; AE 1984, 914; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 
2, 398; H. Cotton - W. Eck, in: E. Dąbrowa ed., Donum Amicitiae, 1997, 11ff.; AE 1997, 1562; 
W. Eck, in: Y. Eliav - E. Friedland - S. Herbert eds., The Sculptural Environment of the Roman 
Near East, 2008, 279ff. 


Photo: IAA. 


WE 
720. Latin building inscription which belongs to an arch, after 
the foundation of the Colonia Aelia Capitolina 


Fragment ofa limestone slab, broken on all sides except for a small part at the base, 
where the original edge is preserved. The surface is partly chipped off, especially 
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on the right-hand side. The text comes to an end with a simple line drawn along the 
slab ca. 25 cm above its lower edge. Below the last line, under the letters MO, there 
are marks which cannot be positively identified as letters. The letters in 1.1 may 
have been erased; they were definitley erased in 1.2. 

Meas.: h ca. 92, w ca. 115, d ca. 27 cm; inscribed area: h 69, w 97 cm; letters 11.5 cm; 
the inscription ends 24 cm above the bottom rim. 


Findspot: The findspot is not certain. The fragment was "found" by Khader Salameh, 
the director of the Islamic Museum, on the Haram ash-Sharif (Temple Mount), 
leaning against the "outer wall of the museum in the courtyard among columns 
and capitals lining the north wall of the museum building" it had not been there 
before 1970/71 when the museum was set up (kind communication by Robert 
Schick, 5 Feb. 2010), but is likely to have been found not far from the area under the 
Wadf’s jurisdiction, and not far from its original location. 

Pres. loc.: Islamic Museum in the Haram, Jerusalem. Autopsy: April 2000. 


[[[--]OS-E/S[--}]] 

[[[-- VN IAVI A[--]]] or 
[[[--]V L FLAVI A[--]] 
[--]M-ARCVM-DE-P[--] 
[--]IO-ATHENAG[--] 
[--] MAXIMO.[--] 


App. crit.: [-- ob Iudaeos 
devict]os e[t Hierosolymam 
deletam? --] | [[-- iuss]u L(uci) 
Flavi A [(uli?) f(ili) Vel(ina) 
Silvae Noni Bassi --]] | [--]m? 
arcum de f[oro? --] | [curan- 
te --]io (?) Athenag[ora--] | 
[--Laberio] Maximo 
[proc(uratore)? --] Griill 2006; fig. 720 
for a critical discussion see 

Cotton - Eck. 





[[[--]OS E/S[--|--] VN IAVI A[--]]] | [--]m arcum de p[ecunia --|-- curante --]io 
Athenag[ora--|--] Maximo [--] 


(For the emperor ... someone built) an arch with (public?) money ... responsible was? 
...ius Athenagoras, under? the ... Maximus. 


Comm.: The arch was probably erected by the colony of Aelia Capitolina to 
honor a reigning emperor, and therefore cannot be dated before Hadrian. 1.1 
of the fragment (which was not the first line of the inscription) may have been 
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erased. It may have contained part of an emperor’s titles. 1.2 shows clear signs 
of a deliberate, but not thorough, erasure, which makes it impossible to restore 
the name of the “erased”; nor can the function the latter performed in connec- 
tion with the erection of the arch be recovered. As for the two people mentioned 
in the last two lines, [...Jius Athenagoras and [...] Maximus: the first is likely 
to have been a citizen, perhaps a magistrate, of the colony of Aelia Capitolina 
which, although not mentioned in the preserved part, is likely to have initiated 
the erection of the arch. The presence of Aelia Capitolina is the only plausible 
and natural context for the dedication in Latin of a monumental arch to a Ro- 
man emperor with the statue, which, as we know from inscriptions and coins, 
never failed to accompany such a monument. That Maximus was a Roman of- 
ficial of the province Syria Palaestina must remain a hypothesis. Since the frag- 
ment was probably found on the Temple Mount, the arch could not have stood 
far away. For criticism of Grüll's fantastic and impossible reconstruction see 
Cotton - Eck. 


Bibl.: T. Grill, American Schools of Oriental Research Newsletter 55,3, 2005, 16f. (= Albright 
News 10, 2005, 13); id., in: Z. Visy ed., Limes XIX, 2005, 901ff. (edd. prr.). - W. Eck, in: Fest- 
schrift G. Stemberger 159ff.; AE 2005, 1588; T. Grüll, IEJ 56, 2006, 183ff.; id., Picus 26, 2006, 
45ff.; H. Cotton - W. Eck, in: J. Geiger - H. Cotton - G. Stiebel (eds.), Israel's Land, 2009, 97*ff.; 
W. Eck, Picus 30, 2010, 41ff. 


Photo: T. Grüll. 


WE/HMC 


721. Base with two Latin inscriptions, Severan period 


Limestone column, reused as a lantern. Columna cum foramine quadrato in 
parte summa (CIL). The base was inscribed twice. The first inscription (a) was 
wholly erased except for some letters on the right-hand side, visible above the 
letters AN of ANTONINIANAE. The surface of the column lost its original 
smoothness completely, as a result of the erasure of the first inscription in- 
tended to make room for the engraving of the second inscription (b); only to 
the right and the left of the new inscription a small part of the original surface 
is preserved. 

Meas.: h 110 (CIL), today 92 cm are visible, the rest is buried in the ground; 2 52 cm; 
inscription area (b): h of all 7 lines 66, w 43 cm; letters 7-7.5 cm. 


Findspot: Found in December 1885 "auf dem Bauplatz der Griechen 70 M. nórdlich 
vom sogenannten Davidsthurm und 60 M. óstlich von der heutigen westlichen 
Stadtmauer" (CIL), three meters below the surface. 


Pres.loc.: On a small plaza in the Efthimius-Bazar near Jaffa gate. Autopsied several times since 
1997, last time 6 October 2009. 
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(a) [[--]] H 
(--1] 
(b) M-IVNIO 
MAXIMO 
LEG-AVGG 
LEG-X-FR ANTONINIANAE 
C-DOM-SERG: 
IVL-HONORATVS 
STREIVS 
On the back there are several Greek letters 
Z 
H 
Y 


App. crit.: (a) Traces of two vertical hastae are 
visible with an overbar on top of a number. 

(b) 1.4 Antoninianae in smaller letters was 
added later, outside the original margin of the 
inscription; Antoni(ni)anae CIL. 


(a) [--|-- co(n)s(uli)?] II | [--] 

(b) M(arco) Iunio | Maximo | leg(ato) 
Augg(ustorum) | leg(ionis) X Fr(etensis) 
Antoninianae | G(aius) Dom(itius) 
Serg(ia tribu) Iul(ius) Honoratus | 
str(ator) eius 





(a) For ... consul(?) for the second time... 
(b) For Marcus Iunius TA 5n 
Maximus, legate of 
two emperors of the 
tenth legion Fretensis 

Antoniniana, Gaius 
Domitius, member of 
the tribe Sergia, Iulius 
Honoratus, his strator, 
(erected the statue in 
his honor). 






Comm.: The abbreviations 
in 1.5ff. of inscription (b) 
used to be expanded so as 
to yield the name of two 
stratores (grooms): M(arco) 
Iunio | Maximo | leg(ato) Augg(ustorum) | leg(ionis) X Fr(etensis) Antoninianae | 
G(aius) Dom(itius) Serg(ianus) | Iul(ius) Honoratus | str(atores) eius. This entails 


fig. 721.2 (b) 
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the abbreviation of the cognomen of the first and the omission of the praenomen 
of the second - which is most unlikely. It is much better to have them expanded 
so as to restore the name of a single strator bearing the name G(aius) Dom(itius) 
Serg(ia tribu) Iul(ius) Honoratus. As a commander of a legion Marcus Iunius 
Maximus had one strator, i.e. groom, who was responsible for the horses of the 
legate (Eck 2009). CIL and Vincent - Abel, who also restore one strator, under- 
stand Serg(ius) as another nomen gentile. See now with the details Eck 2009. 

Marcus Iunius Maximus was the senatorial commander of the tenth legion Fre- 
tensis in Jerusalem, otherwise not attested; compare PIR? I 775 and Dabrowa (CIL 
3, 13597 does not mention Iunius Maximus, the fragment is part of a milestone). He 
served in Jerusalem between 198 and 209 AD, as implied by the Augg(ustorum) in 
the title of the legate: Augg. refers to the two Augusti, Septimius Severus and Cara- 
calla. The title "Antoniniana", was added to the legion later, and is therefore irrelevant 
for his time. He was honored with a statue, as we can infer from the quadrangular 
hole at the top, used for fixing an iron bar which held the plinth on which the statue 
stood. The meaning of the Greek letters on the back of the column is unclear. 

The first inscription (a), now almost totally erased, shows that the base had been 
used before to honor someone, but gives no further details. Still, the use of Latin makes 
a connection with the legio X Fretensis, or at least with someone in a Roman milieu, 
very likely. Since the base was probably reused not long after the very thorough erasure, 
it seems possible to connect the base with Fulvius Plautianus, praetorian prefect of Sep- 
timius Severus, to whom statues were erected everywhere in the Roman world, to be 
removed (or their text erased) after his murder and damnatio memoriae in 205 AD. 
The preserved number II refers perhaps to his second consulate: he became cos. II in 
203 AD (see Eck 2010). If this is 
correct, lunius Maximus would 
have commanded the legion be- 
tween 205 and 209. 


Bibl: S. Merrill, PEQ 18, 1886, 72f. 
(ed. pr). - K. Zangemeister, ZDPV 
10, 1887, 49ff.; AE 1888, 50; K. Zange- 
meister, ZDPV 11, 1888, 138; CIL 3, 
6641=12080a; Thomsen I no. 5; Vin- 
cent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 4, 
891f.; Y. Meshorer, The Coinage of Ae- 
lia Capitolina, 1989, 63; E. Dabrowa, 
Legio X Fretensis, 1993, 45f. no. 18; 
Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 95£; H. 
Geva, BAR 23, 1997, 34f., 72f.; W. Eck, 
ZPE 169, 2009, 215f. no. 2; id., ZPE 
173, 2010, 219ff. 





fig. 721.3 (a) 
Photo: A. and N. Graicer; WE. 


WE 
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C. Building inscriptions 


722. Latin building inscription of the legio X Fretensis 


Tabula ansata of yellow limestone with a double frame; 1.1: T and I in ligature; 1.2: 
X with an overbar, between LEG and X, and again between X and FRE, a hedera 
distinguens. 

Meas.: h 37, w 74 cm; inscribed area: h 24.5, w 47 cm; letters 6 cm. 


Findspot: Unknown, but probably not far from its present location, like many other 
pieces from the Roman period found in Abu Gosh. It was not found in Jerusalem 
(as in Lifshitz 459). 

Pres. loc.: Inserted in the outer northern wall of the Crusader Church of Abu Gosh, on the left- 
hand side of the entrance to the crypt. Autopsy: 21 June 1998; 3 November 2006. 


VEXILLATIO 
LEG (hedera) X (hedera) FRE 


Vexillatio | leg(ionis) X 
Fre(tensis) 


A vexillation of the tenth legion 
Fretensis (has built this). 





Comm.: The type of building to : 
which the inscription belonged is ME fig. 722 
unknown, but it probably had a 

military function. Since the slab was inserted into a wall near a spring known to 
have existed in Roman times, it is possible that it belonged to the enclosure of the 
spring on which, later, the Crusader church was built. It cannot be proved that this 
wall belonged to a Roman piscina (Keel - Küchler). 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, EO 5, 1901/02, 73f. (dr.) (ed. pr). - Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, RAO 5, 
1902, 51f.; L. Vincent, RB 11, 1902, 428ff. (ph., dr.); AE 1902, 230; F.-M. Abel, RB 34, 1925, 580f.; 
R. de Vaux - A. Steve, Fouilles à Qaryet el-- Enab/Abu Gosh, Palestine, 1950, 13, 38f., 46, 54 fig. 
14 (dr.) pl. XL1-2 (ph.); B. Lifshitz, in: J. Bibaum ed., Hommage à Marcel Renard 2, 1969, 459; O. 
Keel - M. Küchler, Orte und Landschaften der Bibel 2, 1982, 799ff. fig. 512 (dr.); B. Isaac, in: P. 
Freeman - D. Kennedy eds., The Defence of the Roman and Byzantine East, 1986, 389f.; id., in: 
Studien zu den Militárgrenzen Roms III, 1986, 636 no. 3; id., The Limits of Empire, 1990, 428; 
Fischer - Isaac - Roll, Roads II 119, 427 (ph., dr.); W. Eck, in: M. Labahn - J. Zangenberg eds., 
Zwischen den Reichen, 2002, 44. 


Photo: WE. 
WE 
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723. Latin building inscription of the legio X Fretensis 


Tabula ansata of yellow limestone with a double frame; the right ansa is almost 
completely lost. The back is only roughly worked. 1.2: X with overbar. 

Meas.: h 35, w 54 (originally ca. 58), d ca. 24 cm; inscribed area: h 21.5, w 31 cm; 
letters 5.5 cm. 


Findspot: “En creusant les abords de la nouvelle église de l'Arche d'alliance au som- 
met de la colline d'el-Azhar" workers found "quelques blocs d'appareil gisant sans 
ordre sous le sol" (Abel 580). 

Pres. loc.: In the Church Santa Maria "Foederis Arca" in Abu Gosh. Autopsy: 21 June 1998; 3 
November 2006. 


VEXILLATIO 

LEG-X.FRE 

bel 

App. crit.: 1.3 missing in all editions. 
Seen by D. Kofsmann. 


Vexillatio | leg(ionis) X 
Fre(tensis) | [feci]t 





A vexillation of the tenth legion > 
Fretensis has built (this). fig. 723 


Comm.: The type of building to which the inscription belonged is unknown, but it 
probably had a military purpose; cf. no. 722. 


Bibl.: F.-M. Abel, RB 34, 1925, 580f. no. 7 fig. 3 (ph.) (ed. pr.). - AE 1926, 136; B. Lifshitz, in: J. 
Bibaum ed., Hommage a Marcel Renard 2, 1969, 459; B. Isaac, in: P. Freeman - D. Kennedy eds., 
The Defence of the Roman and Byzantine East, 1986, 389f.; id., in: Studien zu den Militargren- 
zen Roms III, 1986, 636 no. 3; id., The Limits of Empire, 1990, 428; Fischer - Isaac - Roll, Roads 
II 119, 427 (ph., dr.). 


Photo: WE. 
WE 


724. Latin building inscription of the legio X Fretensis 


Limestone block with a tabula ansata; below the frame, on the left-hand and right- 
hand side, a dolphin swimming towards the head of a man in the center. Numerals 
of legion and cohort are marked by overbars. 

Meas.: h 49, w 62, d 21 cm. Inscribed field: h 28.3, w 44 cm; letters 1.1: 10.5 cm; 1.2: 
10.7 cm. 


Findspot: The stone is a gift of Dr. R. Hecht (Haifa) to the Israel Museum. Mesho- 
rer, Israel Museum Catalogue 3, 44 suggests: “The stone, according to the traces of 
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soil still attached to it, must have come from the vicinity of Jerusalem”. But without 
further evidence, Jerusalem or its vicinity remains merely a possibility. 
Pres. loc.: Israel Museum, Jerusalem, inv. no. 81.36.133. Autopsy: 3 November 2005. 


LEG-X-FRE 
COH IIX 


Leg(ionis) X Fre(tensis) | coh(ors) IIX 


The eighth cohors of the legio X 
Fretensis (built this). 


Comm.: It cannot be known for 
sure to what type of building the in- 
scription belonged. It need not have 
belonged to a separate camp of the 
eighth cohort of the tenth legion (so fig. 724 
Meshorer in: Israel Museum Cata- 

logue 3, 44), but may have been affixed to an installation built by the cohort inside 
the legion's camp. For a more precise interpretation one would need to know the 
findspot, which is not recorded. 





Bibl.: Israel Museum Journal 1, 1982, 93 (only ph. and transcription); Y. Meshorer, Israel Mu- 
seum Journal 3, 1984, 43f. (edd. prr.). - AE 1984, 915; AE 1985, 832; Y. Meshorer, The Coinage 
of Aelia Capitolina, 1989, 28. 


Photo: Israel Museum, Jerusalem. 
WE 


725. Latin building inscription of legio X Fretensis, 
after 70 AD, perhaps after the foundation of the colony 


Ashlar block, built into a wall. There had been similar blocks to the left, but they 
were destroyed when an opening was made in the wall. A very similar block to the 
right has been so worn down by water that one cannot determine whether or not 
the inscription continued on it. The block inscribed with FRET belonged to the 
original wall and seems not to be reused (contrary to D. Bahat, Qadmoniot 101-102, 
1994, 38-48 [Hebr.]; id., Qadmoniot 133, 2007, 41-7 [Hebr.]). 

Meas.: h 54, w 43 cm; letters 16 cm. The inscription is cut 7 cm below the upper 
edge and 31 cm above the lower edge of the stone. 


Findspot: Found in the excavations under the plaza to the west ofthe Temple Mount, 
on the exterior, i.e., the northern face of the southern wall of the so-called secret pas- 
sage; at the same time it is the northern and exterior face of Wall 1103, the northern 
wall of a building that is named with the letter G (information kindly provided by S. 
Weksler-Bdolah) about 2.5 m above the bottom of the secret passage. 
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Pres. loc.: See findspot. Autopsy: 
18 November 2007. 


[?--] FRET 


[?Leg(io) X] Fret(ensis) 





s 


fig. 725.1 


Comm.: The text belongs to a 
building inscription. Probably a 
unit of the legio X Fretensis was 
involved in the building of the 
wall. For the interpretation of 
the structure one has to wait for 
the final report. Meanwhile, see 
A. Onn - Sh. Weksler-Bdolah - R. 
Bar-Nathan, HA 123 (15 August 
2011: http://www.hadashot-esi.org. 
il/report, last viewed 30 Septem- 
ber 2011). 


Bibl.: Courtesy of D. Bahat and A. Sol- 
omon and “The Western Wall Heri- 
tage Foundation". - Cf. A. Onn - Sh. 
Weksler-Bdolah - R. Bar-Nathan, HA 
123 (15 August 2011). 





Photo: A. and N. Graicer; WE. fig. 725.2 


WE 


726. Latin building inscription of the legio X Fretensis 


Block of limestone. 
Meas.: h ca. 55, w ca. 48 cm; letters ca. 19 cm. 


Findspot: The block is reused in the sixth row of stones in the western city wall, 
around 150 m north-west of the Jaffa Gate. 
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Pres. loc.: See findspot. Autopsy: 7 June 2006. 


[--]GX 
[FR]ET 


[le]g(io) X | [Fr]et(ensis) 
The legio X Fretensis (has built this). 


Comm.: The short formula indicates 
here as elsewhere that the legio X Fre- 
tensis was responsible for the building 
of something. The text was originally 
written on one block, which later was 
probably split into two; therefore only 
part of the inscription is preserved. 


Bibl.: G. Sarfatti, IEJ 25, 1975, 151 (ed. pr.). - 
AE 1975, 851; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 68f. 





Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 


727. Building inscription of the legio X Fretensis, after 70 AD 


Big limestone slab, the upper and lower margins are preserved; the inscription is 
set in a tabula ansata of which most of the left ansa is broken off. The back is only 
roughly worked. The deeply engraved line was probably drawn when the slab was 
reused as step of a stairway. 

Meas.: h 71, w 110, d 25-28 cm; letters 16.5 cm. 


Findspot: "Sha'ar Shekhem (Da- 
mascus Gate): Stone ... dis- 
covered underneath the Sha‘ar 
Shekhem bridge (removed in the 
1970s)” (Kloner), reused as step 


of a stairway. 
Pres. loc.: Rockefeller Museum, Jeru- 
salem. Autopsy: 3 October 2009. 





LEG X 
FRET 





fig. 727.1 


leg(io) X | Fret(ensis) 
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The legio X Fretensis 
(has built this). 


Comm.: This large slab was not 
found in situ, and the type of 
building to which it belonged re- 
mains unknown. Nevertheless, 
its size suggests a relatively large 
building. Since only the name of 
the legion is mentioned, it is likely 
to have been a military one in the 
service of the army, rather than 
a civil building which belonged 
to the Colonia Aelia Capitolina. 
In the latter case one would have 
expected the emperor to have 
been mentioned as the one who 
assisted the city in erecting it. 





Bibl.: Unpublished. - Mentioned by 
GJ. Wightman, The Damascus Gate, 
Jerusalem. Excavations by C.-M. Ben- 
nett and J.B. Hennessy at the Damas- s 
cus Gate, Jerusalem, 1964-66, BAR fig. 727.3 
Int. Ser. 519, 1989, 301, pl. 130; A. 

Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 103*-4*, site [102] 323; the corresponding photo on p. 133 
(who does not mention the publication of Wightman). 





Photo: A. and N. Graicer; Wightman, pl. 130; Kloner 133. 
WE 


728. Latin building inscription, subsequent to the 
foundation of the Roman colony 


Large limestone block sitting above the north-eastern passage of a Roman triple 
arch, nowadays under the Damascus Gate. The block did not originally belong 
to this Roman triple arch, nor did the two blocks on its right- and left-hand sides. 
(The block to the left displays part of an ornament, making it impossible for an 
inscription to have been there, and the block to the right has something resembling 
a frame on all four sides.) It is obvious that the three blocks, which have nothing to 
do with each other, were removed from their original place and reused above the 
arch of the present gate already in late Roman times (cf. Hamilton; the discussion of 
Wightman does not take this into account). The surface of the inscribed block is al- 
most completely wiped out; only at the bottom a small strip of the original surface 
is preserved with a few letters inscribed in three lines, which are difficult to read. 
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Meas.: h 83, w 186 cm. The unerased part: h 15 cm; letters 10 cm. 


Findspot: Inserted above the arch of the north-eastern part of the Roman gate un- 
der the Damascus Gate. 


+- 
AE[--] 

CO[.] AEL CAP D D 
App. crit.: The letter in 1.1 


is not clear; 1.2 perhaps A Ẹ 
Hamilton. 





+[--] | AE[--] | Co[I(onia)] à; — -———— 
Ael(ia) Cap(itolina) fig. 728.1 
d(ecurionum) d(ecreto) 


... the colonia Aelia Capitolina (built this) by decree of the city councillors. 


Comm.: The inscription has nothing to do 
with the late Roman triple arch, as already 
observed by Hamilton, and cannot be used 
for dating the arch seen nowadays under the 
Damascus Gate, as explained above (see de- 
scription). It must have referred to a building 
erected by a decree of the city council. The 
colony probably paid for the building with 
public money. Its date is subsequent to the 
foundation of the colony but cannot be nar- 
rowed down any further. The absence of the 
Commodiana element in the title of the city 
makes it tempting to suggest a date before 
Commodus, i.e. before 180-192, were it not 
for its frequent absence in inscriptions which 
can be safely dated to the period postdating fig. 728.2 
Commodus reign. 




















Bibl.: F. Albright, BASOR 81, 1941, 9 (ed. pr.). - R. Hamilton, QDAP 10, 1944, 23f.; L. Vincent, 
RB 54, 1947, 94ff; J. Simons, Jerusalem in the Old Testament, 1952, 491ff.; G. Wightman, The 
Damascus Gate, Jerusalem, 1989, 40; H.-P. Kuhnen, Palastina in griechisch-rómischer Zeit, 
1990, 140; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 271£; C. Arnoud, Les arcs romains de Jérusalem, 1997, 
194ff.; B. Isaac, in: Tsafrir - Safrai, History, 171f. (Hebr.). 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer; G. Wightman, The Damascus Gate, Jerusalem, 1989, 132 fig. 12 (dr.). 
WE 


32 The Roman period from 70 to the reign of Constantine 
729. Inscription for an unknown building, 2 c. AD 


Fragment of a slab of white marble, broken in two. The back is smooth. Remains of 
a frame, 3 cm high, at the bottom and to the left side. A hole, probably for a thick 
nail, in secondary use, is preserved in the left corner. 

Meas.: h 24, w 39, d 7 cm; letters ca. 12 cm. 


Findspot: Found in the excavations at the Giv'ati Parking Lot (City of David) on 9 
April 2008, incorporated in secondary use into an Abbasid wall. 
Pres. loc.: IAA. 


[--] 
P.[VA[--] 


[--] | P(ublius/o) Va[--ius/io --] 





... P(ublius) Va...ius ... built/supervised the 
building. fig. 729 


Comm.: The fragment has all the features of a building inscription. The frame at the 
bottom implies that only the last line of the inscription is preserved. Normally, at the 
end of such a text, the person responsible for the erection ofthe building was mentioned. 
Hence, the context could have been a public building or an impressive mausoleum. 


Bibl.: W. Eck - H. Cotton, in: D. Ben Ami - Y. Tchekhanovetz eds., Final Report (in preparation). 


Photo: Courtesy of D. Ben Ami and Y. Tchekhanovetz. 
WE 


730. Greek caption in mosaic scene, 3 c. 


Mosaic strip featuring the four seasons, and in a framed panel a satyr in the act of cut- 
ting down garlands from a tree, and a half-destroyed figure to his right, holding a bas- 
ket. The inscription is set on the lower part of the panel, beneath the figures. The letters 
are traced in black tesserae; they belong to the square alphabet. Ligature of nu and iota. 
Meas.: Frame: h 59, w 99 cm; inscription: l. 33 cm; letters 3-4 cm. 


Findspot: South of Jerusalem in the Rephaim Valley at ‘Ein Ya'el in the vestibule (cor- 
ridorIV on the plan), north ofthe triclinium ofthe Roman villa on the upper terrace. 
Pres. loc.: See findspot. 


[-- YEINIHHKAAH 


App. crit.: [émot]uctv (for émotncev) 
Thy xaAy[v] Roussin. 
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PEAg]ucwty j xax 


The beautiful Eleusinian (Demeter). 


Comm.: According to Tybout 
(SEG), the harvesting figure rep- 
resents Pan, and the other may 
be interpreted as his companion 
Demeter. Indeed ’EXevowia is a 
common epithet of Demeter, and 
"EAeucwítat of Demeter and Kore, 
the two goddesses who were the 
focus of the festival called 'EAeuctvia. Only later, though at a very early date, Dio- 
nysos was associated with their cult, replacing Hades as Kore's spouse (for epigraphi- 
cal examples of the epithet, see SEG 26, 136; 29, 766; 30, 1174; 31, 78; 42, 1191). The 
identification ofthe half-destroyed figure is therefore likely; on the other hand, there 
seems to be no reason to identify the satyr particularly with Pan, though he was often 
represented in this form. The scene may be viewed as a description of the Eleusinian 
mysteries, featuring the goddess and a satyr, one of Dionysos' companions, in the act 
of preparing the garlands for the procession. 





fig. 730.2 


Bibl.: L. Roussin, in: R. Ling ed., Fifth International Colloquium on Ancient Mosaics Held at 
Bath, England, September 5-12, 1987, JRA Suppl. Series 9,2, 1995, 33-5 fig. 6 (ed. pr.). - R. Ty- 
bout, SEG 43, 1052 (from photo in Qadmoniot 26, 1993, 117). - On the site, cf. G. Edelstein, BAR 
16,6, 1990, 32-43; id., Qadmoniot 26, 1993, 114-9 (Hebr.). 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 
LDS 


731. Greek caption of portrait in mosaic floor, 3-beginning of 4 c. 


Mosaic pavement composed as a central medallion surrounded by half- and quar- 
ter-medallions, all surrounded by a rope pattern in white, red and black tesserae. 
The panel is framed by white and black rows of tesserae. The corner and side me- 
dallions contained figures of birds, partly destroyed. In the central round medal- 
lion, bust of woman wearing a red mantle and a yellow mural crown, representing 
Tyche, identified as the earth goddess. Inscription in black tesserae on both sides 
of her head. 

Meas.: Mosaic panel: 170x170 cm. 


Findspot: Found in an ancient mansion, on the southwestern slope of Mt. Zion, ca. 
120 m southwest of the church of St. Peter in Gallicantu. 
Pres. loc.: Church of St. Peter in Gallicantu, Jerusalem. 
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TH 
ri 
Earth. 


Comm.: A late 2-3 c. disc lamp 
found in the bedding of the mo- 
saic provides a terminus post 
quem. Rina Avner dated the 
mosaic to the 3-beginning of 
4 c. because of the similarity of 
its composition and quality with 
mosaics of western villas of the 
2-4 c., in spite of the fact that the 
iconographic parallels (Ge with a 
mural crown, rather than with a 





fig. 731 


flowers and fruits wreath) are rather of the 6 c. (for instance, the 6 c. Tyche of Beth 
She'an). Avner points out the similarity of this panel with the 'Ein Ya'el mosaics, 


dated late 2-3 c. (see no. 730). 


Bibl.: R. Avner, Atiqot 25, 1994, 188f.(e), 21*(h) fig. 1 (ed. pr.). - SEG 44, 1358. - On the site, cf. 


Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 150*(e), 196f.(h) no. 478. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 


LDS 
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D. Funerary inscriptions of military people 


732. Latin burial inscription for a Roman citizen, 2-3 c. AD 


Fragment of a limestone slab with the remains of a tabula ansata. The left edge is 
preserved. All other sides are broken. 


Findspot: Found “zwischen dem neuen Hotel (= Grand Hotel) und der westlichen 
Stadtmauer” (Schick); “beim Bau des neuen Grand Hotel” (CIL); “in the Muristan” 
(Macalister); “bei dem Bau des sogenannten Efthimiusbasars” (Thomsen). Accord- 
ing to Germer-Durand it was found when "l'ancien hospice latin, voisin du Saint- 
Sépulchre, a été acquise par le couvent grec de Saint-Abraham" and “on a bati sur 
ce terrain quelques magasins à louer”; cf. Eck on this issue. 

Pres. loc.: In the convent of St. Abraham, according to Macalister. 


(hedera) D [--] 
M - BAI[--] 
OPTT--] 

Q- VES[--] 
VS FIO[--] 
COGN[--] 
(hedera) ++[--] 


App. crit.: 1.1 The sign before D as presented by Schick 
is probably a misinterpreted ivy leaf; 1.4 VES or VIS; 
1.5 FLO or FIO. 


D(is) [M(anibus)] | M(arco) Bai/I[--io --] | 
opt[ioni? leg(ionis) X Fret(ensis)] | Q(uintus) 
Ves[-- et --i]|us Flo[-- et?--] | cogn[ato bene 
merenti ? --] | ++[--] fig. 732 





For the spirits of the deceased. For Marcus Bai..., their kinsman, optio(?) of the legio 
X Fretensis(?), Q. Ve/is... and? ...us Flo... (built the grave for him), who was well- 
deserving. 


Comm.: The text consisted originally of much longer lines than those restored in 
previous editions. In 1.2 there was probably not only space for the praenomen and 
nomen gentile, but also for the cognomen of the deceased. The presence of Latin in a 
burial inscription allows us to conjecture that the deceased was a Roman soldier, and 
accordingly interpret OPT in 1.3 as the army rank of optio (non-commissioned of- 
ficer, aspiring to become a centurio) who served in all likelihood in legio X Fretensis. 
The deceased, M. Bai[--], was a kinsman (cogn[atus]) of those who built the grave. 
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If correct, the reconstructed text suggests that the soldier was recruited locally, and 
therefore buried by his kinsmen. - No. 733 could be part of this inscription, see Eck. 

Other interpretations by various authors are unlikely, because they assumed 
much shorter lines with few letters in each line, e.g. Germer-Durand: M(arco) 
Bae[bio] | Opt[imo] | Quintus) Ves[tini]|us Flo[rus] | cogn[atus et] | h(aeres) 
f(aciendum) c(uravit). 


Bibl.: C. Schick, ZDPV MN 2, 1896, 25 (ed. pr.). - J. Germer-Durand, EO 2, 1898/99, 57f.; CIL 3, 
14155,6; R. Macalister, PEQ 39, 1907, 238f. fig. 4; Thomsen I no. 89; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 
96, 177£.; W. Eck, ZPE 169, 2009, 217ff. no. 3. 


Photo: R. Macalister, PEQ 39, 1907, 239 fig. 4. 
WE 


733. Latin burial inscription for Ba[--], 2-3 c. AD 


Fragment, called “épitaphe” by Germer-Durand. 
Findspot: "Trouvé prés du couvent de Saint-Abraham au sud du Saint-Sépulcre" 


(Germer-Durand). 


D [-] 
BAI[-] 


App. crit.: Germer-Durand assumes that the vertical stroke after BA is an L or an E and sug- 
gests Balbius or Baebius as nomen gentile. 


D(is) [M(anibus)] | Bai/l[--] 


For the spirits of the deceased. For Bai/l[-- someone (built the tomb)] or: Bai/l[--] 
(built the tomb/has buried ...). 


Comm.: The fragment could be a part of no. 732, see Eck. 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 387 (ed. pr.). - CIL3, 12081a; Thomsen I no. 90; Bieberstein 
- Bloedhorn 2, 177f.; W. Eck, ZPE 169, 2009, 217ff. no. 3. 


WE 


734. Latin burial inscription of a centurion, late 1-early 2 c. AD 


Tablet of limestone without a frame; the sides are smooth. All numerals of legions 
are marked with overbars. 
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Meas.: h 51.5, w 68.5, d 25, on the bottom 13 cm; letters 1.1: 6 cm; 1.2: 5.5 cm; 1.3-4: 5 
cm; 1.5: 5.2 cm; 1.6: 5.1 cm; 1.7: 3.9 cm; 1.8: 3 cm. The letters of the first line, and the 


two first letters of the second are incised deeper than the rest. 


Findspot: Found between the Damascus Gate and Herod’s Gate, facing down since 


it was used to cover a drain going under the city wall. 
Pres. loc.: Israel Museum, Jerusalem, IAA inv. no. 1942-254. Autopsy: 27 June 2003. 


TI-CL-TLF-POP FATALIS 
ROMA-9 LEG-ILAVG-LEG-XX 
VIC-LEGAI-AVG-LEG-XT.C-P F 
LEG-XIV-G-M-V-LEG-XILFVL 
LEGX-FRII-HAST.VIX-AN 
XLII-MIL-AN N-XXIII-CL- 
IONICE.LIB-ET-HERES-OB.ME 
RITA-EIVS-O.-T-B-Q-T-T-L-S 


App. crit.: 1.1 Ti(berio) Cl(audio) 
Avi-Yonah (ed. pr.), Thomsen, Bieber- 
stein - Bloedhorn, Isaac, Kiichler; 
Po[I] (lina) Isaac; 1.2 Roma(no) Avi- 
Yonah (ed. pr.), Thomsen, Bieberstein 
- Bloedhorn, Küchler. 


Ti(berius) Cl(audius) Ti(beri) f(ilius) Pop(lilia tribu) Fatalis | Roma (centu- 





fig. 734 


rio) leg(ionis) II Aug(ustae), leg(ionis) XX | Vic(tricis), leg(ionis) II Aug(ustae), 


leg(ionis) XI C(laudiae) p(iae) f(idelis), | leg(ionis) XIV G(eminae) M(artiae) 


V(ictricis), leg(ionis) XII Ful(minatae), | leg(ionis) X Fr(etensis), III (= tertius) 


hast(atus) vix(it) an(nos) | XLII, mil(itavit) ann(os) XXIII. Cl(audia) | Ionice 


lib(erta) et heres ob me|rita eius. O(ssa) t(ibi) b(ene) q(uiescant). T(erra) t(ibi) 


l(evis) s(it). 


Tiberius Claudius Fatalis, son of Tiberius, of the tribus Poplilia, born in Rome. He 
was centurion in the second legion Augusta, in the twentieth legion Victrix, in the 
second legion Augusta, in the eleventh legion Claudia, the pious and trustworthy, 
in the fourteenth legion Gemina Martia Victrix, in the twelfth legion Fulminata, in 
the tenth legion Fretensis, where he had the rank of a tertius hastatus. He lived 42 
years (and) served (in the army) for 23 years. Claudia Ionice, his freedwoman and 
heiress (erected this tomb) on account of his merits. May your bones rest quietly, 


may the earth be light on you. 


Comm .: Ti. Claudius Fatalis was born in Rome, but his being enrolled in the tri- 
bus Poplilia suggests that his father immigrated to the city. He began his career 
as a centurion in the legio II Augusta, perhaps stationed then in Britain. He was 
transferred to the legio XX (Valeria) Victrix, also stationed in Britain, and returned 
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later to the legio II Augusta. Subsequently he served in the XI Claudia in Germania 
superior or Moesia (inferior) and in the XIV Gemina in Germania superior or in 
Pannonia superior. He was transferred to the East and joined the XII Fulminata in 
Cappadocia; his career ended in the legio X Fretensis in Jerusalem, where he died 
as a centurio hastatus of the third cohort of this legion. He was buried by his freed- 
woman, who was also his heiress. He probably lived between the time of Vespasian 
and Hadrian, but there are no secure criteria for fixing the date, see Dabrowa. The 
palaeographic reasons adduced by Avi-Yonah, ed. pr. 56, for dating it to 74, are 
invalid, in view of the fact that we do not have enough dated inscriptions from 
Jerusalem for comparison. 


Bibl.: M. Avi-Yonah, QDAP 8, 1938, 54ff. (ed. pr.). - AE 1939, 157; Thomsen II no. 94A; E. Birley, 
Roman Britain and the Roman Army, 1961, 115; M. Avi-Yonah, EAEHL 2, 1976, 613; AE 1984, 
912; E. Dabrowa, Legio X Fretensis, 1993, 84 no. 7; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 372; B. Isaac, in: 
Tsafrir - Safrai, History 175 (Hebr.); Küchler, Jerusalem 104. 


Photo: IAA. 


WE 


735. Latin burial inscription of an auxiliary soldier, after 70 AD 


Upper left corner of limestone slab with frame. 
Meas.: h 38, w 34, d 15 cm; letters 3-3.5 cm. 


Findspot: Found by R. de Vaux and 
A.-M. Steve during their excavations 
in the area of the Crusader church at 
Abu Gosh. “Recueilli dans les déblais, 
il peut provenir d'ailleurs - par exem- 
ple de Deir el-Azhar" (de Vaux - Steve). 
Pres. loc.: Until the 1990s located around the 
Crusader church, but can no longer be found 
there. 


DOLE[--] 
CO[--] 
A[--] 
M[--] 


App. crit.: 1.1 Dolea/s/ns/sus de Vaux - Steve; 
1.2 co[h(ortis) --] Isaac; 1.3 alnnorum] de 
Vaux - Steve; 1.4 m[ilitavit] de Vaux - Steve. 
Since the reading of the A and the M is not fig. 735.1 
certain, no reconstruction is possible. 





39 


D. Funerary inscriptions of military people 


Dole[ns -- mil(es)?] | co[h(ortis) --] | A[--] | M[--] 


Dolens(?) ..., soldier of the cohort ... (is buried 
here). 





DOL 


N 
\ 


CÓ, 


N 
NS 
^r 





on Ud 


z 


Comm.: The fragment seems to be part of a fu- 
nerary inscription. The use of Latin makes it 
very likely to be that of a Roman soldier who 


belonged to a unit encamped in an outpost or 
a castra built under Vespasian in Abu Gosh (see no. 712). The first letters, Dole[--], 


are part ofa name, but not of a Roman name, and therefore the deceased must have 
belonged to an auxiliary unit rather than to a legion. It can be restored either as Do- 
lens or as the variant Doles. The name is certainly of Thracian origin, and attested 
many times: e.g. CIL 6, 2616: ... Dolenti mil(iti) coh(ortis) VI pr(aetoriae) ... natus 
Pautaliae, or AE 1931, 89: ... Ti(berio) Claudi(o) Dolenti mil(iti) cl(assis) prae(to- 
riae) Mis(enatium) nat (ione) Bes(so); AE 1993, 1590: Aurel(ius) Dolens dupl(icarius) 
al(a)e contar (iorum) ... domo T(h)racia; CIL 2, 2984 = Dessau 2516 = AE 1985, 600: 
... Doles Biticenti f(ilius) Bessus eques alae Tau(rianae) tor(quatae). Almost all the 
parallel attestations of the name belong to soldiers serving in the Roman army. 
Dole[ns] should therefore have been soldier in an auxiliary unit stationed at Abu 
Gosh. If the reading A in1.3 and M in 1.4 is correct, the age of death could have been 
mentioned in 1.3 (annos) and the number of his years of service (militavit annos) in 
1.4, following a very common funerary formula for soldiers. This funerary inscrip- 
tion strengthens the conjecture that the Vespasianic building inscription (see no. 


712) was connected with a Roman camp in Abu Gosh. 


fig. 735.2 


Bibl.: R. de Vaux - A. Steve, Fouilles à Qaryet el-Enab - Abu Gosh, Palestine, 1950, 54 (ed 
pr). - B. Isaac, The Limits of Empire, 1992, 428; Fischer - Isaac - Roll, Roads II 119, 429 pl. 


96 (ph.). 
Photo: Fischer - Isaac - Roll, Roads II 429 pl. 96; R. de Vaux - A. Steve, Fouilles à Qaryet el-"Enab 


- Abu Gosh, Palestine, 1950, 54 (dr.). 
WE 
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736. Latin funerary inscription for a Roman soldier, 
perhaps from the beginning of the 3 c. AD 


Slab of reddish mottled marble; the back is smooth; the sides are slanting. On the 
upper edge there are holes, probably for clamps; remains of red color are preserved 
within the letters. In 1.4, the letter B with a horizontal bar above it is the abbrevia- 
tion for beneficiarius. 

Meas.: h 30.5, w 35.4, d at top 6.5, at the bottom 6 cm; letters 1.1: 4.8 cm; 1.2: 5.6 cm; 
1.3: 5.2 cm; 1.4: 4.2 cm; 1.5: 3.6 cm. 


Findspot: Found during construction work for the St. George College, just in front 
of the bishop’s house (Jeffery), about 700 m to the north of the Old City. 


Pres. loc.: Rockefeller Museum, Jerusalem, inv. no. S-909. Autopsy: 11 June 2006. 


DM 

L MAGNIVS 

FELIX 

MIL-LEG-X-FRET-B TRIB 
MIL-ANN-XVIII-VIX-XX XIX- 


D(is) M(anibus) | L(ucius) Mag- 
nius | Felix | mil(es) leg(ionis) 
X Fret(ensis) b(eneficiarius) 
trib(uni) | mil(itavit) ann(os) 
XVIII, vix(it) XXXIX 


To the spirits of the deceased. Lu- 
cius Magnius Felix, soldier of the 
legio X Fretensis, beneficiarius of 
a tribune (of the legion). Served nineteen years. Lived thirty-nine (years). 





Comm.: Every tribune of a legion had at least one beneficiarius under him, who 
served his officer as a kind of aide-de-camp. He was exempt from the normal duties 
of a legionary. The inscription most likely dates to the 3 c. AD. The nomen gentile 
Magnius is attested quite often in the North African provinces; hence it is possible 
that Magnius was recruited there. 


Bibl.: Clermont-Ganneau, RAO 2, 398f. no. 3 (ed. pr.). - J. Germer-Durand, EO 1, 1897/98, 
182f; G. Jeffery, PEQ 30, 1898, 35; id., Izvéstiya russkago archeologiceskago instituta vá 
Konstantinopolé 3, 1898, 217f. (Russ.); CIL 3, 14155,3 + Suppl. p. 2328; Thomsen I no. 178; Vin- 
cent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 4, 892f.; CBFIR no. 721; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 151f. 


Photo: WE. 
WE 
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737. Greek funerary fragment, inscribed with “Antipas”, 3 c. (?) 


Fragment of soft limestone, broken on all sides. Five lines of the inscription are sepa- 
rated by horizontal lines deeply incised in the stone at irregular distances from one 
another. A similar groove, parallel to the upper frame of the first line of script, may 
be a decorative element, perhaps part of a double frame, for in the strip it delimits 
there is no trace of letters. The letters are round, omicron is slightly floating above the 
line; tau has a downward curl at the left-hand tip of the horizontal bar. Lunate sigma. 
Meas.: h 7, w 5, th 1.4 cm; letters: 6-8 mm. 


Findspot: Necropolis of Dominus Flevit, Tomb 104, one of the graves of an arcoso- 
lium tomb in the southwestern corner of the necropolis. 


App. crit.: 1.1 a diagonal line is visible after eta: 
ex[ua --] or ex [uetov? --]; 1.2 [-- a]Uco0 Bagatti, 

but it could easily be [-- oļu tod [--]; 1.4 [-- A]vtimac 
A[--], Bagatti (of nu only the lower end of the right- 
hand stem is visible); but the diagonal stroke after 
sigma might belong to upsilon, not to alpha, in 
which case we are tempted to read Avtimas v[ióc --] 
or Avcira (gen.) civ -- ; 1.5 © Bagatti is doubtful. 


LFula?--] | Y TOY [--] | AOY [--? A]y|rtrrac 
* v[iéc ? --] |9- 





... monument (2) of ... Antipas... fig. 737 


Comm.: The fragment is made of soft limestone, like the ossuaries, but is too thin 
to have formed part of an ossuary. Moreover, a hole on the right side of the frag- 
ment, 3 mm in diameter, seems to indicate that it was fixed to a surface. A coin of 
Aurelian (270-275) was found in the tomb, and a date in the late 3 c. fits well the 
form of the letters and the type ofthe tomb. 


Bibl.: Bagatti - Milik, Dominus Flevit I 28, 165 pl. 37, 118 (ed. pr.). - Cf. H. Geva, NEAEHL 2, 
1993, 753. - On the site, see introduction nos. 824.-827. 


Photo: Bagatti - Milik, Dominus Flevit I pl. 37, 118. 
LDS 
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738. Greek epitaph, 3 or 4 c. 


Irregular stone, broken on all sides. The letters belong to the round alphabet; lunate 
sigma. The inscription is incised on the rough, irregularly shaped surface of the 
stone; the back is also rough. 

Meas.: h 42 (max), w 26 (max.), d 9 cm; letters 4-6 cm. 


Findspot: Surface find in the cemetery called Karm esh-Sheikh, now the grounds 
ofthe Rockefeller Museum, about 40 m north of the northeastern corner of the city 


wall. 
Pres. loc.: Rockefeller Museum, Jerusalem, inv. no. 1-5532. Autopsy: 5 March 2008. 


KAN 
AIA 
Ox 


Káv|0tó|oc 


Candidus (is buried here). 


Comm.: For the date see no. 749. 


Bibl.: D. Baramki, QDAP 1, 1931/32, 4 pl. 17,1 (ed. 
pr). - SEG 8, 210; Thomsen II no. 182C; Bieber- 
stein - Bloedhorn 3, 174f. 





fig. 738 


Photo: IAA. 
LDS 


739. Fragment of a Latin burial inscription, 2-3 c. AD 


Fragment of a limestone slab, broken on the left side and below. There are guide- 
lines for the letters. 

Meas.: Height and width are not explicitly mentioned in ed. pr., only the depth: 3 
cm; the photo can be used to calculate: h ca. 10, w 16 cm; letters 4.2 cm. 


Findspot: “Trouvée dans les fouilles du terrain de Saint-Pierre” (Germer-Durand), 
i.e. St. Peter in Gallicantu in Jerusalem. 
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Pres. loc.: According to Germer-Durand the fragment was in the Musée de Notre-Dame in 
Jerusalem. The collection does not exist there any longer (e-mail of Dr. Dominique Trimbur, 
11 May 2009). 


[--] VFICIVS - 
[--]+ONI+ 
2 


App. crit.: 1.1 [? Cornļuficius Germer-Durand, Thom- 
sen, Bieberstein - Bloedhorn. But it is much more 
reasonable to restore the nomen gentile [F]uficius, 
since Cornuficius is very rare in inscriptions; Fuficius 
on the other hand is very common. Auficius is also 
possible; 1.2 [An]toni [f(ilius)], Germer-Durand, 
Thomsen, Bieberstein - Bloedhorn; but a part of an F would be visible on the stone. 





[- Fluficius |[--]+oni+|[--] 


?Fuficius, son/freedman of ...onus ... is buried here or: ?Fuficius son/freedman of 
...onus ... buried someone. 


Comm.: All the editors have read [An]toni in 1.2; but this is unlikely: there does 
not exist even one certain example of the filiation Antoni f(ilius). Furthermore, an 
F cannot be read after -oni, since, were it so, part of its upper vertical hasta would 
have been preserved. Finally, the T before -oni is not certain; it could also be a G. 
One could restore for example [Epi]goni [I(ibertus) | --]; but a Roman nomen gentile 
hardly fits a freedman whose patron bears a Greek cognomen. The context of the 
inscription cannot at present be construed. 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, EO 9, 1906, 130f. (ed. pr.). - Thomsen I no. 104; Bieberstein - Bloed- 
horn 2, 290f. 
Photo: J. Germer-Durand, EO 9, 1906, 130. 

WE 


740. Latin funerary inscription for Glaucus, son of Artemidorus from Zeugma 


Limestone slab; the upper right corner is missing, the upper left corner now lost. 
The back is only roughly worked, which means that the slab was inserted in a wall. 
The sides and also the bottom are smooth. The inscription is laid out in a clearly 
symmetrical way. 

Meas.: h 60, w 72, d 9-14 cm; letters 11.1, 3, 5 and 7: 7 cm; in the others 4-5 cm. 


Findspot: The slab was found during the excavation of the Sukenik-Mayer wall, 
in section 3 (ca. 400 m nw of the Damascus Gate at Naomi Kiss Street), blocking 
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a tomb (listed as no. 120) cut through the groundwork of the wall into the living 


rock. It was reused to support a second burial, but not in order to seal the tomb. 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem, inv. no. 1560. Autopsy: 8 June 2006. 





fig. 740 


GLAVCO-ARTEMIDORZEVGMI[--] 
VIXIT-ANNIS LXXVIII 
C+4[--]:MARCELLAE CONIVGI-GLAVC[] 
VIXIT-ANNIS-XLVIII 
FL.DEMETRIANO-FILIO-EORVM-PIO 
VIXITANNISXXVII 

T FLAVIVS-CLEMENS-PARENTIBVS:P-C 


App. crit.: 1.1 GLAVC now lost; 1.3 CYP ed. pr., but Y is very uncertain and of the alleged P 
nothing can be seen; 1.7 at the beginning the traces of the letters T FLAV are very fragmentary; 
atthe end C, not F, as suggested by ed. pr. 


Glauco Artemidor(i) Zeugm[ate] | vixit annis LXXVIII | C++[--] Marcellae 
coniugi Glauc[i] | vixit annis XLVIII | Fl(avio) Demetriano filio eorum pio | vixit 
annis XXVII | T(itus) Flavius Clemens parentibus p(onendum) c(uravit) 


For Glaucus, (son) of Artemidorus from Zeugma, who lived 78 years, for C... Mar- 
cella, the wife of Glaucus, who lived 48 years, for Flavius Demetrianus, their dutiful 
son, who lived 27 years. Titus Flavius Clemens had the tomb built for his parents. 


Comm.: The inscription probably belonged to a family tomb, a mausoleum. The fa- 
ther was born in Zeugma on the Euphrates. It is surprising that the two sons are Ro- 
man citizens, since the father, as his name (personal name and patronymic) suggest, 
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was not. It is also unlikely that Flavius Clemens, the surviving son, would fail to men- 
tion his father’s Roman citizenship. Hence, one should assume that the sons obtained 
the citizenship on their own, but it is not clear how. Neither one of them seems to have 
served in the Roman auxiliary forces. Flavius Demetrianus died at the age of 27, i.e. too 
young to get the Roman citizenship upon retirement from service in an auxiliary unit, 
and Clemens would have mentioned his status as a soldier or veteran, had he been one 
or the other. It is not clear whether Glaucus’s wife possessed the Roman citizenship; a 
nomen gentile beginnning with CYR, as it was proposed, is unknown and probably 
did not exist. If the two brothers got the Roman citizenship on their own, then this 
must have taken place during the reigns of one of the Flavian emperors. However, the 
palaeography suggests a much later date. Therefore, the date must be left open. 


Bibl.: E. Sukenik - L. Mayer, The Third Wall of Jerusalem, 1930, 45f. no. 1 (ed. pr.). - Thomsen 
II no. 182A; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 147f. 


Photo: WE. 
WE 


741. Latin inscription for a funerary monument, 2-3 c. AD 


Block of limestone; part of the left side is lost; the back is rough. The inscription 
is set in a tabula ansata, not deeply cut in the stone. 1.5: VS is written in the frame. 
Meas.: h 45, w 54 (originally more than 70), d 27 cm; letters 1.1: 5.5 cm; 1.2: 5.2 cm; 
1.3: 4.5 cm; 1.4: 3.8 cm; 1.5: 3.5 cm. 


Findspot: “Trouvée dans les travaux exécutés à la Casa Nova des Franciscains” 
(Clermont-Ganneau, AMSL 11); Hierosolymis rep. dum aedificatur domus nova 
Franciscanorum (CIL). 

Pres. loc.: SBF Museum, Jerusalem. 
Autopsy: 7 January 2009. 


[.]HETEREIO 

[.] GRAPTO 
[.]HETEREIVS 
[..]RVFVS PATRON 
VS 


[..] Hetereio |[.. l(iberto)] Grap- 
to |[..] Hetereius |[...] Rufus 
patron|us 


For ... Hetereius Graptus, freed- 
man of... his patron... Hetereius 
Rufus (has erected this tomb). fig. 741.1 
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Comm.: At the beginning of 
1.2, an 1 (for liberto) would have 
stood, confirming what is evi- 
dent in ll.1 and 3, where only the 
abbreviated praenomen is miss- 
ing: that only a narrow part of 
the inscription is lost on the left- 
hand side. A little more is miss- 
ing in 1.4, where the letters are 
somewhat crowded. 

The cuboid block and the ta- 
bula ansata prove that the stone 
was part of a funerary structure 
(perhaps a mausoleum), built fig. 741.2 
specifically for his freedman by 
the patron - which is quite striking. The inscribed block is similar to the stones 
used for the building, and if the size of the latter was proportional to that of the for- 
mer, it must have been monumental. No doubt, the freedman was for some reason 
important to his patron (Eck 221). 





Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 386 (ed. pr.). - Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, AMSL 9, 1882, 316; 
id., PEQ 14, 1882, 16; id., AMSL 11, 1885, 203f. no. 21 = Clermont-Ganneau, 5me Rapport 97f. 
no. 21; Eph. epigr. 5, 1442; CIL 3, 6642; Thomsen I no. 92; Bagatti, Flagellazione 139 no. 242 (not 
precise); Thomsen II no. 92; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 97f.; W. Eck, ZPE 169, 2009, 220f. no. 5. 


Photo: WE; Clermont-Ganneau, 5me Rapport 97f. no. 21 (dr.). 
WE 


742. Latin burial inscription for Iulia Sabina, 2-3 c. AD 


The inscription, now almost totally erased and destroyed, was carved in a tabula 
ansata above the door (right of its centre) of the back wall of the ante-chamber ofa 
burial cave, about 2 m above the floor. The "erasure" may have occured in antiqui- 
ty, or much later, when it became the place for the veneration of the Jewish sage, Si- 
mon the Just (Simon Iustus). This would account for the "evident fury" with which 
it was done, as observed by Clermont-Ganneau. Although the text was erased it is 
presented below without double-brackets, since the presentation of the legible and 
illegible parts by Clermont-Ganneau does not seem to be correct. 

Meas.: w (including the ansa) 41 cm, letters ca. 3.5 cm (Clermont-Ganneau). 


Findspot: To the north of Jerusalem, in a rock-hewn burial cave, the so-called “Sep- 
ulcrum Simonis Iusti" (Shimeon Ha-Zadik Street; see Küchler 943). 
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Pres. loc.: Disappeared after the recent restoration of the tomb. 










cere [esr 
[-JOL-F IY N 


App. crit.: 1.3 CVRAT = 
curator? Clermont-Ganneau; 
... CURAT[OR] ... C F(ecit) 
Kiichler; 1.4 Clermont- 
Ganneau: “The last line ... 
ends with a large F, possibly 
a siglum for Fecit ... At times 
one fancies that one can see 
conjugi carissimae or rassimae, 
but this is very uncertain". 
DO[MINVS? ...] Küchler. 





c VRAT CE 
Ó 





) 


fig. 742.1 


Iuliae Sabinae | EV[--]N[--|--] VR AI[--|--]O[--] f(ecit)? 


For Iulia Sabina ... (someone) has erected (this tomb). 


Comm.: The inscription 
was cut into the wall, when 
the cave, built much ear- 





lier, was reused in Roman ` : WE ESSA RR anit 
times. Iulia Sabina is un- : AUTANT IL MUT 


known; her association fig. 742.2 
with the princeps legionis 

(X Fretensis), [Iu]lius Sabinus (no. 707) by Clermont-Ganneau is an idle specula- 
tion. The names are all too common in the Roman world. In l.2ff. the name of the 
dedicator might have been mentioned. 


Bibl.: Clermont- Ganneau, ARP I 269f. (ed. pr.). - CIL 3, 14155,4; Thomsen I no. 182; Bieberstein 
- Bloedhorn 2, 281f.; B. Isaac, in: Tsafrir - Safrai, History 176 (Hebr.); Kloner, Survey of Jerusa- 
lem, 2001, 83*(e); Küchler, Jerusalem 995f. 


Photo: Küchler, Jerusalem 996 fig. 576 (dr.); Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 269 (dr.). 


WE 
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743. Latin burial inscription for Licinia Chreste, 1 c.-beginning of 2c. AD 


Fragment of an epitaph; traces of red color are preserved inside the letters (ed. pr.). 
Pres. loc.: Museum of the Russian-Orthodox Monastery on the Mount of the Olives (Bieberstein 
- Bloedhorn 359). No longer to be found there. 


LICINIA.P.F 

CHRESTE [--] 

SITA [--] 

S - TIM[--] 

[==] 

App. crit.: 1.1 In front of LICINIA two vertical strokes; perhaps FILICINIA (reading from a 
squeeze sent by Euting) CIL; LICINIA Germer-Durand; 1.4 S - TI Germer-Durand. 


Licinia P(ubli) f(ilia) | Chreste [hic] | sita [est] | Sextus?) Tim[--|--] 


Licinia Chreste, daughter of Publius (Licinius) lies here. Sextus(?) Tim... took care of 
the burial (2). 


Comm.: The text mentions two persons. The burial formula [hic] sita [est] im- 
plies that S. Tim[--] was responsible for Licinia Chreste's burial. The abbreviated 
praenomen S(extus) makes it likely that, like Licinia Chreste, he was a Roman 
citizen, and that Tim- should represent a nomen gentile: Timidius, Timinius or 
Timonius are attested (Solin - Salomies 186). The formula [hic] | sita [est] is not 
abbreviated; hence the text should not be dated later than the beginning of the 2 
c. AD. 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 387 (ed. pr.). - CIL 3, 6643 = 12080b; Thomsen I no. 183; 
Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 359 no. 2. - Cf. H. Solin - O. Salomies, Repertorium nominum genti- 
licium et cognominum latinorum, 2nd ed. 1994. 


WE 


744. Latin burial inscription for Manius Lor(--), 2-3 c. AD 


Slab of reddish limestone, broken on the right side and at the bottom. The back is 
uneven. 
Meas.: h 19, w 15.3, d 2.2 cm; letters (average) 4.5 cm. 


Findspot: Found “in the grounds of St. George's College, at Jerusalem, in the course 
of digging to make a cistern. They [i.e. this inscription and no. 747] were associated 
with small tomb-chambers..." (Hanauer), belonging to a necropolis. 

Pres. loc.: Rockefeller Museum, Jerusalem, inv. no. $-2368. Autopsy: 11 June 2006. 
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(hedera) D (pine cone) [.] 
M’- LOR-N[--] 
VIXIT-AN[--] 
M'L[--] 

[--] 


App. crit.: 1.2 remains of letter, perhaps N is 
preserved; Ma(nius) Lor(icus) L[--] Bieber- 
stein - Bloedhorn; M' LORI Hanauer; M' LOR 
- L[--] Iliffe; M(arcus) L(ucius) Ori... Thomsen I; 
M(anius) Lor(icus) [L ....] Thomsen II;1.3 vixit 
an[nos ...] Iliffe; 1.4 only minimal remains of 
the L are visible; mil[itavit ...] Iliffe, Thomsen 
II, Bieberstein - Bloedhorn. 


D(is) [M(anibus)] | M(anio) Lor(--io) 
N[--] | vixit an[n(os) ...] | M(anius) 
L[or(--ius) .. |--] fig. 744 





To the spirits of the deceased. For Manius Lor(--)ius N..., who lived ... years, Ma- 
nius Lor(---)ius ... (erected this tomb). 


Comm.: The deceased and the dedicator obviously shared the same name. In 1.3 
there is not enough room for a number consisting of more than one character. The 
nomen gentile could be Loreius or Lorenius, see Solin - Salomies 106, 484. This 
rare name strongly suggests that the two were not provincials and that their Roman 
citizenship was not obtained in the province. The dedicant is likely to have been a 
legionary of the X Fretensis who buried perhaps his young son. 


Bibl.: J. Hanauer, PEQ 35, 1903, 271 (b) (ed. pr.). - Thomsen I no. 180; J. Iliffe, QDAP 2, 1932, 
123 no. 4; Thomsen II no. 180; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 152; W. Eck, ZPE 169, 2009, 219f. no. 
4. - Cf. H. Solin - O. Salomies, Repertorium nominum gentilium et cognominum Latinorum, 
2nd ed. 1994. 


Photo: WE. 
WE 


745. Latin burial inscription, 2-3 c. AD 


Limestone stele, whose lower part is lost; at the top a triangular tympanon. The 
area prepared for the inscription has a double frame. The back is smooth, but has a 
projecting part whose purpose is not clear. In 1.1, only two or three letters are lost. 
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Meas.: h 56, w 43, d (on the left side) 14, (on the right side) 10 cm; letters 3 cm. On 
the back, the projection is 17 cm high. 
Pres. loc.: Museum under the Damascus Gate, Jerusalem. Autopsy: 7 June 2006. 


C- POMPI--] 
VS [--] 
[--] 


G(aius) Pomp[oni]|us [--| hic situs est] 
or: [--| sibi et --| titulum posuit] or: [--| 
vixit annos --] 





fig. 745.1 


Gaius Pomponius ... is ... resting here 
or: erected the stele for ... and for himself or: ... he lived ... years. 


Comm.: Bieberstein - Bloed- 
horn restored C(aius) 
<R>om[ul-]|us[--]; howev- 
er, after the praenomen C. 
(for Gaius) a nomen gen- 
tile is to be expected. Only 
a few letters are missing 
on the right-hand side of 
ll (that is, between the 
Pomp([--] and the us in 1.2), 
which makes the restora- 
tion of Pomp[oni]us inevita- 
ble. Since the dead person 
appears in the nominative 
case, one of the three pro- 
posed formulae must have 
followed. 





Bibl.: W. Eck, ZPE 169, 2009, 
221f. no. 6 (ed. pr.). - Bieber- fig. 745.2 
stein - Bloedhorn 3, 359. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 


WE 
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746. Fragment of a Greek funerary inscription 


Fragment of a marble tablet with a four line inscription; the upper edge with the 
remains of a frame is preserved. On the broken left side, part ofan ornament is vis- 
ible. The back is smooth. Perhaps the fragment was part of a sarcophagus. Lunate 
epsilon and sigma, w-shaped omega. AQPON in 1.4 in small letters. 

Meas.: h 15.5, w 16, d 4 cm; letters irregular 0.6-2.1 cm. 


Findspot: Found in the 1950s somewhere outside the western wall of the Old City. 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. Autopsy: January 2000; 18 March 2010. 


TAIOX POYXTIKI[--] 
ATIOAAQN[--] 
NOITHN[--] 
AQPON ETO[--] 


Taiog‘Povetixtfos] | 
"Amo Xo [toc] | 
NOITHN[--] | dwpov[--] | 
&ro[uc? --] 


Gaius Rusticius Apollo- 
nius... 


Comm.: Gaius Rusticius 
Apollonius was either 
buried in the sarcopha- 
gus or had buried some- fig. 746 
one else. Since the first 

two lines are filled with the name of C. Rusticius Apollonius, 1.3 begins with 
NOITHN[--] and only two or three letters are missing, but the sense of the letters 
remains unclear; it could be that these letters and the following AQPON refer to 
another person who was buried by Rusticius Apollonius. ETO could refer to an era, 
although the space at the right side is perhaps not big enough. 





Bibl.: Unpublished. 
Photo: WE. 
WE 
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747. Latin burial inscription for a child, 2-3 c. AD 


Small slab of reddish limestone; the right lower corner is damaged. The frame con- 
sists of a simple incised line. The back is irregularly worked. Red color is preserved 
inside the letters. 

Meas.: h 24, w 31.8, d irregular, ca. 6.5 cm; letters 1.1-3: 4.1 cm; 1.4: 2.2 cm; 1.5: 1.8 cm. 


Findspot: Found “in the grounds of St. George’s College, at Jerusalem, in the course 
of digging to make a cistern. They [i.e. this inscription and no. 744] were associated 
with small tomb-chambers ...” (Hanauer), belonging to a necropolis. 

Pres. loc.: Rockefeller Museum, Jerusalem, inv. no. $-912. Autopsy: 11 June 2006. 


D-M- 
TARQVITIAE 
SILVANILLAE 
VIXIT-MENS IX 
PATER-EIVS-FEC- 


App. crit.: 1.4 mens(es) IX 
[dies ...| Thomsen, Isaac; but 
the line is complete, since 

the symmetrical alignment 
does not allow more text after 
MENS IX; 1.5 F C all eds. 


D(is) m(anibus) | Tarqui- 
tiae | Silvanillae | vixit 
mens(es) IX | pater eius fig. 747 
fec(it) 





To the spirits of the deceased. For Tarquitia Silvanilla, who lived nine months, her 
father made this tomb. 


Comm.: The small tablet was probably inserted in the wall of a (family) mauso- 
leum, which made it superfluous to mention the name of the father. 


Bibl.: J. Hanauer, PEQ 35, 1903, 271 (a) (ed. pr.). - Thomsen I no. 179; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 
152; B. Isaac, in: Tsafrir - Safrai, History 176 (Hebr.). 
Photo: WE. 


WE 
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748. Latin burial inscription for Valeria Sedata, 2-3 c. AD 


A small tombstone with a relief bust of a young girl; the stone and the relief are 
extremely worn. 


Meas.: h 60, w (at the bottom) 35, (at the top) 30, d 15-22 cm; h of the three lines: 16 
cm; letters 11.1-2: 5-5.5 cm; 1.3: 4 cm. 


Findspot: Moza-Qaluniya, west of Jerusalem. 
Pres. loc.: Beth Shemesh, IAA inv. no. 1952-1. Autopsy: 29 April 2010 (A. and N. Graicer). 


VALERIA 
L-F-SEDATA 
VIX AN III 


Valeria | L(uci) f(ilia) Sedata | vix(it) 
an(nos) IIII 


Valeria Sedata, daughter of Lucius 
(Valerius), she lived four years. 


Comm.: This tombstone supports 
the identification of Moza, where 
it was found, with Ammaus where, 
according to Josephus, BJ 7,217, Ves- 
pasian settled 800 Roman veterans. 
The place is probably also identical 
with Emmaus in Lk 24,13. *... It is 
just the type of inscription that, in 
these parts, only a veteran settle- 
ment would produce” (Isaac, Limits 
428). 


Bibl.: Y. Landau, in: Acta of the Fifth Int. 
Congress of Greek and Latin Epigraphy, 
Cambridge 1967, 1971, 389 (ed. pr.). - B. fig. 748 
Isaac, in: Studien zu den Militargrenzen 

Roms III, 1986, 636 with n. 38 (p. 639); id., The Limits of Empire, 1990, 428; Fischer - Isaac - 
Roll, Roads II 228. 





Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 


WE 
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749. Greek epitaph of Victor, 3 or 4 c. 


Irregular stone; theletters belong to the round alphabet; lunate sigma and w-shaped 
omega. The inscription is incised on the rough, irregularly shaped surface of the 
stone. The back is also rough. 

Meas.: h 31 (max), w 31 (max.), d 16 cm; letters 2.5-5.5 cm. 


Findspot: Surface find in the burial ground called Karm esh-Sheikh, now the grounds 
ofthe Rockefeller Museum, about 40 m north ofthe northeastern corner ofthe city wall. 
Pres. loc.: Rockefeller Museum, Jerusalem, inv. no. 1-5604. Autopsy: 5 March 2008. 


© 

APX 
IOYI 
KTOP 
NEOX 
[.]YAEIX 
AQ[--] 


App. crit.: 1.6 [o]ùðiç Tod (from photo 
in Baramki), SEG; 1.7 [&8dvatos] Tod 
(from photo in Baramki); &8[dvatos] 
all other eds., the © is lost in the 
meantime. 


Olapa|t Ovi{|xtwp | v£oc, | [o]ùðets 
| åO [vartos] 





Be of good cheer, Victor, the | fig. 749 
younger; nobody is immortal. 


Comm.: The editors of SEG dated this and another stone (no. 738) found in the 
excavation to the 1 c. CE. The excavator himself however abstained from dating 
the stones, for not only were they surface finds, but the burials he excavated were 
not ofthe type characteristic ofthe Second Temple period. Judging by the finds, all 
the graves are of the Roman and Byzantine periods. The funerary formula is also 
typical of the late Roman and early Byzantine period. 


Bibl.: M. Tod apud M. Avi Yonah, QDAP 3, 1934, 48 (ed. pr.). - D. Baramki, QDAP 1, 1931/32, 
3ff. pl. XVIL2 (ph.); BE 1934, 253; SEG 8, 209; Thomsen II no. 182D; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 
174f. - Cf. L. Vincent, RB 43, 1934, 466 (mention); Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 110*f.(e) , 
140(h) no. 339; Kloner - Zissu, Necropolis 467. 


Photo: IAA. 


LDS 
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750. Painted Greek inscriptions in late Roman tomb, 3-4 c. (?) 


The tomb consists of a shaft leading into an upper chamber with a trapezoidal sec- 
tion, which gave access to a lower, rectangular chamber with a trough grave; under 
it was a third, still lower, vaulted chamber with three burial troughs. Three of the 
walls of the upper chamber were ornamented with frescoes of floral patterns and, 
on the western wall, three human figures. The middle one, in the worst state of pres- 
ervation, seems to be a male figure, while the figures on the right and the left were 
female. Above each of the figures were painted inscriptions, apparently labels that 
identified the figures. Only four letters of the first inscription (above the left-hand 
figure) are preserved (a), as well as the two last letters of the inscription above the 
central figure (b). The inscription on the right side was completely unreadable (c). 


Findspot: On the west wall of the upper chamber of a rock-hewn shaft tomb in the 
grounds of St. George Cathedral and College. 


Pres. loc.: In situ, but no longer legible. 


(a) AAT[--]A 
(b) [--]IA 
(©) [--] 


App. crit.: (b) [Av@pwme)ta(?) Sejourné 
(quoted by Bliss - Dickie). 


(a) AXy[ew]& (2) 
(b) [--]ta(2) 
© [--] 


(a) Sorrowful ... 


Comm.: Schick considered the tomb 
Christian, and Thomsen accordingly 
dated the inscriptions to the Byzantine 
period. But Bliss and Dickie, who exca- 
vated the tomb, judged it to belong to 
an earlier period, although it had been 
entirely robbed and no finds were un- 
covered that could help with the dating. 
Kloner dated the tomb to the Late Roman 
period. The fresco may have represented 
a funeral procession. Sejourné under- 
stood the Greek words as adjectives in the 
neuter plural, indicating personification 
of feelings connected with mourning. 
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Bibl.: A. Dickie, PEQ 28, 1896, 309f. (ed. pr.). - C. Schick, ZDPV MN 3, 1897, 5f.; F. Bliss - A. 
Dickie, Excavations in Jerusalem, 1898, 243-7 (pl. in front of 246); Thomsen I no. 177. - Cf. 
Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 107*(e), 135(h) no. 331. 


Photo: F. Bliss - A. Dickie, Excavations in Jerusalem, 1898, pl. in front of p. 246 (painting). 
LDS 


751. Fragmentary funerary inscription in a burial cave on the Mount of Olives 


Remains of the beginnings of two lines, painted on plaster in the lower part of the 
western wall of the vault spanning the single burial trough in the southern wall 
of the burial cave. Since a great part of the plaster has disintegrated, most of the 
inscription was lost when the cave was discovered. 

Meas.: letters 3.5 cm (Bagatti). 


Findspot: Burial cave on the Mount of Olives. “La detta tomba è stata trovata facen- 
do la fognatura lungo la strada asfaltata che da quella principale che da Gerusa- 
lemme sale sull'Oliveto, si distacca ad angolo retto per arrivare a la "chiesa di Dio". 
E' proprio a est di questa chiesa che passa la strada cui si affianca la canalizzazione 
ela tomba si apre a est di essa" (Bagatti 170). 

Pres. loc.: See findspot. 


THI] 
I[--] 


Comm.: The remarkable burial cave 
had already been disturbed when 
found in 1974. It consists of a nearly 
square rock-hewn chamber with the 
entrance to the west and vaulted nich- 
es in the other three walls containing 
burial throughs hewn in the rock. In 
the niche in the eastern wall are three 
parallel troughs, in the northern two, one behind the other, in the southern only one. 
This last arcosolium contains the inscription. The walls and ceiling of the chamber 
were plastered and adorned with paintings depicting several species of birds between 
wine tendrils and flowers on yellow ground (for detailed description see Bagatti 170ff.). 

Due to disintegration of plaster only the first letters of two lines ofthe inscription 
were still intact when the cave was first examined. The inscription consisted of only 
two lines, since the surface above the upper line is blank and also beneath the lower 
line there are no traces of letters. The letters T and H make it impossible to decide if 
the inscription was in Latin or Greek; but the combination TH makes Greek more 
probable than Latin. Considering the position of the inscription in the vault above 
the burial trough it should be an epitaph containing the name of the deceased. Bagatti 





fig. 751 
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dated the paintings stylistically to the 2-3 c. AD, A. Kloner (Qadmoniot 8, 1975, 27-30 
[Hebr.]) to the 3-4 c. AD, Piccirillo to the 2 c. AD (“I caratteri riportano al II secolo"). 


Bibl.: B. Bagatti, SBF 24, 1974, 170-87 at 176 (ed. pr.). - M. Piccirillo, Terra Santa 51, 1975, 139-44 
at 144; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 276f. 
Photo: B. Bagatti, SBF 24, 1974, 177 fig. 10. 

DK/WE 


752. Hebrew/Aramaic and Greek graffito on cave wall, 3 c. CE (?) 


Three-line bilingual inscription painted in red on the left wall ofthe entrance to an 
inner chamber in a burial cave. 


Findspot: Sanhedriya. 


Pres. loc.: See findspot. 


JVL- ME p 
T[.]MPZ/O[--] Y NA S 5 
--?]ZIO[--?] I ^ 
App. crit.: c[o0 A]u(B)po|eto[u] Macalister. T bad | e 


LILLE] 4 © 


T[--]MPO[--|--?]2IO[--?] fig. 752 
Translit.: [--]l[..]$[..]n 


Comm.: Macalister's description of this cave, the main chamber of which con- 
tained an arcosolium, together with the area in which it was found, indicates that it 
was probably made and used before the destruction of the Temple, but the inscrip- 
tion may be from a later period. Too few letters are preserved in any of the three 
lines in Macalister's drawing to reconstruct any words or names, and it is uncertain 
how many letters are missing on either side. One or more names of deceased indi- 
viduals, perhaps a blessing, were written in each language. Only lamed and shin are 
visible in 1.1; Klein proposed restoring nwa Ydy lyw hslwm (cf. Thomsen). In 11.2 
and 3, Macalister's proposed t[ot A]u(8)po|cto[u] requires the addition of the letter 
beta which does not appear in the drawing but is repeated in subsequent publica- 
tions as if it did, and further does not take account of missing text on the right side. 
The Hebrew letters in l.1 have caused the inscription to be defined as Jewish, in 
which case, however, the name Ambrosius would be highly unlikely. 


Bibl.: R. Macalister, PEQ 36, 1904, 248-57 at 255ff. (ed. pr.). - Thomsen I no. 181; Thomsen II no. 
181; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 359-62. 


Photo: R. Macalister, PEQ 36, 1904, 257 fig. 7 (dr.). 
AYJJJP 
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F. Instrumentum domesticum 


753. Lead sealing with Latin inscription, time of Hadrian 


Lead bulla of circular shape; the back *is blank except for the negative ofthe string 
which closed the document and on which the bulla was applied" (Farhi 295). 
Meas.: @ 11 mm; wt 0.72 gm. 


Findspot: Found in 2006 in the excavations at Ramat Rahel in area D1, L446, reg. 
no. 4305. 
Pres. loc.: IAA. 


IMP 
[|.2?JADRIAN 
[]JVG 


Imp(eratoris) | [H]adrian(i) or 
Adrian(i) | [A]ug(usti) 


(Property) of Imperator Hadrianus 
Augustus. 





fig. 753.1 


Comm.: The object to which this lead 
bulla was once attached was brought 
from outside Jerusalem. It may have 
been meant for a unit of the army 
camped there or for the construction 
of the colony. The sender is not men- 
tioned, but could have been an imperial 
procurator. For the name of Hadrian 
without an H see Farhi 295f. 


Bibl.: Y. Farhi, ZPE 170, 2009, 295ff. (ed. pr.). - 
Y. Farhi - O. Lipschits, in: E. Baruch - A. Levy- 
Reifer - A. Faust eds., New Studies on Jerusa- 
lem 15, 2009, 169ff. 





fig. 753.2 


Photo: Courtesy of O. Lipschits. 


WE 
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754. Stamp of the legio X Fretensis for marking tiles, 2-3 c. AD 


Clay stamp bearing an inscription in reverse order. 
Meas.: Surface area: h 0.8, w 1.1 cm; h ofthe stamp 3 cm (see 
fig. 2 below). 


Findspot: Found at Binyanei Ha- Uma (the International 
Convention Center). 

Pres. loc.: IAA inv. no. 1994-3598. 

LXF 


l(egionis) X F(retensis) 


(Product/property) of 
the legio X Fretensis. 





Comm.: The stamp was : b j 
used to mark pottery fig. 754.1 fig. 754.2 
produced in the kilns of 

the legion located in the outskirts of Jerusalem. 





Bibl.: B. Arubas - H. Goldfus, ESI 13, 1995, 74ff., esp. 77 fig. 77 (= HA 100, 1993, 63ff., esp. 66 
fig. 77 [Hebr.]) (ed. pr.). - Iid., in: J. Humphrey ed., The Roman and Byzantine Near East, 1995, 
95ff., esp. 104 figs. 15, 17. 


Photo: IAA. 
WE 


755. Military bread stamp with Latin inscription, late 1-early 2 c. CE 


Rectangular stamp with broken handle and back. Two lines of letters deeply en- 
graved in mirror script on its underside. A dot separates the first and the second 
letter in 1.2. 

Meas.: h 3.5, w 8.5, d 1.5-2.3 cm; letters 1 cm. 


Findspot: Northwestern part of the Western Wall Plaza, in a refuse pit sealed under 


the flagstones of the Eastern Cardo. 
Pres. loc.: Har Hotzvim, IAA. 


9 AMATI 
C'ANTONI 


(Centuria) Amati | (opus) G(ai) 
Antoni 
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Century of Amatius, work of Gaius Antonius. 


Comm.: The use of praenomen and omission of cognomen point to an early date, 
confirmed by the stratigraphy. 
Bibl.: L. Di Segni - S. Weksler-Bdolah, Atiqot (in print) (ed. pr.). 
Photo: Courtesy of S. Weksler-Bdolah. 
LDS 


756. Stamp of the legio X Fretensis with Latin inscription 


Stamp made of soft limestone; the handle has a pierced hole. The letters are written 
in mirror writing. 


Findspot: Uncertain whether the object comes from Jerusalem (Thomsen). 
Pres. loc.: Until at least 1923 in the German Protestant Institute in Jerusalem. No longer there. 


C AVGVRI U 

O (?) LEG X PN) » 
App. crit.: ll.1-2 c[enturioni] Auguri|o Dalman, 

Thomsen; (centuria) AE; 1.2 the O could bea © 
misrepresented reversed C = centurionis; after UN 

this letter there is a sign, interpreted by Dal- 

man as an F = F[retensis], but this is unlikely; 

legi[onis] Dalman, Thomsen; after LEG prob- fig. 756.1 
ably the remains of the number X. 

(centuria) Auguri(ni)? | O leg(ionis) X 

(Property) of the centuria of Augurinus(?), centurio(?) of the tenth legion. 


Comm.: The stamp was probably used to mark 
soft material. It was the property of the cen- 
turia of Augurinus, perhaps a centurion of the 
tenth legion, which was stationed in Jerusa- 


lem from 70. If this interpretation is right, the 

findspot should be Jerusalem, despite Thom- 

sen's doubts. fig. 756.2 
Bibl.: Dalman, ZDPV MN 9, 1903, 17f. (ed. pr.). - AE 1904, 454; Thomsen I no. 251. 


Photo: G. Dalman, ZDPV MN 26, 1903, 17 fig. 2-3 (dr.). 
WE 
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757. Military bread stamp with Latin inscription, late 1-early 2 c. CE 


Stamp in perfect condition, with a rectangular pierced handle; two lines of letters, 
deeply engraved in mirror script, with conspicuous serifs. 

Meas.: h 4.6 (on the right side), 4.8 (on — 
the left), w 5.8 (along the upper edge), 
6.0 (along the lower edge), d 1.7 cm (3.5 
including the handle); letters 1.6 cm. 


Findspot: See no. 755. 
Pres. loc.: Har Hotzvim, IAA. 


3 CASPE 
CANIN 





(Centuria) Caspe(ri) | (opus) Canin(i) 
fig. 757.1 


Century of Casperius, work of Caninius. 


Comm.: Both names are nomina genti- 
licia; no cognomen used. 





Bibl.: L. Di Segni - S. Weksler-Bdolah, Atiqot fig. 757.2 
(in print) (ed. pr.). 


Photo: Courtesy of S. Weksler-Bdolah. 
LDS 


758. Stamp with Latin inscription of a military centuria 


Stamp, made of stone (“une petite tablette de pierre”, Vincent), with a rectangular 
field with letters; the handle is probably broken off and lost. The letters are written 
backwards. 
Meas.: Surface area: h 4, w 7 cm; h ofthe stamp 2.1 cm (measured from the drawing 
in Vincent). 


Findspot: “M. d'Ustinow n'a pu faire préciser la provenance. Il y a pourtant lieu de 
croire à la trouvaille dans la région de Jérusalem" (Vincent). 
Pres. loc.: Originally in the collection of Baron Ustinov. 
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o VITEL 
MACVI 


(centuriae) Vitel(li) | MACVI(--) 





(Product/property) of the centuria of 
Vitel(lius), MACVI(?) or MACVI (made it). 


Comm.: The stamp belongs to a 
subdivision of a legion: the cen- 
turia of a Vitel(lius). It is not clear 
which kinds of objects it was 
intended to mark. It need not 
have been made for a baker. The 
MACVI in 1.2 could be the name 
of another person in addition to 
Vitellius, or the latter’s cognomen. 
However, a Latin name beginning 
with Macui(--) or Macvi(--) is so 
far unattested. A nomen gentile 
Acui(us) (in which case the M would be the praenomen) 
is attested only once, in CIL 6, 3148, and therefore very 
unlikely to be found here. 


fig. 758.3 


Photo: H. Vincent, RB 19, 1910, 264 (dr.). 
WE 


759. Stamp with Latin inscription 


Clay stamp; the handle has a hole used for a string to hang it. The surface is dam- 
aged at the end of Il.1 and 2; on the left-hand side at least a small part is missing. 
Letters in mirror script. 

Meas.: Stamp: h 5.2 cm; surface area: h 3, w 8 cm; letters 0.6 cm. 


Findspot: “Trouvée ... à Saint-Etienne” (Germer-Durand) in Jerusalem. 
Pres. loc.: École biblique, 
Jerusalem, inv. no. SE.53. 
Autopsy: 8 October 2009. 


[-JVALERI MA[--] 
+OI++++A++M+[-] 





App. crit.: 1.1 Ma[ximi:] 
Thomsen; 1.2 Germer-Durand . 
could not read. [LDS (by fig. 759.1 
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autopsy) suggested Q. Insta(nius?) San(ctus) or Sam(psigeramus). WE, also having autopsied 
the stamp, determined that there is no basis for this reading of 1.2 by LDS.] 


[-] Valeri Ma[--] | +OI++++A++M+[-] 


Product or Centuria of Valerius Ma... 


Comm.: Even after the autop- 
sy the text in 1.2 remains enig- 
matic: an O follows a frag- 
mentary letter, then comes a 
vertical hasta; all the other let- 
ters except for the A and the M 
are open for more than one 
interpretation. 

Since the text is in Lat- 
in, the stamp was probably, fig. 759.2 
as suggested by the genitive 
case, the property of a Roman army unit or of 
a soldier; a centuria-sign may be missing at the 
beginning of1.1. A civil context, after the foun- 
dation ofthe colony, cannot be excluded. 





Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 387 (ed. pr.). - 
CIL 3, 12090a; Thomsen I no. 248; Thomsen II no. 248 
(with erroneous reference to Vincent - Abel, Jérusa- 
lem nouvelle 4, 880). fig. 759.3 





Photo: WE; DK. 
WE 


760. Stamp with Latin name 


Rectangular stamp made of limestone, with a semicircular handle, a large part of 
which is broken off. 
Meas.: Surface area: h 2.9, w 7.2 cm; h ofthe whole stamp ca. 4.4 cm. 


Findspot: “In the strip between the southern end of the pier of "Robinson's Arch" and 
the southern wall of the Omayyad building, which runs from east to west in continu- 
ation of the line ofthe Southern Wall of the 
Temple Area “... in a large building whose 
older phase is ascribed to the period of Aelia 
Capitolina (Mazar, Excavations). 


Pres. loc.: With scholar: E. Mazar. 





PRIM fig. 760.1 
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App. crit.: Prim(us?) Mazar, Stiebel. Saas 
Prim(i) j 
Product of Primus. 


Comm.: The stamp seems to have been used to mark 
a product with a soft surface, some have suggested a 
baker’s product [LDS: Stiebel suggested that primus 
was the name of the soldier-baker (Primus), or meant 
(panis) primus, "(bread) of the first (quality). WE: 
Not every stamp was used for marking bread and not 
every person mentioned on a stamp was a baker. For 
the interpretation as panis primi one would need evi- 
dence from ancient sources.]. It is not possible to deter- 
mine whether the stamp belonged to the tenth legion, 
as Mazar and Ben-Dov supposed. Date: after 70 AD if 
the context is military, but it could be after the founda- 
tion of the colony if the context is civilian. 





fig. 760.2 


Bibl.: B. Mazar, EI 10, 1971, 1ff. (Hebr.); id., Excavations (Report) 22 (edd. prr.). - M. Ben-Dov, In 
the Shadow of the Temple, 1985, 189f.; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 387; E. Mazar, in: A. Faust - E. 
Baruch eds., New Studies on Jerusalem 5, 1999, 55, 63 (ph.); G. Stiebel, ibid. 72ff., 97. 


Photo: Courtesy of G. Stiebel. 
WE 


761. Military bread stamp with Latin inscription, late 1-early 2 c. CE 


Broken stone stamp, without handle. The right-hand side of the inscribed face is 
missing, and the upper left corner is chipped. Judging by its proportions, about 
one third to one half of the stamp is lost. Grooves in the long sides may have held 
a metal (?) handle. On the underside of 
the stamp are two lines of letters, deeply 
but carelessly engraved in mirror script, 
except for the letter N in 1.1. 

Meas.: h 3.2, w 3.5 (in the present state), 
d 2.2-2.3 cm; letters 1.0-1.2 cm. 


Findspot: See no. 755. 
Pres. loc.: Har Hotzvim, IAA. 


[--]PONI 
[--]YTO 
[(Centuria) - A]poni? | [S]uto(ri) 


Century of Aponius (2), (work) of 
Sutorius (?). 





fig. 761.1 
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Comm.: 1.2: the first letter is uncertain; it 
may be N rather than V. In this case one 
could restore [A]nto(ni). The restoration 
of the names is tentative. The break at the 
beginning of both lines may have con- 
tained two letters; therefore, ifthe nomen 
in 1.1 was Aponius rather than Coponius, 
Pomponius (too long?) and the like, there 
may have been also an abbreviated prae- 
nomen. If the name of the soldier-baker 
was [S]uto(rius) or [A]nto(nius), it was 
most likely preceded by an abbreviated 
praenomen. But also a cognomen like fig. 761.2 
[T]uto(r) cannot be excluded. 





Bibl.: L. Di Segni - S. Weksler-Bdolah, Atiqot (in print) (ed. pr.). 
Photo: Courtesy of S. Weksler-Bdolah. LDS 


762. Latin letters on a limestone stamp 


Fragment of a small limestone plaque, broken 
on the left-hand side and on top; the letters are 
written in reverse direction, see fig. 1; for the 
mirrored view, see fig. 2. 

Meas.: h 2.5, w 3 cm. 


Findspot: City of David excavations (by Eli 
Shukrun), in a water tunnel under a Herodian 


street. 
Pres. loc.: IAA. 





fig. 762.1 
[--]RA 
[--]NTO 
[--]RA | [--INTO 
Comm.: The letters in 1.2 are probably the re- 
mains ofa Roman cognomen ending with -ntus, 


e.g.: Adventus, Contentus, Eventus, Inventus. 


Bibl.: Unpublished. 





Photo: A. and N. Graicer. fig. 762.2 (mirrored) 
WE 
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763. Broken stamp 
Broken pottery stamp with retrograde (?) inscription within a frame, seemingly 


Latin. No letters seem to be lost. 


Findspot: On the western slope of the southeastern hill (City of David). 

Pres. loc.: “Jetzt in der Sammlung des Deutschen Palástina-Vereins zu Leipzig.” (Thomsen). 
OCV 

ZZA? 

App. crit.: First and second letter of 1.1 are in ligature: 


perhaps VDO if the writing is not retrograde. 


Ocuzza? Ocussa? 





Comm.: The word per se does not make sense, 
but it is reminiscent of “Aucissa” that appears 


of fig. 763 
on Celtic fibulae: see App. 6*. Thomsen dates $ 
it to the 2 c. 
Bibl.: H. Guthe, ZDPV 5, 1882, 353 pl. XI fig. K (ed. pr.). - Thomsen I no. 250. 
Photo: H. Guthe, ZDPV 5, 1882 pl. XI fig. K. 
LDS 


764. Bronze bracelet with magic formula in Greek, late Roman 


Bronze bracelet ending in a medallion. On the band is an inscription (a) between a 
lion running to the left and a snake creeping to the right. The medallion features a 
rider spearing a fallen enemy. Inscription (b) which runs around the edge is badly 
preserved. Lunate sigma and w-shaped omega. 


Findspot: Found “near Jerusalem", according to the American consul in the city, 


who gave it to Mr. Maxwell Sommerville of Philadelphia. 
Pres. loc.: In the Sommerville Collection in Philadelphia (in 1921). 


(a) EIZOEOXZ£ZOXONOYAAZONTHNAOYAHNZOYZEYHPINAN 
(b) E.]JEOEO[--]KAK A 


(a) EÎç Beds, cov $UXaEov thy dovAyy cot Leunptvav 
(b) E[t]¢ 6ed[c 6 uixdy ta] xaxd 


(a) One god, save (and) protect your servant Severina. 
(b) One god who conquers evil. 
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Comm.: Thomsen dated the bracelet to the 3 c. and connected it to gnosticism 
and the cult of Sarapis. The lion and the snake are a common feature of “gnostic” 
amulets (see Bonner, Magical Amulets 35f., 54ff.), but also appear in syncretistic 
amulets of the Solomon's type, featuring a rider (Solomon; later, different Christian 
“helpers”) spearing a fallen woman or a dragon, symbol of the Evil One. Such amu- 
lets were found in 4 c. or early 5 c. tombs at el-Jish (Gush Halav: see N. Makhuly, 
QDAP 8, 1939, 48f., pls. 31-32). 


Bibl.: E. Le Blant, CRAI 1892, 155f.; id., RA 20, 1892, 263 (edd. prr.). - Id., Mémoires de l'institut 
national de France 36, 1898, 84f. no. 220; J. Germer-Durand, RB 2, 1893, 214; Thomsen I no. 207; 
L. Di Segni, SCI 13, 1994, 94-115, at 103 no. 26. - Cf. E. Peterson, Eic Oedc, 1926. 
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765. Protective bronze amulet, late Roman 


Ovalbronze amulet with suspension hook. On one side is a rider to the right, spear- 
ing a prostrate figure; underneath is a lion walking to the right. Inscription (a) 
runs along the edge in the upper half of the oval. On the back is a stilt-bird (ibis or 
ostrich?) flanked by unidentified shapes, surmounted by inscription (b). 

Meas.: h 7.1 cm. 


Findspot: Bethany. 
Pres. loc.: SBF Museum, Jerusalem, inv. no. SBF 02113, coll. B26/Z. 


(a) EIZOEOXONIKONTAKAKA 
(b) IPPOX 
MYAOX 


(a) Eig 0c0c 6 vix v Ta xaxá 
(b) “Innos | u«o»0Aoc 


(a) One is God who conquers evil. 
(b) Horse mule. 





fig. 765.1 
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Comm.: The rider (Solo- 
mon, St. Sisinnius, later 
St. George) spearing a 
prostrate woman or a 
dragon, is very common 
on amulets used by Jews, 
Christians and others; it 
is often accompanied by 
the formula “One is god 
who conquers evil". For 
a collection of examples 
from Palestine see L. Di 
Segni, SCI 13, 1994, 94- 
115. The word “mule” ap- 
pears on amulets as the 
beginning of a formula 
that also mentions cibis, 
(“ibis”), otpov8oxaunros fig. 765.2 
(“ostrich”), and an in- 

vocation to Apollo: H. Leclercq, DACL 1,2, 1907, 
1850, 1854; SEG 36, 1313, cf. SEG 38, 2037. The lat- 
ter, from the necropolis of Tyre, has on one side the 
rider spearing a female demon, animals attacking 
the evil eye, and the inscription “One god who con- 
quers evil”, and on the back a stilt-bird attacking 
a serpent and an inscription beginning with the 
word “mule”. Like other amulets discovered in the 
same context, (SEG 36, 1312-1318), it comes from 
a “gnostic” background. Likewise the amulet from 
Bethany does not seem Christian and most likely 
belongs to a mixed background of the late Roman 
period. Saller, however, dates it to the Byzantine pe- 
riod. H. Seyrig, Berytus 1, 1934, 2, views the bird 
as an ibis, the enemy of the evil eye according to 
the Egyptian conception. "Irmos or troc wotAos is 

a reference to the infernal horse, mentioned in an astrological text, that bears 
on its back the utterer of the magic: Seyrig 6f. and n. 22; id., Syria 26, 1949, 374f. 





fig. 765.3 


Bibl.: Bagatti, Flagellazione 55f. no. 63a fig. 25 (ed. pr.). - S. Saller, Excavations at Bethany (1949- 
1953), 1957, 368. 


Photo: G. Nalbandian; Bagatti, Flagellazione 55f. no. 63a fig. 25. 
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F. Instrumentum domesticum 69 
766. Engraved gem with Greek magic(?) inscription, late Roman (?) 


Gem of red jasper with engraving on both sides. On the obverse is a naked man 
holding a cross (?) with a long staff; on the reverse is a snake, a cross (?) and a mono- 
gram of four letters. W-shaped omega. 


Findspot: Among the surface debris in the excavations in the property of the Au- 
gustine Fathers of the Assumption (St. Peter in Gallicantu). 
Pres. loc.: Once in the museum of Notre Dame de France. 


Obv.: AXOIQQI 
Rev.: Monogram of letters AIIBP 


Comm.: Gnostic gem, dated by Thomsen to the 2 c., but prob- 
ably not earlier than the 4 c., if the cross-like object is really 
meant to represent a cross. 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, EO 9, 1906, 131 no. 2 (ph.) (ed. pr.). - Thomsen 
Ino. 209. 


Photo: J. Germer-Durand, EO 9, 1906, 131 no. 2. 





767. Bezel of wedding (?) ring, 4 c. (?) 


Bezel of wedding (?) ring. Ellipsoidal stone (agate?) striated in black and brownish 
gray. 

Findspot: Avi-Yonah, quoting R. Simpson: “The stone was acquired from a Greek 
priest (since dead) in 1916. On handing over the stone he is alleged to have said it 


was found in Jerusalem several years previously; but this statement could not be 
verified.” 


EYTYX 
OXAKAKI 
QN®IAOA 
OSIAAI 


Evtuy|&>¢ Axaxt|wv Dirod|ok1dd1 





Good luck! Acacion to Philodoxias. fig. 767 
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Comm.: Dated by Avi-Yonah to the 4 c. 


Bibl.: M. Avi-Yonah, QDAP 10, 1944, 161f. no. 2 pl. XXXV,2 (phs.) (ed. pr.). - BE 1946/47, 221,1. 
Photo: M. Avi-Yonah, QDAP 10, 1944 pl. XXXV,2. 
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768. Greek inscription on a gem, 2 c. 
Black jasper intaglio gemstone representing a man driving a quadriga; above is a 


retrograde inscription, an indication that the gem was used as a seal. 
Meas.: h 1.3, w 1.69, th 0.23 cm. 


Findspot: Mazar's excavations at the southwestern corner of the Temple enclosure. 
Pres. loc.: IAA. 


TEAE 
TeXe(uayxos) 


Tele(machus). 





Comm.: Telemachus’ journey from 
Pylos to Sparta and back on a chariot 
is described in the Odyssey (3,368-70, 
475-85), but there is no depiction of 
Telemachus riding a chariot in Graeco- 
Roman art. The gem was possibly com- 
missioned by a man called Telemachos, 
who identified himself with Odysseus’ 
son. Tybout (SEG) suggests that the 
seal belonged to a charioteer named (or 
nicknamed?) Telemachus. 


fig. 768.1 





Bibl.: O. Peleg, PEQ 135, 2003, 56f., 59f., 65f. 


no. 6 (ed. pr.). - SEG 53, 1857. 
fig. 768.2 
Photo: G. Laron, Courtesy of E. Mazar; B. 


Balogh (dr). 
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769. Greek graffito on neck of amphora 


Graffito on the rim of the broken neck of an "elegant amphora" (Vincent). Lunate 
sigma. 


Findspot: In the excavations in the property of the Augustine Fathers of the As- 


sumption (St. Peter in Gallicantu). 
Pres. loc.: Once in the Museum of Notre Dame de France, now lost. 


BAXXOXZATI[-] 


App. crit.: Zacv[opviAoc] or Lat[ovptos] Ger- 
mer-Durand; Bocos Xat(opvivoc) Vincent. 


Bacoos Zat[opvivou?] 


Bassus (son) of Saturninus(t). 





fig. 769 


Comm.: Vincent interpreted the inscrip- 
tion as a double name in the nominative; but since both Bassus and Saturninus are 
Roman cognomina, this is not very likely; rather, it may be a name and a patronymic. 
Dated to the 3 c. by Thomsen. But without autopsy or information about the type of 
amphora on which it was scratched, it is impossible to suggest a date. 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, EO 11, 1908, 78 no. 3 fig. 3 (ph.) (ed. pr.). - L. Vincent, RB 17, 1908, 411; 
BE 1909, 320; Thomsen I no. 238. 
Photo: J. Germer-Durand, EO 11, 1908, 78 no. 3 fig. 3. 


LDS 
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G. Varia 


770. Letters on the bottom of a Corinthian capital 


Corinthian half-capital. 
Meas.: h 75, e at the bottom 50 cm; letters 8 cm. 


Findspot: Between the Austrian Hospice and the Ecce Homo Arch. 
IVIDS 


Comm.: The meaning of the letters is unclear. 


Bibl.: R. Savignac, RB 16, 1907, 122f. (ed. pr.). - Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 366. 
WE 


771. Greek inscriptions on theater seats 


Two slabs of hard limestone, with a moulded decoration of rectangular frames on 
the front. In both, a rectangular niche of identical size is cut into the profiled side, 
showing that apparently the slabs are theater seats crossed by an ascending stair- 
case and the recesses formed steps. On the wide upper surface of the slabs Greek 
letters are engraved: three on slab (a), two on slab (b). The two slabs were part of 
a group of eleven similar stones, nine of which had channels cut across them, in- 
dicating that, after their original use as theater seats, and before their reuse in the 
Umayyad building, the slabs had previously been reused in a latrine of the Late 
Roman or Byzantine period. 

Meas.: letters 6.5-8.5 cm. 


Findspot: In secondary use in the walls of Umayyad Building IV, located near the 


southwestern corner of the Temple Mount, west and adjacent to Robinson's Arch. 
Pres. loc.: Jerusalem Archaeological Park. 


(a) AIO 
(b) AI 
App. crit.: (b) ‘14 ed. pr. 


(a) Ato(vucíov) (sc. auddov) 
(b) At(ovuctou) (sc. dudddov) 





(? Reserved for the quarter) of Dionysius. 


G. Varia 73 





fig. 771.2 (a) 





fig. 771.3 (a) 


Comm.: The interpretation of these slabs 
as theater seats is not in doubt, but the 
question is whether they belonged to the 
theater built by Herod, which is men- 
tioned by Josephus (Ant. 15,267-76), or to the Roman theater built by Hadrian and 
mentioned in the Chronicon Paschale (ed. Dindorf, 474; PG 92,613). Reich and Bil- 
lig leave the question of chronology open. However, lately both Patrich and Lich- 
tenberger have convincingly shown that Herod's theater was most likely a wooden 
structure, not a permanent stone building (J. Patrich, IEJ 52, 2002, 231-9; A. Lichten- 
berger in: J. Charlesworth ed., Jesus and Archaeology, 2006, 283-99). A 2 c. date and 
a connection with the foundation of Aelia Capitoliana seem therefore most plausible. 
Our interpretation of the inscriptions also points to a period when Jerusalem was a 
pagan city (see below). Reich and Billig interpreted the letters on slab (b) as a number, 
“14”, which would represent the number of the cuneus or of the row of seats. They 
supported this interpretation with the help of two inscribed bone discs marked “14” 
in Greek and Latin (this vol. no. 1115) found by N. Avigad in one of the mansions of 
the Herodian Quarter and defined by him as theater tickets. However, these discs 
have been recognized as game counters and have nothing to do with the theater, see 
E. Alfóldi-Rosenbaum, Frühmittelalterliche Studien 5, 1971, 1-9; Lichtenberger 293f. 
and n. 50. Reich and Billig's interpretation is fraught with difficulties. As already 
observed by Lichtenberger, finding two "tickets" with the very same number as one 
ofthe two preserved on the seats seems an unlikely chance; besides, while AI can rep- 
resent a figure, the same cannot be said for AIO. Moreover, numbers of the tens series 
would not usually be written in ascending order. More likely both AI and AIO are ab- 
breviations of the name of the cuneus, which would have been reserved for a specific 
sector of the civic body: the name would have been written in full on the first row of 





fig. 771.4 
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seats, and repeated in abbreviated form in some of the upper rows. In the theater of 
Shechem, several of the seats in the first row bear the name of tribes, one of which is 
Puls) Atovucrddos, “Of the Dionysian tribe" (Y. Magen, Flavia Neapolis, 2005, 122). 
Names of urban tribes called after Olympian deities were also inscribed on the seats 
of the north theater in Gerasa (F. Zayadine, Jerash Archaeological Project 1981-1983, 
1986, 211). Dionysos was a popular god in Jerusalem, where his figure and symbols 
appear on many coins (Y. Meshorer, in: Tsafrir - Safrai, History, 187, 195f. nos. 23, 
25-29), and it is more than likely that a sector of the city was under his patronage. 
This, however, could not have been a tribe as in Shechem and Gerasa, for the popula- 
tion of a Roman colony was divided into curiae, not into tribes. But we learn from 
the Chronicon Paschale (ed. Dindorf, 474; PG 92,613) that Hadrian “divided the city 
into seven dudoda (vici), and appointed amphodarchs onto each from its own men, 
and allotted an éu¢odov to each amphodarch; and to this day each du¢odov is named 
after its own amphodarch.” "Audodov, a term pertaining to a topographical division 
of the urban space well known in Egypt, is attested in inscriptions in Roman Beth 
She'an (SEG 8, 43-44; one of the amphoda was named Ayjuytp--, either “Of Deme- 
trius" (an amphodarch?) or “Of Demeter”, one of the main deities of Scythopolis). It 
is possible therefore that the seats of a particular part of the theater were reserved for 
the inhabitants of the quarter named after an amphodarch, Dionysios - unless the 
author of the Chronicon Paschale misunderstood his information, and the city quar- 
ters (or some of them) were named after deities. 


Bibl.: R. Reich - Y. Billig, in: H. Geva ed., Ancient Jerusalem Revealed, 2000, 350ff. (ed. pr.). - 
Iid., IEJ 50, 2000, 175ff.; SEG 50, 1506. - Cf. A. Lichtenberger, in: J. Charlesworth ed., Jesus and 
Archaeology, 2006, 283ff., esp. 292ff. 


Photo: Courtesy of O. Shapir; R. Reich - Y. Billig, IEJ 50, 2000, 175ff. figs. 4 and 6 (ph. and dr); 
R. Reich-Y. Billig, IEJ 50, 2000, 175ff. figs. 4 and 6 (ph. and dr.). 


LDS 


772. Fragment of Greek tetrarchic boundary stone, 297 CE 


Fragment of limestone slab, with three lines of script carefully and deeply incised 
on the smoothed surface. The letters are round. The back is also smooth. On the 
right side, the slab was hewn in the shape of the arm of a cross, 9 cm long along 
the upper edge, 8 cm along the lower, and 9 cm high. AII the edges were smoothed, 
except for the right edge of the arm, the lower part of which was left unfinished. 
The cross-shaped cut, however, appears to be later than the inscription, for it cuts 
through the third line, leaving the tips of some letters visible. 

Meas.: h 10.5, w 17 (max.), d 4-5.5 cm; letters 3 cm. 


Findspot: Found in secondary use in the winepress (Room B) of the monastery at 
‘Ein el-Jedide, near modern Aminadav, about 8 km southeast of Jerusalem and 3 
km southwest of 'Ein Kerem. For the site, see no. 854. 
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Pres. loc.: Rockefeller Museum, Jerusalem, IAA inv. no. 1933-2693. Autopsy: 5 March 2008. 


[--]+[.]PIZON 
[--]JZTQNEII 
[TEE] 

App. crit.: [Ai8ov 3to]plov[ra aypovs 
--|--]tv &n[--|--]x [--] Thomsen, SEG. 
In12, the upper end ofa sigma is 
faintly visible before tau. The letter in 
1.3 seems to be upsilon rather than chi. 





[AtOov dto]pilov|[ta dypod]¢ Gv l 
ént|[oxtwv --|--]Y[--] fig. 772 


Stone separating the fields of the villages of ... 


Comm.: This appears to be a fragment of a tetrarchic boundary stone, bearing 
the well-known formula in the shortened form. Oddly enough, the editors of SEG 
ascribed it to the 5 c., while quoting Thomsen, who had restored the text by com- 
parison with similar boundary stones from the tetrarchic period found in the 
Damascene (SEG 7, 247-248). So far, this would be the only inscription of this type 
discovered south of the Upper Galilee and Golan; however, the possibility that it 
was set up locally must be seriously considered, for unlike its companions from the 
north, this is not engraved on basalt but on a stone common in, though not exclu- 
sively, the Jerusalem area. Its reuse so soon after its original date also reduces the 
chance of its having been brought from afar. Diocletian’s tax reform of 296/7, fol- 
lowing which the agricultural lands were surveyed and the boundaries of villages 
were marked, extended all over the East, and boundary marks - some perhaps in 
perishable material that did not survive - may well have been erected also in areas 
where no tetrarchic boundary stones have been discovered so far. 


Bibl.: R. Hamilton, QDAP 4, 1935, 111f. pl. LXVIIL15 (ph.) (ed. pr.). - SEG 8, 233. - On the land 
survey carried out in connection with Diocletian's tax reform of 296/7, cf. F. Millar, The Roman 
Near East, 1993, 193-6, 535-44, with a list of boundary stones, to be updated by DGI nos. 18, 26, 
62; AE 1994, 660 (= SEG 43, 1093), 1787-1792; AE 1995, 1576 (= SEG 43, 1066); D. Syon, SCI 22, 
2003, 233-9. On the site, see bibl. no. 854. 


Photo: IAA. 
LDS 


The other editors do not accept this interpretation by LDS. 

First: while it is indeed a fragment of a boundary inscription, 

not enough is left ofthe text to conclude it is tetrarchic. 

Second, the fact that it was found in secondary use means one should not speculate about its 
original location. To declare it a local, tetrarchic boundary stone, unique for this region, is 
therefore a double speculation. 
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H. Fragments 


773. Greek fragmentary inscription, perhaps part of an honorary monument 


Ashlar block with two-line inscription, faintly visible. The surface is worn out. On 
another block to the left, where according to early editors three letters were visible, 
the traces of only one letter resembling a rho seems identifiable. 

Meas.: h ca. 60, w ca. 130 cm; letters 8 cm. 


Findspot: In the western part of the so-called Ecce Homo arch, inserted above the 
niche between the central and the northern arch in the chapel of the Convent of the 


Sisters of Sion. The stone is in secondary use. 
Pres. loc.: See findspot. 


[--IP KEAAINON 
[--]+®OI [--] 


App. crit.: CAM | OOA Krafft, Thom- 
sen I, interpreted by Krafft as C(olo- 
nia) A (elia) M (agna) | [Kam] 60A [va]; 
OAAE | Q Tobler, Dritte Wanderung; 
AYP[--]EAA[. ]N[--|--]®OP[.]Y 

de Vogiié, interpreted by Thomsen 

II as Abp(jAtov) [Mapx] EAA [1]v [ov 
|--l&oplo]u [--]; AYPI--IEAAL] 
N[--|--]®OI Warren - Conder; 
MapxeAXivov | [--]op[o]u Vincent 

- Abel, de Sion, Bieberstein - Bloed- 
horn; [Ma] pxeddivov | [--] YPOI[--] 
Blomme, SEG; Bingen in SEG restores 
[‘Po] tov. 


[--Ma]pxeAXivoy | [--]+®OI [--] 


... Marcellinus ... (was honored?). 





Comm.: Only Conder has seen EU 
that all the stones of the Ecce fig. 773.2 
Homo Arch with letters were 

in secondary use. They have nothing to do with the arch itself. If the reading of 
MapxeAXivov is right, the block once belonged to a bigger monument, where the 
inscription was written on several blocks. Since the name is in the accusative some- 
one with the Roman cognomen Marcellinus was honored. But since all the other 
parts, such as e.g. the name of the dedicator, are missing, no further conclusion is 
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possible. According to the letter-form, 
any time between the first and third 
century is possible. 


Bibl: Krafft, Topographie 229 pl. 112 (ed. 
pr). - Tobler, Topographie I 247£; id., Dritte 
Wanderung 344; de Vogüé, Temple 125; War- 
ren - Conder, SWP Jerusalem 426 nos. 21-22; 
Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 1-2, 27ff. fig. 
8; Thomsen I no. 7; Thomsen II no. 7; M.-A. de 
Sion, La forteresse Antonia à Jérusalem et la question du prétoire, 1955, 38 pls. 7-8; Y. Blomme, RB 
86, 1979, 255f.; SEG 29, 1611bis; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 367-70; C. Arnould, Les arcs romains de 
Jérusalem, 1997, 48-51 fig. 3 (dr.). - Cf. H. Geva, NEAEHL 2, 1993, 735-49, 758-67. 





fig. 773.3 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer; Y. Blomme, RB 86, 1979, 255 fig. 4 (dr.). 
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774. Fragment of marble slab 


Fragment of marble slab, broken on all sides. One face bears a moulding, the other 
one line of script in bold oval letters. 
Meas.: h 22.9, w 11.1, d 2.6 cm; letters 7-10 cm. 


Findspot: Chance find in Field 7 of Macalister's excavations in the northern part of 
the City of David. 
[--]Y®EH[--] 


App. crit.: [Tp]ubé(v)y Mouterde; [Tp]ubép<y> 
Schwabe, both quoted in SEG. According to the draw- 
ing there seems to be an eta after the epsilon, nota nu. 





Comm.: Mouterde and Schwabe suggested this 
was a fragment of a tombstone with the name 
Tryphaene or Tryphaere. The editors of the SEG preferred not to restore a text, 
but assigned a date in the 2 c., on unclear grounds. Thomsen accepted the reading 
Tryphaene and the 2 c. date, although he added a question mark after the defini- 
tion “Grabstein”. In fact, the inscription could belong to the Byzantine as well as 
to the Roman period, and it is unlikely to be an epitaph, for the letters are much 
larger than is usual on tombstones (with the exception of tomb doors: cf. no. 980). 
Instead, the fragment may belong to a monumental inscription, and its moulded 
back may indicate that it belonged to an architectural structure of some kind. 


fig. 774 


Bibl.: R. Macalister - J. Duncan, Excavations on the Hill of Ophel, 1926, 133 fig. 129 (dr.) (ed. pr.). 
- SEG 8, 207; Thomsen II no. 105B; CIJ 2, 1406; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 30-3; Kloner, Survey 
of Jerusalem, 2001, 134*(e), 173(h) no. 418; see no. 1012. 


Photo: R. Macalister - J. Duncan, Excavations on the Hill of Ophel, 1926, 133 fig. 129 (dr). 
LDS/EDD 
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775. Fragment of a Greek inscription 


Fragment of a marble tablet, broken on the right side. The back is rough. Some of 
the letters, e.g. Z, A and A in 1.3, have a horizontal serif at the top. 
Meas.: h 13.5, w 15.5, d 4 cm; letters 4-4.5 cm. 


Findspot: Found in the 1950s somewhere outside the western wall of the Old City. 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 
Autopsy: January 2000; 18 March 2010. 


KATES 
MION[--] 
ZIANMI|--] 
NOAITI+[--] 


Comm.: The sense of the fragment remains un- 
clear. 


Bibl.: Unpublished. 
Photo: WE. 





776. Painted Greek inscription on building block 


A building blocks bears a painted decoration and, under it, along the lower edge, some 
painted letters. The letters are square, the alpha shows traces of notable serifs. Appar- 
ently they belonged to a Greek inscription that spread over a number of adjacent blocks. 
Meas.: Surface: h ca. 35, w ca. 40 cm; letters ca. 9 cm. 


Findspot: Caldarium of the Roman bathhouse at the foot of the Temple Mount 


enclosure (Area VII). 

Pres. loc.: The block is either lost or the inscrip- 
tion has disappeared and therefore the block can 
no longer be identified. 


[--]ZONAOTT--] 


Comm.: Or possibly [--]ZONALIO[--]. Only 
two photos remain, in black and white, 
which do not permit identifying the letters 
with certainty. 


Bibl.: Unpublished. - E. Mazar ed., The Temple Mount 
Excavations V part 1 ch. 2 fig. 2.120 (forthcoming). 





Photo: Courtesy of E. Mazar. 
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777. Fragment of a building inscription? 


Fragment of inscription engraved on a little stone in secondary use. Lunate sigma. 


Findspot: “In the wall of a house on the street which leads up from the bazaar to 
the Austrian Consulate, on a little stone that juts out from the wall" (Clermont- 
Ganneau). The Austrian Consulate in the 19 c. was located in the Muslim Quarter, 


not far from Damascus Gate; the precise site is unknown. 
Pres. loc.: Not located. 


[--]ÀHZAN[--] 
[-- émot]noav [--] 
.. have made... 


Comm.: As Clermont-Ganneau identifies the sigma as lunate, the inscription is 
probably not earlier than the 2 c. 


Bibl.: Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 235 (ed. pr.). - On the location of the Austrian consulate in 

the Ottoman period, see M. Eliav, The Austrian Consulate in Jerusalem and the Jewish Com- 

munity, Cathedra 18, 1981, 73-110; Y. Ben-Arieh, Jerusalem in the 19th Century I, 1984, 178. 
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778. Fragment of a Latin inscription 


Fragment of a slab of limestone, broken on three sides. So far as one can tell, the 
upper margin is preserved. The back is rough. 
Meas.: h 28, w 36, d 15 cm; letters 8-9.9 cm. 


Findspot: Found in 1947 in the so-called Herod’s Tomb, near the King David Hotel. 
Pres. loc.: Rockefeller Museum, Jerusalem, IAA inv. no. 1947-5469. 


[--]#TONI*+[--] 
[--]JANO[--] 
[--]ntoni +[--|--]ano [--] 


Comm.: 1.1 on the left-hand side, per- 
haps part of an N; the following letter 
either I or T; in 1.2 on the left-hand side, 
perhaps part of an A. Since the letters 
are relatively large, the monument must 
have been an important one, but the 
type cannot be determined. In l.1, per- fig. 778 
haps the name [A]ntoni. 





Bibl.: Unpublished. 
Photo: IAA. WE 
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779. Fragment of a Latin inscription 


Limestone fragment, broken on all sides, except for the right-hand side. Under the 
preserved line there are remains of unidentifiable letters, probably also on the upper 
edge. Guidelines for writing the text were scratched in. Reading from photograph. 
Meas.: h 9, w 8 cm. 


Findspot: “Provenant de Colonia, village voisin de Jérusalem" (Clermont-Gan- 
neau, AMSL 9). The former Arab village of Qalunyia (Roman Colonia Emmaus) is 


now known as Moza. 
Pres. loc.: Museum of Louvre, Paris, inv. no. AO 1217. 


[-- 
[--]NIA 
[--] 
App. crit.: [--]nia[--] all eds. 


[---Inia | [- 


Comm.: Perhaps part of a funerary inscrip- 
tion. [--]nia probably refers to the nomen gen- 
tile of a woman (in the nominative), who was 
responsible for the burial of someone else. 





Bibl.: Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, AMSL 9, 1882, 316; id., fig. 779 
PEQ 14, 1882, 16; id., AMSL 11, 1885, 168 no. 14 (edd. 
prr.). - Eph. epigr. 5, 1443; CIL 3, 6644; Dussaud, Louvre 39 no. 23. 
Photo: R. Chipault, Courtesy of Museum of Louvre. 
WE 


780. Fragment of a Latin inscription, 2-3 c. AD(?) 


Small slab of white marble, very thin, broken on all sides. 
Meas.: w 10 cm (Clermont- Ganneau). 


Findspot: Mount of Olives. 


[--INTOSF[--] 


Comm.: Clermont-Ganneau thought 
the final letter could indicate f(ecit) or 
f(ecerunt). But the inscription is so frag- 
mentary, that any attempt at restoration 
is no more than speculation. 





fig. 780 
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Bibl.: Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 327 (ed. pr.). - CIL 3, 14155,5; Thomsen I no. 160; Bieberstein 
- Bloedhorn 3, 359 no. 1. 
Photo: Clermont- Ganneau, ARP I, 327 (dr.). 
WE 


781. Fragments of a Latin inscription, 2-3 c. AD 


Two fragments, broken on all sides, not adjoining. 


Findspot: “Dans le fouilles de Notre-Dame du Spasme" (Germer-Durand), near the 
fourth station of the Via Dolorosa. 

(a) [--]S MA[--] 
[--]CLAV[--] 
(b) [--] VS[--] 


Comm.: In fragment (a) the S could be the end of a nomen gentile and MA the be- 
ginning of a cognomen. Clau[--] perhaps the nomen Clau[dius/a] or the cognomen 
Clau[dianus/a]. Part of a funerary text? 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 386 (ed. pr.). - CIL 3, 12081b; Thomsen I no. 91; Bieberstein 
- Bloedhorn 2, 315f. 
WE 


782. Fragment of a marble tablet with a Latin text, 2-3 c. AD 


Fragment ofa plaque of white marble, the original edge is preserved only at the bot- 
tom, the preserved rim is ca. 11 cm long and ca. 2 mm wide. The back is polished. 
Meas.: h 9.5, w 16, d 2.5 cm; letters 1.2: 3.2 cm, probably also in 1.1. 

Pres. loc.: Storeroom of the Waqf Museum, Jerusalem. 


[--]+EGIS IS+[--] 
[--]DOCVITT--] 
App. crit.: 1.1 perhaps egistis if TI in ligature 


Grüll;11.1-2 [-- titulum, qui per]legis ist[um, 
-- | --] docuit [--?] M. Schmidt per litteras. 


[--]egis is [--|--] docuit [--] 





... he (she) has taught ... fig. 782 
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Comm.: The type of text to which the fragment belonged is not clear. Docuit is 
found in several types of inscriptions, especially in epigrams. No more can be said 
with certainty. M. Schmidt (BBAW Berlin) offers the following example (Inscrip- 
tions latines de l'Algérie 2, 4725 = Carmina latina epigraphica 2025) as a possi- 
ble context and explanation: [tu qui praeteriens titulum per]|legis istum oro legas 
to[tu] m ut discas bene vivere semper (where, discas = docuit in the present inscrip- 
tion). The dead person addresses the passerby with advice intended to improve the 
latter's life. As for the formula, see also CIL 8, 19052 = Carmina latina epigraphica 
1640: tu qui praeteri[ens titulum] | perlegis istum; CIL 8, 24787 = Carmina latina 
epigraphica 1943: tu quoque praeteriens tumulum qui perlegis istum. 


Bibl.: Unpublished (all information courtesy of T. Grüll). 


Photo: T. Grüll. 
WE 


783. Fragment of a marble slab with a Latin text, 2-3 c. AD 


Fragment of a white marble plaque, broken on all sides. The back is not quite 
smooth. 

Meas.: h 23, w 11.2, d 2.8 cm; letters 4.2 cm. 

Pres. loc.: Storeroom of the Waqf Museum, Jerusalem. 


[=] DF E+E] 
[--IDE-VY[--] 
[--]MO[--] 


Comm.: The type of monument cannot be de- 
termined. 


Bibl: Unpublished (all information courtesy of T. 
Grüll). 





Photo: A. and N. Graicer, courtesy of Kh. Salameh 
(Waqf Museum). 


fig. 783 


WE 


A. Imperial constitutions 83 
Late Antiquity, from Constantine to the Arab conquest 


A. Imperial constitutions 


784. Fragment of a copy of a constitution of Anastasius I, 492 or 507 CE 


Limestone block with ochre patina. The text aligned left, leaving a margin of 3-4 cm; 
as a rule, the beginning of a line coincides with the beginning of a word (1.7 being the 
exception). The number of letters varies greatly from line to line, with 15 letters in the 
remains of 1.7, but 27 in those of 1.8. The letter-forms are simple and uniform: alpha 
with broken cross-bar, lunate epsilonand sigma, w-shaped omega, omicron more or 
less oval. No abbreviations; ligature of mu and eta in 1.8. Comparison with the better 
preserved copy of the same text (Qasr el-Hallabat, see commentary) leads to the con- 
clusion that, in the Jerusalem copy, the number of letters per line must have amount- 
ed to more or less 230, the whole inscription being 8-9 m long. The complete text of 
this copy would have consisted of at least 75 lines, at a total height of at least 3 m. 
Meas.: h 34, w 100 cm; letters ca. 3.5 cm. 

Pres. loc.: In secondary use on the southern side of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, built into 
the upper part of the wall of the Chapel of Calvary. Copied by Ch. Clermont-Ganneau in 1868 
under difficult conditions, and again by J. Germer-Durand without new results. Revised by the 
present editor on the basis of a series of digital photos taken in 2007 and 2009. 





[-ca. 20 letters-]EI+KIONT[.] 
[--]HKI[]YIIOYTOYAOYKOXKAIT 
KATATOYTONTPOHONAIIOKEPAEN[|] 
TPIBOYNOYZ=KANIPENOCITOY2H 
K[.JTOISIKTOYMEPOY=TOY[--] 
TAYTAZTOAOYKEIE[--] 
MONTONAHAHTATEYOM[--] 
KAITOYZIIIIOYXK AITAX[]JAMH AOYZA[--] 
EZHMIOGHZAN[.]TEII [.]P[--] 
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App. crit.: 1.2 Gov[xi?]eóc Thomsen; 1.3 amd xépdoug Clermont-Ganneau; 1.5 vote Germer- 
Durand, tovs &x Clermont-Ganneau; 1.6 dovxt...gay Clermont-Ganneau; 1.7 Atov tv On At 
Clermont-Ganneau; 1.8 xal vàc ..yy, Clermont- Ganneau. 


[ca. 20 letters]et+xtovt[.]|[--]yxt[]umou tot douxds xai t[--]| xata votvov Tov tpómov 
amoxepdev[er bat --]| teLBovvous xai mpeToaitous ¥[TOt --]|xal vois «&»x TOU uépouc 
tot [--]| tavtas TH douxel [-- xarà Tov àpi6]|uóv THv dnAnyatevoulevwn --]| xai Tobs 
immous xal tas [x] aq Aoc a[--]| eCnutwoyoar [oŭ]re nialpli --] 


... (2) of the dux and ... (3) in this manner benefit ... (4) tribuni and praepositi ... (5) 
and those coming from the share of ... (6) those to the dux ... (7) according to the 
number of ... that are allocated ... (8) and the horses and camels ... (9) they were not 
damaged, neither by ... 


Comm.: Already in 1899, Ch. Clermont-Ganneau sagaciously wrote: “This inscription 
must have been a very long one. I fancy that a considerable part has been lost on the 
right-hand side. The character of the writing shows that it belongs to the Lower Em- 
pire, about the fifth or sixth century, and its substance seems to be that of some Impe- 
rial ordinance addressed to the dux Palaestinae, of the same character as those edicts 
of Anastasius, two fragments of which have been found in the Hauran.” This surmise 
was amply confirmed by later discoveries. Clermont-Ganneau worked with two frag- 
mentary inscriptions, one from Bostra (Waddington no. 1906; re-read and completed 
by Sartre, IGLS 13,1, 9045f.), the other from Imtan (Waddington no. 2033). At the time 
they were the sole evidence of a constitution of Anastasius I., the first fragments of a 
more complete copy of which only came to light a few years later (the one from Qasr el- 
Hallabat, PAES III A, no. 20, completed by J. Marcillet-Jaubert, ADAJ 26, 1982, 145-8, 
from there SEG 32, 1554). Two further very fragmentary copies of the same text stem 
from the province of Arabia, one from Salkhad (R. Dussaud, Nouvelles archives des 
missions scientifiques 1902, 655 no. 35), the other from Umm el- Jimal (Waddington 
nos. 2059f.). Our complete edition of the Hallabat copy, which takes into account un- 
published material left by the late J. Marcillet-Jaubert, is going to be published in the 
Corpus des inscriptions de la Jordanie (in the meantime, see D. Feissel, BSAF 1992, 
213-6). With more than 200 nearly complete lines preserved, it is the longest epigraphic 
text of Late Antiquity, apart from Diocletian’s Edict on Maximum Prices. With its sev- 
eral dozen chapters, this law provides the framework for a reorganisation of the ducal 
administration and the distribution of the annona militaris in the dioecese Oriens; 
its date is indicated by the mention of “the present 15th indiction” (SEG 32, 1554 1.47), 
which in the reign of Anastasius corresponds to 491/492 or 506/507. Comparison of the 
Jerusalem fragment with the mostly unpublished chapters of the Hallabat inscription 
(part of which are the fragments 24ff., 42f. and 53ff. published by PAES III A, no. 20) 
shows a number of successive matching phrases that cannot be incidental. The frag- 
ment from Jerusalem is not simply comparable to the constitution of Anastasius: it 
belongs to a new copy ofthe same text. While the complete edition ofthe Hallabat text 
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still awaits publication, it is sufficient for our purposes to quote two passages (tacitly 
correcting several mistakes made by the stone cutter) that correspond to 11.3f. and 6f. of 
the Jerusalem copy. The words that are common to both are set in italics: 

1l.3£: xat abtov Tov vpómov &mnoxepóéveatat xà[c] adtTdv Tapauvblas. “Note Tov 
é&Exovcüov mepl THY oTpaTElav xè TOV BaOuo[v] xvduvevely, TOV àmoAUcavra adTOY TAS 
àvvovyac xal cà [c] Adas ra[pa]uvbias tas Ex Tod Oyociov dvénatiavtot dadwpiopevals] 
èx THC ...... TpooTazews xacadXXov. “OQote tovs | tpiBobvous x& mpemocirov[c] ... 

ll.6f.: Euaviferbar [tas cáxpac raúraç T]À Jovxi, undevoc Tavterdc UEP TAUTS 
jj To1alUtTys aitias dhetrlouevov ute TH dovxixh taker TAR[v] uóve[v xepatiov 
TAVITY ððouévwv Ovo, avadolpl&s dé aùlt]oð tov doux[d¢ meudbetons TH eilonuevy 
otpatyyixy é£ov[c]ia. “Qore to[bs] tmmoug Tods [.......... xata] tov apiO|uoy TÓV 
OndAnyatevouer[wly xamirov ... 

One insignificant deviation disregarded (instead of xato avtov = xatà avTov 
at Hallabat, 1.3 of the Jerusalem text has xata tod tov), the exact matches prove that 
the two inscriptions are copies of the same text. In the Jerusalem copy, the letters in 
1.3 will have amounted to about 236, of which only 28 are extant, and to 216 in 1.6, 
where 17 remain. On average, the lines of the Jerusalem copy are four times as long 
as the ones in the Hallabat text (6 lines in the Jerusalem text, the 11.3-8, correspond 
to 25 at Hallabat). However, this long drawn-out line is unexceptional: at Imtan, 
too, the lines are four times, at Salkhad even six times as long as at Hallabat. 

The hypothesis, a priori conceivable, that our inscription was taken from Trans- 
jordan to Jerusalem, is made invalid by the nature of the stones: limestone at Jerusa- 
lem, basalt in Arabia. The fragment from Palestine furthermore differs also in that its 
alpha has a broken bar, whereas all other texts have alphas “with bulge on the left”. As 
is common knowledge, the constitution of Anastasius was aimed at dioecesis Oriens 
as a whole, which is stressed by the fact that it contains special arrangements for 
the limes of Palestine included therein (SEG 32, 1554, 1.6: the customs revenue from 
Klysma is allocated to the dux of Palestine; see also PAES III A no. 20, fragments 15- 
19: higher fines in Palestine and Provincia Euphratensis than in the other duces’ dis- 
tricts). At the present moment, it can be stated that the text was published in at least 
two dukedoms of the dioecese Oriens: Arabia (with five known copies) and Palestine. 
The individual provinces, then, probably did not each decide on their own initiative 
that the text be cut in stone, but, more likely, an order to that extent was given by a 
superior authority, e.g. the magister militum per Orientem. 

With regard to the context, without the Hallabat copy the fragment from Je- 
rusalem would merely provide some disconnected words. But what remains of the 
Jerusalem text can be used in a reconstruction of a sequence of six chapters in their 
original order (each one beginning with the conjunction date), which constitute a bit 
more than ten percent ofthe complete text of the constitution. In the absence of a full 
edition of these chapters, at least a summary of their content shall be given: leaves for 
soldiers, nomination of commanders of units, allocation of horses and dromedaries. 
Intelligent financial administration and the battle against corruption are the under- 
lying objective observable in these three main topics, as in the statute as a whole: 
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(1) That the commanders of units do not embezzle the pay of soldiers on leave 
for themselves; (2) if they do, that the commander and the soldier shall be pun- 
ished; (3) that the soldier does not have to pay fees to his tribuni and praepositi; 
(4) that tribuni and praepositi are to present the imperial letter appointing them 
to their station, not to the magister militum per Orientem, but to their province’s 
dux; that they will not have any expenses to pay to make this presentation; that a 
report of this procedure is to be made to the magister militum by the dux; (5) that 
the horses and camels (dromedaries only) are to be dispatched according to the 
quantity of fodder (capitus) allocated to each soldier; (6) that soldiers with horses 
and dromedaries are to testify to having received adequate rations, without curtail- 
ment or any fees. 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, RB 4, 1895, 444; Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 103-6 (edd. prr.). - Thom- 
sen I no. 8; D. Feissel, ZPE 173, 2010, 125-9. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 


DF 


785. Fragments of an imperial rescript, between 533 and 565 


Three fragments of marble plaque, broken on all sides, recently embedded in walls 
in the church of the Holy Sepulchre. Fragment (a) bears three lines of script and the 
remains of a fourth line, of which only the tips of the letters are preserved. Frag- 
ment (b) bears five lines of script; the upper half of the first line and the lower half 
of the fifth line are missing, but the letters can be recognized. Fragment (c) bears 
three lines and the bottom part of another on top. It was not located and is only 
known from a photo published by Corbo, but the shape of the letters is identical to 
those of fragments (a) and (b), and the remains of the letters on top fit the remains 
of 1.4 of fragment (a). Therefore it is almost certain that it belonged to the same 
inscription. In all three fragments the characters are regularly and beautifully en- 
graved, tall and narrow. Abbreviations are marked with raised letters and a small 
stigma attached to the diagonal leg of kappa; horizontal stroke on nomina sacra. 
The engraved surface is polished, except for fragment (c), which judging from the 
photo is very worn and no longer preserves the original polish. Horizontal (partly 
also vertical) guidelines are visible in all fragments. Oval narrow letters; lunate 
sigma and w-shaped omega. 

Meas.: (a) h 31.3, w 25 cm; letters 1.1: 7 cm, 11.2-3: 5.5-6 cm; (b) h 16, w 28.7 cm; let- 
ters 6 cm; (c) unknown. 


Findspot: Reused in the Cosmatesque pavement in Apse 16 of the Anastasis, the 
southern apse of the rotunda. 


Pres. loc.: (a) embedded in the wall above a window in the bell tower of the Holy Sepulchre; (b) 
embedded in the wall in the Chapel of Adam. 
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fig. 785 (a) right, above; (b) left; (c) right, below 


[--]KYTOYOYHMQ[] 

[--JOZAAAMANIK[--] 
[--]O@IK®[--]|ANAAAIKEYSE[--] 
[--]HTHXEN[--]EIZEBA ZTOZ[--] 
[--]JATIQTEKA [--]TEOXZXIIOYAHH[--] 
[--]QETHME|[--JEOPOYETOYETAIZAE] [--] 
[--|ANEPOM[--]QTQMAPTYPIOTE@E[--] 


App. crit.: See Di Segni 2011. 


[Ev ôvóuatı tot deondtou ju v I(noo)d] X (pioto) tot O (0)0 uà [v | adtoxpatwp 
Kaicap BA(dovtos) Touvotiviav]òç AAapavix(ds) | [P] o00c(56)  [pa-yxux (66) 
l'egu.avux (5c) Avtix(d¢) O9] av8eQux (5c) oce [£75 | vx] cs £v [dotos vpomatoOyoc 
á]ewéQaococ [AUy (ovo oc). | Tais] &yuoc(&rauc) ExA[(notats) THe 6p80ddZ0u 

Ta] Tews o 0007, * [xe|xpe] oc tuu (vq) [npocevývextar, xal TOUS àcvA(a]c Spous 
tovs tai; AEI[--|--] ANEPOM [-- 1G np] ec wdptupt 8 te OE[--] 


In the name of our lord Jesus Christ our God, Imperator Caesar Flavius Iustinianus 
Augustus, Alamanicus, Gothicus, Francicus, Germanicus, Anticus, Vandalicus, 
Pius, victorious, glorious, winner of trophies, forever Augustus. The due zeal was 
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displayed towards the most holy churches of the orthodox faith, and the boundaries 
of asylia that ... to the (church of) the First Martyr ... 


Comm.: Corbo rightly surmised that fragments (a) and (b) belong to one and 
the same inscription, because of the similarity of the letters. Though fragment 
(c) could not be autopsied, and we even lack its dimensions, it appears to join 
fragment (a). The three form part of a Justinianic inscription, most probably a 
rescript. Fragment (a) has part of 11.1-4, fragment (b) part of 11.3-7, fragment (c) 
part of 1l.4-7. The first four lines contain the formal opening formula, with the 
invocation to Christ and the triumphal titulature of the emperor, which he ac- 
quired in 533 and which was used in official documents, including edicts on 
stone. The opening invocation to Christ also came into official use at the same 
time (D. Feissel, BCH 116, 1992, 393f.). The full set of eight triumphal epithets 
appears in CIG 8636 from Trebizond (the only case in which the official titula- 
ture appears not in an edict on stone but in a building inscription: see Feissel, 
ibid. 383-92 for a full treatment of this inscription, now lost) and in a half Greek, 
half Latin inscription from Miletus (M. Amelotti, in: id. - L. Migliardi Zingale, 
Le costituzioni giustinianee nelle epigrafi, 1985, 101-4 no. 3, 139 no. 20), while 
in IK Ephesos 1353 two epithets, Francicus and Anticus, are omitted. The sur- 
viving letters in our fragments enable us to restore the approximate length of 
the lines and to surmise that, in addition to the four triumphal epithets partly 
preserved, two more were included in 1.3. In former editions it was suggested that 
the fragments belonged to an edict of theological content, such as the one Justin- 
ian addressed to all the churches on March 15, 533, laying down the orthodox 
creed against the heresies of Nestorius and Eutyches (see L. Perrone, La Chiesa 
di Palestina e le controversie cristologiche, 1980, 189f. The full text of this edict 
is preserved in the Justinian Code, CJ L1,6, and in Chronicon Paschale, ed. Din- 
dorf 630-3). The new reading proposed here, on the other hand, suggests that the 
edict dealt with asylia rights granted to a church (probably one dedicated to the 
Protomartyr, St. Stephen; if so, it was in all likelihood the Eudocian church and 
monastery north of the northern gate of the city, today's Damascus Gate). More 
precisely, since asylia was considered a prerogative of all churches, the inscrip- 
tion would represent an imperial decision, in answer to a request of the church 
representatives, establishing the boundaries of its asylia, which may have includ- 
ed the monastery and other buildings attached to the church. If so, the inscrip- 
tion was probably displayed in St. Stephen itself, and the fragments made their 
way to the Holy Sepulchre - perhaps in the Crusader period - as valuable marble 
for secondary use. Some of the words restored in 11.5-7 echo formulas in other 
imperial grants of asylia. The asylia grant of the church of St. Zechariah at el- 
Bassa (Bezet: SEG 8, 18) opens with the words Tai mpocxuvytats [aytwrtat (ats)] 
éxxAnaiats ġ x[exp] eoo t€uévy, Tiu) Tpocevyvextat; the above-mentioned in- 
scription from Ephesus (IK Ephesos 1353) begins [II&catc voie exxAy] oats THs 
6pb0ddZou mlotews THY [8£ovcav mp] ocyxel Tiunv Tpocdyeobat, xal xavà To [co xal 
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T@ oleBacuty olxw tot amootdAou [’Iwavvov] etc. It is more difficult to restore the 
end of 1.6 and the whole of 1.7. The last preserved letter of 1.6 may be a gamma ora 
iota: if the former, Aey [ou (Evatc)] (abbreviated like the participle in 1.6) comes to 
mind; if the latter, we might think of the adverb Aíav (spelled Aciav). Other words 
concerning the sacred, like Aevroupyía, AElPavov, seem hardly worth considering 
in this context. The group of letters preserved at the beginning of 1.7 strongly 
suggests a form (participle perfect?) of the verb davepdw; but none of the pos- 
sible combinations results in a coherent reconstruction of the missing text. At 
the end of 1.7, 8 te ĝe- can lend itself to a number of possible restorations: Oe [toç 
judy tums], 0e loptAéotatos &nloxomoc?]. For the mention of the local bishop as 
responsible for the protection of the asylia right granted by the emperor, see for 
instance SEG 8, 18; D. Dain - G. Rouillard, Byzantion 5, 1929, 318. 


Bibl.: V. Corbo, Il Santo Sepolcro di Gerusalemme, 1981, I 147; III ph. 155-7 (no reading); Bieber- 
stein - Bloedhorn 2, 210f. nos. 1-2 (no reading); L. Di Segni, in: A. Faust - E. Baruch - eds., New 
Studies on Jerusalem 12, 2006, 157-61 (Hebr.), 20* (E.S.) (ed. pr). - SEG 56, 1896; L. Di Segni, 
in: K. Galor - G. Avni eds., Unearthing Jerusalem. 150 Years of Archaeological Research in the 
Holy City, 2011, 351-60 at 352-7, 359. - Cf. M. Amelotti, in: Id. - L. Migliardi Zingale, Le costi- 
tuzioni giustinianee nei papiri e nelle epigrafi, 1985, 87-142; J. Hallebeek, in E. Coppens ed., 
Secundum Ius, 2005, 163-82. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer (a+b); V. Corbo, Il Santo Sepolcro di Gerusalemme, 1981, III ph. 157 (c). 
LDS/DF 
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B. Inscriptions of ecclesiastical and religious character 
Inscriptions found in situ 

786.-789. Holy Selpulchre 

786. Re-used capitals with monograms, 586-602 


Two capitals of veined white marble were reused as coussinets (stones placed upon the im- 
post of a pier for receiving the first stone of an arch). These were placed above the capitals 
of two heart-shaped columns that supported the arch leading from the rotunda into the 
Catholikon (see Corbo 1981, II pls. 4 and 20, nos. 68 and 69). Each face of the two capitals 
bore a Greek monogram within a round medallion. The monograms were apparently 
the same on all two capitals, but they were mostly defaced by fire. Monograms (a), (b), (d) 
were copied by Corbo from the cushion of the northernmost column (northern column 
of group 68; Corbo, 1981, II pl. 21, dr), (c) and (d) where photographed from the two 
southern columns (group 69; Corbo 1981, III phs. 42-43). At the time of Corbo's excava- 
tions, in the 1960s, the two capitals were removed and copies were set up in their places. 
Meas.: h 65 cm; @ medallion 27.5 (outside), 23 cm (inside). 


Findspot: Church of the Holy Sepulchre: On top of two heart-shaped columns on 
the east side of the rotunda. 
Pres. loc.: Two capitals are in the courtyard of the SBF Museum, two in the courtyard of the 
Armenian Museum, Jerusalem. 


ES) epeooeeo 
6) Goeeepopopeese 
AT seii l u 
GeboQeooe 
A eee 


Uu) eqpeoeo 


App. crit.: (a) Maxapíou Bieberstein - Bloedhorn. 


























fig. 786.1 


(a) Mavpixiou (c) Oeodoctou 
(b) Kavotavtivns (d) TiBeptov 
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Of Mauricius, Constantina, Theodosius, Tiberius. Or Of Mauricius Tiberius, Con- 
stantina, Theodosius. 





fig. 786.3 (b) 





fig. 786.4 (c) fig. 786.5 (d) 


Comm.: The columns were part of the restoration carried out by Constantinus 
Monomachus in the 11 c. The four capitals/cushions were dated by Corbo to the 6 c. 
in general, by Coüasnon to the Justinian period. However, they can be dated exactly 
through the monograms. Mauricius married Constantina, Tiberius’ daughter, on his 
accession to the throne in 582 (see PLRE IIIA 855ff.: Flavius Mauricius Tiberius 4; 
337ff.: Constantina). Their first son, Theodosius, was born in 585 (PLRE IIIB 1293f:: 
Theodosius 13). Therefore, their second son, Tiberius, cannot have been born before 
586 (PLRE IIIB, 1326: Tiberius 3). Constantina bore Mauricius nine children (six sons, 
Theodosius, Tiberius, Petrus, Paulus, Iustinus, Iustinianus, and three daughters, An- 
astasia, Theoctiste and Cleopatra). Mauricius and his sons were killed by order of the 
usurper Phocas in November 602; Constantina and her daughters some three years 
later. Therefore the monogrammed capitals - probably adorning columns donated by 
the emperor and his family - cannot be earlier than 586 or later than 602. D. Feissel 
suggested, by letter, that Tiberius in monogram (d) might refer to Mauricius himself: 
in this case, the addition of Theodosius’ name to those ofthe imperial couple may date 
the capitals between 590, when Theodosius became co-emperor, and 602. 
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Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: A. Faust - E. Baruch eds., New Studies on Jerusalem 12, 2006, 161ff. (Hebr.), 
20*(E.S.) (ed. pr.). - V. Corbo, SBF 19, 1969, 81 fig. 11 (Monogram a); Ch. Coüasnon, The Church 
of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem, 1974, 55f. pl. 24b (Monogram a); V. Corbo, Il Santo Sepolcro 
di Gerusalemme, 1981, I 151, II pl. 21 (Monograms a, b, d), III phs. 41-43 (Monograms d and c); 
Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 210; SEG 56, 1897; L. Di Segni, in: K. Galor - G. Avni eds., Unearthing 
Jerusalem. 150 Years of Archaeological Research in the Holy City, 2011, 351-60 at 357ff. 


Photo: R. Bonfil (dr.); G. Nalbandian; A. and N. Graicer. 
LDS 


787. Latin graffito/dipinto of a pilgrim, time of Constantine (?) 


Smooth stone block in the eastern end of the south wall of the Chapel of St. Vartan. 
On the plaster there is a drawing of a ship “with the bow to the left, its stern to the 
right and its mast unstepped and lying on its side”; two rudders are also depicted 
(Broshi 1993, 122). The inscription is written below the ship. For the type of ship, 
cf. L. Casson, Ships and Seamanship in the Ancient World, 1994, 101ff. Ship and 
inscription were incised in the stone and then cross-dyed in black, hence rightly 
designated a graffito/dipinto. 

Meas.: h 43, w 86 cm; letters ca. 4 cm. 


Findspot: Church of the Holy Sepulchre, the eastern end of the southwall of the 
Chapel of St. Vartan and the Armenian Martyrs in the crypt of St. Helena. 
Pres. loc.: See findspot. Autopsy: 10 June 2006. 


DOMINEIVIMVS 


App. crit.: Isis Myrionymos 
Bennett - Humphreys; this 
reading was done before the 
cleaning; Helms supported 
their interpretation, and 
without reason accused Testa 
of having changed the writ- 
ten part during the cleaning 
process (see Broshi - Barkay 
127f.). D(ono) d(edit) M. 
Nomimus Wilkinson; how- 
ever, for this interpretation fig. 787 
essential parts of the reading 

would have to be changed. 





Domine ivimus 
Lord, we have come. 


Comm.: The interpretation of the phrase depends entirely on the character of the 
findspot: a cave under the chapel of St. Helena. The Christian context is not in 
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doubt, although pagan gods, too, were often addressed as "domine". The text re- 
calls Psalm 121,1: “In domum Domini ibimus" = “Let us go to the house of the 
Lord”. There could also be an allusion to Jn 6,68: “Domine ad quem ibimus?" = 
"Lord, to whom shall we go (turn)?” It expresses the relief felt by Christian pilgrims 
arriving in the Holy Land and being close to Christ's burial place. The precise date 
cannot be determined. The cave was probably closed when the chapel of St. Helena 
was finished, and the graffito/dipinto, could have been written at any time before 
or during the construction of the Constantinian basilica of the Holy Sepulchre, but 
the time of Constantine, after the decision to build the church had been taken, is 
more likely. The Latin language, combined with the picture ofthe ship, shows that, 
in all probability, the pilgrims hailed from "the West". 


Bibl.: C. Bennett - S. Humphreys, IJNA 3, 1974, 307ff. (ed. pr.). - E. Testa, in: Studia Hierosoly- 
mitana in onore di P. Bellarmino Bagatti I, 1976, 219ff.; M. Broshi, BAR 3, 1977, 42ff.; id., IJNA 
6, 1977, 349ff.; id., Qadmoniot 10, 1977, 30ff. (Hebr.); S. Helms, IJNA 9, 1980, 105ff.; F. Manns, 
Augustinianum 20, 1980, 233ff.; M. Broshi - G. Barkay, IEJ 35, 1985, 119ff.; M. Broshi, in: An- 
cient Churches Revealed 118ff.; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 209; J. Wilkinson, PEQ 127, 1995, 
159f.; AE 1995, 1584. 


Photo: B. Zissu. 


WE 


788. Fragment of chancel screen with remains of inscription 


Fragment of right upper corner ofa chancel screen. White marble, engraved double 
frame. On the upper border above the frame, three Greek letters, followed by a 
cross. The first is an iota according to Corbo, 
but might also be the remnant of an upright 
letter. Round omicron and sigma. 

Meas.: h 28, w 35, d 6 cm. 


Findspot: Found in the excavation under the 
chapel of the Discovery of the Cross (Corbo, 
1981 pls. 3, 4, 6, chapel 30). 


[-- OX (cross) 





fig. 788 


Bibl.: V. Corbo, SBF 15, 1964/65, 346f. (ed. pr.). - Id., Il Santo Sepolcro di Gerusalemme, 1981, I 
174, III ph. 115,5; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 211 no. 4. 
Photo: V. Corbo, SBF 15, 1964/65, 346 fig. 20,5. 


LDS 
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789. Inscription in plaster, on the wall of a cistern, 6-7 c. 


A round medallion with a double frame decorated with ivy leaves encloses a large 
cross with a two-line Greek inscription in relief across the arms; the medallion is 
made of plaster on the plastered surface of the wall, just under the vault. Ornate 
oval letters, w-shaped omega. Nomen sacrum abbreviated with horizontal line. 


Findspot: In the northwestern corner of a cistern (St. Helena’s cistern of the Latins) 
located northwest of the rotunda of the Anastasis, in the Franciscan convent of the 


Holy Sepulchre. The cistern is not accessible. 
Pres. loc.: See findspot. 


®ONH KYEIII 
TONY AATON 


App. crit.: Ku(pio)u Tinelli; K(uptov) all other eds. 
Pwvy K(vpto)v éri | vàv 00dTov 


The voice of the Lord (is) upon the 
waters. 


Comm.: Quotation from Ps 29 (28),3. 
The cistern (29 m long, 19 m wide and 
8 m high) is roughly rectangular, with 
steps descending down to its bottom. These, and also the quotation, which is part of 
the baptismal and Epiphany liturgies, led some scholars to assume that it was used 
for baptism or provided water for a baptistry. A Byzantine font was found nearby: see 
Tinelli 95-103. They associated it with the “balneum ... ubi infantes lavantur”, seen 
in 333 by the Pilgrim of Bordeaux, behind the Anastasis Church (It. Burd. 594,4, ed. 
Geyer - Cuntz 17). This identification is rejected by other scholars and, in any case, 
the inscription is probably to be dated to a much later period, although it belongs to 
the first stage of the church. The cistern itself may well be dated in the Constantin- 
ian period and the inscription may have been added later, when it was re-plastered. 
The palaeography points to a date in the late 6 c. or in the 7 c.; thus, the work may 
have been done during Modestus' restoration after the Persian conquest. The list of 
dead buried by Thomas the Deacon, included in the Expugnatio Hierosolymae, re- 
ports thousands of bodies drawn from cisterns of the Holy City (J.T. Milik, MUSJ 37, 
1960/61, 133 nos. 3, 17, 32). Cleaning and replastering would have been a necessary 
job not only from the point of view of hygiene, but also from that of purity, after a 
cistern in a church had been defiled by bloody and decomposing bodies. If so, this 
inscription could be dated ca. 616-626. 





fig. 789 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 586 no. 51 (ed. pr.). - G. Dalman, PJb 3, 1907, 36f.; Thom- 
sen I no. 12; Abel, DACL 2357; H. Leclercq, DACL 13,1, 1937, 840; B. Bagatti, SBF 3, 1952/53, 119 
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no. 13; C. Tinelli, SBF 23, 1973, 95-104 at 98f., fig. 3 (mistaken scale); Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 
209f.; Felle, Biblia Epigraphica 126f. no. 205. - Cf. Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 1-2, 139; 
Ch. Coüasnon, The Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem, 1974, 48ff.; V. Corbo, SBF 29, 
1979, 290f.; id., Il Santo Sepolcro di Gerusalemme, 1981, I 131-4, II pls. 3, 59£.; A. Wharton, DOP 
46, 1992, 313-25; G. Avni - J. Seligman, in: G. Bottini - L. Di Segni - L. Chrupcala eds., One Land 
- Many Cultures, 2003, 157. 


Photo: C. Tinelli, SBF 23, 1973, 99 fig. 3. 
LDS 


790.-795. Temple Mount 


790. Hebrew graffito quoting Isaiah 66,14, 4 c. CE (?) 


Two uneven lines of formal Jewish script incised in an embossed stone in the west- 
ern supporting wall of the Temple Mount. 
Meas.: h 128, w 103 cm; letters 8 cm (average). 


Findspot: The 14th row of the southwestern wall of the Temple Mount, beneath 
Robinson's Arch. 
Pres. loc.: See findspot. Autopsy: 1978. 


DDV 
RNWTIDMNYLYI 





fig. 790.1 
RWT DNINYYI | D235 WWI DNI 


Translit.: wr'ytm wśś lbkm | w'smwtm kd% 


You shall see and your heart shall rejoice and their bones like grass (shall flourish). 


Comm.: This inscription is a partial a329 LT DITA 


quotation of Isaiah 66,14, with the next 
word in the verse needed to complete end JIN "LEV 
the sense, and with one crucial change: 
RWTD DD NAY Db WWI Dnw 
ninnan “You shall see and your heart shall rejoice and your bones like grass shall 
flourish...". This verse, together with the preceding verse (“you shall be comforted 





fig. 790.2 


96 Late Antiquity, from Constantine to the Arab conquest 


in Jerusalem”), expresses 
hope for the restoration of 
Jerusalem and rebuilding 
of the Temple. Accord- 
ingly, since the inscription 
is written slightly above 
the Byzantine street level, 
it has been widely inter- 
preted as a joyful reaction 
to the religious autonomy 
granted by Julian the 
Apostate (361-3 CE) to the 
Jews, including permis- 
sion to rebuild the Temple; a fourth-century date also fits palaeographically. Yet 
the inscription may also be a reaction to the permission given by Eudocia, the es- 
tranged wife of Theodosius II (408-450 CE), to the Jews to visit Jerusalem or even 
settle there. Other possibilities include dating the inscription to the early 7 c., after 
the Sassanid conquest, or even to the Omayyid dynasty, when 70 families from Ti- 
berias were brought to Jerusalem to live in an area south of the Temple Mount (see 
Ben-Dov 1986). Alternatively, the inscription does not have to be tied to a specific 
event, but could be an expression of hope in desperate times, and thus could have 
been incised any time between the 4 and 11 c. 





fig. 790.3 


The change in wording of the biblical text - “their bones” instead of “your 
bones" - can be explained as a memory slip or lack of knowledge by the inscriber; if 
intentional, the possible explanations are many but the meaning still obscure (see 
Koenen and Reich - Billig for suggestions, including a possible tav-kaf ligature). 


Bibl.: Mazar, Excavations (Report) 23 pl. XX XII (ed. pr.). - PEQ 102, 1970, 79; B. Mazar, Qadmo- 
niot 5, 1972, 85 (Hebr.); IMC 100 no. 171; Syria/BES 1972 no. 99; J. Blok-v. d. Boogert, Phoenix 
20, 1974, 344f.; Y. Tsafrir, Jerusalem, in: Reallexikon zur Byzantinischen Kunst 3, 1978, 541f.; 
B. Mazar, Der Berg des Herrn, 1979, 88; F. Blanchetiáre, JJS 31, 1980, 69; M. Ben-Dov, In the 
Shadow of the Temple, 1985, 219, 222£.; H. Shanks, BAR 12, 1986, 20-39; M. Ben-Dov, Ariel 46, 
1986, 10 (Hebr.); id., Cathedra 40, 1986, 16-9 (Hebr.); G. Stemberger, Juden und Christen im 
Heiligen Land, 1987, 169; K. Koenen, ZDPV 106, 1990/91, 180ff.; M. Avi-Yonah, NEAEHL 2, 
1993, 773f.; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 43f.; Y. Tsafrir, in: E. Dassmann - J. Engemann eds., Ak- 
ten des zwölften internationalen Kongresses für christliche Archäologie, 1995, 1, 375; H. Blok - 
M. Steiner, Jerusalem. Ausgrabungen in der Heiligen Stadt, 1996, 119f.; Y. Billig - R. Reich, in: A. 
Faust - E. Baruch eds., New Studies on Jerusalem 3, 1997, 18-24 (Hebr); L. Di Segni - Y. Tsafrir, 
in: Tsafrir - Safrai, History 261-80, 323f. (Hebr); R. Reich - G. Avni - T. Winter, The Jerusalem 
Archaeological Park, 1999, 22; Y. Englard, Cathedra 98, 2000, 46 (Hebr.); Jaroš, Inschriften 409 
no. 268; Küchler, Jerusalem 145f., 296, 561; R. Reich - Y. Billig, NEAEHL 5, 2008, 1811. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer; M. Ben-Dov, Cathedra 40, 1986, 17 no. 11 (dr.). 


AY/JJP 
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791. Temple prayer in Hebrew, 6 c. CE or later 


An inscription of seven lines in formal Jewish script engraved on a stone in second- 


ary use. 


Meas.: h (max.) 180, w (max.) 334 cm (Mayer, 1930, 223). 


Findspot: In the southern wall of the mausoleum of el-As'ardiya, the northern part 


ofthe Temple Mount. 
Pres. loc.: See findspot. 


msaxcnbN v 
nmmanmun 
IDapymnai 
owpoarmnor 
D'DÜOINITIUO'O! 
TANI TAN 

noo 


mna | nm mann | mss nos » 
mro | o'opbisrm yor | 12 apy" 
TOD | PANI PAR | MOVON 


Translit.: yy 'Ihy sb’wt | tony hbyt 
hzh | bhyh y'qb bn | ywsp 
wtywpwlqtws | wsysynyh 
wnstsyh | 'mn wmn | slh 


God the Lord of Hosts, may you 
build this house in the lifetime of 
Ya'akov son of Yosef, and (in the 
lifetime) of Theophylactus and 
Sisiniya and Anastasia. Amen and 
Amen, Selah. 


Comm.: This stone, built into the 
southern wall of the mausoleum of 
el-As'ardiya on the Temple Mount, 
was seen and recorded by Mayer 80 
years ago when access was briefly 
afforded during repairs on the 
adjacent school. Mayer recorded 
other Hebrew inscriptions there, 
but of a later date, outside the pa- 


mias SUN ^ 
$ndàa^93nj3n 

tapya mn 
wivphst 1 gor 


TIVNI NNDD 
1AN PAS 
nby 








ENEA 
fig. 791.1 


fig. 791.2 
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rameters of this corpus (e.g., a Hebrew inscription naming Mussi Suleiman). The 
present inscription seems to have been carefully incised by a professional hand. 
In the absence of original archaeological context, the letter-forms are the basis 
for dating this stone to the 6 c. CE or later. Certain characteristics of the script 
also resemble synagogue inscriptions, such as that from Hammat Gader (Naveh, 
Stone and Mosaic no. 32); note esp. the open samekh and the cross at the top of 
zayin. Sukenik also thought that the mix of Hebrew and Greek names, similar 
to Late Roman synagogue inscriptions, pointed to a pre-Islamic date, but that is 
uncertain. 

The “house” in 1.2 is of course the Temple. The inscription was most likely 
inscribed (or commissioned) by a Jewish pilgrim visiting the site of the destroyed 
Temple. Safrai notes the custom of pilgrims to walk the circuit of the Temple 
Mount, and imagines that this stone was erected in a place of regular prayer during 
these pilgrimages. 

Ben-Dov proposed a tripartite interpretation - opening, body of text, closing 
- in which the three units are to be read discretely instead of continuously, and 
the initial bet in 1.3 is to be emended to a he, rendering the main purpose of the 
inscription as a wish or fulfillment of a vow. This is highly unlikely, from the point 
of view of both syntax and context, and the text makes perfect sense without emen- 
dation: a messianic wish for the Temple to be rebuilt in the lives of the individuals 
mentioned in the inscription, a component of traditional Jewish prayer to this day. 
Compare the similar messianic wish embodied in the verses of Isaiah inscribed on 
a stone in the southern wall of the Temple Mount, no. 790. 

The he instead of the yod at the end of the word, as well as the final yod instead 
of he in tbny, 1.2, are examples of the interchange of final yod and he in roots ending 
with these semi-vowels. 

The inscription contains one Hebrew name plus patronym and three single 
Greek names. OeodAaxoc is attested in the Greek world (LGPN I-IIIa, s.v.; Pape, 
WGE 496; Hagedorn, Wórterlisten 53), but it may in this instance reflect the He- 
brew name Shamariyahu. Sisiniya is probably a Semitic rendition of the Greek male 
name Xictvyc, Zactv(v)toc, Zictvte, Liolvvns, Zuctviavvóc, etc. (LGPN I, IIa, IV, V, s.v.; 
Pape, WGE, 1400; Hagedorn, Wórterlisten, 116). Nothing can be known about the 
origin or native tongue of these four (probably related) individuals. 


Bibl.: L. Mayer, Zion 3, 1929, 22-5 (Hebr.); id., ZDPV 53, 1930, 224 no. 2 pl. 12A (edd. prr.). - E. 
Sukenik, JJPES, 1929/30, 139f. (ph.) (Hebr.); id., Zion 4, 1930, 136-41 (Hebr); F.-M. Abel, RB 40, 
1931, 159; CIJ 2, 1398; B. Lifshitz, in: ANRW II 8, 1977, 458; M. Ben-Dov, Cathedra 40, 1986, 25f. 
(ph.) (Hebr.); S. Safrai, in: Tsafrir - Safrai, History, 239-59 at 258f. (Hebr.). 


Photo: L. Mayer, ZDPV 53, 1930 pl. 12 A; M. Ben-Dov, Cathedra 40, 1986, 25 (dr.). 
AY/ JJP 
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792. Welcome inscription on mosaic, mid-5 c. 


An inscription of three lines in black tesserae within two concentric rectangular 
frames. The letters belong to the square alphabet; lunate sigma and w-shaped ome- 
ga. White background decorated with red and black florets and sprigs. The inscrip- 
tion faces south, although the entrance to the room is from the west (Mazar 2003, 
236, plan IIL7 and 239f.). 

Meas.: Outer frame: h 115, w 110 cm; inner frame: h 95, w 85 cm; letters 7 cm. 


Findspot: During the excavations south of the Temple Mount by B. Mazar the mo- 
saic pavement was found in a small anteroom (Room 12010 in Area XII) in a Byz- 
antine house south of the flight of steps leading up to the western opening of the 
Hulda Gate. 


Pres. loc.: See findspot. 


EYTYXQ= 
TOIZQAE 
[.-JKOYXIN 


App. crit.:1.3 []xovct Applebaum 
- Isaac - Landau, SEG; [Clotow 
Ovadiah. 


Ebtuyéis | toic wade | [oi] otv 
Good luck to those who live here. 


Comm.: In the caption of the 
photos published by Mazar and 
Ben-Dov without transcription, 
the text is translated "those who 
inhabit/live here", suggesting the reading [oi]xoÜct in 1.3, while Applebaum - Isaac 
- Landau amended [7|] ouctv. But as xe is usually constructed with prepositions 
or adverbs indicating motion, we prefer [oi]xoÜctv, perhaps written phonetically, 
with upsilon or eta, both known spellings. 

In this area Mazar excavated buildings of the Late Roman and the Byzantine pe- 
riods. The former appear to have been built in the 4 c. and destroyed towards the end 
of Julian's reign; the latter were dated by the excavator to the mid-5 c. or later; they 
were in use at least until the 7 c. The mosaic pavement with the inscription belongs to 
the latter group. The letter forms seem consistent with a date in the mid-5 c. 





Bibl.: S. Applebaum - B. Isaac - Y. Landau, SCI 4, 1978, 144 no. 22 (ed. pr.). - B. Mazar, Qadmoniot 
5, 1972, 85 (ph.); J. Blok - V.D. Boogert, Phoenix 20, 1974, 343f. fig. 99; B. Mazar, in: Jerusalem 
Revealed 38 (ph.); SEG 28, 1436; M. Ben-Dov, The Dig at the Temple Mount, 1982, 251 (ph.); id., In 
the Shadow of the Temple, 1985, 251 (ph.); B. Mazar, Excavations and Discoveries, 1986, 36 (ph.); 
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Ovadiah, MPI no. 125 pl. 96 (ph.); Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 388, 394; L. Di Segni, in: Temple 
Mount Excavations II 246f. ph. III.53; SEG 53, 1866; Küchler, Jerusalem 300f, fig. 140 (plan). 


Photo: Courtesy of E. Mazar. 
LDS 


793. Inscription on fragment of marble chancel screen 


Fragment of a marble chancel screen with a Greek inscription of one line engraved 
on the moulded upper border. 
Meas.: h 21.5, w 14 cm; letters 2.4-3.2 cm. 


Findspot: Temple Mount Excavations, Area XV, Locus 15000, on the site of a build- 
ing identified by E. Mazar as a monastery. Cf. no. 794. 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 


[--]THPIA[--] 


[Yrép ow|tnptals --] 


For the salvation ... 


Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: Temple Mount Excavations II 121f. no. 
2 pl. 1 19,2 (dr.), 21,2 (ph.) (ed. pr.). - O. Peleg, ibid. 135-52; 
SEG 53, 1859. 





Photo: Archive of B. Mazar, courtesy of E. Mazar. fig. 793 
LDS 


794. Inscription on marble chancel screen, mid- or second half of 6 c. (?) 


One-line Greek inscription engraved with a fine instrument on the upper border 
of a marble chancel screen broken into several pieces. The letters belong to the oval 
alphabet; omicron and theta are slightly pointed on top. The text ends with a cross 
and a palm leaf. The center of the panel was decorated with a laurel wreath: for a 
description, see Peleg 135-8. 

Meas.: h 59, w 92.5, d 3.6 cm; h of upper border with inscription 5.5 cm; letters 1.5-2.3 cm. 


Findspot: Temple Mount Excavations, Area XV, Locus 15000; on the site of a build- 
ing identified by E. Mazar as a monastery, situated at the foot of the eastern section 
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of the southern wall of the Temple Mount compound (see Temple Mount Excava- 
tions II 4f., plan I.1 and ph. 1.1). 


Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 
[--]KAPIIO®OPIASKAISOTHPIAZTIMOOEOYTIPESBYTEPOY (cross) 


['Yn£p] xaptodwptas 
xai cwryplas Timobéou 
mpecButépou 


For the offering and 
salvation of Timotheus the 
priest. 





fig. 794.1 


Kapri0 ou PLXCKA I CUT HPIAS TIA OBEY T PEC BYT ePovp 


fig. 794.2 


Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: Temple Mount Excavations II 120f. no. 1 pl. I 19,1 (dr.), 21,1 (ph.) (ed. pr). 
- O. Peleg, ibid. 135-52; SEG 53, 1858. 


Photo: L. Di Segni, in: The Temple Mount Excavations II 122, 136 pls. I 19,1; 21,1 (ph. and dr.). 
LDS 


795. Inscription painted on lintel 


Two-line Greek inscription painted in red on a lintel. Today no traces of the paint 
remain, but a reading was obtained from three color slides taken at the time of the 
excavation. No measurements could be taken. 


Findspot: Temple Mount Excavations, 
Area XV; lintel of the entrance to room 
15028 (see Temple Mount Excavations 
II 4, 12 pls. L1 and 2), in the basement 
ofthe building identified by E. Mazar as 
a monastery. 

Pres. loc.: See findspot. 


(cross) KEBOHOGI 
ANTONIOY (cross) 
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K(úpı)e Boði | Avtoviou 
Lord, help Antonius. 


Comm.: The reading is tentative. 


Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: Temple Mount Excavations II 121f. no. 3 pl. 1 19,3 (ph.) (ed. pr.). - SEG 53, 1862. 
Photo: L. Di Segni, in: The Temple Mount Excavations II, pl. I 19,3. 


LDS 


796. City of David - Building inscription in a mosaic pavement, late 6-early 7 c. 


The southeastern hill of Jerusalem (City of David), the valley west of the hill (Tyro- 
poeon) and the slopes between the hill and the Temple Mount (Ophel) were includ- 
ed within the walled city of Jerusalem in the Byzantine period, as they had been 
in the Second Temple period. In the Byzantine period the area was occupied by a 
residential quarter of well-built, mosaic-paved private houses that continued to be 
used into the Early Islamic period (cf. J. Magness, BASOR 287, 1992, 67-74; ead., Je- 
rusalem Ceramic Chronology, 1993, 51-71; G. Avni, BASOR 357, 2010, 40f.). Several 
private houses of the Byzantine period were excavated by Macalister and Duncan 
in the northern and central part of the hill, and by Crowfoot and Fitzgerald in the 
northwestern part. Later Crowfoot excavated more to the south, uncovering ad- 
ditional houses, in one of which was the dedicatory inscription of a bath, no. 796. 
More Byzantine remains were uncovered at the south end of the City of David in 
Y. Shiloh's excavations. Two fragmentary inscriptions on marble were found by 
the Macalister - Duncan expedition (nos. 774, 1012). In addition, many inscribed 
objects were found, on the surface and in excavations, both of the Byzantine period 
and of earlier periods. One is represented by an inscribed bowl and lid (no. 1059), 
another by a bronze artefact (no. 1087). (LDS) 


White mosaic pavement, 8.5x3.5 m, with geometrical decoration in black and red. 
It consists of a round medallion: two rows of white tesserae flanked by rows of 
black. Situated in the centre of the room it encloses an inscription of seven lines 
in black tesserae, separated by rows of black tesserae. The letters belong to the oval 
Byzantine alphabet. The omicron is slightly pointed. Lunate sigma and w-shaped 
omega. Abbreviation marks in 1.6 after KTI and KYP(?), as well as in 1.7 after ME. 
Meas.: @ 137 cm. 


Findspot: On the east side of a Byzantine street running in a southeasterly direc- 
tion in the southern part of the City of David. 
Pres. loc.: Rockefeller Museum, Jerusalem, inv. no. H-174 (lost). 
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ZYME 

ANANEQXAX 
YHOIAIKOZMHXAX 
ENYTIAAOYXAMENOX 
AIIOAAYXIAETONXON 
KTIKYPKOMEYTENIE 
METONSE[--] 


App. crit.: 1.5: AOAAYZIA> 
Crowfoot. 


Xv ue | dvavewoas, | 
Wygtdr xoourjoas,| 

&y Vyia Aovoduevos | 
amoAava<e>ias Tov aby | 
xTUTLAaTwY) xúp(e) 

xóu (c) Eùyévıe | ue(cà) 
tov ce[avu o0] 





fig. 796 


You who have restored me and decorated (me) with mosaics, Lord Comes Eugenius, 
after having washed (here) in good health, may you enjoy your foundations with 
your household. 


Comm.: When the mosaic was lifted, a few coins were discovered underneath. The 
latest is a coin of Justinian, minted in Alexandria, which, according to Crowfoot, 
cannot be earlier than 558. This dates the mosaic to the second half ofthe 6 c., and 
possibly even to the beginning ofthe 7 c. The text indicates that the room was part 
of a bathhouse. The expression "in good health" appears in a bathhouse at Gadara 
(S. Mittmann, ZDPV 82, 1966, 71ff.), in a lavatory in Sepphoris (SEG 37, 1475), as 
well as on buckets for bathing (SEG 39, 1089, 1760-1762.; 44, 1338). 


Bibl.: F.-M. Abel apud A. Barrois, RB 38, 1929, 316f. (ed. pr.). - J. Crowfoot, PEQ 61, 1929, 15f. 
pl. 4 (ph.); M. Avi-Yonah, QDAP 2, 1932, 175 no.146; SEG 8, 172; Thomsen II no. 24A; J. Crow- 
foot, PEQ 77, 1945, 66-104 at 93ff. no. 18 pl. 16; B. Isaac, in: Tsafrir - Safrai, History 385 (Hebr); 
Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 28-44 at 29f. - Cf. R. Macalister - J. Duncan, Excavations on the Hill 
of Ophel, Jerusalem, 1923-1925, 1926; Crowfoot 1929, 9-16, 75ff., 150-66 (plan); id. - G. Fitzger- 
ald, Excavations in the Tyropoeon Valley, Jerusalem, 1927, 1929, 59-102; Y. Shiloh, Excavations 
at the City of David I, 1984; H. Geva, NEAEHL 2, 1993, 772f.; Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 
133*f.(e), 172£.(h) no. 416. 


Photo: J. Crowfoot, PEQ 61, 1929, pl. 4. 
LDS 


797. canceled 
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798.-799. The “Pit of Jeremiah” 


A large cavern lies under the street leading from the Dung Gate to the SW hill, ca. 
50 m southwest of the gate, directly west of the descent to the Pool of Siloam. Its 
ground plan is oval (length ca. 32.5 m, width ca. 19 m) with the entrance in the 
northeast; the ceiling is supported by five massive rock-hewn pillars. The cavern 
was initially used as a cistern, with its mouth in the ceiling to the right of the en- 
trance. In Late Antiquity the cavern became important for Christians as the fol- 
lowing inscriptions clearly show: no. 798 above the entrance that was built at that 
time, and the graffito no. 799 in the cave accompanied by the monogram of Christ. 
B. Pixner probably correctly identified this cavern with the “Pit of Jeremiah” men- 
tioned in late antique pilgrims’ accounts and medieval sources as the place where 
the prophet Jeremiah was thrown into a cistern according to Jer 38,6ff. (for the late 
antique and medieval sources see Küchler, Jerusalem 667). 


798. Invocation above the entrance to the cavern 


According to Pixner, the inscription, of which only the beginning is preserved, is 
on the keystone of the entrance arch underneath a partially obliterated cross. KE at 


the beginning with an overbar as abbreviation marker; lunate sigma. 
Pres. loc.: In situ. 


(cross) KE BOH@IZ TOYS [--] @) 

App. crit.: (cross) KE BOHOH TOI Pixner, ed. pr. mnia. 

From there Bieberstein - Bloedhorn: (cross) K(úpi)e + E BOHOIC TOYC 
Bon8y¢ Tots [--]. It seems that Pixner in ed. pr., giving 

only a diplomatic transcription, implicitly corrected fig. 798 


iotacism and accusative into dative. The drawings in 
his later publications show BOHTIX and TOY. 


K(úpı)e Box (ov) tots [SovAouc? --] 
Lord, help the servants(?) ... 


Comm.: Küpte Bońðnoov is a common formula in late antique Christian invoca- 
tions. A parallel for the version with a iotacised form of &ov0éo followed by accusa- 
tive plural can be found in a mosaic inscription from a church in Kh. el-Beiyüdát, 
12 km north of Jericho: Ku(pte) BorPicov tods dovAou(<s) ... (SEG 40, 1475). 


Bibl.: B. Pixner, ZDPV 95, 1979, 63ff. (ed. pr.). - Id., CNI 27, 1979/82, 118-21, 148 (notes) at 119f. 
(plan, dr.); id., Wege des Messias und Státten der Urkirche, 2nd ed. 1994, 268ff. figs. 63 (plan), 
64 (dr.); Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 381f.; Küchler, Jerusalem 666-9 figs. 373 (plan), 374 (dr.). 


Photo: B. Pixner, Wege des Messias 270 fig. 64 (dr.). 
DK/WE 
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799. Graffito on the northern wall of the cavern 


Graffito in large letters on the northern wall of the corridor-like descent of the cav- 
ern. Alpha at the end is considerably smaller than the preceding letters and raised. 
The letters are followed closely by a chi-rho monogram. Underneath, and to the 
right of this, is what seems to be another alpha. Further downward and to the left of 
this are remains of a second chi-rho monogram. LDS suggests that the third alpha 


“belongs with the christogram and is part of an alpha-omega". 
Pres. loc.: In situ. 


AKPAA IN l 
N Va ) / AD 
Comm.: There is no obvious meaning behind [/ V |/ 
oe, 


the letters. Pixner, ignoring the second alpha at 

the end and thus reading AKPA, proposed the 

hypothesis (ed. pr. 148 n. 6): “Who incised this 

graffito on the cistern wall? Could it have been d 

a fifth-century Byzantine guide who wanted to 

indicate the direction of the Akra (Praetorium) fig. 799 
with its prison of Christ, of which Jeremiah's 

dungeon was a typos?". 


Bibl.: B. Pixner, CNI 27, 1979/82, 118-21 and 148 (notes) at 119f. with plan and dr. (ed. pr.). - Id., 
Wege des Messias und Státten der Urkirche, 2nd ed. 1994, 268ff. figs. 63 (plan), 64 (dr.); Bieber- 
stein - Bloedhorn 2, 381£; Küchler, Jerusalem 666-9 figs. 373 (plan), 374 (dr.). 


Photo: B. Pixner, Wege des Messias 270 fig. 64 (dr.). 
DK/WE 


800. Nea Church - Greek building inscription moulded in 
plaster on the wall of a cistern, 549/50 or 564/65 CE 


The inscription is set in a tabula ansata. Underneath is a cross 66 cm high. Script 
and cross are moulded in high relief in the hard hydraulic plaster that lines the cis- 
tern wall. The characters are applied on the plaster and painted red; a few are dam- 
aged or have slipped off the surface, leaving traces on the plaster, but the preserva- 
tion of the text is quite good. The letters belong to the square alphabet. A number 
of abbreviations are used, namely, two types of small stigmas (shoulder-high and 
below the line) and superscript letters (1.5). The diphthong OY is in ligature in 11.3 
and 5. The numerals are marked with a horizontal stroke. A ligature in 1.1 joins two 
letters belonging to different words. Square sigma and square w-shaped omega. The 
text ends with a small cross. The right margin of the register is uneven. 

Meas.: h 68, w 122 cm (158 cm, including the handles); letters 8-10 cm. 
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Findspot: Substructure of the Nea Church. The cistern in which the inscription 
was found within occupies a structure 33 m long, 9.5-17 m wide and about 11 m 
high, consisting of six vaulted units supported by massive piers. The inscription is 
high up in the southern wall, ca. 8 m above floor level, exactly in front of the open- 
ing of a stepped gallery that entered the vaults from the north. 

Pres. loc.: Israel Museum, Jerusalem, inv. no. 1977-250. 





fig. 800 


KTOYTOTOEPIrONE®IAOTIMH 
ZATOOEYXEBHMONBAXI 
AEYZOAIOYXTINIANOXIIPONOI 
AKXIIOYAIKONZ/TANTINOY 
OXIOTAIIPEXBKHI'OYMEINAIT (cross) 


K(al) tobto Tò &£pyov eprrotiuy|aato 6 evoeB(Eotatoc) hudv Bact|Aevs 4A (&ovtoc) 
Tovotiviavdc, tpovoila x(at) aout Kwvotavtivou | dotwtd(tov) mpecB(utépou) x(ai) 
nyoupe(vou), ivd(ixtiGvos) vy? 


This work too was donated by our most pious Emperor Flavius Justinianus through the 
provision and care of Constantinus, most saintly priest and abbot, in the 13th indiction. 


Comm.: The position of the inscription indicates that it was meant to remain 
visible when the space was filled with water; in other words, it commemorates 
not the building of the vaults, but rather the creation of the cistern. In his de- 
scription of the building of the Nea, Procopius of Caesarea (Aed. 5, 6) states that 
the architects built a substructure in order to enlarge the available space for the 
foundations of the church. This can be identified with the vaults occupied by the 
cistern. Obviously, the cistern (tò £pyov) was inaugurated as a separate struc- 
ture; the addition of xai strengthens this assumption. Did the inauguration of 
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the cistern precede or follow that of the church? The 13th indiction fell thrice in 
Justinian’s reign: in 534/5, 549/50 and 564/5. Avigad considered only the first and 
second dates as possible: the first would imply that the vaults were inaugurated 
before the completion of the church; the second, that the substructure was built 
after the erection of the main building, perhaps to support the annex that housed 
the monastery attached to the church. Avigad ruled out the third date, since the 
vaults are mentioned by Procopius and were therefore in existence before 560, the 
latest possible date of De Aedificiis. However, the vaults may well have been fitted 
as a cistern years after their construction. Constantine was probably not the first 
abbot of the monastery of the Nea, but was the successor of John the Eunuch, an 
Origenist who was appointed ca. 544 and either died, or was removed, when the 
anti-Origenist party prevailed. The final defeat of the Origenists occurred in 554, 
but Origenist leaders were being expelled from various monasteries as early as 
539 (see discussion in DGI 618ff.; Di Segni). Therefore, it is more appropriate to 
date the inscription to 549/50 or 564/5. 


Bibl.: N. Avigad, IEJ 27, 1977, 145-51 pl. 19 (phs.) (ed. pr.). - AE 1977, 830; SEG 27, 1015; Bieber- 
stein - Bloedhorn 2, 292-7 at 293; N. Avigad, in: Y. Tsafrir ed., Ancient Churches Revealed, 1993, 
128-35 (ph.); DGI 614-20 no. 210; B. Isaac, in: Tsafrir - Safrai, History 384f. (ph.) (Hebr.); L. Di 
Segni, in: Jewish Quarter Excavations V, ch. 5, 259-67 (forthcoming). - Cf. Ovadiah, Corpus 
Suppl. 1, 221f. no. 24; Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 133*f.(e), 172f.(h) no. 417. 


Photo: IAA, Israel Museum. 
LDS 


801.-807. Mount Zion 


The remains of a Byzantine monastery and church were discovered in 1889 by the As- 
sumptionist Fathers in their property, on the southeastern slope of Mount Zion, where 
the modern church of St. Peter in Gallicantu now stands. The Byzantine buildings 
were erected on ruins of a mansion of the Second Temple period, which Christian tra- 
dition identified with the palace of the Great Priest Caiaphas, where Jesus was impris- 
oned on the eve of the crucifixion, and the apostle Peter denied knowing him, “before 
the cock crows”, as Jesus had prophesied (Mt 26,57-75; cf. 26,34; Mk 14,53-72; Lk 22, 
54-71; Jn 18,12-27). The Byzantine basilica of St. Peter’s Repentance was built in the 
mid-5 c. For the tradition and the history of the church, sources: Baldi, Enchiridion 
561-74; S. Verhelst, Proche-Orient Chrétien 54, 2004, 264f. no. 17. Of the three Byzan- 
tine inscriptions on mosaic in the grounds of the modern church, two belong to the 
ancient basilica (nos. 801, 803), while the third (no. 802) probably belongs to a private 
house. Another mosaic with inscription (no. 731), dated to the Late Roman period, 
was uncovered some 120 m southwest of the modern church. Several inscribed objects 
of the Roman and Byzantine periods were also discovered on surface, in the grounds 
of the church (nos. 766, 769, 1072, 1076, 1078, 1082; App. 33*-34* , 44*-46*). (LDS) 
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801. St. Peter in Gallicantu - Quotation from the 
Psalms in ecclesiastical building 


Three-line mosaic inscription within a tabula ansata set in a rough white mosaic 
pavement, 8x10 m. The letters, black on a white background, are roughly traced, 
with some cursive forms. Red and black sprigs in the tabula handles. Lunate sigma. 
Meas.: h 26, w 93 cm with handles, 65 without; letters 5-6 cm. 


Findspot: In the centre of a room on the north side of the ancient basilica, near its 


northeastern corner, in the grounds of St. Peter in Gallicantu. 
Pres. loc.: See findspot. Autopsy: 18 September 2008. 


(cross) KZóYAAEHTN [..] 
ZOAONZOYK 
THNEEOAONZOY 





App. crit.: 1.1 t[yv ei] Germer-Durand, 
Thomsen, SEG, Bieberstein - Bloed- 
horn; “A la fin de la 1.1, il est tout à fait 
impossible de se rendre compte sur place de ce que le mosaiste a prétendu écrire pour t9: il y 
a nettement deux T et le débris saisissable à la suite produirait plutôt l'impression d'une lettre 
ronde: C ou €; on peut conjecturer quelque méchante ligature compliquant l'itacisme TN = 
civ." Vincent; TH[--] Abel ; 1. 2: x[al] Thomsen, Bieberstein - Bloedhorn. 


fig. 801.1 


K(ópto)c $uAaEx t(y)v [&t]|oo86v cou x(a) | thy 2£0ddv cov 
May the Lord protect your coming in and your going out. 


X 


Comm.: The inscription is lo- 
cated in the centre of the room 
and oriented to the west, to- 
wards a flight of steps leading 
into another room at a higher 
level, probably a passageway into 
the adjoining church. A stepped 
street passed a few meters north, and the room seemingly served as a vestibule 
leading into the church. Vincent, followed by Thomsen, dated this inscription to 
the 8-9 c. because of the rough form of the letters, but this is no certain indication. 
However, since the basilica was in use for many centuries, is it quite possible that 
the mosaic floor in the vestibule was renovated, and the inscription may well be 
much later than the foundation of the church. 

Ps 120 (121,8 is among the most often quoted in churches, always near the 
entrance. For examples, see Felle, Biblia epigraphica, nos. 80, 96, 99-100, 108-109, 
112-115 (from provincia Arabia); 166, 176, 180, 194, 202-204, 206, 210-211 (Palaes- 
tina), and many others from other regions. 





fig. 801.2 
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Bibl.: L. Vincent, RB 17, 1908, 409f. pl. 1,2 (ph.); J. Germer-Durand, EO 11, 1908, 77f. no. 2 fig. 2 (ph.) 
(edd. prr.). - R. Horning, ZDPV 32, 1909, 124 no. 9; BE 1909, 320; Thomsen I no. 22; Vincent - Abel, 
Jérusalem nouvelle 3, 497-515, at 506f. pl. LIIL10; Abel, DACL, 2359f.; M. Avi-Yonah, QDAP 2, 1932, 
170 no. 125,4; H. Leclercq, DACL 13,1, 1937, 838 fig. 9468 (dr.); SEG 8, 194a; Thomsen II no. 22; S. 
Franken, Das Heilige Land 95, 1963, 34, 39 fig. 5; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 287f. - Cf. C. Schick, 
PEQ 26, 1894, 15-9; J. Germer-Durand, RB 23, 1914, 222-46; Ovadiah, Corpus Suppl. 1, 225f. no. 
28; H. Geva, NEAEHL 2, 1993, 778; Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 150*f.(e), 196f.(h) no. 478. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer; H. Leclercq, DACL 13,1, 838 fig. 9468 (dr.). 
LDS 


802. Inscription in mosaic floor, 6 c.(?) 


A mosaic floor, 3x4 m, decorated with a vine trellis coming out of an amphora and 
forming medallions inhabited by animals. The panel is surrounded by a geometric 
border. Outside the border is an inscription of two lines flanked by a pair of red 
sandals. The letters are traced in dark gray tesserae. Lunate sigma. 
Meas.:1.1: w 53 cm, letters 5.5-11 cm; 1.2: w 11 cm, letters 5.5-6 cm. 


Findspot: In a concrete hut north of the modern church of St. Peter in Gallicantu. 
Pres. loc.: See findspot. Autopsy: 18 September 2008. 


EYTYXIZTE® 
ANE 


Evtuy<e>t Erép|ave 
Good luck, Stephanus. 


Comm.: Germer-Durand (1908) 
dated the mosaic to the 4-5 c., 
while Thomsen suggested the 6 c. 
Germer-Durand believed the room to be a tomb and the inscription to be funerary. 
The inscription would then mark the entrance to the tomb. EdtUyet means in fact 
"Good luck", but it sometimes appears also on tombstones in Syria and Egypt in 
which case it means "Farewell". However, it is not clear whether this room should be 
regarded as a tomb. Evtvyet in a funeral context is as yet unknown in Palestine - al- 
though it is well known in buildings (e.g. Alt, GIPT, 13f. no. 6, from Beersheba; Du- 
nand, Hauran, nos. 31, 195, from the Hauran; SEG 8, 101, from Sebaste; SEG 40, 1465, 
from the Golan Heights; CIIP II 1343, from Caesarea), as well as on rings and other 
artifacts. Germer-Durand interpreted the sandals as a symbol of the departure from 
this world, as they appear on tombstones in Egypt. However, in Palestine sandals are 
represented at the entrance of public or private halls having a non-religious function. 
The very example offered by Germer-Durand (1908), at the third station of the Via 
Dolorosa, in the so-called “Church of the Spasm”, is now believed to be a civic build- 





fig. 802 
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ing rather than a church. For this church and the sandals, see Vincent - Abel, Jérusa- 
lem nouvelle 3, 599-604 figs. 24-247. The same is true of the sandals represented on 
mosaics at Madaba, in the Hippolytus Hall, Burnt Palace, Hall of the Aqsar family, 
Hall of the Salayta (M. Piccirillo, The Mosaics of Jordan, 1993, 66, 77ff. figs. 24, 46, 
51). It seems more likely, therefore, to regard this mosaic as the pavement of a private 
hall rather than ofa tomb, strengthened by the apotropaic symbol of the sandals. For 
this interpretation, see also: K. Dunbabin, JRA 3, 1990, 104. Augural inscriptions ad- 
dressed to the master of the house are not uncommon: see for instance nos. 792, 796. 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, EO 11, 1908, 77 no. 1 fig. 1 (dr.) (ed. pr.). - L. Vincent, RB 17, 1908, 406f. 
pl. I (ph.); R. Horning, ZDPV 32, 1909, 123f. no. 7; J. Germer-Durand, RB 23, 1914, 231; Thomsen 
Ino. 105; Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 3, 511f. pl. LIIL13, 573 fig. 233; Abel, DACL 2362; M. 
Avi-Yonah, QDAP 2, 1932, 170 no. 125,7; H. Leclercq, DACL 13,1, 1937, 835-8 figs. 9466-7 (drs.); 
SEG 8, 194c; Thomsen II no. 105; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 289f. (9). - Cf. O. Masson, ZPE 119, 
1997, 59f.; Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 129*(e), 169(h) no. 405; see no. 801. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer, H. Heile. 
LDS 


803. Medallion with inscription in floor mosaic, 5 c.(?) 


A round medallion with inscription running around the border. The letters are 
traced in black on a white background. Epsilon and sigma are square, while omega 
belongs to the round alphabet. It was destroyed while being removed for restoration. 


Findspot: Near the southeastern corner of the 
Byzantine church complex on the grounds of St. 
Peter in Gallicantu. 


YHEPXOTE[--]PIAX 
"Yn£p cwt<n>[pias Ma]ptac 
For the salvation of Maria. 


Comm.: Thomsen, Vincent and Abel dated this 
inscription to the 5 c. It would belong to the earli- 
est phase of construction of the church, although 
the connection of this mosaic floor with those of 
the church is not clear. fig. 803 





Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, EO 15, 1912, 38f. (ed. pr.). - Id., RB 23, 1914, 227f. fig. 6; Thomsen I no. 
21; Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 3, 511f. fig. 196; M. Avi-Yonah, QDAP 2, 1932, 170 no. 
125,6; Abel, DACL 2360; SEG 8, 194b; Thomsen II no. 21; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 286, 288; 
see bibl. no. 801. 


Photo: Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 3, 512 fig. 196 (dr.). LDS 
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804. Late Roman (?) graffiti from "David's Tomb" on Mount Zion 


The medieval building on Mount Zion known as "David's Tomb" contains a ceno- 
taph identified by a late tradition as the tomb of King David, and an upper room 
identified by tradition with the “large upper room" (àv&yatov uéya, Coenaculum) 
of the Last Supper (Mk 14,14-16; Lk 22,8-13). The walls of the lower room incorpo- 
rate sections of ancient masonry. The northern, eastern and southern walls, the lat- 
ter with a niche oriented towards the Temple Mount, belong to a building of the late 
antique period, perhaps a synagogue. According to some scholars, this would have 
been the synagogue of the Judaeo-Christians mentioned by the Bordeaux Pilgrim 
in 333 (It. Burd. 592). Later "David's Tomb" and the "Upper Room" were incorpo- 
rated in the complex of the church of Holy Zion, built by Bishop Maximus in 340 
or possibly later, by Bishop John II (386-417). Part ofthe basilica plan ofthe church, 
north of David's Tomb, was revealed during the construction of Dormition Ab- 
bey. Some graffiti discovered in David's Tomb were supposedly inscribed by Jewish 
Christians. Tradition located in the "Upper Room" the episode of the incredulity 
ofthe apostle Thomas (Jn 20,24-29); therefore ampullae representing this scene are 
likely to be connected with the Coenaculum or with the Holy Zion church itself. 
Three groups of graffiti were copied by Pinkerfeld on the plastered walls of “Da- 
vid's Tomb". In group (a) four letters can be read in the drawing; in group (b) no 
letter is recognizable; in group (c) some characters can be made out, arranged in 
three(?) lines, and a fourth line, in smaller cursive script, could be read in its en- 
tirety. No longer legible. Lunate sigma. 


OW 
(a) NZBI 
(b) 444 
(2I N C B | 
HOY«--] a 
[-- HZKIZ[--] — 
AYTOKPATOPOX L 


App. crit.: (c) 1. 3: small eta above zeta. 
fig. 804.1 (a) 


(a) N(ixa) Elwthp), B(o90)t 
(c) T[n(co0c) | hlow). Kú (pije | adtoxpadtopos 


(a) Conquer, o Saviour! Help! zy 
(c) O Jesus, that I may live, Lord of the sovereign. Q Y / 


Comm.: No proper transcrip- — H VÀ kK E 


tion was given by Testaorby |. c 
Bagatti, but only a translation V t AYTOK i AT? P 7 

of the supposed meaning of 

two of the graffiti: The texts fig. 804.2 (b) fig. 804.3 (c) 
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above follow Kiichler, whose transcription is guided by Testa’s translation. While 
(a) may perhaps be submitted as a viable hypothesis, the interpretation of text (c) 
seems extremely unlikely; indeed text (c) does not seem to be supported by the 
drawing, except for the word in the 1.4. According to Testa and Bagatti the “sov- 
ereign” would be King David, commemorated because he was buried here; but all 
the sources that mention David’s tomb, from the Pilgrim of Bordeaux and Jerome 
in the 4c. to Arculf in the 7 c., locate it in Bethlehem (It. Burd. 598; Jerome, Ep. 46; 
AP 29; Arculfus, LS IV, 4, CCSL 175, 144, 207 and cf. J. Wilkinson, Egeria’s Travels, 
1981, 162 n. 3). 


Bibl.: E. Testa, Il simbolismo dei Giudeo-Cristiani, 1962, 492; B. Bagatti, L'église de la circonci- 
sion, 1965, 101f. fig. 19 (edd. prr.). - Id., The Church from the Circumcision, 1971, 116-22 fig. 
25; id., Alle origini della Chiesa, 1981, 124-9, 264; Küchler, Jerusalem 614f. fig. 339. - Cf. J. 
Pinkerfeld - M. Avi-Yonah, Bulletin of the Rabinovitz Fund 3, 1960, 41ff.; H. Geva, NEAEHL 2, 
1993, 778; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 118-27; Y. Tsafrir, in: Tsafrir - Safrai, History 313-6 (Hebr.). 


Photo: B. Bagatti, The Church from the Circumcision, 1971, 120 fig. 25 (dr.). 
LDS 


805.-806. canceled 


807. Horned cross in relief on wall of cistern 


Horned cross moulded in relief on the eastern wall ofan oval cistern, 3.2 m long, with 
two recesses on the northern and western side. Lunate sigma and w-shaped omega. 


Findspot: Mount Zion; on the eastern wall of a cistern east of the Gobat School, 
south of the Greek cemetery (marked E in map, RB 20, 1911, 120). The cistern is 
not accessible. 


Pres. loc.: In situ? 

Ix X= 

AQ 

I(nood)¢ X(pioró)s | dAda 
wuéya 





Jesus Christ, beginning and end. fig. 807 


Comm.: Cf. Apoc 1,8; 21,6; 22,13. Abel refers to similar crosses in cisterns in St. Ste- 
phen’s Church and in the monastery of the Dames de Sion. Thomsen dates it to the 5 
c. which, however, should be dated to the 7-8 c. The area is strewn with cisterns, some 
made into hermitages (cf. Abel 123f. and this vol. no. 1020) in the vicinity the Holy 
Zion (today the site of Dormition Abbey) and of St. Peter in Gallicantu. 
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Bibl.: F.-M. Abel, RB 20, 1911, 124 fig. 6 (plan, dr.) (ed. pr.). - F. Bleckmann, ZDPV 36, 1913, 240; 
Thomsen I no. 20; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 118. 


Photo: F.-M. Abel, RB 20, 1911, 124 fig. 6. 
LDS 


Southwestern quarter of the Old City - Armenian Quarter 


The southwestern quarter of the Old City within the Turkish wall, nowadays occu- 
pied by the Armenian Quarter, was a favorite location for monks’ cells, monasteries 
and monastic hostelries in the Byzantine period. The area took its name from the 
Tower of David, which stood at its northwestern corner. It was the remnant of the 
Phasael tower and stood in the area once occupied by Herod’s palace (the Citadel) and 
by the camp of the Tenth Legion after 70. Here C. Johns uncovered remains of a water 
conduit, tiles and pipes with stamps of the Tenth Legion, as well as Byzantine remains, 
among others a lintel with a Greek inscription flanking a cross (no. 862), embedded in 
one of the walls in the Citadel. It attests the presence of a religious building in the vi- 
cinity, probably one of the monasteries "at David's Tower" mentioned by the sources. 
South of the Citadel, in the Armenian Garden, K. Kenyon and A. Tushingham exca- 
vated a church, of which only foundations, one apse and a mosaic floor with a Greek 
inscription (no. 808), were unearthed. The excavators dated it to the second half of the 
6 c., based on the pottery (though the analysis was based on very few shards, and it 
is hardly credible that the area remained empty of buildings until such a late date: Y. 
Tsafrir, in: Tsafrir - Safrai, History 304f. [Hebr.]). The complex had two more stages - 
the last dated to the first half of the 7 c. - with a large courtyard surrounded by rooms, 
which indicates the existence of a monastery beside the church. (LDS) 


808. Dedication in mosaic floor of nave of church, second half of 5 c. (?) 


Two-line Greek inscription, black on white background, oriented to the east, set at 
the eastern end of a panel with a pattern of overlapping scales in blue and red; to 
the east, a panel with a paradise scene of grazing animals (only a hare is preserved 
intact). To the southeast, an apse was excavated, possibly the end of the southern 
aisle ofa church. The inscription would thus occupy the eastern margin of the mo- 
saic pavement of the nave. The characters are of the round alphabet; lunate sigma 
and w-shaped omega. 

Meas.: h (both lines) 14, w 143 cm; letters 5.5-6.5 cm. 


Findspot: In the Garden of the Armenian Patriarchate, in the southwest corner of 
the Old City. 


Pres. loc.: Armenian Museum, Jerusalem. 
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fig. 808.1 


[--JEPMNHMHSKAIKAPTIO®OPIAST(--] 
[--JOXPIXTONBAXIAOY[--]KAIBA[--] 


App. crit.: t&v | ptAo]ypictwv OactAot [vi] oO xai Ba[--] 
or 1[o0 | QiAo]xpiovou OactAot [t]oð xai Ba[--] Tsafrir; 
after BAZIAOY gap of four letters: the first E, ©, O or 
È (lunate sigma), the second lost, the third © or O, the 
forth Y or X Jones; confirmed by autopsy, LDS. 


['Yn]&p uvýuns xai xapropopias v[Àv | pA] 
oxple vov BactAou e[m(dpx)lou xoi Ba[--] or 
BactAot[s --] xai Ba[--] 





fig. 808.2 
For the remembrance and offering of the 


Christ-loving Basilos praetorian prefect(?) and Ba... or Basiló (female name) 
and Ba... 


Comm.: The mosaic fragment belongs to the earliest Byzantine stratum, which was 
dated by the excavators to the last part of Justinian's rule, or the third quarter ofthe 
6 c. (Tushingham 77f., 97f.). S. Campbell (ibid. 87f.) dated the mosaic to the second 
or third quarter ofthe 6 c. on stylistic grounds. Ovadiah, on the other hand, dated 
the mosaic to the 5 c., following Kenyon's suggestion that the inscription named 
Bassa, a member of the aristocracy and a 
friend of the Augusta Eudocia, who founded 
a monastery in Jerusalem of which she was 
the abbess at the time of Theodosius' usurpa- 
tion of Juvenal's see (451-453 CE). The church 
to which this mosaic belonged would have 
been that of Bassa's foundation, according to 
this theory. The location of this monastery has 
been much discussed and it is not impossible 
that the present inscription is somehow con- 
nected with it, although this certainly can- 
not be proved. See: Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem 
nouvelle 3, 518f., 544-7; J. Milik, RB 67, 1960, 
362, 366 n. 1. If the inscription really refers to 
Bassa and her husband, it cannot be dated ear- 
lier than the 470, since it was set up after their 





fig. 808.3 
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death. The name Basilos appears in a church at Beth Yerah, dated to 528 AD (SEG 
37, 1474). It is possible that 1.2 originally contained BactAou EIIOY = én(apy)ov, or 
even EITAPX, if II and A were ligatured or somewhat reduced in size. As Bassa was 
a member of the aristocracy, her husband may well have been a praetorian prefect. 
He may perhaps be identical with Flavius Caecina Decius Basilius (PLRE II, 216f., 
Basilius 11), who was PPO Italiae in 458 and again in 463-465. He belonged to a sena- 
torial family in Rome, possibly the place of origin of Bassa herself. 


Bibl.: Y. Tsafrir, Zion - The South-Western Hill of Jerusalem and Its Place in the Urban Devel- 
opment of the City in the Byzantine Period, PhD Diss. Hebrew University Jerusalem, 1975, 81f. 
(Hebr., unpublished) (ed. pr.). - K. Kenyon, PEQ 96, 1964, 17 pl. 9B (first mention ofthe inscrip- 
tion and ph.); C. Johns, in: A. Tushingham ed., Excavations in Jerusalem 1961-1967 I, 1985, 88ff. 
at 77f. pl. 72 (ph.); SEG 35, 1547; Ovadiah, MPI no. 122 pl. 44 (ph.); BE 1989, 998; Bieberstein 
- Bloedhorn 2, 84-95; Küchler, Jerusalem 517. - On the site, cf. C. Johns, QDAP 14, 1950, 121-74; 
H. Geva, NEAEHL 2, 1993, 777; Y. Tsafrir, in: id. - Safrai, History 303-6 (Hebr). 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer; Küchler, Jerusalem 517 fig. 283 (J. Kügerl, dr.). 
LDS 


809. Inscription in mosaic floor of the chapel of the 
monastic compound in Musrara 


Three-line Greek inscription within a tabula ansata, whose left end is lost with ca. 
5 letters at the beginning of each line. The frame and the letters are traced in black 
on a white background; the only surviving handle has a geometrical decoration in 
orange-red. The characters are tall and narrow, elegantly traced in chiaroscuro, 
of various heights. Several abbreviation marks are used: diagonal stroke, small 
stigma, superscript and overhanging letters. The nomen sacrum is marked with a 
horizontal stroke. Lunate sigma. 

Meas.: h 68, outer frame 53, inner frame 45, script 40 cm; w 210 cm (max.); upper 1. 
161 cm; letters 11-13, some smaller, 5-6 cm; superscript letters 3-4 cm. 


Findspot: Church of the Armenian monastery in Musrara, at the eastern end ofthe 


nave, next to the chancel. 
Pres. loc.: Knesset Archaeological Garden, IAA inv. no. 1994-1418/1. 


-JAOYANOYOEOQOQIAfAIAKOKHI OYMEHIIAPOYXA 
JIZETENETOKHKOLXHKHIIPOXEOHKHTOYNAOYMIKOYX 


[- 
[ 9 E 
[--JYYOYXIIXCMNHXGHT[--]KEENT[--]A ZIAIAXOY 


App. crit.:1.2 [Éc]ouc xmc AE 1993, 1.3 uvioO [nct uov] all eds. 
[Eri Zi]AovavoO beodtA(eotadtou) dtaxd(vou) x(al) nyoupe(vou) 7| mapotcc | 


eWidwolics &yévero x(al) Y xóyx» x(ai) Y, Tpoc8yxy 100 vaod ulxous | [m(7))x(etc) --] 
Bw oug n)x (ew) €. MvjoOyt[t adtob] K(vpue &v t[7 BlactAta cod 
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fig. 809 


In the days of Silvanus, the most God-loving deacon and abbot, the present mo- 
saic(?) was made, and the apse and the annex of the church, for a length of ... cubits 
and a height of 6 cubits. Remember him, o Lord, in Thy kingdom. 


Comm.: See introduction to no. 817. The chapel, 5.65 x 18.50 m, consisted ofa long, 
narrow hall, 13 m long, flanked by a narrow corridor that functioned as narthex. 
It was erected over burial chambers and tombs of the 5-6 c., some of which were 
sealed by the church floor, others were left open in underground crypts. The nave 
and the narthex were paved with mosaics (almost completely destroyed), while the 
chancel and the apse were paved in colored stone tiles. The restoration Pjgdwate is 
not certain: since the inscription refers to the building of the apse and a mpoc8yjxy 
(annex, probably in this case referring to the narthex), it cannot be excluded that 
the lost term was TAdxwots, with reference to the stone pavement of the apse. 
TIpocĝýxy as an architectural term referring to an element of the church build- 
ing seems to be specifically Palestinian, and its meaning is not always clear. For a 
discussion, see Di Segni. The floor blocking tombs indicates that the chapel was 
erected in a later stage of the monastery's existence, and the apse and narthex were 
a still later addition, possibly of the Early Arab period, if they were contemporary 
with the Armenian inscription (no. 817). The palaeography of the Greek inscrip- 
tion points to a date in the 7 c. 


Bibl.: AE 1993, 1629 (ed. pr.). - D. Amit - S. Wolff, Qadmoniot 26, 1993, 54, 56; D. Amit - S. Wolff 
- À. Gorzalezany, ESI 13, 1995,81 fig. 83 (= HA 100, 1993, 68-71 fig. 83 [Hebr.]); SEG 43, 1063; BE 
1994, 652; D. Amit - S. Wolff, in: H. Geva ed., Ancient Jerusalem Revealed, 1994, 294f.; R. Mil- 
man Baron, SCI 13, 1994, 146 no. 8; AE 1995, 1585; M. Stone - D. Amit, Cathedra 83, 1997, 27-44, 
at 35 (colour ph.) (Hebr); SEG 50, 1505; L. Di Segni, in: G. Bottini - L. Di Segni - L. Chrupcala 
eds., One Land - Many Cultures, 2003, 273ff. - Cf. Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 106*(e), 
135(h) no. 330,5; M. Stone in: Stone - Ervine - Stone, The Armenians 203-19. 


Photo: IAA, courtesy of D. Amit. 
LDS 
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810.-811. Northwestern corner of the Old City and Mamilla neighborhood 


The Mamilla neighborhood is located in front of the northwestern corner of the 
Old City, from Jaffa Gate to the northwestern corner of the Turkish wall. A Roman 
aqueduct - a section of the high-level aqueduct that brought water to the Upper 
City (A. Mazar, in: D. Amit - Y. Patrich - Y. Hirschfeld eds., The Aqueducts of Is- 
rael, 2002, 227-30) - crossed this area, entering the city near Jaffa Gate. Along the 
Turkish wall, on the slope, traces of the ancient city wall were discovered. Inscrip- 
tion no. 811 was engraved on the rock of the scarp, near the northwestern corner 
ofthe Turkish wall. A vast cemetery extended in the northern part of the Mamilla 
neighborhood, with tombs from the Iron Age down to the Ottoman period (the lat- 
ter in Independence Park). Two rock terraces were exposed during building opera- 
tions between Mamilla Street and Ha- Emeq Street. A number of rock-hewn tombs 
of the First and Second Temple period were discovered on the lower terrace, and 
a burial cave with a small chapel in front of it was uncovered in the upper terrace, 
near the remains of other rock-hewn tombs of the Byzantine period. Inscription 
no. 869 adorned the mosaic floor of the chapel. Further to the west, a tombstone 
(no. 993) was found at the beginning of the last century, during excavations for the 
foundations of the house of the American vice-consul Clark. Recent excavations 
near Clark's house (of which only a preliminary report has been published by E. 
Assaf and Y. Billig) yielded a Byzantine brick and a stone mould for eulogiae (no. 
1080). Excavations carried out by R. Reich and E. Shukrun in 1990-1995, on behalf 
of the IAA, just off the Jaffa Gate, uncovered a Byzantine street paved with crushed 
limestone, which started about 20 m south of the Ottoman Jaffa Gate, thus indicat- 
ing the location of the western gate of the city in the Byzantine period. The street 
leads from the gate to the southwest, in the direction of Bethlehem and Hebron, 
and is flanked by buildings on both sides, many of them shops. One elongated 
building on the northern side of the street was divided into rooms that seem to 
have been used as living quarters. The excavators suggested that it was a hostel. 
The mosaic floor of one of the largest rooms of the building included three Greek 
inscriptions (no. 810). (LDS) 


810. Mosaic floor with quotations from a chapel(?) in front of Jaffa Gate 


Mosaic floor decorated with a simple floral motif. On the margins of the floor were 
three Greek inscriptions, whose religious contents may point to the room having 
functioned as a chapel for the guests of the hostel. The pavement and the inscriptions 
were oriented to the southeast. Three rectangular panels are aligned along the east- 
ern edge of the pavement, two of which - the one near the left corner and one in the 
middle - contain inscriptions (a) and (b). The pavement is broken on the right side, as 
is indicated by a third inscription set in a tabula ansata along the broken right edge, of 
which only the left handle and the beginning ofthe lines are preserved (c). 
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(a) Four-line inscription within a tabula ansata at the upper left corner of a mo- 
saic pavement of white tesserae. The frame is traced in black tesserae mixed with 
gray ones, the letters in gray tesserae. Rows of red tesserae separate the lines of 
script, and a red and black geometrical motif adorns the handles. Oval characters, 
with drop-shaped omicron; stigma used as abbreviation mark; horizontal stroke on 
nomen sacrum. The letters in the right half of the panel are crowded; BAX at the 
end of1.3 are ligated. 

(b) Five-line inscription within a tabula ansata set directly to the right ofthe tabula 
ansata containing inscription (a). The lines are separated by rows of red tesserae; 
the letters and the frame have the same colours and decoration as in (a). Crowded 
oval characters, with drop-shaped omicron and theta; stigma is used as abbreviation 
mark, as well as a horizontal stroke on nomina sacra and on the abbreviation in 1.3. 
Omicron and upsilon in ligature in 1.5. 

(c) Six-line inscription within a tabula ansata, of which only the left part is pre- 
served, along the broken right edge of the mosaic pavement. The frame is traced in 
black tesserae, the lines are separated by rows of red tesserae, and the ovalletters are a 
mixture of blue and gray tesserae. A blue and red motif adorns the surviving handle. 
Horizontal stroke on nomina sacra. 

Meas.: (a) h 45, w 103 cm with handles, 68 cm without; letters 6-7.5 cm; (b) h 45, w 113 
cm with handles, 75 cm without; letters 6-7 cm; (c) h 56, w 56 cm (max.); letters 6-7.5 cm. 


Findspot: Largest room (Room 812) of an elongated building - interpreted by the 
excavators as hostel - on the northern side of the Byzantine street excavated in 
front of Jaffa Gate (see introduction). 

Pres. loc.: Rockefeller Museum, Jerusalem, IAA inv. no. 1995-2495. 


(a) AEYTEIIPOXKYNI 
XZOMENK|IIPOXIIEXO 
MENAYTOXOTOBAS 
IAIIMONAEYTEIIPf 

(b KEEMOIBOIOOZOY®O 
BIOIZOMETIIYEIZI 
MYANOXKXEMOIBO 
IGOXKAIETOEIIO NR ao 
YOMETOYXEXOPOYXMf fig. 810.1 (a) 

(c) KZ9--] 

HXOA[--] 
TINE[--] 
AIIOT[--] 
EOXTO[--] 
KXTONAYNI--] 





(a) Acdte mpooxvvt|couev x(al) mpooméco|uev avto X(puox)G 10 Bachil iv: debte 
Tp(orxuvicower) 
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(b) K(upto)s Enot Bor8dc, od holBibioone, ti mueiot | wv dv(Opwr)os. K(Upto)s uol 
Bolt8dc xal eyo énó| Vous 1(09)c ex Op(ov)s ulov) 

(c) KWpto)s [uA d £a thv] | Hood[sv cov xoi ] | tly Z[Zoddv cou] | dd [09 vOv xai] | 
toç vo[U aidivoc]. | K(Upto)s tov duv[duewy (ued? Hudv)?] 


(a) Come, let us worship and prostrate ourselves before him, Christ our king; come, 
let us worship. 
(b) The Lord is my helper, I shall not fear: what can man do to me? The Lord is my 
helper and I shall look down upon my enemies. 
(c) The Lord will guard your coming in and your going out from this time forth and 
for evermore. The Lord of the hosts is with us (2). 





Comm: (a) Iotacism: mpo- 
guvygouev; (b) numerous 
instances of iotacism and 
phonetic spelling; omicron 
for omega in 1.4. Compare 
Ps 117 (118),6-7; (c) iota- 
cism in 1l.2-3; omicron for 
omega in 1l.5-6. 

Text (a) is a combina- 
tion of Ps 94 (95),6 and 
Odae 14, 6,10. No quo- 
tation of Ps 94 (95) was 
known until now; as to 
the Odes - a Christian ad- 
dition to the Jewish text 
of the Septuagint - they 
are rarely cited, and the 
only quotation of Od. 14 
is found in an inscription 
painted on a pillar in the 
monastery of Abba She- 
nute in Thebaid (Egypt) 
(Felle, Biblia Epigraphica 
60f. no. 36). A date in the 
late 6 or early 7 c. seems 
reasonable. 

Text (b): Though well known in documents and in literary manuscripts, the ab- 
breviation in 1.3 is uncommon in inscriptions ofthe 6-7 c. Avi-Yonah (Abbreviations 
48f.) registers several examples in which &vOpcmoc, variously declined, is abbrevi- 
ated as AN + the proper ending, all surmounted by a horizontal stroke. Most of the 
examples, however, date from the 10-12 c., and only one is from the reign of Tiberius 





fig. 810.2 (b) 





120 Late Antiquity, from Constantine to the Arab conquest 


(578-582): not unexpectedly, it is a copy on stone of an imperial decree, probably 
coming from the northern Golan, and exceptionally rich in abbreviations that seem 
to derive from bureaucratic notary practice (D. Dain - G. Rouillard, Byzantion 5, 
1929, 317ff. = SEG 7, 327, and cf. M. Hartal, Land of the Ituraeans, 2005, 362). Ps 117 
(118) is much quoted, but not these particular verses. The only quotation of verse 6 
is on a stele seen by Waddington (no. 728 = CIG 8909) in a church in Phrygia. No 
quotation of verse 7 is reported by Felle (Biblia Epigraphica 231 no. 496). 

Text (c): 1.1-5 are a quotation from Ps 120 (121),8, one of the most commonly 
cited in sacred buildings. The last line contains a quotation from Ps 45,8, 12 (MT. 
46,7, 11): the verse is not complete, for there is no space for the last two words unless 
duvdwewy (ueb ju Gv) was abbreviated, or the last two words were inscribed outside 
the frame, a solution found elsewhere (cf. S. Batz, IMSA 1, 2002, 41, fig. 3). The full 
quotation appears in churches in Syria (Felle, Biblia epigraphica nos. 336, 338, 360, 
380, 384); in one case (ibid. no. 365, also from Syria), the appellation “Lord of the 
host” is joined to the quote from Ps 120,8, and possibly this is also the case here. 


Bibl.: Unpublished. - Cf. R. Reich - E. Shukrun, in: Stone - Ervine - Stone, The Armenians 193ff. 
Photo: B. Arubas. 
LDS 


810A. Graffito of the pilgrim Tiratur 


Fragmentary slab of white marble with a dark vein in it. The stone is broken at both 
ends; a four-line inscription is scratched into the stone. 
Meas.: h 5.7, w 12.5 cm. 


Findspot: Outside the Jaffa gate, where the road leading to Bethlehem begins, in a 
building, which appears to have been a pilgrim hostel. 
Pres. loc.: IAA. 


S^ nnn Usu. 
SPnSPn3 enr UnpnR 
SUnnnfrnrmu 
S]PObUJ[--] 


S(E)n nnnnubuu | 
S(h) p(w) unnny tr 
Unine | 3unneepcu | 
() h2Guu[--] 





fig. 810A 


Translit.: T(@)r oformea | T(i)r(a)troy ew Sowrb | Yarowt'iwn | (y)isea... 
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Lord have mercy upon Tiratur and Holy Resurrection(?) remember... 


Comm.: This graffito dates prior to the middle of the 7 c. and is, therefore, the 
oldest Armenian graffito from Jerusalem known to date. It seems that the inscrip- 
tion represents the manuscript rather than the lapidary writing tradition. It is 
in fact an example of informal uncial (erkat‘agir) writing. The phrase UNPF P 
SUP fnb fen “holy resurrection" was translated word for word. Observe that 
neither word is abbreviated. That is, “holy resurrection" is called upon to remember 
someone (most probably Tiratur, the author of the inscription) to God or Christ. 
Thus, the Lord is called upon to have mercy on Tiratur and unt. pp juinnrphru 
is invoked to remember NN. But what could this second invocation mean? Two 
interpretations were proposed. R. Ervine considers that un. pp Juunnrpehnrü des- 
ignates Christ's resurrection. L. Di Segni proposed that Un. np Suunnrphru is 
the name of a saint, like Greek inscriptions which contain an invocation of God's 
name followed by an invocation of a saint. Both interpretations present difficulties. 
For the moment, we tentatively prefer the interpretation “Holy Resurrection". 


Bibl.: M. Riess, ZDPV 8, 1885, 155-61 (ed. pr). - Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 329-34; J. Strzy- 
gowski, ZPDV 24, 1901, 165-71; R. Horning, ZDPV 32, 1909, 113-50 at 125; Vincent - Abel, 
Jerusalem nouvelle 2, 391; M. Alawnuni, Ancient Armenian Monasteries and Churches in the 
Holy Land: Studies, 1931, 161 (Arm.); M. Avi-Yonah, QDAP 2, 1932, 168; Bieberstein - Bloed- 
horn 3, 330f.; T. Greenwood, DOP 58, 2004, 90; E. Loukianoff, 'O EAAION, 1939, 5ff.; Küchler, 
Jerusalem 902ff. 


Photo: Stone - Ervine - Stone, The Armenians 195 fig.4. 


MS 


811. Graffito on rock surface 


Greek inscription roughly incised with a pointed instrument on the edge ofa scarp 
of natural rock steeply dropping towards the south. The inscription is oriented to 
the southwest. It opens with a horned cross. The letters have notable serifs that 
meet the main strokes at a right angle; theta is pointed, lunate sigma. 

Meas.: w 60, with cross 72 cm; letters 10-12 cm. 


Findspot: Near the northwestern corner of the Turkish wall, ca. 150 m northwest 


of the Jaffa Gate. 
Pres. loc.: IAA. 


(cross) 90MAX 





Owns 


Thomas. fig. 811.1 
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Comm.: The inscription seems to re- BE wj M LY C 
present the signature of a pilgrim. The 

shape of the letters points to a date in à i 
the early Islamic period rather than in 


the Byzantine period. On the site, the bottom layer on the bedrock was terra rossa 
soil containing potsherds of the Late Byzantine and Umayyad periods (6-8 c.). 





fig. 811.2 


Bibl.: Unpublished. - Cf. Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 122-8*(e), 157-66(h) nos. 383ff., 
389ff., 395ff., 401; Kloner - Zissu, Necropolis 360; R. Reich - E. Shukrun, in: Stone - Ervine - 
Stone, The Armenians 193-201. 


Photo: IAA (Tania Kornfeld, dr.). 
LDS 


812.-813. North of the Damascus Gate 


812. Armenian dedicatory inscription in the mosaic floor of a chapel, 6-7 c. 


Mosaic surrounded by a border with geometric design, depicts various birds and 
vases in vine medallions. Beyond the eastern border of the mosaic, in front of the 
apse, two lines of an Armenian inscription are set in a tabula ansata. 

Meas.: h 6.3, w 3.9 m; tabula: 1.1: h 8-8.5, w 198 cm; 1.2: h 6.5-7, w 197 cm. 


Findspot: 350 m north of the Damascus Gate, on Ha-Nevi im Street in a funerary 


chapel with an apse at the east end. 
Pres. loc.: See findspot. 





fig. 812.1 


UUWUL SPCUSUUP bh eonun cuu 
UU'tuvUS3v 2U3N8 QNCNS QULARULU S()P^ APSR 


«uut jhauuuuulUp Ge ununrpburtu | wuGuwyu 2ujng qnnng 
quu'unLuruu S(E)n ghnt 
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Translit.: Vasn yisataki ew 
prkowt’ean | amenayn 
hayoc‘ zoroc zanowans 
T(r gite 


For the memorial and salvation 
of all Armenians whose names 
the Lord knows. 





fig. 812.2 


Comm.: Late Byzantine/Early Islamic period. The formula “whose names the Lord 
knows" is very common also in Greek dedicatory inscriptions, see e.g. nos. 854, 
869, 1084. 


Bibl.: F. Bliss - C. Schick, PEQ 26, 1894, 257-61 (ed. pr.). - G. Owsép'ian, ZDPV 18, 1895, 89f.; H. 
Guthe, ZDPV MN 1, 1895, 53; A. Murray, PEQ 17, 1895, 126; F. Bliss - A. Dickie, Excavations 
at Jerusalem 1894-1897, 1898, 253-9; Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 334; J. Strzygowski, ZDPV 24, 
1901, 165-71; Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 1-2, 391; M. Avi-Yonah, QDAP 2, 1932, 169; 
Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 327f.; M. Stone - D. Amit, Cathedra 83, 1997, 27-44 (Hebr.); M. Stone, 
Sion 71, 1997, 344f.; id., in: id. - N. Stone - R. Ervine eds., Armenians in Jerusalem and the Holy 
Land, 2002, 208, 210; T. Greenwood, DOP 58, 2004, 90f; Küchler, Jerusalem 964f. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 
MS 


813. Armenian inscription of Petrus and Yohan 


The marble stone slab is broken into seven pieces. The cross was carved on it and 
below two lines of an Armenian inscription. 
Meas.: w 30 cm. 


Findspot: 350 m north ofthe Damascus Gate, on Ha-Nevi im Street, 25 feet distant 
from the mosaic pavement no. 812. See below, introduction to no. 875. 


Sh2Gw, Ibunsnnu np uinupn GL Snhwu np Gun uinub| qfuwsu quyu: 
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Translit.: YiSeal Petros or arar ew Yohan or et arnel zxac's zays: 
Having remembered Petrus who made and Yohan who commissioned this cross. 


Comm.: Perhaps the first word, an aorist participle, should be emended to Jn2Gw 
an imperative 2 sg. The form Yohan is already known in the 5 c., and this was the 
name of one of the students of St. Mesrob, while a 4 c. Catholicos of the Atuank’ 
(i.e., the “Caucasian Albanians”) was called Yovhan. Tempting as it might be, we 
should not identify the Petros of this inscription with the Petros of Sotk’ (no. 873) 
whose sixth-century tomb lay across the road in the Armeno-Greek monastic 
complex. Among other reasons, the name is too common. No trace of this in- 
scription is known to survive today, and therefore no paleographic dating criteria 
are available. 


Bibl.: F. Bliss - C. Schick, PEQ 26, 1894, 258 (ed. pr.). - G. Owsép‘ian, ZDPV 18, 1895, 89; M. 
Stone, in: Stone - Ervine - Stone, The Armenians 209f. 


MS 


814.-816. Church and monastery of St. Stephen 


The modern church and convent of St. Étienne was built by the Dominicans on the 
ruins of a complex excavated by them in 1891-1894 and commonly identified with 
the Eudocian church and monastery of St. Stephen. The church of St. Stephen was 
dedicated by the bishop of Jerusalem in Eudocia's presence on June 15, 460 (Cyr. 
Scyth., Vita Euthymii 35, ed. Schwartz 54). Cyril relates that the building was still 
unfinished at the time, but the empress had it consecrated notwithstanding, as the 
saintly monk Euthymius had prophesied that she would die before the coming win- 
ter. On June 15 the Georgian Calender of the Church of Jerusalem commemorates 
both the discovery of the body of the Protomartyr (415 CE) and the deposition 
of St. Stephen's relics in the foundation of the Empress Eudocia Augusta "in Me- 
topa pago": this does not mean “in the village of Metopa", south of Jerusalem (TIR 
184£), but is a misunderstanding of the Greek uércrmov, “a suburb in front", sc., of 
the city wall (Garitte, Calendrier 252; J. Milik, RB 67, 1960, 566f.). A monument 
containing the relics was venerated in a crypt under the church in the second half 
of the 5 c. (Vita Petri Iberi 134, ed. Raabe 94, transl. Horn - Phenix 197). Besides 
the mosaic inscription and the inscribed liturgical furniture of the church (nos. 
814-816, 1024), many funerary inscriptions were discovered, both in situ within 
the boundaries of the church and in the cemetery beside it (nos. 883-891, 893, 982, 
1003, 1007), as well as some fragments of uncertain function (nos. 1038, 1043). 
Fragments of a Justinianic edict found in the Holy Sepulchre (no. 785) may have 
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originated in St. Stephen’s. In the excavations of the site, a Roman bread stamp was 
also discovered (no. 759). (LDS) 


814. Building inscription 


Mosaic pavement with a simple geometric pattern. The mosaic is 6 m wide. Along 
the western edge, within the border, was an unframed inscription consisting of one 
line, of which only the last six letters are preserved. The letters were traced in black 
tesserae. Lunate sigma. 


Findspot: In an annex at the northwestern end of the Eudocian basilica of St. Ste- 
phen, on the western edge of the mosaic pavement. (See plans: Lagrange, Saint 
Etienne 131; Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 2 pl. 76). The mosaic is still extant 
but the inscription has disappeared. 


[--JK OZZOY 


App. crit.: [--] 009 [--] Merrill, Thomsen, Bieberstein - Bloedhorn; [--]oc cov Avi-Yonah. 
[Eiphvn 7, elc08ó cou xal 7, ££o8]óc cov (?) 
May you come and go in peace (?). 


Comm.: Given the location of the inscription and its probable length (the whole 
width of the carpet), the restoration suggested above seems likely. For this formula, 
usually at the entrance of a sacred building, see SEG 37, 1499 (Kh. es-Samra near 
the Sea of Galilee), 1515 (‘Evron in Western Galilee); Ovadiah, MPI no. 28 (Tel 
Basul near Beth She'an; CIIP II 1338, 1344f). According to Vincent the mosaics of 
the church are all of the same time and style, thus dating the inscription to ca. 460. 


Bibl.: S. Merrill, PEQ 15, 1883, 239 (ed. pr.). - Thomsen I no. 16; Vincent-Abel, Jérusalem nou- 
velle 4, 743-804 at 776 pl. 77; M. Avi-Yonah, QDAP 2, 1932, 176f. no. 157B. - Cf. Lagrange, Saint 
Étienne; Ovadiah, Corpus 77f. no. 66; Y. Tsafrir, Reallexikon zur byzantinischen Kunst III, 
1978, 611ff.; K. Holum, Theodosian Empresses, 1982, 186, 219; J. Purvis, Jerusalem. The Holy 
City, 1988, 365ff.; H. Geva, NEAEHL 2, 1993, 782; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 237; A. Kloner, 
Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 103*£ (e), 132£.(h) nos. 323-5; Küchler, Jerusalem 968-78 figs. 553-63. 


LDS 


815. Dedicatory inscription on altar table 


Three adjoining fragments of a marble table with a raised edge. The inscription is 
engraved on the vertical side of the table. The fragments were discovered together 
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with an altar base and broken colonnettes and were undoubtedly part of a mensa. 
W-shaped omega. 
Meas.: h (total) 6.8 (inscribed surface) 4, w 30 cm. 


Findspot: In the debris of the apse of the Eudocian basilica of St. Stephen. 
Pres. loc.: Reported to be at Ecole biblique, inv. no. SE 3 (Bieberstein - Bloedhorn). Not located. 





fig. 815.1 


[--JTONE[LJAQN®YAAZA[--] 


App. crit.: T&v Ebwy púa Germer-Durand, all edd.; [tv Tiu]iwv Ebwy Flusin. 
[--rÀy mavoén?]twv E[0]Aev $0Aa£ A[--] 


.. guardian of the venerable (?) wood (i.e., of the Cross) ... 





Comm.: Germer-Durand read . n 
tay EvAwy púňağ, translated as 23 
“guardian of the tables", an allu- #--------- / jh 
sion to the function of the pro- fig. 815.2 
tomartyr Stephen who, as deacon, 

wasin charge ofthe agape tables (Acts 6,2). Vincent and Abel interpreted the phrase as 
an allusion to the role ofthe cherubs, keepers of the gates of Paradise and ofthe tree of 
life. Flusin corrected the reading and assumed a connection with a staurophylax, ob- 
serving that Gabriel, first hegumen of St. Stephen, was brother of Cosmas, the Keeper 
of the Cross. His suggestion carries conviction, despite the fact that his reading is not 
supported by the drawing. Possibly a different attribute, ending in -to¢, was applied to 
the wood, e.g. rtvcem toc , an epithet sometimes attached to the Cross (e.g. Cyr. Scyth., 
Vita Euthymii 48, ed. Schwartz 69). Thomsen dated the inscription to the 5 c. but the 
form ofthe letters is rather consistent with a date in the late 5 c. or 6 c. 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, Le Cosmos 12.11.1887 (non vidi) (ed. pr.). - R. de Vaux, RA 12, 1888, 
49; J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 586f. no. 52; Lagrange, Saint Étienne 136ff. (dr.); Thomsen I 
no. 17; Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 4, 798 pl. 79,7; Abel, DACL 2358; Thomsen II no. 17; 
B. Flusin, AEHE 101, 1992/93, 300; SEG 43, 1061; BE 1994, 648; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 232, 
235; Feissel, Chroniques 232 no. 741; see bibl. no. 814. 


Photo: Vincent - Abel, pl. LXXIX-7 and 798 fig. 342 (ph. and dr.). 


LDS 
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816. List of relics deposited by Eudocia Augusta, 460 CE 


A fragment of a plaque of white marble, of which only the left-hand part survives; 
the upper left corner is missing and about half of the text. The letters belong to the 
round alphabet. There are no abbreviations. Two dots are used as a word-divider. 
Meas.: h 27, w 24.5 (max.), d 2.5 cm; letters 2-3 cm. 


Findspot: Discovered in the vicinity of the Eudocian church of St. Stephen (on the 
site of the modern Dominican Convent of St. Étienne). The precise findspot of the 
slab is unknown. 


Pres. loc.: Museum École Biblique, Jerusa- 
lem, inv. no. 2497/42-43. 


[...]AOXTT--] 
[..]'ENTO[--] 

[.] YAOKIAS[--] 
TOQNENAO[--] 
MAPTYPON|--] 
KAAAINIKOY[--] 
AOMNINOYT[--] 
@OEKAH>-K[--] 

(cross) AYTOIZATT[--] 


App. crit.: Edited text according to La- 
grange; 1.1 [--]Soct[--] Thomsen; 11.2-3 [--] 
évtolAfc? tH? -- | E]Udoxtas Thomsen; 1.7 
perhaps T[tuobéov]; 11.8-9 GexA fc x(al) [tv fig. 816.1 
aby] | adtoicg &yt[ov] Flusin. 





[Ta] óc [à «à tiwa] | [& 9|] yev rólðe 7) ceuv7] | [E]890x(a E[eBac c7] | trav 
évdo[Zotatwy | uaprüpov [--] | Ka20uvixov [--] | Aouvivov T[--] | GéxAxs x[al --] | 
Abtois &yl[otc 3ó£a] 


These precious bones which the venerable Eudocia Augusta brought here (are those) 
of the most glorious martyrs... Callinicus, ..., Domninus, ..., Thecla and ... Glory 
be to these saints. 


Comm.: Since the deposition of relics 
under the altar was part of the ceremony 
of the consecration of a church, and St. 
Stephen's relics were located in a separate 
place, it was necessary to depose other 


FDICAOZA T 
relics under the altar, and it is highly m 
probable that this plaque was engraved fig. 816.2 
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shortly before 15 June 460. The martyrs whose relics were deposed cannot be iden- 
tified with certainty, but most likely included Palestinian martyrs. All the names 
mentioned in the inscription appear in the Georgian calendar of the Jerusalem 
Church at the dates of their respective commemorations: Callinicus, an unknown 
martyr from Gabala, together with a companion Meletius, on 19 December (Garitte, 
Calendrier 413; perhaps the name Medetiou may have occupied the gap in 1.5 or 6); 
Domninus on 5 November (ibid. 317: surely he is the Domninus martyred in Cae- 
sarea on November 5, 308: Eus., Mart. Pal. 7, 3£); Thecla, possibly the Gazan martyr 
ofthe same persecution, on 19 and 21 June (Garitte, Calendrier 255, 256f.). The pre- 
cise date of her martyrdom is not given by Eusebius, but she is mentioned with two 
fellow-martyrs of Gaza, Agapius and Timotheus (Mart. Pal. 3, 3f.; ed. Cureton 10). 
Thecla and Timotheus are commemorated together in Byzantine synaxaries: pos- 
sibly the name T[to0£ov] may be restored in 1.7. According to Eusebius, Timotheus 
was burned in Gaza on an unspecified day; on the same day, Agapius and Thecla 
were condemned. They were to be thrown to the wild beasts in the theater of Cae- 
sarea. Agapius was in fact executed on 20 November 306, while the date and mode 
of Thecla's execution are not related. See J. Patrich, SBF 52, 2002, 340-6. A Timo- 
theus martyr is commemorated in the Georgian calendar on 14 March (Garitte, 
Calendrier 177) and may well be the Gazan martyr. The memory of an Agapius, 
called a saint, not a martyr, was celebrated on 5 February (ibid. 152): apparently he 
had nothing to do with the Gazan martyr and the latter was not commemorated in 
the calender of the Church of Jerusalem - a hint that the relics deposed by Eudocia 
did not include those of Thecla's companion. 


Bibl.: H. Hansler, HL 52, 1908, 200f. (ed. pr.). - Thomsen I no. 18; M.-J. Lagrange apud Vincent 
- Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 4, 743-804 at 799ff. fig. 343 (dr.); Abel, DACL 2358f. SEG 8, 192; 
Thomsen II no. 18; F. Halkin, Analecta Bollandiana 69, 1951, 69f.; BE 1952, 173; Y. Meimaris, 
Theologia 54, 1983, 395f., 398 (ph.); B. Flusin, AEHE 101, 1992/93, 300; SEG 43, 1061; BE 1994, 
648; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 146f.; DGI 613f. no. 209; B. Isaac, in: Tsafrir - Safrai, History 385 
(Hebr.). - Cf. Lagrange, Saint Etienne; Ovadiah, Corpus 77f. no. 66; J. Purvis, Jerusalem. The 
Holy City, 1988, 365ff.; Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem 2001, 104*(e), 133(h) no. 325. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer; Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 4, 800 fig. 343 (dr.). 
LDS 


Armenian monastery north of Damascus Gate 


A monastic compound was uncovered in the Musrara quarter, at the corner of Re- 
hov Ha-Nevi'im and Route 1, during salvage excavations in connection with the 
construction of Route 1. The monastery compound includes residential units, a 
courtyard, a water supply system, crypts and tombs, and a chapel at the northern 
end, with a Greek building inscription (no. 809). An Armenian inscription found 
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in one of the rooms (no. 817) indicates that the site — located not far from the 
Armenian chapel with the “Mosaic of the Birds”, nos. 812-813) — belonged to an 
Armenian community. 


817. Armenian dedicatory inscription of the priest Eustathius 


The inscription was found in the middle of a mosaic floor of the reception room, in 
the living quarters of a monastic complex. It is set in a medallion and forms an in- 
tegral part of the floor of the room. A frame surrounds the seven-line inscription. 
Meas.: 2 1.19 m. 


Findspot: In the monastic compound at the corner of Rehov Ha-Nevi'im and 


Route 1. 
Pres. loc.: IAA inv. no. 1994-1418. 


bU 

bCRUSU GES U 

CUP 93UtvaUmUuU 

n^ USULER P SI uU 9nU 
bP 96A RUSP PU 9^, 
UUU SPOESE[f] b 

RU 


bu | GLuunuuye GnEg wjnyh 
qjujþáwywuyu, | nn 
UuwiuEp h unitu qhu | 
5L qunpuun hu q^njywu 
Jh2&gk[p] h | &(phuun)u: 





Translit.: Es | Ewstat‘ eréc‘ a|rki zyaxéapaks, | or mtanék‘ i towns zis | ew zelbayr 
im zLow|kas yisec'e[k'] i | K‘(risto)s 


I, Ewstat' the priest, laid this mosaic. (You) who enter this building, remember me 
and my brother Lucas to Christ. 


Comm.: The inscription is written in impeccable Classical Armenian. It is the 
dedication of the building in which it occurs, but the word uint'u “building” 
designating the building does not necessarily bear the meaning "church" or *cha- 
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pel,” although it sometimes does. The two names mentioned are of Greek origin. 
CLuunuJ[ is clearly an Armenian form of the Greek name Evotd610¢ although it is 
not attested elsewhere. Indeed, even the full form “Eustathios” is very rare in Arme- 
nian usage. For “mosaic” the inscription uses a rather rare word, jujuáwwyuy, 
which does not occur on any of the other Jerusalem mosaics. The request which 
follows the dedicatory formula is of a type commonly found on such votive inscrip- 
tions. It preserves the name of Ewstat's brother, 'nLuuu, i.e., Luke. From the fact 
that both names are Greek and Christian, it is perhaps possible to infer that both 
brothers were clerics. The present mosaic was uncovered in a carefully executed 
excavation and can be dated, on archeological grounds, to the second half of the 
seventh century, which is extremely important for the dating of other mosaics with 
Armenian inscriptions uncovered in the Holy Land. 


Bibl.: M. Stone, Patmanasirakan Hantes 137/38, 1993, 15-26, (Arm.) (ed. pr). - D. Amit - S. 
Wolff, in: H. Geva ed., Ancient Jerusalem Revealed, 1994, 296; G. Avni, BAR 22,3 1996, 36-45; 
Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 104; R. Milman Baron, SCI 13, 1994, 146 no. 8; M. Stone, in: N. Awde 
ed., Armenian Perspectives, 1997, 263-6; id. - D. Amit, Cathedra 83, 1997, 37-41 (Hebr); Kloner, 
Survey of Jerusalem 2001, 106*(e), 135(h) no. 330,5; M. Stone, in: Stone - Ervine - Stone, The 
Armenians, 203-19; T. Greenwood, DOP 58, 2004, 91. 


Photo: D. Mevorah - Y. Israeli, The Cradle of Christianity, 2000, 196. 


MS 


817A.-817B. Monastery of Theodorus and Cyriacus on Mount Scopus 


In 1999-2000, during the paving of the new Jerusalem-Dead Sea road, a large mo- 
nastic complex (50x90 m) was excavated on the eastern slope of Mount Scopus, 
below the German Protestant Institute. The new road follows the course of the 
Roman-Byzantine Jerusalem-Jericho road, a favorite route for Christian pilgrims 
visiting the holy places. The compound is set on the side of the Roman road, 1.6 
Roman miles from the northern gate of Jerusalem. It included a church, a central 
courtyard, water collecting installations, stables, storage and agricultural instal- 
lations, a reception area, and a bathhouse in the southern wing. The latter was a 
later addition to the complex, as was the western section ofthe reception area; both 
were, apparently, for the use of pilgrims who received hospitality in the monastery. 
The finds in the monastery and hostel date from two periods, Byzantine (5-6 c.) 
and early Islamic (7-8 c.). The main building seems to have been erected in the 6 c., 
while the bathhouse and the western section of the reception area were apparently 
added at some time in the late 7 c. The complex was destroyed and abandoned in 
the Abbasid period (late 8-early 9 c.). Two mosaic inscriptions, one Armenian (no. 
817B), one Greek (App. 10*), were discovered in the monastery, as well as several 
fragments of marble with remains of Greek letters (no. 817A). (LDS) 
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817A. Five fragments of marble with remains of inscriptions 


Five fragments of marble panels. Remains of two lines in (a), which apparently pre- 
serves the left-hand edge of a panel. Remains of three lines in (b) and (c); based on the 
size of the letters and the width of the blank strip between the lines, they may belong to 
the same inscription. Remains of two lines in (d), with a wide blank strip in between. 
In (e) remains of one line, the first preserved letter is a nu with knotted middle bar. 
Meas.: (a) h 16.5, w 14.5 cm; letters 5.5 cm, distance between lines 3-3.5 cm; (b) h 
15.5, w 12.5 cm; letters 5-5.5 cm, distance between lines 1.3-2 cm; (c) h 15.8, w 9.6 
cm; letters 5-5.5 cm, distance between lines 1.2-2 cm; (d) h 11, w 7 cm; letters ca. 5.5 
cm, distance between lines 4.5 cm; (e) h 8, w 10.5 cm. 


Findspot: Scattered among the remains of the Monastery of Theodorus and Cyriacus. 
Pres. loc.: IAA. 


(a) +[--] 
MO[--] 
BA[--] 

(b) [--]JOH[--] 
[--]2®Y[--] 
[--JQN[--] 


© [44-1 





fig. 817A.1 (a) 





fig. 817A.2 (b) fig. 817A.3 (c) 
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(c) [--]O[--| ? Ayan& Koptoc tag m]vAQ[s | 
Xy ón£p navta] tà o[xy|vouata Tox ?] 


(d) [--]O[--|-- &pexA[ncta--] 
(e) [Yep aly tiA[jupews ==] 


(c) ... The Lord loves the gates of Sion more than all 
the dwellings of Iacob (€). 

(d) ... church ... 

(e) For the succor of... 


Comm.: Given the size of the letters on the one hand, and the 
difference in the space between the lines on the other, the frag- 
ments seem to have belonged to rather large in- 
scriptions, perhaps a facing of marble panels on 
the walls of the church or of one of the public 
rooms of the monastery. It is impossible to guess 
at the contents, not knowing the width of each 
panel and consequently the length of the lines of 
each text; but 11.2-3 of fragment (c) may contain 
a quotation from Ps 86 (87),2. This verse appears 
in churches at Ma’in and Madaba in Jordan, and S 
at H. Hesheq in Galilee (Felle, Biblia epigraphica fig. 817A.5 (c) 
75, 79, 134, nos. 74, 83, 231). The formula "For 

the succor” or “For the preservation and succor”, usually referring to benefactors, is 
common in dedicatory inscriptions: see for instance nos. 848, 854, 856, 869. The knot- 
ted nu in Fragment (e) points to a date not earlier than the later part ofthe 6 c. 








Bibl.: Unpublished. - On the site, see Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 117* (e), 149f. (h) no. 
363; D. Amit - J. Seligman - I. Zilberbod, in: A. Faust - E. Baruch eds., New Studies on Jerusalem, 
2000, 166-74; iid., in: G. Bottini - L. Di Segni - L. Chrupcala eds., One Land - Many Cultures, 
2003, 139-48. 


Photo: IAA. 
LDS 


817B. Armenian inscription of Grigor in a mosaic on Mt. Scopus 


The inscription is composed of two elements, one in red tesserae and the other in 
black. The background is white and undecorated. The cross at the beginning and 
what appears to be a nomen sacrum at the end are in red, while the text in between 
is black. The tesserae resemble those ofthe white mosaic floor in which the inscrip- 
tion is set. The inscription is damaged, and, following Grigor = Gregory, there were 
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at least two further letters of which the bottoms survive. The nomen sacrum is well 
preserved. 
Meas.: w of mosaic fragment 86 cm; letters 10.5 cm. 


Findspot: In the church of the Monastery of Theodorus and Cyriacus, near the 
mouth of Cistern II, in the atrium of the church (see D. Amit - J. Seligman - I. Zil- 
berbod, in: G. Bottini - L. Di Segni - L. Chrupcala eds., One Land - Many Cultures, 
2003, 140 fig. 1). 


Pres. loc.: See findspot. 


(cross) QC PAN b - L?) RU 






Gnhann b - v(?) Bu: 





Translit.: Grigor E - N(?) K's fig. 817B 
Grigor E - N(?) Christ. 


Comm.: Late 5 c. or early 6 c. CE on archaeological grounds. The writing is in 
round Armenian uncial script (erkat'agir). It is characterized by ligatured letters, 
showing the antiquity of this phenomenon. It was previously observed in the in- 
scription "Abel" on a sarcophagus or tomb cover from the site of the Eustathius 
mosaic (no. 817). This puts the date of the use of ligatures some decades earlier 
than previously known. 


Bibl.: M. Stone et al., IEJ (forthcoming). 


Photo: IAA, courtesy of D. Amit. 
MS 


818.-823. The Cave of Gethsemane 


From the courtyard in front of the Tomb of the Virgin, a narrow passage and 
a flight of steps lead down to the Cave of Gethsemane. The ancient entrance 
from the north was blocked in the Middle Ages, and the modern entrance is 
now from the northwest. The cave was formerly an oil press, with a cistern 
and rock-hewn channels for collecting rainwater. In the 4-5 c. the cistern was 
transformed into a burial crypt by opening two entrances in the northern side. 
Among the finds in the cave are a mosaic pavement (no. 902), graffiti (nos. 
903, 904), fragments of marble, some probably from liturgical furnishing (nos. 
818-823), some probably funerary inscriptions (nos. 905, 906) and several early 
Arabic inscriptions in Kufic characters (Corbo, Ricerche 4, 7 fig. 3; 46-9 figs. 
40-43; 52f. figs. 46-47). (LDS) 
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818. Two monograms incised on a fragment of a chancel screen 


Two Greek monograms incised on a fragment of chancel screen adorned with a 
panel in relief representing a cross within a wreath and crowned with a vine trel- 
lis. One monogram is incised on the upper blank border of the screen, above the 
sculptured panel; the other is smaller and occupies the lower fascia of the panel 
frame. Both are identical monograms of the simplest type, cruciform, with four 
letters at the ends of the four arms of the cross. Omicron-upsilon in ligature, w- 


shaped omega. 1l "^ gut " 





Meas.: h 39, w 28, d 5.6 cm. Y oo T KE 
Es IAE us 
i * yog * wh 
OY ET t» » AS j 
A (cross) N 2 (3 A 4 j Me 
Q 153 ala 
À "P T A AS 
App. crit.: APON, Aapov Corbo, Bieberstein - Bloedhorn. au ? X PUN 
7 TAL. 
A: 'e f z ^ Re Ps K. 
"Iwdvvou $2 Yel Ra stanti 


fig. 818.1 (above) 


Of Ioannes. 





fig. 818.2 (below) fig. 818.3 


Comm.: Corbo reads the character on top as rho and resolves the monogram into 
‘Aapwy, but the rho would be retrograde and, in the upper monogram, the letter can 
be easily recognized as a ligature of omicron-upsilon. This reflects the commonest 
type of monogram, which contains a personal name in the genitive, with the OY in 
ligature and on top of the cross. 


Bibl.: Corbo, Ricerche 44f., fig. 38 (ed. pr.). - Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 249. 


Photo: Corbo, Ricerche 44 fig. 38. 
LDS 
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819. Inscription on fragments of chancel screen 


Two adjoining fragments of white veined marble from the upper edge of a slab, 
bearing remains of three lines of Greek script. Tall narrow letters are carefully en- 
graved. K(at) abbreviated with an angular mark hanging from the kappa. Lunate 
sigma and w-shaped omega. The upper edge of the slab is broken but preserves the 
remains of a moulded cornice, indicating that it was part of a marble screen. 
Meas.: Left-hand fragment: h 12, w 11, d 4 cm; letters 3-5 cm. Right-hand fragment: 
h 18, w 19, d 5 cm; letters 4 cm. 


Pres. loc.: SBF Museum, Jerusalem. 


[--]ÀHMIZKAN[--] 
[--IZEQZAMİ--] 
SN 


[Yep uv] juts x (2t) 

àv [ana cog --| xal 
adé]oews aulaptidy --|--] 
++[--] 


For the memory and repose 
... and remission of sins ... 





Comm. The invocation 
"for the remission of sins" fig. 819 
is used for both the living 

(e.g. SEG 40, 1521 from Deir Adas in Jordan; Dunand, Hauran, nos. 245, 338; and 
cf. this vol. no. 903) and the dead: see J. Germer-Durand, RB 2, 1893, 203-15, at 
211 from Bethlehem (ntp uvýuns xal avatatcews xal àóeoceoc AuapTidy). It is 
impossible to determine whether the formula was continuous, and thus referred to 
the remission of sins of a person or persons whose memory was commemorated, 
or the first line contained the name or names of the deceased and the second line 
prayed for the remission of sins of a living dedicator. Corbo referred to these frag- 
ments as "funerary inscriptions", butthe material (white marble) and the moulding 
show that the slab was not a tombstone, but probably was part of a chancel screen 
(less likely, an offering table). 


Bibl.: Corbo, Ricerche 45f. no. 1 fig. 39,1 (ed. pr.). 
Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 


LDS 
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820. Two fragments of white marble with remains of inscriptions 
Two irregular fragments of white marble. They may have been part of the same 


slab. Remains of letters, round omicron, deeply engraved. Lunate sigma. 
Meas.: (a): h 7.5, w 7.5, d 3 cm; letters 3 cm; (b): h 11, w 7, d 3 cm; letters 3 cm. 





Bibl.: Corbo, Ricerche 45f. nos. 2 and 4 (ed. pr.). 
Photo: Corbo, Ricerche 45 figs. 39,2 and 4. fig. 820.2 (b) 
LDS 


821. Fragment of white marble with remains of inscription 


Remains of three lines of Greek script carefully engraved on a fragment of white 
marble slab. Tall oval letters, curling w-shaped omega. 


Meas.: h 15, w 11, d 4-4.5 cm; letters 5 cm. 
Pres. loc.: SBF Museum, Jerusalem. 


[--JOA[--] 

[--]QPO[--] 

[--]KH[--] 

App. crit.: 1.1 OA Corbo, perhaps QA; 

1.2 [-- ? 0268] wpo[< --] or [-- ? 0608] opo[u --]. 
[--JOA[--|-- ?O¢08]Spo[--|--JKH[-- 


... Theodorus(?) ... 





Bibl.: Corbo, Ricerche 45f. no. 5 fig. 39,5 (ed. pr.). 


Photo: G. Nalbandian. fig. 821 


LDS 
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822. Fragment of white marble with remains of inscription 


Remains of two lines of script and traces ofa third, engraved on a fragment of white 
marble slab. Lunate sigma. 
Meas.: h 11, w 7, d 2.5 cm; letters 2.5-3 cm. 


[-IHON«[--] 
[-JEAIL- 
[HE] 


Bibl.: Corbo, Ricerche 45f. no. 6 fig. 39,6 (ed. pr.). 
Photo: Corbo, Ricerche 45 fig. 39,6. 





823. Fragment of gray marble with remains of inscription 


Remains of Greek letters on a fragment of gray marble slab. 
Meas.: h 11, w 10, d 3 cm. 


Comm.: Illegible. Corbo: “Si vede qual- 
cosa di tre lettere." 


Bibl.: Corbo, Ricerche 45f. no. 7 fig. 39,7 (ed. 
pr.). 





Photo: Corbo, Ricerche, 45 fig. 39,7. fig. 823 
LDS 
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824.-827. Dominus Flevit 


The compound of Dominus Flevit owes its name to a tradition, not earlier than 
the Crusader period, that in this place Jesus, riding in triumph from Bethphage 
to Jerusalem, wept over the fate of the Holy City (Lk 19,28-44). If the Crusaders 
built a church there, it soon fell into ruins. In 1518 a mosque called el-Mansuriyeh 
(the Triumphant) existed on the site, but was in ruins in the 19 c. Unable to obtain 
the ruin, the Franciscans bought a small property on the south side of the path 
and built a small church there in 1891. Later they were able to acquire a larger plot 
from the Benedectine Sisters, and in building a new enclosure they discovered the 
first tombs. Excavations conducted by B. Bagatti in 1953-1956 uncovered an exten- 
sive cemetery of the Second Temple, Roman and Byzantine periods (though some 
tombs belong to the Middle and Late Bronze Age). Inscribed ossuaries discovered 
in the tombs (see vol. I 164-206), a fragmentary epitaph and an inscribed lid of 
sarcophagus (nos. 737, 915) represent the epigraphic yield of the earlier periods. A 
small single-apse church (7x14 m) was also discovered, as well as cisterns, installa- 
tions, and remains of a monastery attached to the church; this complex was dated 
to the early Arab period. A modern chapel was erected on the spot, which incorpo- 
rates the remains of the Byzantine building. The nave is paved with a colourful mo- 
saic decorated with geometric elements, florets and leaves. An inscription is set at 
the foot of the bema (no. 824). A chapel, also paved with mosaics, is attached to the 
northern side of the church. The main carpet has a geometrical decoration enclos- 
ing medallions with fruits, flowers and fish; to the east, in front of a small apse, is 
a panel of geometrical design, and between the two is a rectangular panel framing 
an inscription (no. 825). Near the remains of the monastery wall, an earlier mosaic 
pavement was discovered, whose inscription (no. 826) indicates that here was the 
entrance of a sacred building that had existed on the site prior to the erection of the 
monastery and church in the Early Arab period. A tombstone was also discovered 
in secondary use in the courtyard of the monastery (no. 916). 32 m north of the 
monastery, an inscription was moulded on the west wall of a rock-hewn cistern in 
line with the western wall of the monastery (no. 827), and another adorned a small 
mosaic-paved pool north of the ruins of el-Mansuriyeh, presenting the initials of 
Christ with alpha and omega (App. 8*). Several inscribed objects were also found 
in the compound: a wooden bread stamp in the church (no. 1077), jars stamped in 
Greek in the monastery and with them also a jar with a Kufic stamp (G. Lombardi, 
SBF 7, 1956/57, 165-90). (LDS) 


824. Building inscription on mosaic floor 
The inscription was framed in a rectangular panel of which only the right half is 


preserved. At the right end 3 to 6 letters are missing. The letters are traced in black 
tesserae on a white background. They are elegantly drawn with chiaroscuro and 
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decorative serifs, like those in the funerary chapel of Anatolia of Arabissos (no. 
875), which was tentatively dated 614 or 629 on historical grounds. Notable are also 
the drop-shaped omicron and theta with a flattened base, collared upsilon, and eta 
with a high horizontal bar. Lunate sigma and w-shaped omega. 

Meas.: h 34, w 165 cm (max.); letters 8.5-10 cm. 

Pres. loc.: In situ. 





fig. 824 


[-ca. 25-30 letters-] TATOYZMONAXTHPIOYANHTEIPENEKOEMEAQ[-ca. 3 letters-] 
[-ca. 25-30 letters-] HZ ATTAXAN[-ca. 5 letters-]K AITTIPOXHNETKENT]-ca. 5 letters-] 
[-ca. 21-25 letters- CON. AY TO [-ca. 17 letters-]EPONT [-ca. 6 letters-] 


App. crit.: 1.1 all edd. leave the gap blank, but in his translation Milik suggests “[Cette sainte 
église-ci de ce] saint monastère”; ll.1-2 Bagatti, SEG leave the gap, followed by tis &y(ac 
"Av[vac]; Milik restores [xai ] | [-- 'eopytoc 6 mpecButepos tlis dyias 'Av[ae(&ceoc), “(l)a érigée 
des fondations etl'a embellie George, prétre de la Saint-Anastasis”, based on the content of the 
inscription in the adjoining chapel (no. 825). 11.2-3 t[ò --] | [-- adeAp] Gv Bagatti, SEG; Milik 
restored the lines without any abbreviation, but some seem necessary, given the length of the 
gap. 1.3 [dtad]epdvtwy in fine Robert (BE). Adding Auyy is tentative, although a decorative ele- 
ment may have been used to fill the gap at the end ofthe line. 

[O detva jyovuevoç tovtou Tob] edayotc rovactyplou &vryetpey &x Oeu.eA [lov Tadtyy THY 
éxxAyoiay] tis &ylac Av[vac] xal mpoojveyxev v[o næv | xtioua UTEP TwWTplas AdEAS] Gv avdtolb 
xal Mavtwv 1Gv mpoc]dépovcov Saller, quoted by Milik. 


[Thv ayiav tabtyy exxAnolav Tod eldayots rovactyptou åvýyeipev Ex 0gueA [Lov | 
Tewpyios yryovpevos xai mpecButepos c]fi &ylac Av[aot(dcews)] xal mpoonveyxev 
TI K(upt)@ nu(dv) | Ineo) X(piot)G ntp cwtnp(tac) avtot xal vGv ddeAd|ov 
avtold xal Tavtwy THY mpocd]epóve[ov. Auýv?] 


This holy church of the pious monastery Georgius, hegumen (of the monastery) and 
priest of the Holy Anastasis erected from the foundations, and he offered (it) to our 
Lord Christ for the salvation of himself and of his brothers, and of all the benefac- 
tors. Amen.(?) 


Comm.: The church was dated after 614 by Bagatti 268ff, because it was erected 
on an earlier ecclesiastical building which, in his opinion, might have been de- 
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stroyed by the Persians during the conquest of Jerusalem. The coins found in 
the excavation are from the Umayyad period (7 coins from between 684 and 
705) and of the Abbasid period (3 coins from between 745-776, 2 from between 
775-785). He identified the patron of the church as Ste. Anne, but there is no 
church dedicated to her in Jerusalem attested before the Crusader period. Milik 
suggested a different reading, which eliminated the mention of Ste. Anne, and 
identified the church with the one erected on the place where Jesus had prayed 
at Gethsemane (Mt 26,36-46; Mk 14,32-42; Lk 22,39-46). This identification 
would allow a more precise date for its foundation; no church is mentioned by 
the pilgrim Arculfus (who visited Jerusalem in 670 according to Baldi, ca. 683/4 
or earlier according to L. Bieler [Arculfus, De locis sanctis, ed. Bieler, CCSL 175, 
1965, 175-209]) at the place where Christ had prayed, while ca. 725 Willibald vis- 
ited a recently built church at this spot. According to the Commemoratorium de 
casis Dei composed in 808, there were three monks there, while the monk Ber- 
nard, in 870, was shown the place of the prayer, seemingly no longer occupied 
by a church (Baldi, Enchiridion 536-538 nos. 795-798). Milik therefore dated the 
church to the last quarter of the 7 c. If Milik’s identification is right a somewhat 
later date is also possible. 


Bibl.: B. Bagatti, SBF 6, 1955/56, 240-70 at 243f., fig. 3 (ed. pr.). - SEG 17, 786a; BE 1960, 416; J. 
Milik, RB 67, 1960, 550-91 at 554; S. Saller apud Milik, ibid. n. 1; J. Milik, MUSJ 37, 1960/61; BE 
1961, 814; Ovadiah, MPI no. 120 (1); Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 268-72. - On the site, cf. Meis- 
termann, Guida 309; Baldi, Enchiridion 437-41 nos. 668,1; 670,1; 671,1; 672,1; 673,1; J. Milik, RB 
67, 1960, 550-5 no. 22; Bagatti - Milik, Dominus Flevit I; Ovadiah, Corpus 83f. no. 72; Y. Tsafrir, 
Reallexikon zur byzantinischen Kunst II 1978, 607-10 fig. 34 (plan); A. Storme, Le Mont des 
Oliviers, 1984, 127-48; N. Avigad, NEAEHL 2, 1993, 753; M. Avi-Yonah, ibid. 783; Kloner, Sur- 
vey of Jerusalem, 2001, 136*(e), 175(h) no. 424; Kloner - Zissu, Necropolis 197-205 nos. 3 [1-19]. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 
LDS 


825. Inscription in a mosaic floor 


The rectangular panel with the inscription has a simple black frame and letters 
traced in black tesserae. The characters are very decorative, with chiaroscuro, no- 
table serifs and curls. Upsilon and rho are collared, nu has a knotted middle bar; 
the horizontal bar of eta is high and knotted; omega is formed of two separate curls 
with a decorative dot in the middle. Decorative dots are also found in the upsilon 
and in the ligature of omicron-upsilon. Stigmas as abbreviation marks in 11.1, 2, 4 
and 5. 

Meas.: h 61, w 219 cm; letters 9.5-10 cm. 

Pres. loc.: In situ. 
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fig. 825.1 


(sprig) TOY TONTONEYKTHPIONATIONOIKEKOXMHf 
ZYMEQNOÓOIAOXPIXZTOXTOAEXIIOTHHMOf 
XPIZTOIIPOXZATATONYIIEPAYTPOYTON 
AYTOYAMAPTIONK/ANAITAYZEQOXTON 
AYTOYAAEAOfTEOPTIOYHTOYMfKfAOMETIOYOIAOXPf 


App. crit.: 1.1 oix(odéuncev) (xal) exdcuno(ev) Bagatti, SEG, Milik; oix(ov) éxdouna(ev) Tod, SEG. 


Totitov tov edxtyplov dytov olx(ov) exdouya(ev) | Zuueàv 6 Hirdxpiotos TH Oeo mócy, 
?u&(v) | Xpioth mpocayaywy rèp AUTpov 1Gy | adtod duaptidy x(al) dvaTavoews 
1&y | aoo ddeAd(Gv) Tewpytou Yyouu(évou) x(at) Aowetiou piroyp(totou). 


Symeon the lover of Christ adorned this holy oratory, offering (it) to our Lord 
Christ, for the cleansing of his sins and for the rest of his brothers, Georgius the 
hegumen and Dometius lover of Christ. 


Comm.: Milik surmised that the 
deceased hegumen, Georgius, 
was the founder of the monas- 
tery and church, and that the 
oratory was erected by his sur- 
viving brother after his death. 
This hypothesis is strengthened 
by the corrected reading of 1.1: 
the inscription refers not to the 
building of the oratory, but to its fig. 825.2 
xdguyats, a term which may re- 

fer simply to the embellishment of the room with a mosaic pavement, but is often 
used to indicate the furnishing of a sacred building, i.e., the decoration neces- 
sary to transform the interior into a liturgical space. Clearly, the hall itself was 
built together with the church and the monastery, but its transformation into a 
chapel was carried out by Symeon, probably a wealthy layman and a patron of his 
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brother’s monastery. The date of the inscription is therefore later than the date 
of the dedicatory inscription in the church, dated by the excavators in the Early 
Islamic Period. 


Bibl.: B. Bagatti, SBF 6, 1955/56, 240-70 at 246ff. fig. 4 (ed. prJ. - BE 1960, 416; SEG 17, 786b; J. 
Milik, RB 67, 1960, 550-91 at 554 n.3; Ovadiah, MPI no. 120(2); Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 270ff.; 
see bibl. no. 824. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 


LDS 


826. Mosaic inscription for ecclesiastical building 


A fragment of mosaic pavement made of large white tesserae, with red and black 
florets, preserves the left-hand part of a tabula ansata, traced in red tesserae, en- 
closing a 4-line inscription in black tesserae. The letters are round. The text opens 
with a sprig and is oriented to the west. Lunate sigma. 

Meas.: w 34 cm (max., tabula ansata); letters 6-8 cm. 

Pres. loc.: SBF Museum, Jerusalem, inv. no. 00319. 


(sprig) KZ®Y[--] 
HNEDI--] 
ZOYKA[-] 
AIEOA[--] 


K(ópto)c $v[A&£a t]|nv eto[oddy] | cou 
xali thv] | «£»£o8[óv cou] 


The Lord will guard your coming in and 
your going out. 


Comm.: The pavement belongs to a 
stage preceding that of the monastery 
and church that were excavated on the fig. 826.1 (photo: Jan. 2010) 
site and are dated about 675 (see nos. 

824, 825). The form of the letters may suit a date in the 5 c. or early 6 c., at the lat- 
est. The contents of the inscription indicate that it was located at the entrance of a 
sacred building. Adjoining this pavement are arcosolium tombs, apparently part of 
the necropolis of Dominus Flevit, which is located south ofthe church. This type of 
tomb is usually dated to the 3-4 c., but it remained in use throughout the Byzantine 
period. It is possible that a funerary chapel was built near the cemetery, to which 
the mosaic belonged. 
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Bibl: B. Bagatti, SBF 6, 
1955/56, 240-70 at 262f. fig. 12 
(ed. pr.). - BE 1960, 416; SEG 
17, 786 (apparatus); Ovadiah, 
MPI no. 120 (3); Bieberstein 
- Bloedhorn 3, 268-72; Felle, 
Biblia Epigraphica 126 no. 
204; see bibl. no. 824. 





Photo: G. Nalbandian; B. Bagat- s fig. 826.2 (photo: 1955) 
ti, SBF 6, 1955/56, 262 fig. 12. 


LDS 


827. Cross in relief on wall of cistern 


Cross roughly moulded in relief on the plastered wall of the cistern adjoining the 
monastery (see introduction), with Greek letters between the arms. Lunate sigma 
and w-shaped omega. 

Meas.: (cross) h 67 cm, w 45 cm; letters 14 cm. 

Pres. loc.: In situ. 


XÈ 
AQ 


I(nood)> X(pioró)s | Apa wuéya 


Jesus Christ, beginning and end. 


Comm.: Apoc. 1,8; 21,6; 22,13. 


Bibl.: E. Testa, Il simbolismo dei giudeo-cri- 
stiani, 1962, 251 pl. 24,3 (ed. pr.). - B. Bagatti, 
SBF 19, 1969, 194-236 at 204. - On the site, cf. 
Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 124*(e), 
159(h) no. 424. 





fig. 827 


Photo: E. Testa pl. 24,3. 
LDS 
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828.-830. Viri Galilaei, Mount of Olives 


The hilltop known as Karm es-Saiyad (traditional Viri Galilaei, cf. Acts 1,10-11), 
between Mount Scopus and the village of Et-Tur, was purchased by the Greek 
Orthodox bishop in 1881. The area was enclosed with a wall, and a church dedi- 
cated to Jesus' apparition to the twelve apostles (known as Church of the Twelve 
or Little Galilee) was erected there. The Greek Orthodox bishop of Jericho fixed 
his residence in the attached convent. During the construction work, many Jew- 
ish and Christian tombs were discovered, as well as masonry in which roof tiles 
of the Legio X Fretensis were used. The mosaic pavement of a funerary chapel of 
the Byzantine period was discovered at the southern end of the enclosure, and was 
included in a modern chapel commemorating the apparition of an angel to Mary 
(Angelismos chapel; see map in PEQ 21, 1889, in front of p. 174). The site is con- 
nected to a tradition going back to the apocryphal De transitu Virginis Mariae, 
ascribed to Meliton of Sardis (2 c. CE) but rejected as unauthentic by the so-called 
Decretum Gelasianum in the late 5 c. CE (De libris recipiendis et non recipiendis 5, 
PL 59, 162), according to which an angel appeared to the Virgin and gave her a palm 
branch, announcing her forthcoming death. The location of this tradition south of 
Viri Galilaei is not attested in literary sources before the Crusades (T. Tobler, Die 
Siloahquelle und der Olberg, 1852, 246) and a chapel erected to commemorate it, 
still visible in the 17 c., was dated by Clermont-Ganneau (RAO 5, 1902, 164-9, 389) 
not earlier than the 8-9 c. CE, or even later. Both Tobler and Clermont-Ganneau 
rejected the identification of this late chapel with the church and monastery dedi- 
cated to Mary on the Mount of Olives that was restored by Justinian (Proc. Caes., 
Aed. 5, 9) and probably still existed at the beginning of the 9 c. (Commemoratori- 
um de casis Dei, ed. Tobler - Molinier 302; Baldi, Enchiridion 403 no. 625). Inscrip- 
tion no. 828 is located in the modern Angelismos, no. 829 in a cistern below the 
Little Galilee Church. A fragment ofa possible dedicatory inscription (no. 830) and 
several tombstones (nos. 917-922, 994) were found scattered in the area. Another 
epitaph, opening with the formula Avery and dated year 268 by a Constantinian 
era (= 599 or 614 CE), was seen by Meimaris in the compound of Viri Galilaei (no. 
987), but it certainly arrived there from the southwestern Negev (area of H. Ma'on/ 
Nirim). (LDS) 


828. Inscription of Zanna in mosaic floor of a chapel 


Tabula ansata set in an ancient mosaic pavement measuring 480x530 cm, belong- 
ing to a Byzantine funeral chapel. Colored border. The letters are very irregular, 
traced in black on a white background; they belong to the round alphabet. The no- 
men sacrum is marked with a horizontal stroke. 


Meas.: h 32, w 64 cm (98 cm including handles); letters 4-5 cm. 
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Findspot: Southwestern corner of the mosaic floor of the Angelismos chapel. 
Pres. loc.: See findspot (hidden under carpets). 


XEMNHEOGHTI 
TH£XAOY 
AHZZOY 
ZANNA 





App. crit.: 1.1 X(aipete) [--] SNR : À ; PES ea 
Zavvas Sayce; 1.3-4 “Thy fig. 828.1 
servant Anna” Conder apud 

Schick; dobAys «cov» Xovtávvac Finn, Germer-Durand 1892, Thomsen, Avi-Yonah, SEG, Louki- 
anoff, Závvac Germer-Durand 1893, Vincent - Abel. 


* 


X(pio te rvjoOytt | ts ðoújAns cod | Zavvas 


Christ, remember Thy maidservant Zanna. 


Comm.: The mosaic floor belonged to 
a funerary chapel, 4.80x5.30 m. There 
are no grounds for connecting it to the 
church of St. Mary restored by Justinian 
(see introduction), but it may well date 
to the same period. The names Zannus, Zanna, and the diminutives Zonainos, 
Zonaine, are very common in the region (see Wuthnow, Semitische Menschenna- 
men 49, 51, 144; Negev, Personal Names, 26 nos. 392, 394, 33 no. 510, 131 no. 2044, 
133f. no. 2138, 138 nos. 2571, 2573; BE 1989, 1007 and Feissel, Chroniques 228 no. 
728). 





fig. 828.2 


Bibl.: C. Schick, ZDPV 12, 1889, 194f. (ed. pr.). - Id., PEQ 21, 1889, 179, pl. in front of 183 no. 
4 (dr.); E. Finn, PEQ 22, 1890, 54f.; A. Sayce, PEQ 22, 1890, 44; J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 
573f. no. 20; id., RB 2, 1893, 213 no. 20; K. Karpanas, Nea Sion 6, 1907, 840f. (Greek); R. Horn- 
ing, ZDPV 32, 1909, 127 no. 2; Thomsen I no. 148; Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 1-2, 390; 
4, 919f., fig. 379; Abel, DACL 2368; T. Themeles, Nea Sion 25, 1930, 645f. (Greek); M. Avi-Yonah, 
QDAP 2, 1932, 165 no. 111,1; H. Leclercq, DACL 13,1, 1937, 850; SEG 8, 212; E. Loukianoff, 
'O EAATION, 1939, 26; Thomsen II no. 148; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 312-8 at 314. - On the 
site, cf. Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, RAO 5, 1902, 164-9, 182f.; Meistermann, Guida, 290ff.; Baldi, 
Enchiridion, 396 nos. 617-618, 403 no. 624, 405 no. 630, 413f. no. 645,4-5; Ovadiah, Corpus 
Suppl. 3, 138 no. 21; BE 1989, 1007; Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 114*(e), 148f.(h) nos. 359f.; 
Kloner - Zissu, Necropolis 206. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer; Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 4, 920 fig. 379 (dr.). 


LDS 
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829. Citation of Psalm 28 (29),3 


A large cross moulded in the plaster in the eastern wall of the cistern. According 
to the description in ed. pr., the Greek inscription is located (moulded? painted?) 
on either side of the arms of the cross, the phi on the right, the letters ELIITON on 
the left, which of course cannot be right. Thomsen sets the inscription in two lines, 
separated by the cross. 


Findspot: A cistern in the Church of the Twelve Apostles or Little Galilee in the 
Viri Galilaei compound. 
Pres. loc.: See findspot. Not located. 


®[--] 


(cross) 


ENITON [--] 
P[wvy Kuptov] | emi tov [bdatwv] 
The voice of the Lord (is) upon over the waters. 


Comm.: Quotation from Ps 28 (29),3. Thomsen dated the inscription to the 4 c., but 
by comparison of similar inscriptions in cisterns, a later date (6 c.?) is more likely. 


Bibl.: Nea Sion 32, 1937, 591f. (Greek) (ed. pr.). - Thomsen II no. 81A. 
LDS 


830. Marble fragment with letters 


Small plaque of marble with four Greek letters. 


Findspot: Near the modern Angelismos Chapel. 
Pres. loc.: Kept in the convent at Viri Galilaei according to the previous editors; not found. 


[--]ETBA[--] 


App. crit.: €t(ous) or €t(y) Ba’ Thomsen. 
[--]ét(ous) Balotretag --?] 
... in the year of reign (2) ... 


Comm.: Thomsen understood the characters BA as a figure, referring to a date 
or to the age of the deceased, as he tentatively identified the fragment as part of a 
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tombstone. This cannot however be a two-figure number, for both alpha and beta 
are units (1 and 2). It is more likely that we have here the beginning of the word 
Bactretas or Bacthéws with reference to a date in regnal years. The term is more 
likely to refer to a Byzantine emperor than to a Hasmonaean or Herodian king for, 
in the Second Temple period, the date would probably have been indicated with the 
sign L (cf. CIIP I 1, 3). Since Jerusalem had no era, a dated inscription could bear a 
regnal year (cf. no. 1006). Thomsen dated the fragment to the 5 c. but a later date is 
more likely, as Byzantine dating by regnal years became common only in the 6 c. 
The plaque may have formed part of a wall revetment bearing a dated building or 
dedicatory inscription. 


Bibl.: C. Schick, ZDPV 12, 1889, 199 no. 5 (ed. pr.). - K. Karnapas, Nea Sion 6, 1907, 845 no. 5 
(Greek); Thomsen I no. 152; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 315, 317 no. 7. 


LDS 


831.-832. Area of the Church of the Paternoster and 
the convent of the Carmelite nuns 


The area now occupied by the Church of the Paternoster and the convent of the 
Carmelite nuns (to the east) was purchased in 1857 by the princess de la Tour 
d'Auvergne. The church was erected in 1868 and the adjacent convent in 1872. Dur- 
ing the construction work, and later in excavations conducted by the White Fathers 
in 1910-11, the ruins of a Byzantine church were uncovered, which Vincent identi- 
fied with the Eleona, the church built by Constantine over the cave where Jesus 
taught his disciples, and where the Ascension was also commemorated, before the 
erection ofthe Ascension Church (Acts 1,3; cf. Eusebius, Demonstratio Evangelica 
6,18; Vita Constantini 3,43; It. Burd. 595 and many other sources. Cf. J. Wilkinson, 
Egeria's Travels to the Holy Land, 1981, 49ff.). The Eleona was destroyed by the 
Persians in 614 and restored shortly afterwards by Modestus. It may have been 
demolished by order of Caliph el-Hakim in 1009, and it was rebuilt in the Crusader 
period. Remains of a mosaic pavement with a quotation from the Psalms (no. 831) 
and fragments of (possibly) a building inscription (no. 832) and an inscription of 
uncertian function (no. 1042) were found during the building operations. In the 
grounds there were found also several tombs with burial inscriptions (nos. 932- 
934), one of them (no. 934), apparently earlier than the Byzantine church. Several 
stamped Byzantine bricks were found among the ruins of the church (Clermont- 
Ganneau, ARP I 343f.; Thomsen I no. 256a-c). A reliquary inscribed with the name 
ofthe church, Eleona, was recovered in the Byzantine church at Kh. el-Messani (no. 
857). More tombs were discovered beyond the enclosing wall of the compound, to 
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the west, in the former property of Count de Piellat, now the location of the Bene- 
dictine convent (no. 935), and to the south, between the Carmelite property and 
the Tombs of the Prophets (nos. 930, 931, 1004). Byzantine stamped bricks were 
found near the Benedictine convent (S. Saller, SBF 21, 1971, 163ff. nos. 6-8 fig. 2, 
9ff.). (LDS) 


831. Inscription on a mosaic floor 


Fragment of an inscribed mosaic pavement. Lunate sigma. 


Findspot: In the cloister of the Carmelite nunnery. 
Pres. loc.: Museum of the Carmelite monastery of Paternoster (Bieberstein - Bloedhorn), not 
found there. 


(cross) AY THH[--] 
KAIOIEIZEAEY(--] 
AYTHK=®Y[--] 
AONXOYKAITHN[--] 


Abr ý [102 Kupiov, 8t] |xatot ciceAev[oovtat &v] | adTH. K(0pto)c pul[Adger thy 
elco]|8óv cou xal thv [££096v cov] 


This is the gate of the Lord, the righteous will enter in it. The Lord will guard your 
coming in and your going out. 


Comm.: Psalm 117 (118),20 and 120 (121),8. 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, Le Cosmos 17, 1889, 73 (ed. pr.) (non vidi). - Id., RB 1, 1892, 585 no. 48; 
Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 1-2, 337-60, 374-410 at 389; Thomsen I no. 24; Abel, DACL 
2359; M. Avi-Yonah, QDAP 2, 1932, 165 no. 112; H. Leclercq, DACL 13,1, 1937, 840; Bieberstein 
- Bloedhorn 3, 295 no. 4; Felle, Biblia Epigraphica 125f. no. 202. - On the site, cf. Clermont-Gan- 
neau, ARP I 342ff.; L. Vincent, RB 20, 1911, 219-65; J. Reil, ZDPV 38, 1915, 58-65; Meistermann, 
Guida 298-308; L. Vincent, RB 64, 1957, 48-71; Ovadiah, Corpus 82f. no. 71; id., Corpus Suppl. 2, 
139 no. 122; M. Avi-Yonah, NEAEHL 2, 1993, 783; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 286-92; A. Kloner, 
Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 136*£ (e), 174-7(h) nos. 423, 428. 


LDS 


832. Greek building(?) inscription, late 5-6 c.(?) 


Fragment of limestone (marble according to Thomsen), bearing the remains of 
three lines of script. Lunate sigma. 
Meas.: h 16, w 12, d 11 cm. 
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Findspot: Found on the grounds of the Paternoster Church, during the building 


operation undertaken in 1869. 
Pres. loc.: Squeeze sent to the Louvre (Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, AMSL 11, 1885, 159f.). 


[--]ITH2[--] as : 
[.-]B AIA[--] NES DS. 
[--]NIAXI[--] tay A 


[r Yn£]p tis [--|--? 0eoce]B(so vtov) 
dta[xdvou ? --|-- |NIAX[--] 


For the salvation or pardon of the sins (?, or 
a similar formula) of the most god-fearing 
deacon ... 





Comm.: Clermont-Ganneau called the in- 
scription Byzantine and Thomsen dates it to 
the 5 c. The first mark of 1.2 is ignored by Thomsen and Bieberstein - Bloedhorn, 
but from the drawing it appears to be a beta followed by an abbreviation mark, a 
kind of inverted S-sign, typical of the late 5 c. and 6 c. 


fig. 832 


Bibl.: Thomsen I no. 133 (ed. pr.). - Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, AMSL 11, 1885, 210 no. 46; id., ARP 
1 343 (dr); Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 295 no. 7. - Cf. bibl. no. 831. 


Photo: Clermont- Ganneau, ARP I 343 (dr.). 


LDS 


833.-835. Area of the Ascension Church 


The Church of the Ascension was erected by the matron Poemenia, a relation of 
Emperor Theodosius I, on the summit of the Mount of Olives where, according 
to tradition, Jesus had ascended to heaven (Lk 24,50-51; Acts 1,9-11). The tradi- 
tional date, before 378, is based on John Rufus' statement that Poemenia lived 
as an ascetic in the holy places before both Melania sr. and jr. (Life of Peter the 
Iberian 43, ed. Raabe 30; tr. Horn and Phenix 59ff.), of whom the Elder arrived 
in Jerusalem in 378/9 (Palladius, Historia Lausiaca 46, ed. E.C. Butler 134ff.). 
But Devos, followed by Wilkinson and Verhelst, maintained that, though the 
hillock (Imbomon) was already a station of worship at the time of Egeria's visit 
(381-384), the church had not yet been built. It is mentioned for the first time by 
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Jerome in between 389 and 392 (Comm. in Sophoniam 1,15f., CCSL 76A, 673). 
The church was damaged during the Persian conquest of Jerusalem and restored 
by Modestus, abbot of the monastery of St. Theodosius and later patriarch (631- 
633), ca. 616-626 (Antiochus mon., Ep. ad Eustathium, PG 89,1427). The Gaulish 
bishop Arculf, who visited the holy places in the late 7 c., described the church 
as a rotunda surrounded by two rows of columns (Adamnanus, De Locis Sanc- 
tis I, 23-24, CCSL 175, 199-202). The Crusaders rebuilt the building and added 
fortifications beside it. They gave the church its present octagonal shape. It had 
an open roof and a portico all around until ca. 1200, when the Muslims made it 
into an Islamic shrine, covered it with a dome and walled in the arches. A stone 
with a monogrammed cross (no. 835) was discovered in secondary use in the 
Crusader fortress. Several crosses, a Greek graffito and mason marks were copied 
in 2006 by Abu Raya and Adawi on the outer wall of the building, but all appear 
to belong to the medieval period. An inscribed fragment of cornice (no. 833) was 
also found in the grounds of the shrine. Nearby, in the grounds of the Russian 
monastery of the Ascension, a fragmentary inscription (no. 834) was interpreted 
as a building inscription pertaining to Modestus’ restoration of the church, but 
the restored text is far from certain. The Roman noblewoman and nun Melania 
the Younger built a little martyrium adjoining the church, where relics of St. 
Stephen and other martyrs were deposed in 439 (Vita Melaniae jr. 57f., ed. Gorce 
240-4; ed. Laurence 271-5). Some graffiti were scratched on the walls and vault 
(no. 923). Close to the church is an underground vault, venerated by the Chris- 
tians as the hermitage and tomb of Ste. Pelagia, a penitent who lived there in the 
mid-5 c. as an enclosed monk and was discovered to have been a woman after 
her death (H. Usener, Legenden der heiligen Pelagia, 1879). Jews venerate the 
place as the tomb of Hulda the prophetess, and Muslims as that of a holy woman, 
Rabi'a al-Adawiyya. An epitaph, perhaps of the Roman period, was seen in the 
tomb, though it has now disappeared (no. 924). The excavation carried out by 
the Franciscan Father V. Corbo confirmed Arculf’s description and showed that 
the restoration had followed the original plan. Corbo also uncovered the “Little 
Martyrium” attached to the southeastern side of the Ascension Church, built 
by Melania the Younger, and a burial chamber hewn in the rock under it. Other 
underground vaults explored by Abu Raya and Adawi in the outer courtyard of 
the shrine belong to the medieval phase. (LDS) 


833. Fragment of a chancel screen with quotation 


Fragment of a marble chancel screen with mouldings. Remains of inscription 
roughly engraved. Drop-shaped omicron and lunate sigma. 


Meas.: h 13, w 19, d 4 cm; letters 2-2.5 cm. 
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Findspot: On the grounds of the Chapel of the Ascension, in the southeastern cor- 
ner. 
Pres. loc.: SBF Museum, Jerusalem. 


[--JKOHZXOYXINEA[--] 
App. crit.: [ro]vjcoucty or Inootic -- 
Clermont-Ganneau, Thomsen, Bieber- 


stein - Bloedhorn. Autopsy has shown 
the letter before eta to be round. 


[--? ti mr]o(0vjcoucty é&[v --?] 


What will they do, if ... (2) 





Comm.: Thomsen dates the in- fig. 833 
scription to the 6 c. Possible res- 

torations: "What will they do, if their soul is required of them this night?” (Lk 
12,20); cf. Sir 2,14: “Woe to you who have lost your endurance, what will you do 
when the Lord examines you?” Sir 2,5, 15 are quoted, in the third person plural and 
with slight changes, on a stone at Mons Admirabilis in Syria, probably part of the 
entrance of the monastery: Felle, Biblia epigraphica 151f. no. 279. 


Bibl.: Ch. Clermont- Ganneau, RAO 6, 1904, 146 (ed. pr.). - Thomsen I no. 27a; Bieberstein - 
Bloedhorn 3, 312. - On the site, cf. C. Schick, PEQ 28, 1896, 310-27; Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem 
nouvelle 1-2, 360-419; Meistermann, Guida 291-7; Baldi, Enchiridion 387-426 nos. 607, 609- 
652; V. Corbo, SBF 10, 1959/60, 205-48; J. Milik, RB 67, 1960/61, 557ff. nos. 25 (Ascension 
and Pelagia's cave), 26 (Melania the Younger's Little Martyrium); Corbo, Ricerche 95-150; 
P. Devos, La "servante de Dieu" Poemenia d'aprés Pallade, la tradition copte et Jean Rufus, 
Analecta Bollandiana 87, 1969, 189-212; Ovadiah, Corpus 85-9 nos. 74-76; id., Corpus Suppl. 
2, 140f. no. 24; J. Wilkinson, Egeria's Travels to the Holy Land, 1981, 49-51; M. Avi-Yonah, 
NEAEHL 2, 1993, 783; Bieberstein-Bloedhorn 3, 297-303; Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 
137* (e), 177(h) no. 427; S. Verhelst, Proche-Orient Chrétien 54, 2004, 261 no. 11; R. Abu Raya 
- Z. ‘Adawi, HA-ESI 118, 2006, digital resource (http://www.hadashot-esi.org.il/report_de- 
tail eng.asp?tid-303&mag. id-111; last viewed: 4 May 2011). 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 
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834. Building inscription commemorating the restoration 
of the Ascension Church, 7 c. CE 


Marble plaque, broken into several pieces (Germer-Durand). The diphthong OY 
appears in ligature. No other details are available. 
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Findspot: Found east of the Church of the Ascension, on the grounds of the Rus- 
sian Convent on the Mount of Olives, near no. 1006. 
Pres. loc.: “Jetzt im Besitze des russischen Archimandriten” (Thomsen). Not found. 


[.JOIHO[--] 
YIOMOA[-]TOY[--] 
IIPONOOYMENOXYII[--] 
KAIAOZTAXT[JQ®[--] 
KEMNHEGHTI[--] 


App. crit.: Milik assumes a line to be lost above the first preserved line; 1.1 [T]óroc Thomsen; [-- 
T]émo[c tis &vaA ews --] Milik; 1.2 6mó wod[tou] vov[vov --], ‘sous ce boisseau’ Germer-Durand; 
nò Moó[éc xov?] tod [--] Thomsen; 1.4 xai dòs ta X(pw)v[9] whleAnuata?] Germer-Durand; xal 
ò doté XT[.JO®[--] Milik; abbreviation sign in gap between T and Q? LDS. 


[T]ómo[c obcoc àvexoatvéc0n?] | bd Mo8[éc] vov [hyovuévov?] | mpovoodpevos vm[d --] 
| xai ò dota X(pio)v«o» [iA (eo cévov)] | K(úp)e wvjoOytt [--] 


This place was restored(?) by Modestus the hegumen(?) being cared for by... and the 
bones of the most Christ-beloved...(?) O Lord, remember... 


Comm.: Both Germer-Durand and Thomsen considered this an epitaph, though 
Thomsen suggested restoring the name Modéotov. However, Abel and Milik con- 
nected the inscription with the restoration of the Ascension Church by Modestus, 
future patriarch of Jerusalem, after it was damaged in the Persian conquest in 614 
(Antiochus mon., Ep. ad Eustathium, PG 89, 1427). The mention of relics may refer 
to the victims of the sack buried by Thomas the deacon on the Mount of Olives, 
and venerated in a cave nearby (J. Milik, MUSJ 37, 1960/61, 184f. no. 26; Garitte, 
Calendrier 243f., 8 June). If this interpretation of the text is accepted, the inscrip- 
tion must be dated to the years of Modestus' activity, after 614 and before his death, 
between 630 and 634 (cf. Fedalto 1001). 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 573 no. 19 (ed. pr.). - Thomsen I no. 140; Abel, DACL 2360; 
H. Leclercq, DACL 13,1, 1937, 850; J. Milik, RB 67, 1960, 557 no. 25; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 
335f. no. 10; DGI 639f. no. 220*. - Cf. G. Fedalto, Hierarchia Ecclesiastica Orientalis II, 1988. 
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835. Monogram on stone 


Large slab with Greek monogram surmounted by cross. Lunate sigma. 


Findspot: Found in secondary use in the excavations of the Crusader fortress built 
around the Church of Ascension. 


B. Inscriptions of ecclesiastical and religious character 153 


(cross) 


TNZ£ZA 
Avactacta or Avactactas (?) 


Anastasia or of Anastasia (?) 


Bibl: Corbo, Ricerche 95-162 
at 123 fig. 94 (ed. pr.). - Bieber- 
stein - Bloedhorn 3, 300f; 2 ACE 
Küchler, Jerusalem 895 fig. 502. eS ES 
- For the structure, cf. V. Cor- fig. 835.1 
bo, SBF 10, 1959/60, 205-48; id., 

Ricerche 118-25; see bibl. no. 833. 


fig. 835.2 





Photo: Corbo, Ricerche 125 fig. 94 (ph., dr.). 
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836.-840. Russian monastery, Mount of Olives 


The Russian Monastery of the Ascension, built in 1870-1887, is located in the Rus- 
sian Compound, east of the Ascension Chapel. The compound includes remains of 
churches, chapels and a monastery of the Byzantine period, perhaps the Armenian 
monastery of St. John the Baptist mentioned by the 7-c. Armenian pilgrim Anas- 
tasius Vardapet. Splendid mosaic pavements are preserved in various parts of the 
compound: one (no. 836) bears a Greek inscription, others Armenian inscriptions 
(nos. 837-839). Fragments of church furnishing and funerary inscriptions were found 
within the enclosure (nos. 840, 865, 909-911, 925-929, 1006), as well as a building (?) 
inscription (no. 834). 


836. Building(?) inscription in a mosaic floor, late 6 c. CE 


A medallion with an inscription of six or seven lines, the first three or four of 
which have disappeared, set in a white mosaic pavement. The script is calligraphic; 
the surviving letters are rendered in chiaroscuro and ornamented with apices and 
curls. Lunate sigma; omicron is pointed. The diphthong OY is in ligature. Stigma 
is used as abbreviation mark in the second preserved line. The characters and the 
frame are made of black tesserae; the lines of script are separated by rows of red tes- 
serae. The two decorative leaves are made of red and yellow tesserae. 
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Meas.: Ø of medallion ca. 120 cm; h (of the 3 lines preserved together) 43 cm, w (top 
line, longest) 108 cm; letters 12 cm. 


Findspot: Found in 1880 on the ground of the Russian Orthodox Convent of the 
Ascension on the Mount of Olives, about 15 m northwest of the church (see Schult- 
ze 16; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 332). 


Pres. loc.: Integrated into the house of the Mother Superior. 


ie m: ema i 


[- 
[- 
[- 
[- 
9 


T 


JAOXZIAZTHZÉENAO 
ZOTAT/KOYBIKOYAA 
(leaf) PIA® (leaf) 





App. crit.: 1.0 [+ Yrép | exc xal åvanaúsews] Thomsen I, SEG; but this is too short to fill the 
gap, as four lines seem to be missing; 11.1-2 SIMOIH® évdo|Zotdty¢ Schultze. 


[--|--|--|--] | [so]8ocíac cfc évdo|Zotat (ys) xovBuxovAa]|ptac 
... of Theodosia the most glorious cubicularia. 


Comm.: The appearance ofthe characters indicates a date in the late 6 or early 7 c., and 
the calligraphical tracing is reminiscent of the epitaph of Anatolia of Arabissos (no. 
875), tentatively dated to 614. When we consider the epitaph of Theodosia, also found 
on the grounds of the Russian Convent and dated to 592 (no. 1006), the chronologi- 
cal and topographical proximity, the similarity in rank, and the homonymy, we may 
conclude that the identification of the cubicularia with the deceased lady, Theodosia, 
is very likely. The building where the mosaic pavement with the inscribed medallion 
is found may have been a funerary chapel. If so, both inscriptions may be of the same 
date. It could alternatively have been a private chapel used by Theodosia, in which she 
was finally buried after apparently dedicating her last days to monastic life. E. Louki- 
anoff, 1939, 32, suggested identifying Theodosia with a lady-in-waiting of Eudocia Au- 
gusta, which would date the inscription to the 5 c. However, the palaeography of the 
script makes this date unlikely. Loukianoff's identification of Theodosia the cubicu- 
laria with a companion of Eudocia is crucial to her argument for the identification of 
the Eleona Church with ruins in the Russian Compound, rather than with remains 
in the property of the Latin Carmelites, but her hypothesis has no historical grounds. 


Bibl.: V. Schultze, ZDPV 4, 1881, 16f. pl. L2 (dr.) (ed. pr.). - J. Mordtmann, ZDPV 7, 1884, 120f.; 
Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 327-42; Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 1-2, 390; Thomsen I no. 
143; E. Loukianoff, Bulletin de l'Institut d'Egypte 13, 1931, 101 pl. VIH,1 (ph.); M. Avi-Yonah, 
QDAP 2, 1932, 167 no. 116; SEG 8, 175; E. Loukianoff, 'O EAAION, 1939, 32f. pl. IL2 (ph.); 
Thomsen II no. 143; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 332f. no. 8; DGI 624f. no. 213. - Cf. A. K. Sanjian, 
Anastas Vardapet's List of Armenian Monasteries in Seventh- Century Jerusalem: A Critical Ex- 
amination, Le Muséon 82, 1969, 265-82; K. Hintlian, History ofthe Armenians in the Holy Land 
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(1976), 14; Stone - Ervine - Stone, The Armenians. - On the site: Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 


2001, 177 (h), 138* (e), no. [102] 429. 
Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 


837. Armenian mosaic inscription for Reverend Yakob 


The mosaic carpet framed by two 
black lines has a geometric design of 
diagonal lines, black, red and white 
diamonds and half diamonds. The 
Armenian inscription is found in the 
western part of the carpet. 


SOR e RY, 
ERR Mews 
x A 


SUS 095 
Kr 
Ax 
ve 


easy 
SES SV Y. 


Findspot: Russian convent, Mount of 


Olives in a chapel north ofthe church. 
Pres. loc.: See findspot. 


U.SU SP OUSUMU, 
FUL Su SUUnnRUS 
n^ 6^ 6h n 9bfru LU 
TPGLNS 


Uju jR2ujunuuQuu|nuuu S(Guin)u 3wynd pw | 
nn intr n àbn'u | pun ntn: 


Translit.: Ays yisataka|ran T(eat)n Yakovba, | or elew i 
jen | xndreloy 


This is the memorial of Reverend Yakob, which came 
into being by means of his request. 


Comm.: Late Byzantine/Early Islamic period. 


Bibl.: H. Guthe, ZDPV MN 1, 1895, 51ff. (ed. pr.). - Tasean, Sur- 
vey 137f. (Arm); Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 335; Vincent - Abel, 
Jérusalem nouvelle 1-2, 391; M. Alawnuni, Ancient Armenian 
Monasteries and Churches in the Holy Land, 1931, 162 (Arm.); Avi- 
Yonah, QDAP 2, 1932, 167; H. Leclercq, DACL 11,2, 1934, 2511; K. 
Hintlian, History ofthe Armenians in the Holy Land, 1976, 13; M. 
Stone - D. Amit, in: Stone - Ervine - Stone, The Armenians 203, 
205; T. Greenwood, DOP 58, 2004, 90; Küchler, Jerusalem 902. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 
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fig. 837.2 


MS 
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838. Armenian inscription of Valan in a mosaic 


The mosaic pavement was found in the context of an adjacent burial installation. It 
is divided into two registers in a frame with a geometric design. The upper register 
which occupies the upper two thirds contains an Armenian inscription in red letters. 
Meas.: h 100, w 72 cm (whole mosaic). 


Findspot: Russian convent, Mount of Olives. North of the church in the antecham- 
ber of a vaulted underground tomb. 
Pres. loc.: See findspot. 


RUPCUURU NPUGLNY, 
UM UO 9Unh ^R b 
UUSh bh gbr U'LELP 
ZU UU GU 4UAU' U, 
CUPP YUU fennnn 
PCULUGLUS 93h 
CUSUYU.CULLU QU3U 


RuunGfuuwtu nr'ub[nu 
| un. U(uuinLuJ) ó 
quntnp\ b[|uujh 

Ge qbnurubih | 
huunuu Gu quunuu 
wu|nuuinh ywuu 
pennnr|pbuuu ubnuig 
ajh[2uuuuuQupuruu 
Quuju: 





Translit.: Barexaws ownelov | $ : NNER: ANANN 
at A(stowa)c i UE 
zsowrb E|sayi ew 
zeraneli | harss es 


uu Tutti FUE UI 
i WS 0,UNELP E 
zm UU 3ht kg, Uu ULELF 


Sig C UUSUULU^U LY 
purp UU Ua YES 


Y 
i 


dig 838.1 





Having Saint Isaiah and 
the blessed fathers as in- 
tercessors to God, I Valan 
made this memorial for the 
atonement of sins. fig. 838.2 


CS 
e 
= 
T 
CT 
E 
H 
o 
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Bibl.: M. Riess, ZDPV 8, 1885, 155-61 (ed. pr.). - H. Guthe, ZDPV MN 1, 1895, 51ff.; Clermont- 
Ganneau, ARP I 334; G. Owsep'ian, The Art of Writing among the Ancient Armenians. Album 
of Armenian Paleography, 1913, 5 pl. 1 (Arm.); Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 1-2, 391; M. 
Alawnuni, Armenian Monasteries and Churches in the Holy Land, 1931, 161 (Arm.); M. Stone, 
Sion 71, 1997, 344f.; T. Greenwood, DOP 58, 2004, 90; Küchler, Jerusalem 902. 


Photo: G. Owsép‘ian, 5 pl. 1; M. Riess, pl. 4 no. 2. 
MS 


839. Armenian dedicatory inscription of T'ew, 
Abas, and Murik in a mosaic floor 


The inscription in black letters is arranged in three lines separated by red striplines 
in the mosaic floor. 
Meas.: h 119, w 49 cm. 


Findspot: Russian convent, Mount of Olives, between the gate and the "Russian 
House". 
Pres. loc.: See findspot. 


UUULUIUReRSbhor — L(LLULUT M EIE PESO EF or 
euUnmemunnmuu, YNAFALULEETFUJU 
PUUNFbFU NILU t 


fig. 839 








Uuwuu wunwLpehg | Ge 
unl|unrpb uuu tu, 
U|puunt br Unrnluru: 


Translit.: Vasn alawt'ic | ew p'|rkowt'ean T‘ewa, A|basow ew Mowrkan 
For the prayers and salvation of T'ew, Abas, and Murik. 
Comm.: Late Byzantine/Early Islamic period. 


Bibl.: M. Riess, ZDPV 8, 1885 155-61 (ed. pr.). - H. Guthe, ZDPV MN 1, 1895, 51ff.; Tasean, 
Survey 137 (Arm); Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 334; J. Strzygowski, ZDPV 24, 1901, 165-71; Vin- 
cent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 1-2, 391; M. Alawnuni, Armenian Monasteries and Churches in 
the Holy Land, 1931, 161 (Arm.); M. Avi-Yonah, QDAP 2, 1932, 169; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 
327f..; T. Greenwood, DOP 58, 2004, 90f.; Küchler, Jerusalem 902. 


Photo: M. Riess, ZDPV 8, 1885 155-61 tb. 4 no. 3. 


MS 
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840. Fragment of chancel screen with inscription, 6 c. (?) 


Lower right-end corner of a limestone (Clermont-Ganneau) or marble slab (Thom- 
sen, Bieberstein - Bloedhorn). A plain fascia runs along the right edge and above 
the scroll-work, enclosing a panel in relief of which only the lower right-hand cor- 
ner remains. It shows the bases of two columns, or possibly the legs of a table. The 
fragment seems to belong to a chancel screen. A one-line Greek inscription was 
engraved on the fascia; possibly its beginning was in the upper part of the screen 
above the panel in relief. Lunate sigma. Stigma used as abbreviation sign. 

Meas.: d 5 cm. 


Findspot: Found during the construction of the Russian monastery on the Mount 
of Olives (et-Tur). 


[- -JTOYXINAS © (cross) 
[-- Z] tous ivd(txtiévos) F 


... in year ..., indiction 9. 





Comm.: Thomsen dates the in- 
scription to the 6 c., and this is 
supported by the shape of the let- 
ters. The inscription contained a date, as is indicated by £rouc and the indiction. 
Inscriptions from the Jerusalem region usually do not bear absolute dates, and in 
the rare examples of dated inscriptions étovuc is always followed by a figure or a dat- 
ing formula (see nos. 848, 978, 1006). The formula tot X £rovG is common only in 
the Gaza region: see Di Segni, DGI, 56-65 tb. 6. One might suspect, therefore, that 
the stone did not originate in Jerusalem: either it was an offering brought by a pil- 
grim who had it made and inscribed elsewhere, or it was brought here to be reused. 





fig. 840 


Bibl.: Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 328 (dr.) (ed. pr.). - Id., AMSL 11, 1885, 210 no. 43; Thom- 
sen I no. 144; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 336 no. 13. - On the site, cf. Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 
2001, 138" (e), 177(h) no. 429. 


Photo: Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 328 (dr.). 
LDS 


841. Church near Bethphage - Dedicatory inscription 


A church was excavated on the slopes of the middle hilltop of the Mount of Olives, 
some 250 m east of the Church of the Paternoster (Eleona) and 150 m south of the 
Russian tower, north of the et-Tur-Bethany road. The church is 21.85 m long (23.60 
on the outside) and ca. 15 m wide; the whole southern part was destroyed. It was 
surrounded by rooms and may have been part of a monastic complex. An annex is 
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attached to the eastern end of the northern aisle, so that its eastern wall is flush with 
the back wall of the apse. Two tombs were discovered in the east end of the aisle. The 
annex was paved with a geometric mosaic with an inscription set in a tabula ansata 
beyond the southern border of the mosaic, facing south. The border and the charac- 
ters are traced in black on a white background. The letters are typical of the square 
alphabet, including square sigma and w-shaped omega. Some of the iotas have trema. 
Abbreviations with stigma or diagonal stroke. Dots used as word dividers in ll. 2-3. 
Meas.: h 44 cm, w 244 cm; letters 8 cm. 


Findspot: In the annex to the north of the church near Bethphage. 
Pres. loc.: The remains of the church are not visible now and the area has been overbuilt; it is 
unknown, whether the mosaic was removed. 





fig. 841.1 


YIIEPANAIIAYXEOXEYXEBTOYIIPEZBYT/ 
OEOAOXTOYATAK:EYTFENTOYEAILTATOY 
EY®PATA:ATAOON TKOYTON 
MONAZONTON 


App. crit.:1.4 uovatovcov Clermont-Ganneau. 


"Yn&p avanavoews EvceBtou mpecBut(épou) | Oeodoctov dtax(dvov), Evyeviov, 
"EArtólov, | Evhpatd, Ayabovixou tav | uovalévtwy 


For the rest of Eusebius the priest, Theodosius the deacon, Eugenius, ie Eu- 
phratas, Agathonicus the monks. 


Comm.: Lagrange, followed by Avi- 
Yonah, dated the inscription to the 
7 c. because of the square letters and 
dotted iota, though he maintained 
thatthe building could not have been w ; 
erected later than 614, the date of the fig. 841.2 
Persian invasion. Jülicher (TLZ 48, 1923, 35) assumed as terminus ante quem the Arab 
conquest in 636. However, we know now that churches and monasteries were founded or 
enlarged also in the 7 c. and 8 c. Bliss dated the building and the inscription to the 5 c. or 
6 c., and indeed the palaeography points to the late 5 c. or at most the early 6 c. Vincent - 
Abel suggested identifying this church with the one seen by the pilgrim Theodosius (ca. 
518-530) in the place called Ancona, Bethphage of the Gospels (De situ Terrae Sanctae 21, 
ed. P. Geyer, CCSL 175, 122); see J. T. Milik, RB 67, 1960, 565 no. 42, for the survival ofthis 
church after the Muslim conquest. It is worth noting that the church was apparently still 
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in use in the 8 c., since one of the medallions in the mosaic of the chancel shows the char- 
acteristic iconoclasm. In spite of the dedication of the inscription “for the repose” of some 
clerics, apparently members of the community that used the church, the inscription does 
not refer to the tombs, for it is located in another room and not oriented towards them, 
nor is it all certain that the annex - or the whole church - had a funerary function. Burial 
of monks and clergymen in a church was not uncommon, especially in monasteries, and 
inscriptions “for the repose” may just indicate the pious intention of a donor, without 
necessarily implying that he or his family members were buried on the spot. 


Bibl.: H. Gelzer, ZDPV MN 1885, 17-21 fig. 3 (ed. pr.). - A.S. Murray, PEF 1895, 86 (fig.); M.-J. 
Lagrange, RB 4 (1895), 92£; Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, RAO 5, 1902, 163£; A. Jacoby., Das geog- 
raphische Mosaik von Madaba, 1905, 14 no. 14; R. Horning, ZDPV 32, 1909, 126 no. 4; Vincent 
- Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 2, 390; Thomsen I no. 147; A. Jülicher, ThLZ 48, 1923, 35; Abel, DACL 
2367; M. Avi-Yonah, QDAP 2, 1932, 166f. no. 115; SEG 8, 177; H. Leclercq, DACL 13,1, 846; B. Isaac, 
in: Tsafrir - Safrai, History 388 (Hebr); Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 326f. - On the church, see P.-M. 
Sejourné, RB 4, 1895, 437-39; C. Schick, PEF 1895, 32-6 (map of the area, plan of the ruins); FJ. 
Bliss, PEF 1895, 99-105; F.J. Bliss - A.C. Dickie, Excavations at Jerusalem, 1898, 211-24 pl. 20; H. 
Leclercq, DACL 11,2, 1934, 2513f. fig. 840; Ovadiah, Corpus, 87-89 no. 76; Kiichler, Jerusalem, 942. 


Photo: A. Murray, PEQ 27, 1895, 86. 
LDS 


842.-843. Bethany, Cave of the Sisters of Mercy 


A cave was discovered on March 21, 1950, in the premises of the Sisters of Mercy of St. 
Vincenzo da Paola, at the southern end of the estate, near the wall enclosing the prop- 
erty ofthe Passionist Fathers, ca. 400 m from the traditional place of Lazarus’ Tomb. The 
cave is almost oval in shape and measures 5.40 along the north-south axis, 4 m along the 
east-west axis. Its height is ca. 3 m at the entrance, 2.20 near the end wall (plan and sec- 
tion Benoit - Boismard 201 fig. 1). The cave is accessed from the west, through a flight of 
steps divided in the middle by a low wall, ending with a pillar at the mouth of the cave. 
The last steps, within the cave, are built, and appear to be much later and to have re- 
placed the bottom end of the original staircase. According to the excavators, the cave 
was originally a cistern. Benoit - Boismard tentatively mention the possibility that this 
type of cistern served as a bath, and indeed there is no doubt that it was a mikveh in the 
Second Temple period (Reich 1990, 251f). A second mikveh of the same type was dis- 
covered in 1950 at Bethany, ca. 400 m northeast of this one (Benoit - Boismard 204 n. 9). 
The interior of the cave was completely plastered with a strong waterproof mixture of 
lime and sand, beige to dark brown. Later, the walls were coated with lime-and-ash 
plaster of a blueish color, which was covered with graffiti. Still later, a coat of limewash 
was applied on the end (east) wall, covering earlier graffiti, and it was decorated with 
drawings in red pigment and a painted inscription. It is clear that the decoration be- 
longed to the last stage of employment of the cave. According to Benoit - Boismard 248- 
51, who stressed the non-local character of many ofthe names inscribed on the walls, the 
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cave was a pilgrimage site visited between the 4-7 c. The graffiti would date from the 5-6 
c., except for a few that might go back to the 4 c. The Constantinian chrismon, which was 
traced several times on the walls, also would indicate that the veneration of the cave 
began in the 4 c. Benoit - Boismard reject a close connection of the cave with the mem- 
ory of Lazarus and his family, including its identification with the cistern where, accord- 
ing to a much later tradition (first attested by Bernardus monachus, 870 CE; Baldi, 
Enchiridion 365 no. 582, and cf. 
371f. nos. 595-6, 375 no. 600*, 377 
no. 602), Lazarus washed after his 


resurrection. In their opinion, a y D ; 7 
Byzantine bath discovered just 10 4 tj uU. Bu 
m north ofthe tomb of Lazarus is a ; =) => = Es 
better location for the piscina ad Pede c ESE 
aquilonem mentioned by Bernar- Sj =) P. zi 
dus. Therefore, Benoit - Boismard 4 + EN, 
offer no identification for the cave, E = M 
except for a general belief that it ES 
must have commemorated some d i 

episode of Christ's stay in Bethany. ES 

B. Bagatti (1953, 131 no. 38) sug- Us 


gested that the cave may have been 
venerated as one of the places 
where Jesus held a last supper: ac- > 
cording to a tradition reported by 
Eutychius, patriarch of Constanti- 
nople in the mid-6 c., Jesus held 
three suppers with his disciples be- 
fore his death: one at Gethsemane, 


ek AT 


one at Bethany and one on Mount =a 

Zion (Eutychius, Sermo de Pas- re 
chate 1, PG 86, 2392). E. Testa £ 
(1964, 128-31) developed Bagatti’s & 


suggestion, and took the Semitic 
names that appear in some of the 
graffiti as evidence that the people 
that frequented the place were 
Semites. Accordingly, he main- 
tained that the cave was a meeting 
place of Jewish Christians in the 
first centuries of Christianity, to 
celebrate a ritual meal in memory 
of the Last Supper. He interpreted 
the main object represented on the | fig. 842 A (east wall) 


cu " | NIN 
RONEN yy 





z-RADS 
Em 
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centre of the wall as an empty throne, an eschatological symbol of this sect. However, a 
date in the first centuries of Christianity does not fit with the glass and ceramic finds in 
the cave, which attest an occupation between the 4-7 c. Nevertheless, Testa’s interpreta- 
tion was supported by Mancini on archaeological grounds, by supposing that those finds 
represent a domestic use of the cave, following the end of its use for worship. Taylor (1990, 
453-65) rejected Testa’s theory and his early dating of the religious usage of the cave. Ac- 
cording to her, the main object represented on the wall is an altar table on colonnettes, 
upon which stands a crucifix flanked by two lamp stands. A cloth decorated with a me- 
dallion is draped on the table. The altar is flanked by two Latin crosses with the letters 
alpha and omega underneath their arms, and by two medallions above the crosses: the 
one on the right encloses a Greek cross, the one on the left a monogrammed cross, with 
alpha and omega under the horizontal bar. A long inscription (2) runs along the upper 
part of the wall, on both sides of the drawing. A painted altar may have been a substitute 
for a real one, drawn at a time when Byzantine control over the holy place was weakened 
by Muslim domination (Taylor 463). Taylor (1987, 120-3, and again in 1990, 464f.) identi- 
fies the cave with the hospitium or guest-room, where Martha entertained Jesus and his 
disciples (Lk 10,38), and which is mentioned by Jerome (Ep. 108,12) in his narrative of 
Paula’s pilgrimage in 385 CE. Jerome’s evidence fits well with the chronological data 
provided by the ceramic finds. This identification can be tentatively accepted. However, 
one should not exaggerate the international character of the visitors who inscribed their 
names on the wall. Most are common Greek, Latin or biblical names that were in use in 
Palestine as well as in most regions of the Roman-Byzantine ecumene. (LDS) 
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fig. 842 B (north wall, left) 


The graffiti in the cave are presented from the left side of the entrance, proceeding 
downwards. 
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Bibliography on the site: Terra Santa 25, 1950, 148f.; P. Benoit - M.-E. Boismard, RB 58 (1951), 
200-51; B. Bagatti, SBF 3, 1953, 131 no. 38; S. Saller, Excavations at Bethany, 1957; E. Testa, SBF 
14, 1964, 128-31; I. Mancini, Archaeological Discoveries Relative to the Judaeo-Christians, 
1970, 31; J. Taylor, RB 94, 1987, 120-3; ead., RB 97, 1990, 453-65; R. Reich, Miqwa’ot in Eretz Is- 
rael, 1990; TIR, s.v. Bethania, Lazarion; Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 142*(e), 184(h) no. 
450; Kloner - Zissu, Necropolis 228 nos. 4-20. 
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fig. 842 C (north wall, right) 


842. Greek and Latin graffiti 
842.1. 


Three-line inscription neatly incised with a fine point. Omicron and theta are loz- 
enge-shaped, epsilon and sigma are rectangular, w-shaped omega. The nomina sa- 
cra are marked with horizontal stroke. It was inserted between two earlier inscrip- 
tions in larger letters; according to the editors, certainly later. 

Meas.: h 6 cm, w 50 cm; letters 1.5-1.8 cm. 


Findspot: On the northern wall of the cave, between nos. (22) and (24). 





fig. 842.1.1 


164 Late Antiquity, from Constantine to the Arab conquest 


KEOGXOETIPAXTONAAZAPONE.NEKPON 
MNHZOGHTITOYAOYAOYZOYAXKAHIIIOYKE 
XIONIOYTHZAOYAH?2[--]Y 


K(upije 6 0(e5)c ó Ey<e>ipac tov Aátapov &[x] vexpdv | uvyjOwri tod JovAou cot 
AcxdAntiou xë | Xtoviou THs dovAygs [c0]O 


O Lord God who has raised Lazarus from the dead, remember Thy servant Ascle- 
pius and Chionion Thy handmaid. 


N 
Sra OAO a: ^UE A mOY KE 
XI S pean Y 


fig. 842.1.2 


Comm.: The shape of the letters points to a date in the 5 c. or early 6 c. The invoca- 
tion Kupte ó Oeóc, often found in sacred places, is usually accompanied by the name 
of the saint to whom the place is dedicated (“O Lord God of Saint ...”). In this case, 
the specification is provided by the phrase “who has raised Lazarus from the dead”, 
a hint to the connection ofthe cave with the Lazarus tradition. 


Bibl.: P. Benoit, CRAI 1950, 307£.; Benoit - Boismard, RB 58, 1951, 216f. no. 21 figs. 3, 5 (edd. 
prr.). - R. de Vaux, apud A. Perkins, AJA 55, 1951, 89; BE 1952, 174; G. Kroll, Auf den Spuren 
Jesu, 1988, 280. 


Photo: All photographs: A. and N. Graicer; drawings: Benoit - Boismard, RB 58, 1951 figs. 2-10 
pl. IV. 


LDS 


842.2. 


Two-line inscription in red paint along the upper part of the end wall, on both sides 
of the object painted in red, which E. Testa (LA 14, 1964, 128-31) interpreted as a 
throne and Taylor as an altar. The red paint penetrated the incised lines in graffiti 
nos. (55) and (56) showing that the painted inscription is later. Between the iota and 
the omega in the first line is inserted a large painted cross, whose horizontal arm 
cuts across the letters. Its long stem also crosses the second line, between the theta 
and the epsilon. Lunate sigma and w-shaped omega. 

Meas.: w 175 cm, letters 6-9 cm. 
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Findspot: In the upper part of the end wall of the cave. 





fig. 842.2.1 


[--]}OE[--]EIQOE][--]P®EIA[--]AA®[--] 
[--]|AOYEX@EA [--JOYTOAYZOYT--] 


App. crit.:1.1 [--] eic0et [--] ed. pr; éeva6y Taylor; adpetdov (from åpaipéw), óce (ew) or 
hetrAddedgos ed. pr.;1.2 Aoverbe = Aoveobat or bmodU(etv) or 1ddac ed. pr. 


[--]OE[--] ier [--]ETA[--]AA®[--|--- AOYEXOEA[--JOYTIOAYXOTT--] 





fig. 842.2.2 


Comm.: This is judged by the editors to be one of the latest inscriptions of the cave, 
from the end of the 6 c. or the beginning of the 7 c. The tentative reading suggested 
by the ed. pr. is influenced by the fact that, according to the editors, the cave was 
originally a cistern (or rather a mikveh), and might therefore have been venerated 
for the memory of Christ's ablution in it. Benoit - Boismard suggested an appropri- 
ate reading for the first word partly preserved in 1.1, while leaving all the rest un- 
read. The inscription would be contemporary with the other painting in the same 
red colour, which would represent an altar, and stand for a real one, at a time when 
Muslim domination made it impossible or unadvisable to have a real consecrated 
altar on the site (Taylor 463). This interpretation requires a dating not earlier than 
the mid-7 c., but not later than the end of the same century, when the veneration of 
the cave was discontinued and it was probably abandoned. 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 241-4, 246 fig. 10 (ed. pr.). - J. Taylor, RB 97, 1990, 464; SEG 40, 1442. 


LDS 
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842.3. 


Three-line graffito, beginning within a circle, 25 cm in diameter, only the right 
half of which is preserved. The letters are shallowly incised; oval characters, except 
for one square epsilon and a narrow, almond-shaped omicron. Lunate sigma. The 
nomina sacra are marked with horizontal stroke. 

Meas.: letters 1.5-4 cm. 


Findspot: On the northern portion of the western wall of the cave, on the left of the 
entrance. 


L HC ONE BG? ANE Oty 
[ii^ [onn Rr oaei 





fig. 842.3 


XP EAEHEZONOEOAOTON 
TA[--]N[-]JAEHONKIEEAEHXON 
KY 


App. crit.: 1.1: tov dotAov ed. pr. 
Xp(tov£), &Aéncov Oeddotov(?) | TA[--]N[-- 8]Aéy«c»ov K(Up)te £A&cov | Ku(pte) 
Christ, have mercy on Theodotos (7) --. Have mercy, o Lord; have mercy, o Lord. 


The shape of the letters is consistent with a date in the 5 c. or early 6 c. The Kyrie 
eleison was the commonest litany of the early Church. 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 208 no. 1 fig. 4 (ed. pr.). 
LDS 


842.4. 


Two-line graffito, much defaced; oval letters. Lunate sigma and w-shaped omega. 
The nomina sacra are marked with a horizontal stroke. 
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Meas.: letters 1.5-2.5 cm. 

Findspot: In the northern portion of the western wall of the cave, on the left of the 

entrance, 8 cm below (3). 

KEIYXPEEA[JIZQ mm 

S 

+++++++++ Pa c | X | 
Deu Bett 

K(úpı)e (co) Xp(tot)é, z T Uc a 

EN[r]iow | [ent e (teti NS 


pus] ree 


Vv 


fig. 842.4 


Lord Jesus Christ, I shall hope in thee(?) ... 


Comm.: If the reading is right, it is probably a quotation from Psalms, where the 
formula Kupte, &r& (EAttiow) éni cé or col occurs several times (Ps 54,24 [55,23]; 
55,4 [56,3], and cf. 7,2 [7,1]; 17,3 [18,2]; 70 [71],14 and 90 [91],2 for similar formulas). 
Felle, Biblia epigraphica 490, lists many occurrences of £Art& érl avtov. 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 208 no. 2 fig. 4 (ed. pr.). 
LDS 


842.5. 


Graffito coarsely incised, located above and beside a large break in the plaster 
which has caused the loss of the end of the inscription. Square epsilon, rho with a 
large loop. 

Meas.: w 23 cm; letters 7 cm. 


Findspot: In the upper left-hand part of the northern wall, see drawing above no. 
(1), fig. 842 B. 


TEPM[--] 

l L] 
T'epu.[avóc] , 
Germanus. fig. 842.5 


Comm.: The shape of epsilon suggests a date in the 5 or early 6 c. The name Germa- 
nus is found in all parts of Palestine and vicinity, among Christians as well as Jews 
and pagans, but it is especially common in the Negev and in the Hauran, where it 
was probably used as a hellenized form of an Arab name (Wuthnow, Semitische 
Menschennamen 40f.; Negev, Personal Names 142 no. 3023). 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 208 no. 3 fig. 2 (ed. pr.). 
LDS 
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842.6. 


A large letter, seemingly an lunate sigma. On the left, a gap in the plaster in which 
one other letter of the same size may have been inscribed. 
Meas.: h 15, w 1.5-2 cm. 


Findspot: In the upper left-hand part of the northern wall, under (5), to the left. 


potent tig Oe 


[E e 


T 
[X](piecó)c(?) 







Christ(?). fig. 842.6 


Comm.: According to the editors, this was an unfinished inscription; however, it 
may have been a sacred name in abbreviated form, which in early inscriptions is not 
always marked with the horizontal stroke normally used for nomina sacra. 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 208 no. 4 fig. 2 (ed. pr.). 
LDS 


842.7. 


Unfinished graffito with a lunate sigma followed by a second letter which the edi- 
tors did not identify; from the drawing, it seems to be a cursive tau with stem curl- 
ing to the right. 

Meas.: h 12, w 15 cm. 


Findspot: In the upper left-hand part ofthe northern wall, 40 cm to the right of (6). 


m 


XT a = 
App. crit.: C ed. pr. C —- 


Comm.: This type of cursive fau appears in the 6 c. (Thompson, 
Palaeography 194, tb. 4). Inscription (12) begins 36 cm to the right 
and, by the shape of its letters, appears to be earlier than this. It is possible, there- 
fore, that the visitor who began engraving his name here desisted when he un- 
derstood that there would not be enough space to complete it. Did he try again 
elsewhere? About 40 cm below and 40 cm to the right, under (7) there is the name 
Strobilus (16), cut within a rectangular frame. But since a finer point was used for 
this inscription an identification is not very likely. 


fig. 842.7 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 208 no. 5 fig. 2 (ed. pr.). 
LDS 
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842.8. 


Graffito, coarsely chiseled; the incision is 1 cm wide. Splaying mu with slanting 
legs and very low, curving middle bar; iota with trema. 
Meas.: h 6.5, w 30 cm. 


Findspot: In the upper left-hand part ofthe northern wall, under (7), to the left. 


NT. p" oen CEIUDEN ET ee 


[--]IMAKAT MC 





App. crit.: Maxaí 
ed. pr. 


[? K(úpı)e Bon ]t 
Maxat 


Lord, help Makai (2). 


fig. 842.8.1 


Comm.: The shape of the mu points to an early date (4-5 % "ON 
cJ; the dotted iota (iota with trema) is already known in E f NCAT 
the late Roman period, but is more frequent at a later time, ^ ere 
especially in the 6 c. or later. A date in the 5 c. seems fitting. pear 
Makai is a Semitic name, MQY, sometimes spelled Maxeoc or Maxxatoc (Wuthnow, 
Semitische Menschennamen 69). The straight stem of another letter is visible to the 
left; it disappears in a large break of the plaster. The editors noted its presence, but 
regarded it as “doubtful”. Probably the name appeared at the end of an invocation 
formula, e.g., Lord (Jesus Christ), help (80501) or remember (uvýoðntı) so-and-so. 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 208f. no. 6 fig. 2 (ed. pr.). 
LDS 


842.9. 


Graffito shallowly incised with a fine point. The first and third letter may be a 
cursive pi or nu. 
Meas.: h 3, w 11 cm. 


Findspot: In the upper left-hand part of the northern wall, immediately under (7). 


TIATIA q ANA 


App. crit.: NANA or TIATIA ed. pr. 


fig. 842.9 
Ilana 


Papa. 
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Comm.: According to the editors, this form of pi appears in papyri of the Roman 
period, while the same form as a cursive nu is current in the Byzantine period, 
especially since the 6 c. Hence their preference for the reading NANA, a name 
frequent in Greece and Asia Minor, but known also in Hauran, in the form Navy, 
Navas, Navva and in the feminine Nava0a, as a transcription of the Arab name 
N'N' (PAES III A no. 354; Dunand, Hauran no. 309; Gregg - Urman, no. 30; cf. 
Wuthnow, Semitische Menschennamen 81). However, this form of cursive pi also 
appears in the Byzantine period: see Thompson, Palaeography 193f., tbs. 3-4. The 
Semitic name Papa and its variants, Pappas/Pappos, Papias, Papaios, Pappion, are 
common in Palestine, Syria, Arabia and Egypt (Wuthnow, Semitische Menschen- 
namen 94). 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 209f. no. 7 figs. 2, 4 (ed. pr.). 
LDS 


842.10. 


Tabula ansata enclosing an inscription of three lines. The first two lines are shal- 
lowly incised and almost unreadable; it is not clear whether they are in Greek or in 
Latin. The letters in the third line are deeply incised with a medium point. 

Meas.: h 25, w 11.5 cm; letters 2.5-3.5 cm 


Findspot: In the upper left-hand part of the northern wall, under (8), to the right 
of (9). 


[--]EN|--] 
[--]MN[--]TIN[--] 
GLYCERIAE 

App. crit.: 1.2 possibly traces 
of uv[joby] tt? 


[--JEN[--|--]MN [--] 
TIN[--] | Glyceriae 





... of Glyceria. 


Comm.: The Latin letters are ofa type 
in use since the 2 c. Latin-speaking 
pilgrims are well attested in Jerusa- 
lem since the 4 c. Although the name 

is written in Latin, it is originally a % LN PRANTA 


fig. 842.10.2 





Greek name. It is also found among 
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Palestinian Christians: cf. a 6 c. example in a church at H. Bata in western Galilee 
(SEG 42, 1464). It is not beyond doubt that in 11.1 and 2 there was a Greek text, 
since the mixture of a Greek formula with a name written in Latin would be a 
bit odd. 

Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 210 no. 8 figs. 2, 4 (ed. pr.). 


LDS 


842.11. 


Graffito, heavily chiseled; the incision is 1 cm wide. Lozenge-shaped omicron. Lu- 
nate sigma. 
Meas.: w 35 cm; letters 5-7 cm. 


Findspot: In the upper left-hand part of the northern wall, immediately under (10). 





IIAYAOX 
IIaQAoc 
Paulus. 

fig. 842.11.1 

J . 
ufu, f N S 
Comm.: The shape of the omicron "m 4 
points to a date in the 5 c. =>, % 
ri e V, 
Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 210 no. 9 fig. 2 (ed. pr.). fig. 842.11.2 
LDS 


842.12. 


Graffito, coarsely chiseled; the incision is 0.8 cm wide. Square letters, increasing in 
size from the beginning to the end. 
Meas.: w 36 cm; letters 6.5-9 cm. 


Findspot: In the upper left-hand part ofthe northern wall, 36 cm to the right of (7). 
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EYZEBIZ 
EvoéBi<o>s 


Eusebius. 








2 


1I ee 


fig. 842.12.3 (12-15) 
Comm.: The form of the letters points to a date in the 5 c. or early 6 c. 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 212 no. 10 figs. 2-3 (ed. pr.). 
LDS 


842.13. 


Graffito, coarsely chiseled; the incision is 1 cm wide. Round omicron and sigma. 
The first two letters, and in less measure also the third, have partly disappeared 
in a break of the plaster, but the lower part is still visible and recognizable with 
reasonable certainty. 

Meas.: w 41 cm; letters 7 cm. 


Findspot: In the northern wall, immediately to the right of (12), see fig. 3 there. 
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AIANOX 





th 
fig. 842.13.1 


Comm.: The form of the letters points toadateinthe5c.or 2. 7+ “+ 

early 6 c. Alavóc or Aiavyg is a Semitic name, possibly Arab: ae d N [9 € 
see Wuthnow, Semitische Menschennamen 14; Jaussen - 

Vincent 574 no. 16 (Hermon); SEG 40, 1486-1487 (South hse qe 
Judaea); Foraboschi 21 (Egypt). 


bci 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 212 no. 11 fig. 3 (ed. pr.). - Cf. A. Jaussen - H. Vincent, RB 10, 1901, 
570-80. 


LDS 


842.14. 


Graffito, deeply incised with a fine point. Round omicron, square sigma. 
Meas.: w 33 cm; letters 5 cm. 


Findspot: In the northern wall, immediately under (12) and (13), see fig. 842.12.3. 





AXIATIKOX 

Aciatixds ias. : y 
fig. 842.14.1 

Asiaticus. 


Comm.: The form of the letters points to a À [ | AT | K O L 


date in the 5 c. or early 6 c. The name is re- 
peated two more times (18 and 22) on the 
same wall, at least once (22) probably written by the same hand. 


fig. 842.14.2 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 212f. no. 12 fig. 3 (ed. pr.). 


LDS 
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842.15. 
Graffito, coarsely chiseled; the incision is irregular, from 1.1 to 2 cm wide. Lunate 


epsilon. 
Meas.: w 42 cm; letters 6-9 cm. 


Findspot: On the northern wall, immediately under (12-14), see (12) fig. 3. 
ABIAEAAA ; 


ABDA 








Abdallah: fig. 842.15.1 
ARIA € 

Comm.: Arabic theophoric name, judg- 

ing by the divine name Allah; cf. Wuth- 

now, Semitische Menschennamen 7, ABdada, ABdadAac, ABdeAAa. The usual 
spelling in Palestine is ABd--; the spelling Aßıð, followed by the name of a deity, is 
found at Dura-Europos, in southern Syria and in Phoenicia (ibid. 9; Waddington 
nos. 1854d, 2556; SEG 39, 1565; 40, 1391, 1519; 41, 1524). 


v 
fig. 842.15.2 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 213 no. 13 fig. 3 (ed. pr.). 
LDS 


842.16. 


Graffito finely incised within a rectangular frame, damaged by breaks of the plas- 
ter. Round characters of varying size. Sigma and tau are in ligature. The last three 
letters are very damaged, but recognizable. Lunate sigma. 

Meas.: h 49, w 38 cm; letters 2-4.5 cm. 


Findspot: On the north- 
ern wall, about 40 cm be- 
low (12). 


XTPOBIAOS 





XTPOBtA0s 


Strobilus. fig. 842.16.1 
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c. 
i 


C 3 ? 
Àj ("t E tungen 


- Pe 


< 


OS cea 
RUE 
My A wr 


Yr 


à 


`. 


voy 
td. 


Comm.: The name Strobilus is known in papyri, 
as well as in Greek and Latin inscriptions. First 
appearance of the name in Palestine; see com- 
ment to (7). 


NA 
AU 
À 


^ 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 213 no. 14 figs. 3, 4 (ed. pr.). fig. 842.16.2 


LDS 


842.17. 


A very damaged graffito. Of the first letter, an iota?, only the lower part is preserved. 
Alpha is 10 cm high, and followed by a rho with a long tail, followed al a cross or 
perhaps part of a monogrammed cross. ays ms 

Meas.: w ca. 14 cm; letters 10-12 cm. 


Findspot: In the central part of the 
northern wall, 45 cm to the right of (16), 
at a slightly higher level. 


TAP (cross) 





Comm.: Names beginning with Iap- are known (eg. 
‘Tdpwy, ‘Idpeus, which however seem to have been popular 7 
only in the Hellenistic period: cf. e.gr. SEG 26, 577, 1406; 47, 
1463). But since the coat of plaster here is extremely dam- 
aged, one wonders if this might not be the end of a longer 
and more common name (e. g. Tavoludptos; cf. below, [26]), 
which had been abbreviated. 





Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 213-215 no. 15 fig. 3 (ed. pr.). fig. 842.172 
LDS 
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842.18. 


Graffito slanting upwards as far as the ceiling, coarsely chiseled with a wide point. 
Omicron and sigma are square. The final sigma has almost completely disappeared. 
Meas.: w 38 cm; letters 6 cm. 


Findspot: On the central part of the northern wall, towards the ceiling, 24 cm to 
the right of (13). 


AXIATIKOX 
'Acia tóc 


Asiaticus. 


Comm.: The square omicron 
suggests a date in the 5 c. rather 
than in the 6 c. The name is repeated two more W 

times on the same wall: (14) and (22), probably Mus I. 
written by the same hand, but this graffito is 2 ye "us 
made with a different instrument, which per- iUi Y 





haps accounts for the more squared form of the 
letters. 

fig. 842.18.2 
Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 215 no. 16 fig. 3 (ed. pr). 


LDS 


842.19. 
Graffito, neatly and deeply incised with a fine point; small omicron. Lunate sigma. 
Meas.: w 11.4 cm; letters 1.5-3.5 cm. 


Findspot: On the central part of the northern wall, directly below the end of (18). 


IIOIIIX 


App. crit.: IIOIIK or better TOMO 
ed. pr. 





IIóni«o»c 


fig. 842.19.1 
Pupius. 
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oct K 


fig. 842.19.2 


Comm.: The small float- 
ing omicron suggests a 
date inthe 5c. rather than 
in the 6 c. IIómtog is the 
Latin Pupius: see SEG 34, 
1326; 42, 625, Iloomtoc; 
SEG 35, 1099, Iloðroç, 
and for the alternanate 
spellings IIo/IIov, cf. SEG 
26, 1258, 1524 (IIonaioc, 
IIouraioc) as well as the 
Greek spelling IlIómAtoc 
for Latin Publius. 





Bibl: Benoit - Boismard 215 fig. 842.19.3 (18-21) 
no. 17 figs. 3, 4 (ed. pr.). 


LDS 


842.20. 


Two names, one in part overwritten by the other. Incised with a fine point; some 
strokes are more strongly traced, others less. Lunate sigma. [See (19) fig. 3]. 
Meas.: w 24 cm; letters 2-5.5 cm. 


Findspot: In the central part of the northern wall, directly under (18); see fig. 842.19.3. 


(a) ZIMIA[--] 
(b) [--]PAXIO[--] 


App. crit.: (a) SIMIA = 
Pipe? ed. pr. Could the 
first letter be the remnant of 
a cursive alpha? In this case, 
the name might be AipuA[--]. 
(b) PAXO* ed. pr. The letters 
in the drawing might be IMPAXIO. 
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(a) Aemilius(?) or Aemilianus(?). 
(b) Imrachiu(s)(2). a yer 
€] 
fig. 842.20.2 
Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 215 no. 18 figs. 3, 4 (ed. pr.). 


LDS 


842.21. 


Graffito, deeply and neatly incised. W-shaped omega. 
Meas.: w 17 cm; letters 2.5 cm. 


Findspot: On the central part of the northern wall, directly under (20) and see fig. 
842.19.3. PRN RE ce ne a 


ZHNON 


Zývwv 


Zeno. L 





» 
3 


fig. 842.21.2 fig. 842.21.1 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 215f. no. 19 figs. 3, 4 pl. HI (ed. pr.). 
LDS 


842.22. 


Graffito, deeply and neatly incised with a fine point. Romboid omicron, square sigma. 
Meas.: w 33 cm; letters 5 cm. 


Findspot: On the central part of the northern wall, under (21). 


i AY 
2 NUS 






AXIATIKOX 
Actatixds 


Asiaticus. fig. 842.22.1 
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Comm.: The same name as in (14), most probably A GAT K o 


made by the same hand. Compare also (18). 


fig. 842.22.2 





fig. 842.22.3 (22-24) 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 216 no. 20 fig. 3 (ed. pr.). 
LDS 


842.23. 


Graffito, incised with a fine point. The 
first two letters are traced to the left of 
(1), two others are superscribed by the 
latter, which was inscribed at a later 
time. Possibly other letters were obliter- 
ated by (1). Lunate sigma. 

Meas.: w 30 cm; letters 10 cm. 


Findspot: In the central part of the 
northern wall, to the left of (1). 
XPH»P[--] 

Xpnoltós] or Xpya[ty] 


Chrestus or Chreste. 


Comm.: It must belong to an early 
stage of visitation of the cave. The 
editors prefer to interpret it as the 
name of Christ, sometimes written 
with eta instead of iota. However, fig. 842232 
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the name Xpyortóç, and the feminine XpyoT%, originally an attribute (“good”), are 
well known. 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 217ff. no. 22 figs. 3, 5 (ed. pr.). 


LDS 


842.24. 
Graffito, deeply and neatly incised with a wide point; the incision is 0.6 cm wide. 


Round omicron and sigma; letters vary in height. 
Meas.: w 45 cm; letters 3.5-9.5 cm. 


Findspot: In the central part of the northern wall, under (1). 
AIAIANOX 


AiAiavÓc 





d» 


fig. 842.241 





Aelianus. 


: MK 
Comm.: The small and floating omicron points to a AA A | bye C 


date in the 5 c. or early 6 c. The inscription is earlier 
than (1), which was inserted between it and (21). 
Aelianus is a very com- 
mon Latin name, known in 
the region also in the Byzan- 
tine period from the church 
uncovered in the fields of Kib- 
butz Magen (SEG 35, 1551). 


fig. 842.24.2 





fig. 842.24.3 (24-27) 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 219 no. 23 fig. 3 (ed. pr.). 


LDS 
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842.25. 


Graffito coarsely chiseled with a wide point; the incision is 0.8 cm wide. Three 
letters have disappeared where the plaster is damaged. Round epsilon and sigma. 
Meas.: w 61 cm; letters 6.5 cm. 


Findspot: In the central part of the northern wall, under (24). 


AAEEAN[--]= 






Are&av[dpols Eo d 
pee | ei 
CAONAET fig. 842.25.1 (25-26) 

rff pestnnier p" 

-— qerer re 
INT -—7 7-7 & 

ASEAN S 

á bar h 
Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 219 no. 24 fig. 3 (ed. pr.). fig. 842.25.2 
LDS 

842.26. 


Two-line graffito, deeply and neatly in- 
cised with a medium point; the incision 
is 0.4 cm wide. Round letters; lunate 
sigma. The two final letters of the first 
line are lost where the plaster is missing. 
Meas.: w 1.1: 20, 1.2: 13 cm; letters 6 cm. 


Findspot: In the central part of the 
northern wall, under (25). 


IANO[..] fig. 842.26.1 (26-27) 
PIX 


P il 
e 
Q 


ws WY Mayon: 
Y 


Tavo[ud]|pt<o>¢ | 


ic 
Comm.: The name is reasonably restored by the first 


editors. Ianuarius is a common name, especially in fig. 842.26.2 (26-27) 


lanuarius. 


Y 
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the West. For a local example, see SEG 37, 1514 (5 c. mosaic pavement of a church 
at ‘Evron, in western Galilee). 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 219f. no. 25 fig. 3 (ed. pr.). 


LDS 


842.27. 


Invocation neatly chiseled with a medium point, 0.5 cm wide (a). Round letters 
varying in height between 2 and 4 cm. Lunate sigma. The line of script slopes 
downwards. (b) Two-line graffito, deeply incised with a fine point. Omicron is oval 
with pointed ends in the first line; in the second, both omicron and theta are almost 
rhomboid; epsilon is square. The second letter before the last, not recognized by 
the editors, appears to be a mu with a low, concave middle bar, attached to the left 
leg lower than to the right. Graffito (c), very shallowly incised; the incision is about 
1.5 mm wide. Rounded epsilon. The letter tentatively read as a mu consists of two 
strokes: a diagonal one on the left and a straight one on the right, located under the 
alpha; there seems to be no reason to view these marks as part of this line. Epsilon 
is ata slightly lower level than the preceding iota, but still more or less aligned with 
the rest of the word. 

Meas.: (a) w 20.5 cm; letters 2-4 cm; (b) 1.1: w 35.5 cm; letters 4-8 cm; 1.2: w 23.3 cm; 
letters 3-4 cm; (c) letters 6 cm. 


Findspot: On the central part of the northern wall, below and to the left of (26). 


(a) OGEOX 
(b) IOYAIANOY 
BOHOIMEP[|--] 
(c) [--]J APXIEI--] 
M 


App. crit.: (a) Perhaps it was 
preceded by a word like 
Kupte which disappeared 
ed. pr. This may well be, but 
in any case the inscription 
would be incomplete; (b) ° 
[?K¥pre] Boyd [.]ep ed. prs (c) fig. 842.27.1 (a-b) 
MAPXIE ed. pr. or tentatively 

MAPIA, in which case E would belong to another graffito. Judging by the drawing, the word 
&pxie[nioxomoc] seems preferable. 





(a) 'O Oeóç or [?Kvpte] ó Oeds 
(b) TovAtavod | B048: Mep[--] 
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(c) [--Jégxteln (toxomov) --](?) 


(a) God or Lord God. (ed. pr.) 
(b) Of Iulianus ... help ... Mer... (ed. pr.) 
(c) ... archbishop (°). 


A GP : LINARI 


Sips Ep ' en 


€ fig. 842.27.3 (b) 


fig. 842.27.2 (a) 


"Xe 


fig. 842.27.5 (c) 





fig. 842.27.4 (c) 


Comm. In (a), the second omicron interferes with the tail of the rho of (26). Ap- 
parently (a) was inscribed later, and the presence of (26) also dictated the sloping 
direction of the script. Inscription (a) seems to be incomplete, even if we accept the 
editors’ suggestion that it began with a lost Kupte. Is it unfinished? It is extremely 
tempting to consider it to be the first line of the inscription immediately under- 
neath it, (b), in spite ofthe fact that the latter was inscribed with a different instru- 
ment. If this is true, some letters (tod ayiou, possibly abbreviated) would be missing 
at the end of (a): they might have been traced with a fine point like (b), perhaps 
beyond the end of (26), where the coat of plaster is broken. 

(b) The shape of the letters points to the second half of the 5 c. or the early 6 
c. The inscription, as it is, does not make sense; nor does the editors' suggestion 
to supply Kupte or Xpioté before Boyt solve the problem. We suggest considering 
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these two lines as the continuation of the inscription above (a) and also to join them 
to the line underneath (c). 

Reconstruction of (a), (b) and (c): 'O 0e5c [tod ayiou] | TovAtavod | Bot 
Méep|[xovptov?] àpxte[m(ioxomov)?, “God of saint Julian, help Mercurius archbish- 
op Y. 

The name beginning with Mer- may be Mercurius, which, in spite of its pagan 
association, was a common name for Christians, including saints and clergymen, 
in the late Roman and early Byzantine period (see, for instance, Bibliotheca Sanc- 
torum 9, 359-69; RE 15, 1, 1016f.). Other personal names with the same beginning 
exist, but all are uncommon and/or barbarian (e.g., Merobaudes). 

Several martyrs named Julian were venerated in Jerusalem. To one of them 
a church and monastery were consecrated, built in 454/5 near (mept) the Mount 
of Olives by a noble lady called Flavia (Cyr. Scyth., Vita Theogni 1, ed. Schwartz 
241). The liturgical calendar of Jerusalem in Georgian commemorates Julian 
the Martyr in Flavia's foundation on June 3, September 4 and October 5; on 
May 27 and 29 the martyr is mentioned again, without indicating the place of 
cult, but the Lectionary of Paris states that the feast of May 27 was celebrated in 
the Anastasis (Garitte, Calendrier 234-236, 240f., 322, 357f.). Garitte identifies 
this Julian with the martyr honored with a church built by Flavia. But who was 
he? According to Milik, 563 no. 36, he was St. Julian of Gaul, but this seems 
unlikely, for the cult of this famous martyr is not attested in Palestine, and his 
memorial day was on August 28 (G. Mathon, Bibliotheca Sanctorum 6, 1191f.). 
The Jerusalem Calendar mentions many martyrs called Julian: Julian on 6 and 
16 February and on November 28, the companion of Pamphylus, martyred in 
Caesarea on February 16, 310 (Eus., Mart. Pal. 11, 1, 7, 25-28, GCS 9ii, 931, 
936, 944f.; J.-M. Sauget, Bibliotheca Sanctorum 6, 1192f.; Garitte, Calendrier 
152, 159, 397); a Julian martyr of Emesa, commemorated on February 2, one 
from Egypt and one from Cilicia, commemorated on 20 and 21 June; one from 
Ptolemais, perhaps of Phoenice, namely Acco, on 11 October (Garitte, Calen- 
drier 152, 256f., 354; the last was in fact a Juliana, martyred in Ptolemais with 
her brother Paul). Garitte does not identify the martyr venerated in Flavia's 
foundation with any of these, though he remarks (Garitte, Calendrier 236) that 
some Greek synaxaries mentioned Juliana and Paul of Ptolemais on May 27. 
G. Lucchesi (Bibliotheca Sanctorum 6, 1198f.) identifies the patron of Flavia's 
foundation with the fellow-martyr of Pamphylus, for on June 3 Julian and Pam- 
phylus were commemorated together “in Flaviae aedificio". The exact location 
of St. Julian's church is unknown, but Paul of Elusa (Vita Theognii 5, Analecta 
Bollandiana 10, 1891, 83), says that it was at Gethsemane, a short distance from 
the cave; therefore we can imagine that the pilgrim came to the cave directly 
from a visit to the sanctuary, and inscribed an invocation to the martyr. 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 220f. nos. 26-28 fig. 3 (ed. pr). - J. Milik, RB 67, 1960, 550-91. 
LDS 
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842.28. 


Graffito coarsely chiseled with a wide point; the width of the furrow is 0.8 cm. The 
letters are round. Above the tau is a large monogrammed cross, 15 cm high, 11.5 
cm wide, coarsely chiseled; the cut is 1.3 cm wide. 

Meas.: w 81.5 cm; letters 8.5-13 cm. 


Findspot: In the central part of the northern wall, under (27) and continuing to 
the right. 


®IAOAEXTIOTOX 


@DiA0dé0 ToT 06 





Philodespotus. 


fig. 842.28.1 


Comm.: Philodespotos, “loving one’s ; 
master", was a typical name of slaves, E 
especially common in Greece and its vi- à 6€ 
cinity (e.g. IG 3, 2780; 5,1, 147, 153; 5,2, qe No à ec e s 

208; 9,2, 555; 12,2, 76; 12,3, 708; SEG 27, J BA 

42; 38, 716), mostly in the Roman peri- 
od. Though persons of servile condition 
are known to have visited the holy places (e.g., Palladius, Historia Lausiaca 48-49, 
ed. Butler 142-4; Cyril of Scythopolis, Vita Sabae 69, ed. Schwartz 171), it seems 
more likely that Philodespotos was a surname assumed by a new Christian on his 
baptism: the attribute pikodéom0to0¢ is sometimes referred by Christian writers to 
the love of the Lord (God), for instance in the Martyrium Polycarpi and by Ephraem 
Syrus (see Lampe, s.v.). 


fig. 842.28.2 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 221 no. 29, 245 fig. 3 (ed. pr.). 
LDS 


842.29. 


Four-line inscription, incised with a fine point; the incision is 2 mm wide. Most of 
the text is badly preserved, and the end of the first three lines is lost in a break of 
the plaster. Round letters. The nomen sacrum is marked with a horizontal stroke. 
Above the upper left corner of the graffito, a star-like sign (a combination of cross 
and X) is incised. Under the lower left corner, graffito representing a ladder(?). 
Meas.: h 15, w 21 cm; letters 2-3 cm. 


Findspot: In the eastern part of the northern wall, under (28) to the right. 
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KEMNLII-- 
LAOYAOY[-] 

K [--]A[--] 

K [[MNHXHOIT 


App. crit.: 1.4 the order of the last four 
letters is disturbed. 


iM uv[h]o [yti co[9] dovAou 
[oot --] | K[(pi)e --]A[--] | 
K[(0pUs] wvjo Ont 


Lord, remember thy servant... 
Lord ... Lord, remember. 





fig. 842.29.1 


K 


KE mny et 
Dy noy - £i 


e 


.o “Mahe: P 
F: cus "d Dea 


EJR. faune rt 


| 


Comm.: The shape of the let- 
ters points to the 5 c. or the 
early 6 c. 


j|! 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 221f. no. 
30, 246 fig. 3 (ed. pr.). fig. 842.29.2 


LDS 


842.30. 


Graffito neatly incised with a fine point; the incision is 2 mm wide. Square omi- 
cron, slightly smaller than the rest. To the right, large chrismon, incised, 15 cm high 
and 20 cm wide at the base. 
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Meas.: w 12 cm; letters 4.5 cm. 


Findspot: In the upper eastern part of the northern wall, 30 cm to the right of (21). 






IIOII (chrismon) d be 
Ióm(toc?) 
Pup(ius?). 
fig. 842.30.1 
Comm.: According to the first editors, this graffito 
was left unfinished and may have been executed by 
the same hand as (19), which seems to contain the (S 
name ILIómtoc. 
Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 222 no. 31, 244 fig. 3 (ed. pr.). fig. 842.30.2 
LDS 


842.31. 


Graffito in irregular letters, badly aligned and increasing in height from left to 
right. The editors could discern nothing after the fifth letter and judged the graf- 
fito to be unfinished. 

Meas.: w 32.8 cm; letters 6.5-10 cm. 


Findspot: In the upper eastern part of the northern wall, under (30). 


BAPAB 


BapaB(Bas?) or Bapaß(oa?) e N f AS 


Barabbas, or Bar-shabbath. 
fig. 842.31 


Comm.: In all likelihood a Semitic name, either the Aramaic Bapaac, BapaQot 
(Wuthnow, Semitische Menschennamen 32f.) or a Greek transcription of the 
Syriac Bar-shabbath, Bapewaf ac, sometimes abbreviated BapaQca, Bapowa 
(ibid.). 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 222 no. 32 fig. 3 (ed. pr.). - E. Testa, SBF 14, 1963/4, 128. 


LDS 
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842.32. 


Graffito shallowly incised with a fine point. 
Meas.: letters 4 cm. 


Findspot: In the upper eastern part ofthe northern wall, to the right of (31). 


TIA 2- 
IIa(--) (t 


Pa(ulus?) or Pa(pa?). fig. 842.32 
Comm.: Abbreviated or unfinished? 
Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 222 no. 33 fig. 3 (ed. pr.). 

LDS 


842.33. 


Two intersecting graffiti: (a) Shallowly incised with a fine point. Only the first 
three letters are reasonably clear. (b) A second graffito, in smaller letters, intersects 
the middle part of the former, from the third to the fifth letter. Both have oval let- 
ters. Lunate sigma. 

Meas.: (a) w 52 cm; letters 10 cm; (b) letters 5-7 cm. 


Findspot: In the eastern part of the northern wall, under (31). 


(a) FIOTIIHNO ITA 5 7x 
(b) OBI \ S 
iL 71 619 ] ^ x. 
App. crit.: (a) IONO ed. pr. 
In the drawing, the first ^ UP 
it A 


omicron consists of two 

slightly curving lines that fig. 842.33 (a-b) 
do not join at the bottom or 

at the top: perhaps eta rather than omicron? 


(a) Homufjvo(c?) 
(b) Xofi(oc?) 


(a) Popienus(t). 
(b) Sobius(?). 


Comm.: The name in (a), left unread by the ed. pr., seems to be the Latin Pupi- 
enus. For (b), the editors suggested several possible names beginning with Xof-: 
Xofixtoc, Zofcaic, and the Semitic Xofatatoc, Zoßaıßı, XoBatoc, VoBeos, VoBoAaby 
(Wuthnow, Semitische Menschennamen 110). In Palestine we find the forms 
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Xo Qtvoc or Xovftvoc (SEG 37, 1511, 1512, 1514), as well as ABBocooc in various 
spellings (e.g. SEG 37, 1556, 1562), formed with the Arabic component Abu (father 
of). In Hauran and Transjordan the name is also transcribed T@oBeos (Wuthnow, 
Semitische Menschennamen 99, 110; Canova, Moab no. 78; IGLS 21,2 no. 53). 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 222f. no. 34 fig. 3 (ed. pr.). 
LDS 


842.34. 


Graffito incised with a fine point. Almond shaped omicron, upsilon with sloping stem. 
The end of the name is lost under the coat of red color of the eastern wall, which is 
later than the graffi- 
to. There is a painted 





ve 






round medallion (Ø P4. 
42 cm), enclosing a j U 
monogrammed cross 1 
. f - 
with the letters alpha $ 
and omega under y E 
its arms. A mono- 22 
grammed cross is 2 Z 
deeply incised 46 cm f a 
under the inscription; w- 
Ber 
it is 8 cm high, 8 cm HA 


wide, and the incision 
is 2-3 mm wide. 
Meas.: w 33 cm; let- 
ters 11.5 cm. 


Findspot: In the ," 
eastern part of the ru 
northern wall, to the 
right of (33). 


AOYKI--] 


sey Dn, , egma * (eas P 
rj sa? 


App. crit.: After the four 
letters, one can perhaps 
imagine the remnants 
of EIANO ed. pr. 


Aoux[etavdc?] 


Lucianus(?). fig. 842.34 
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Comm.: Lucius or Lucas are equally possible. 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 223 no. 35 246, 248 figs. 3, 5 (ed. pr.). 
LDS 


842.35. 


Graffito, extremely damaged and mostly 
unreadable. The incision is 3 mm wide. 
Above, a Latin cross is painted in red; it 
is 45.5 cm high, 35 cm wide, and seems to 
have rested on an arched base. Under the 
arms of the cross are painted the letters al- 
pha and omega. 

Meas.: w 32 cm; letters 4 cm. 


Findspot: In the northern part of the east- 
ern wall, under the large painted cross, 88 
cm beneath (34). 


TTFi[--]A[--]N 


App. crit.: ITH[--]A[--]IN ed. pr.; it does not fit 
the drawing. 





Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 223 no. 36, 247f. figs. 3, 5 . 
(ed. pr.). fig. 842.35 


LDS 


842.36. 


Graffito, extremely damaged and mostly unreadable. The incision is 3 mm wide. 
According to the editors, its writing resembles that on (35) and it may have been 
executed by the same hand. 

Meas.: w 36 cm (including the initial kappa); letters 4 cm. 


Findspot: In the northern part of the eastern wall, under (35). 


K[--]PTATI[--] 
N 
M 
App. crit.: From the drawing, 
perhaps [--]l'TATIA [--]: possibly 
a mention of &yía na |p0évoc? The 
initial kappa is at a slightly lower 





fig. 842.36 
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level and it is not certain that it belongs to this inscription: there are traces of at least one other 
letter under gamma. 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 223 no. 37 figs. 3, 5 (ed. pr.). 


LDS 


842.37. 


Graffito shallowly incised with a fine point. Round omicron and epsilon. After the 
second nu, there may be another nu, larger than the former. Between the first and 
second letter, a monogrammed cross, 12 cm high and 8 cm wide, is incised. About 
30 cm below the gamma, another monogrammed cross, 30 cm Pun 20 cm ids, 
is roughly chiseled; the cut is 4-5 yg 
cm wide. 

Meas.: w 42 cm; letters 10 cm. 





Findspot: In the eastern wall, to 
the right of the medallion with er: Sh Mo 
monogrammed cross. fig. 842.37. 


Ulm "m 
15 Di ‘yy 


[--]F (chrismon) ONENN pn 4 RQ N "a Nis ut E 
tute "fA 
| zw 


Bibl: Benoit - Boismard 223 no. 38, 245f. 


pl. IV (ed. pr.). fig. 842.37.2 
LDS 
842.38. 
Graffito elegantly incised with a A 
fine point, 1 mm wide. The end of 12 
the name is lost in a break of the A 
plaster. Fa 2 
: ; JA 

Meas.: w 32 cm; letters average 10 cm. qu Jv" 
Findspot: In the eastern wall, 85 cm liest 

Pd 

"d 


beneath (38). u^ "m M 
= eT 


l'AIAI[--] 
App. crit.: TAIAP[--] or PAIAN[--] ed. pr. 


Tatay[dc?] fig. 842.38 (38-40) 
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Gaianus(?). 


Comm.: T'atavdg seems a likely restoration. The name is well attested in the region: 
at Kh. Karkara in northern Galilee, a periodeutes of the diocese of Tyre, AD 477 
(Avi-Yonah 209f.), various examples from the Golan (Gregg - Urman, nos. 38, 63, 
108) and Sebaste (S. Lake apud Crowfoot et al. 36 no. 9). Gaianus of Melitene, a 
disciple of St. Euthymius, lived in the desert of Jerusalem for many years, until he 
was appointed bishop of Madaba, ca. 451 (Cyr. Scyth., Vita Euthymii 16, 20, 34, ed. 
Schwartz 26, 32, 52-53). 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 223ff. no. 39 fig. 6 pl. IV (ed. pr.). - Cf. M. Avi-Yonah, IEJ 16, 1966, 209f.; 
J. Crowfoot et al. eds., The Objects of Samaria. Samaria-Sebaste 3, 1957. 


LDS 


842.39. 


Graffito, incised with a fine point, 1-2 mm wide. Elegant narrow letters; lunate 
epsilon and sigma. 
Meas.: letters 7-8 cm. 


Findspot: On the eastern wall, immediately under (38), to the left. 


[--]JEPIZAY|--] 


App. crit.: Before epsilon, three or four letters, ht "A 
among which perhaps the upper part of up- y Zt ( 7^ lu j 
silon? After iota, omicron or epsilon or sigma (t 

(ed. pr.). From the drawing: the supposed 

upsilon might be the middle bar of a mu. fig. 842.39 
Perhaps TIué£pi(o)c, followed by a second name, 

beginning with Av-? 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 225 no. 40 fig. 6 pl. IV (ed. pr.). 
LDS 


842.40. 


Two lines painted in white, almost unreadable. Of the first line, only vague traces 
of pigment are left; a clear zeta is incised, not painted, and probably belongs to an- 
other inscription. In the second line, the reading is very uncertain. Lunate sigma. 
Meas.: 1.2: letters 7-10 cm. 


Findspot: On the eastern wall, immediately under (39). 
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[--] | 
[.JZTOIIP[--] xf 


SL 
M A 


Bibl: Benoit - Boismard 225 no. 41 fig. 6 
pl. IV (ed. pr.). fig. 842.40 (38-40) 


LDS 


842.41. 


Graffito of two lines, shallowly 
but clearly incised with a fine 
point, 1-2 mm wide. Both lines 
are slightly sloping upwards. 
Meas.: 1.1: w 21.6 cm; letters 4.3 
cm; 1.2: w 20 cm; letters 4.8 cm. 


Findspot: On the eastern wall, 32 
cm to the right of (37). 


AA®NIN 
AA®NIN 





Addu | Addu 


Daphnin. Daphnin. 


Comm.: Advi may be the accusative of a mascu- 
line name A&$vts or, more likely, the neuter form of Ux 
the name, borne by a man or a woman, derived from 
daddvy, "laurel". For the use of neuter names for both 
genders, see Masson 62-7. fig. 842.41.2 
Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 225f. no. 42 fig. 5 pl. IV (ed. pr.). - O. Masson, ZPE 119, 1997, 57-75. 


LDS 
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842.42. 


Two or three inscriptions. The main one (a) consists of five lines, incised with a 
fine point, 1-2 mm wide, in a round, elegant cursive. The characters are an average 
2 cm high, though some are larger (long-tailed rho, sometimes epsilon). Above to 
the right, inscription (b) interferes with the upper right corner of (a), and is partly 
defaced; probably it is earlier than (a). To the left of (a), near the upper left corner, a 
large delta, possibly preceded by a still larger iota. Its relationship to (a) is unclear. 
Meas.: (a) h 14, w 22.5-35 cm; letters 2 cm. 


Findspot: In the eastern wall, 49 cm beneath (41), to the left. 





fig. 842.42.1 
(a) OEAITONXPHX 
TIANONEAEH£ZON 
ANAMONTONAMAP 
T[--JONKEEZAOEXAY 
TOTAZAMAPTIA?[--]H N 
(b) (cross) NOM 
[e] 
x 
(c) A 


App. crit.: (b) NOM or NIOM from drawing. 


(a) Oe«é» «Gy Xpyo|tiavdy, £Aéncov | Avauov Tov duap|t[wAlov xè &£ad£c adits 
TAS duaptias, [aulyv 

(b) Noy [--]|s 

() A 
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(a) God of the Christians, have mercy on Anamus the sinner and forgive him his 
sins. Amen. 


(b) Nom...s. 

b The 1 f ! 2 pes 
omm.: The language o 8 : 

(a) is unusual in several "p SN UJ Nx p He 

aspects: the vocative Oeé, , pA t AME ACH CON 

spelled Oeaí (at for epsi- S.S ur. " 

lon), the formula *God of T ON «'- NA SEAT 

the Christians", the use T U TONCA aA No Cem 

of éZadinut instead of the “PTAC i Ly 

usual ġġinņuı in the formu- fig. 842.42.2 


la “forgive the sins”. The 
writer may have been a new Christian, or not yet even a Christian. For this reason, 
the editors suggested that this was one of the earliest inscriptions in the cave, prob- 
ably of the 4 c. (p. 249). However, inscription (b), which seems to have been partly 
obliterated by (a), should be considered earlier and, in any case, there is no doubt that 
many non-Christians accepted Christianity as adults in the 5 c. and even in the 6 c. 
Avauoç is the Greek transcription of a Semitic name. Many examples come 
from regions inhabited by a mixed population, like the Hauran and the Negev; 
see Wuthnow, Semitische Menschennamen 21; Dunand, Hauran nos. 20, 94, 160, 
180, 266, 299, 346; Negev, Personal Names 53 no. 924. An example also comes 
from Tiberias, on a weight dated 71/2 or 82/3 CE (A. Kushnir-Stein, ZPE 141, 
2002, 295ff.). The three letters at the beginning of inscription (b) must also belong 
to a personal name, possibly Nouuéptoc, Noupepiavóc, or Noupevios, Novuývios; 
the spelling with an omega, instead of the diphthong OY, is not unusual (e.g. 
Novvios, Novtoc). 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 226ff. no. 43 fig. 6 pl. IV (ed. pr.). - R. de Vaux apud A. Perkins, AJA 55, 
1951, 89; BE 1954, 249. 
LDS 


842.43. 


Graffito incised with a fine point. The letters increase in size from left to right. 
Lunate sigma. 35 cm to the right, a monogrammed cross, accompanied by alpha 
and omega, is painted in black. It is 20 cm high, 17 cm wide, and the trait is 1-1.5 
cm thick. 

Meas.: w 18 cm; letters 2-4 cm. 


Findspot: On the eastern wall, on the right of (41), on a slightly higher level. 
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MAKAPIZ ANNK AÌ \ C. 


Maxdpi<o>s fig. 842.43 
Macarius. 
Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 230, 246f. no. 44 fig. 6 pl. IV (ed. pr.). 

LDS 


842.44. 


Graffito neatly incised with a fine point. The first letter, tentatively read by the edi- 
tors as iota, is located on the border ofa large break in the plaster on the left of the 
graffito. Round sigma. 

Meas.: w 2.5 cm; letters 1 cm. 


Findspot: In the eastern wall, 30 cm beneath (43). 


[--]+H> 
App. crit.: IH2 ed. pr. ? H C 
[--lvns fig. 842.44 


Comm.: The editors suggested that this was an abbreviation of Ingots, but this 
mode of abbreviating Jesus’ name is very unusual. More likely, this is the end of a 
name, whose first part was lost in the break. The trace could be iota or the right- 
hand stroke of a mu, nu or pi. Names ending in -vr are far more common than 
those in -uns or -17§,: e.g. Lopdavyg, Aidvys, DaAauavys, and the most common of 
all lwdvvys. 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 230 no. 45 fig. 6 pl. IV (ed. pr.). 


LDS 


842.45. 


Graffito of two lines incised with a medium point, 2-3 mm wide. The average 
height of the letters is 3 cm, but the iota is very long; the triangular delta is also 
taller than the others and rests on one of its corners. Round omicron and sigma; 
mu with a low middle bar. The red pigment penetrated into the incision, indicating 
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that the graffito was earlier than the painting. Several small crosses are incised on 
the wall above the graffito. 
Meas.: w 141.1, 8 cm 1.2; letters 3 cm. 


Findspot: In the centre of the east wall, under the large painted emblem interpreted 
by Taylor as the decoration of an altar cloth. 


AOMNI 
NOX 


Aopyi|voc 


Domninus. 





fig. 842.45.1 


Comm.: The shape of the letters points 

to a date in the 5 c. rather than in the 6 "- o A^ N re 
c. Domninus, a Latin name, is common 

in the region. | - 

Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 230f. no. 46 fig. 6 pl. IV Q 

(ed. pr.). - J. E. Taylor, RB 94, 1987, 120-3; id., 


RB 97, 1990, 453-65. fig. 842.45.2 
LDS 


842.46. 
Graffito incised with a fine point. Double-pointed omicron. 
Meas.: w 33 cm; letters 5-8 cm. 


Findspot: In the centre ofthe eastern wall, under (45). 


OAPE®YAAON 
App. crit.: O0APEPYAAOY or 


@APEYYAAOY ed. pr, but wv 
the last letter appears from the Vx 


drawing to be an inverted nu. 


see "iw "9. .g ees © SDS e's: 


OapedvAdAov fig. 842.46 


Tharephyllus. 


198 Late Antiquity, from Constantine to the Arab conquest 


Comm.: The shape of the letters points to a date in the 5 c. rather than in the 6 c. 
The editors read the ending as a genitive, but the last letter seems to be an inverted 
nu rather than an upsilon: a name in the accusative appears also in (53). Alterna- 
tively, the name may be neuter: for the use of neuter names for both genders see 
Masson 62-67, and above, (41). The reading OapedvAdov is supported by the com- 
parison with OappudiAAyg, a masculine name found in Attica (SEG 31, 250). 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 231 no. 47 fig. 7 pl. IV (ed. pr.). - Cf. O. Masson, ZPE 119, 1997, 57-75. 
LDS 


842.47. 


Graffito in three (?) lines, incised with a fine point. The first line is ca. 53 cm long 
and begins with a large kappa, ca. 12 cm high. After it there is a gap of 18.5 cm in 
which traces of letters can be faintly made out; then a nu, chi and rho in ligature 
(rho not in the drawing), and after that, the sequence AOYAH?, 28 cm long with 
letters of 3-5 cm. The second line apparently begins much more to the right than 
the first, and contains a sequence of letters 26.2 cm long and an average 3 cm high, 
in which only the letters PH. are clear. There is no space between the first and sec- 
ond line. The third line is at a much lower level and begins several cm to the left of 
1.1, and it is not quite certain if it belongs to the same graffito, although the editors 
considered it to be part of it. Lunate sigma. 


Findspot: In the centre of the eastern wall, under (46). 


KAAY|--]|NXPAOYAHZ M. UR Mee S UU 
XYPHX tg F ~ 4 ~ 
AIATPA 4 YN u ae Id c 


App. crit.: 1.1 K [--] dovAyg ed. pr; 


1.2 [--J XPH eds. / 1 LTP 


Kadv[xto]v Xp(totob) dovAn{c} | 


Lup<i>¢ | Apx)iatpa fig. 842.47 


Calycion(?), servant of Christ, Syrian, physician. 


Comm.: Except for the word dovAy, the first editors left the inscription unex- 
plained. Clearly it contains the name of a woman, who calls herself "servant of 
Christ". Her name seems to end in nu and it might be a diminutive like Chionion 
in (1). For neuter names of men and women, see Masson 62f. If the marks in the 
drawing can be taken as a basis for a tentative reading, her name would begin with 
KaAv-. KGAv£ - as a noun, “chalyx (of a flower)" - is known as a man's name, in 
the forms KdAvé, KaAvxüc and KaAvxfjc, as well as in the corresponding feminine 
form KaAóxa, Kadvxn (SEG 26, 1857; 28, 369; 32, 1613; 41, 270bis; Preisigke, NB 
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162; and for use of names Kopux- in Boeotian inscriptions, see Vottéro [= SEG 43, 
200]). The diminutive xaAoxtov, “little flower-cup" or “rose-bud” also exists (see 
LSJ, s.v), and no doubt could also be used as a personal name. 

Inll. 1-2 we can either correct Züpr c) or read Xup«t»c, (eta for iota). The third 
line is still more of a problem. The letters seem to be AIATPA, which is not known 
as a name. Possibly this line completed the inscription and contained an epithet of 
the Syrian woman. Alpha is a normal abbreviation of mp@to¢ in composition, and 
as first letter of the alphabet, may also mean apy7. In Byzantine Greek, mpwto- 
and ápyi- are sometimes interchangeable (e.g mpwtodidxovos / apytdidxovoc, 
TMpwtompedBUTEpos / apximperBUTEpos); thus AIATPA might be read dpxiatpa, the 
wife of an ġpxıatpóç (a physician in charge of the health of a town or district; cf. Di 
Segni). 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 231 no. 48 fig. 7 pl. IV (ed. pr.). - Cf. G. Vottéro, in: E. Crespo ed., Actas 
del II Coloquio Internacional de Dialectologia Griega, Miraflores-Madrid, Junio 1991, 1993, 
339-81; O. Masson, ZPE 119, 1997, 57-75; Di Segni, in: CAHL 316f. 

LDS 


842.48. 


Graffito deeply and coarsely incised. After the first two letters, the rest is badly 
damaged and the upper part of the third and fourth letter is completely destroyed 
by a break in the plaster. Some diagonal strokes disturb the letters: one very clear 
across the alpha, another across the iota and the following letter. The letters be- 
long to the square alphabet, but the eta may have been cursive, as is indicated by 
its sloping right bar. Above and on the right of the break, there are similar marks, 
not mentioned by the editors, forming two letters of the same size of those below: 
a clear upsilon, preceded by the remnants of a kappa or a chi. It is not clear whether 
these letters belong to the same inscription, or are the remnant of another one. 
Meas.: w 62 cm; letters 10 cm (average). 


Findspot: In the eastern wall, under (47), to the left. 


KY 
AYRHAIO[] 


App. crit.: 1.2 AI are joined at the 
bottom and resemble a N; the follow- 
ing letter is either a broken omicron 
or a sigma followed by intrusive 
marks, in which case one should read 
Avpydt<o>s. 





Kv(pte) or X(pıoto)ð | AdpyHAto[s] D amc fig. 842.48.1 
O Lord or O Christ. Aurelius. 
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Comm.: The editors hesitated to read 
Avpyjdtos because the third letter if j 
looks like a kappa or a Latin R. This, “ 
however, is not a real difficulty. Even wr 


if the diagonal stroke is part of the IL, Am n $ 
letter and not intrusive, as may well Ni \ "| 
be suspected, a Latin R instead of rho NDS 


can be seen in a mosaic inscription 
from 'Evron dated February 443, in 
which the name of the month is 
spelled PIBRAPIOY (SEG 37, 1514). The meaning of the first line is unclear: an address 
to Christ, or to the Lord? Was it engraved by Aurelius as part of his proskynema, or was 
it perhaps part of a longer inscription, which was obliterated by Aurelius' name? 





Wp 
THE 


fig. 842.48.2 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 231 no. 49 pl. IV (ed. pr.). 
LDS 


842.49. 


Rectangular frame, clearly marked on the left, unclear on the right side. Within it, 
a mixture of letters shallowly incised, of varying size and made by different hands. 
Some of the recognizable letters are round. 

Meas.: h 17.5 cm, w 43.5 cm. 


Findspot: On the eastern wall. 





TONXN[--] 2 d 
[--JGOP[--]NE[--]A[--] 
[--] x 7! 
Tov X(pto3)v | [--]GOP[--] HETER U D 
NE[--JA[--l--] = 
Christ ... fig. 842.49 
Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 232 no. 51 fig. 7 pl. IV (ed. pr.). 
LDS 


842.50. 


Graffito of two lines incised with a fine point; the incision is less than 1 mm wide. 
Round letters incrusted with reddish plaster. Mu has a very low middle bar. The 
nomina sacra are marked with horizontal stroke. 
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Meas.: w 42 cm; letters 2-3 cm. 


Findspot: On the east wall, to the right of the painted emblem interpreted by Taylor 
as an altar. 





fig. 842.50.1 


(cross) KY IX XPBOH@OH ZON 
'TOAOYAOIIETPOAMHN (cross) 


App. crit.: 1.1 IE, "Te(co0c) ed. pr., a very rare spelling of Iyootc; but the letter read by the eds. as 
epsilon has an extremely low middle bar, which seems rather a duplication or correction of the 
lower curve ofa sigma. 


Ku(pte) T(o09)c Xp(tov£), Go0ncov | TH 9o0A« Iécvpo. Aur 


Lord Jesus Christ, help (thy) servant Petrus. Amen. 


Comm.: The red Gus etm oHor' CoN 
encrustation indi- * KÝ | C xf 
cates that the graf- Wd | 

fito is earlier than $ 
the painting. The ° 
form of the letters 
suggests a dating in the 5 c. rather than in the 6 c. The use of abbreviation by trun- 
cation, at least for the first and third part of the nomen sacrum, and also for the 
second, according to the editors, also points to an early date. 


fig. 842.50.2 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 232 no. 52 fig. 7 pl. IV (ed. pr.). - BE 1954, 249. 
LDS 


842.51. 


Graffito incised with a wide point; the incision is neat though worn, 3-4 mm wide. 
In inscription (a), the characters are in cursive Latin; O and V are smaller than the 
other letters. The inscription projects out ofa rectangular frame, 19.5 cm wide and 
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16 cm high, which was not intended for it. In the lower right quarter of the frame, 
a cross is roughly incised, flanked by two large Greek letters, a kappa and a round 
sigma or epsilon (b). 

Meas.: (a) w 17 cm; letters 4 cm; (b) w 11 cm; letters 6 cm. 


Findspot: On the east wall, to the right of (50), on a slightly higher level. 


(a) [--]FLORVS 
(b) K (cross) &/E 


(a) [--] Florus 
(b) K(upto)s or K(vpte) 
¿(Aénoov) 









(a) Florus. 
(b) Lord or Lord, have 
mercy! 
utto, v 
, a nh 
dese. 
9 p= 
4, = AK 
Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 232ff. no. 53 246 fig. 842.51.2 (a-b) 


fig. 8 pl. IV (ed. pr.). 


LDS 


842.52. 
Graffito shallowly incised. 
Meas.: w 9 cm; letters 1.5 cm. 


Findspot: On the east wall, to the right of (51). 


AIANON or ANIANON P | A N Q i 
App. crit.: According to ed. pr., there might be r NI 


a nu between the initial alpha and iota, giving 


a possible alternative reading Aviavov. fig. 842.52 
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Aiavov or Aviavov 
Aianus or Anianus. 


Comm.: The name is given in the accusative. The name Aianus is represented 
among the graffiti in the cave, see above (13). The alternative reading, 'Avtavóc, is a 
transcription of the Hebrew and Aramaic name Hanan, more commonly spelled 
Avviævóç (Wuthnow, Semitische Menschennamen 22f.; Preisigke, NB 32f. cf. Di 
Segni 233, 238 n. 26). 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 234 no. 54 fig. 8 pl. IV (ed. pr.) - Cf. L. Di Segni, in: F. Manns - E. Alliata 
eds., Early Christianity in Context, 1993, 231-9. 
LDS 


842.53. 


Graffito of two lines, incision is very worn. Letters are of the round alphabet, mu is 
with a low curving bar. Above the graffito is incised a large cross, and a kappa and 
more crosses appear to be incised underneath. Between this group and the painted 
medallion, two monogrammed crosses are also incised on the wall. 

Meas.: h 7, w 15 cm; letters 2 cm. 


Findspot: On the east wall, 40 cm beneath the medallion with patent cross painted 
in red. 


MNHXOHTIJ 


-INTMI-] Á Va Ce H- 
. 


App. crit.: 1.2 some dubious letters, not deci- 
phered by ed. pr. The last is probably a cursive 1 (n N `~ 


omega rather than mu. ( ^A 


fig. 842.53 


Mvyjobytlt | Alvtw[viov?] 
Remember Antonius(?). 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 234 no. 55 fig. 8 pl. IV (ed. pr.). 


LDS 


842.54. 


Graffito incised with a fine point, sloping down toward the right. The first letter 
has the abbreviation mark of the nomina sacra, although the name is not abbrevi- 


204 Late Antiquity, from Constantine to the Arab conquest 


ated; ligature of kappa and upsilon. Lunate epsilon. To the right, at a little distance, 
there is a large break in the plaster, but the inscription seems complete. To the right 
of the break, at a slightly lower level, a cross is incised. 

Meas.: w 10 cm; letters 5-6 cm. 


Findspot: On the east wall, under (53), to the left. 


KYPIE c— 
Kopie kK C 
O Lord. | 


fig. 842.54.2 





Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 234f. no. 56 fig. 8 LT, OE : ; 
pl. IV (ed. pr.). fig. 842.54.1 


LDS 


842.55. 


Graffito of four lines, incised with a fine point, partly covered by the coat of plaster 
that bears the red inscription. The graffito begins just under the right arm ofa large 
cross incised on the wall. The letters decrease in size towards the end of the first 
line, from 2 to 1 cm. Round and oval letters. The first two lines slope slightly up- 
wards, while the fourth line, and perhaps also the third, are positioned horizontally 
at an angle of ninety degrees with the stem of the cross. It cannot be excluded that 
the two bottom lines belong to a separate inscription. 

Meas.: w 20 cm 1.1; letters 11.1-2: 2-1 cm, 11.3-4 are smaller. 


Findspot: On the east wall, between the two lines of the painted inscription on the 
right side of the emblem. 





Z2 = 
KEBOHOHZOTONAOYAON "20 
ZOY[]XCEMMN[--] Aoy kon 
[--] : 
[--]AEXTIZY[JIM[--] 
App. crit.: 1.2 cot [.|]ZEAAMN, a a 
Semitic SLM, like Datapavys? ed. aod 
pr; perhaps the name was Asem, ve t3 
followed by a new sentence, begin- fig. 842.55 


ning with Mvýoðnytı or uvnc6f; 
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L4EXTIEY ed. pr.; [--] AEZTIZY[.]IM[--] drawing; the unclear letter after upsilon resembles 
a nu; after the upright stroke there is a small gap, indicating that it was the left-hand leg of a 
straight letter rather than an iota. 


K(úpı)e Bon8yco(v) tov dotiAdy | cou [A]oeu. Mv[yoOy--|--| "Eugavovr]A ¿oti cov 
huli --] 


Lord, help Thy servant Asem(?); remember ... (or may be remembered ... ) ... Em- 
manuel(?) is with us(?) ... 


Comm.: ‘Asem (‘SM) and Hashem (HSM) are well-known Arabic names, tran- 
scribed in Greek Acep, Aceuos, Aonuos, Acuos, Actwos, Oonuos (Wuthnow, Semi- 
tische Menschennamen 26f., 90; Negev, Personal Names 23 no. 320, 53 nos. 931- 
932). The fourth line of the inscription (or the second of a separate inscription) 
seems to contain a hint to Mt 1,23: ’Eupavounr wed’ uv 6 Beds; this formula is 
common on eulogias: A. Grabar, Ampoules de Terre Sainte, 1958, nos. 1, 3, 14-16, 
18-24. 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 235 no. 57 fig. 8 pl. IV (ed. pr.). 


LDS 


842.56. 


Two-line graffito, coarsely chiseled with a large instrument; the cut is 1-1.5 cm 
wide. Square letters. Lunate sigma. A large break in the plaster causes a gap in 
both lines, and another break probably deleted the last letter of 1. 2. The inscription 
interferes with the bottom line of the painted inscription, as well as with the red 
medallion with patent cross on the left. The painted decoration is later. To the left 
of the inscription, on a lower lever, two monogrammed crosses are incised with a 
fine point; they measure 5.5x3.6 cm and 7.7x4.1 cm. 

Meas.: 1.1: w 63 cm; letters 9-10 cm; 1.2: w 72.5 cm, letters 10 cm. 


Findspot: On the east wall, just below the painted inscription. 
AO[.]NOX 

AO[.]OYXO[.] 

App. crit.:1.2 Ao0Aoc is spelled doAous. 





Aó[u]vos | Bo«ü»[XotuJe ©(€0)[6] fig. 842.561 


Domnus, servant of God. 
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Comm.: The shape of the letters points 
to a date in the first half of the 5 c. 





A 

Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 235f. no. 58, 245 pl. IV ; $ 
(ed. pr). fig. 842.56.2 
LDS 


842.57. 


Graffito incised with a fine point; the incision is 1 mm wide. Tall narrow letters, 
oval theta (or lunate epsilon). On the left, a large crack in the plaster, ca. 25 cm wide. 
On the right, the red paint of a large Latin cross with alpha and omega covers the 
incised letters. The cross is 38.5 cm high, 35 cm wide. 

Meas.: w 9 cm; letters 4 cm. 


Findspot: On the east wall, beneath (56). 


[--] YHO|--] \/ \ t 





ra 
Comm.: The begin- wees” 
ning of the graffito fig. 842.57.2 
may have been lost in * 
the break of the plaster. — ^ 
fig. 842.571 
Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 236 no. 59, 247 fig. 8 pl. IV (ed. pr.). 
LDS 


842.58. 


Three-line graffito. The letters vary very much in size, from 3-5 cm and even more, 
and present a mixture of square and rectangular shapes and near-ovals: omicron 
is a rectangle, alternatively narrow and squat, almost square, and in one case a 
rhomboid; theta is a squat rectangle or a double-pointed oval. The inscription has 
an uncouth appearance, and its awkwardness is increased by corrections of letters 
(the beta in 1.1, the third omicron in 1.2) and the hesitation of the writer, who twice 
began a word at the end of the line, then abandoned the attempt and started again 
at the beginning of the next line. Above the inscription, a cross is incised with a 
deep cut, 3 mm wide; it measures 6.7x6.5 cm and the ends of its arms are decorated 
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with a bar. On the left of the lower left corner of the inscription, on a lower level, 
another cross is incised. 
Meas.: 1.1: w 54, 1.2: w 41, 1.3: w 27 cm; letters 3-5 cm. 


Findspot: On the east wall, 40 cm below (56), under the pue Latin cross. 


KrmenonionsonTONS KPE Bow Ou CaN EIN AX 
EYTIAGIN AQYALUN ay Y Ex 
App. crit.: 1.3 The ed. pr. reports EYT `] A & l N 


two vertical lines, partly 

deleted by cracks in the plaster, 
possibly with a connecting 

horizontal line on top: I'l; probably XT. 





fig. 842.58 


Kúpıe BoY0ncov tov {5} | dody cov {Ev} | Evatabi<o>v 
Lord, help thy servant Eustathius! 


Comm.: Second half of the 5 c.? The marks resembling TI in 1.3 are probably a 
cursive sigma in ligature with tau. For this form of cursive sigma, lacking the lower 
curve, see Thompson, Palaeography 193f., tbs. 3-4. The name Eustathius was com- 
mon among Christians in the early Byzantine period. A monastery of Abba Eu- 
stathius existed near Jerusalem (Paul. El., Vita Theogni 15, Analecta Bollandiana 
10, 1891, 95). A Eustathius was hegumen of the monastery of Spelaion in the mid-6 
c. (Cyr. Scyth., Vita Jo. Hesych. 22, ed. Schwartz 218). 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 236 no. 60, 246 fig. 8 pl. IV (ed. pr.). 
LDS 


842.59. 


Graffito incised with a fine point; the incision is 1 mm wide at most. The letters are 
an average 5 cm, except xi which is 17 cm high. A cross marks the beginning of the 
text. The graffito is covered with a white encrustation. 

Meas.: w 57 cm; letters 5 cm. 


Findspot: On the east wall, 10 cm to the right of (58). 


— 
(cross) HEZYEY ES. 
ie W 
App. crit.: All the letters, except xi, are extremely 3 } ‘es a HH SN p b 
doubtful. / | 
Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 236-8 no. 61 fig. 9 (ed. pr.). fig. 842.59 


LDS 


208 Late Antiquity, from Constantine to the Arab conquest 
842.60. 


Graffito of two lines, incised with a fine point; the incision is 1 mm wide. The first 
line can hardly be made out. Letters of the round alphabet. On the left, a break of 
the plaster has destroyed the beginning of both lines. 

Meas.: 1.2: w 11.5 cm; letters 1-2 cm. 


Findspot: On the east wall, 30 cm above (59). 


[--JHOHT(--] Ed P" 
[--IAOYAOY[-- zx " 
pev S din. 


[Ko (gie)? uy] «o» 05[t --|--] dovAou [--] 


yt TP 


z ' 
Lord, remember [thy] servant... € O NUN Qu 


Comm.: For the defective spelling of uvýoðntı, fig 000 
cf. (29). 
Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 238 no. 62 fig. 9 (ed. pr.). 

LDS 


842.61. 


Graffito shallowly incised in the white coat of limewash which covers the east wall 
as a base for the painting. The coating is destroyed on the left, and the beginning 
of the inscription is lost. To the right, at a lower level, some more letters are seen of 
which only the first two, KY, can be made out. On the right, 20 cm below the level 
of the text, a chrismon is incised: 10 cm high, 8 cm wide. Again, on the right and at 
a lower level, appears a monogrammed cross, 11 cm wide, the lower part of which is 
lost in a break of the plaster. It is roughly incised, with a trait 0.5-1 cm wide. 


Findspot: On the eastern wall, 60 cm above (60) just under the edge of the ceiling, 
starting under the last letters of the first line of the red painted inscription (2). 


[--JEAEH[.] EY®PONIN KY[--] ent} ig/ EN bp SN | N 


App. crit.: €4éy[cov] ed. pr. In the break = 


to the left, the lower part of an upright fig. 842.61 
stroke is seen, perhaps the base of an upsi- n 
lon or a rho such as appear in the formulas KY, Kó(pte) or KE IY XP, K(üpge I(yo0)0 Xp(toté). 


[Ku(pte) --] &Aév[c(ov)] E0fpóvico»v Ku[pte --] 
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Lord ... have mercy on Euphronius. Lord ... 


Comm.: This graffito must belong to the last phase of the cave, after the decoration 
of the east wall. The editors ascribe the paintings to the late 6 c. or the beginning of 
the 7 c., while Taylor surmises that they were executed in the mid- or late 7 c., under 
Muslim rule. On palaeographical grounds, this graffito might well be date to the 6 
c., though a dated in the 7 c. cannot be excluded. 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 238 no. 63, 244f. fig. 9 (ed. pr.) - J. Taylor, RB 97, 1990, 464. 
LDS 


842.62. 


Graffito shallowly incised in the white coat of lime wash which covers the east wall 
as a base for the painting. 


Findspot: At the southern end ofthe eastern wall, 42 cm to the right of (61). 


Kl] Ty XE y E ES 
| | M" 
^ AXE 


K[(0pgs] Iyoo) X(piot)é 
Lord Jesus Christ. fig. 842.62 
Comm.: See (61). 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 238f. no. 64 fig. 9 (ed. pr.). 
LDS 


842.63. 


A graffito (a) of six lines in a rectangular frame, h 12 cm; its width cannot be de- 
termined, but the remains of letters end after a width of 13 cm. The frame and the 
letters are coarsely incised. Characters seem to belong mostly to the round alpha- 
bet. Lunate sigma. Only the nomen sacrum in]. 4 is marked with horizontal stroke. 
Above the frame, on the soffit, is a monogrammed cross 12.5 cm high, 13.5 cm 
wide. — (b) About 50 cm to the right of (a), a mixture of letters of different styles, 
among which only separate sequences of two or three letters can be made out. 
Meas.: letters 1-1.5 cm. 


Findspot: (a) On the southern wall, 10 cm to the right of (62); (b) 50 cm to the right 
of (a). 
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(a) KYPIYXE 
EAEHZON[--] 


App. crit.: (a) 1.1 KYA ed. pr; 
1.3 [®]tArro[--] ed. pr. 


(a) Kup (te) T6400)0 
X(ptot)é, | €Aenoov 
[--|--|--] [O 8(eò)s 
to[6 --|--] 

(b) [--]ZA€[yoov |--]MA[--|--] ATP[--|--]IMH[--] 





(a) Lord Jesus Christ, have mercy 
... God of... 
(b) ... have mercy... 





— 
Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 239, 245 
no. 65 fig. 9 (ed. pr.). fig. 842.63.2 (a) 
LDS 


842.64. 


Two-line graffito (b), deeply engraved with a wide point; the incision is 2-3 mm 
wide. The last two letters are more shallow. The letters are irregularly aligned. 
Square epsilon, very wide. In the second line the incision is faint; after an oval 
omicron, followed by nu, there are more letters but they cannot be read. Above the 
EA in the first line are two more letters surmounted by the abbreviation mark of 
nomina sacra (a). 
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Meas.: (b) w 16 cm (first line); letters 2 cm. 


Findspot: In the southern wall, 96 cm from the southwestern corner. 


(a) KI 


(b) KYPIEEAEH[] ky Pre, €^ 


ipa 


" 


ON[--] 
Ü ^ "i é T. Lj j 
App. crit.: (a) A dubious kappa followed by an į 
upright stroke, both surmounted by horizon- 
tal stroke. 
(a) K()p(te) fig. 842.64 
(b) Kupte éAéy[o]lov [--] 
(a) Lord... 
(b) Lord, have mercy... 
Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 239 no. 66 fig. 9 (ed. pr.). 
LDS 


842.65. 


An inscription in beautiful characters, painted in white like (40). Only a few letters 
are readable. 
Meas.: About one meter wide. 


Findspot: On the west wall, left of the entrance. 


[--]A[--]N[--]©[--] 
[lips] 
App. crit.: 1.2 T or B. 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 239 no. 67 (ed. pr.). 
LDS 


842.66. 


Graffito of three lines, incised deeply and coarsely. The incision is 1-1.5 mm wide. 
Well-spaced square letters, with the exception of one omicron in 1.2. Ligature of eta 
and nu in 1.3. Abbreviations marked with horizontal strokes. The inscription is cut 
by a large monogrammed cross, 13 cm high, 8 cm wide, with very low arms (10 cm 
from the top), incised with a medium point. The incision is 2-3 mm wide. On the 
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soffit of the southwest corner, a cross is incised, partly erased. Its arms end with a 
perpendicular bar. 
Meas.: w 1.1: 15; 1.2: 23; 1.3: 28 cm; letters 1.2-1.8 cm 


Findspot: In the southern part of the western wall, 75 cm from the entrance. 


KYE EAEN 
AIOTENIANON = 
KAITHNZYNOAIAN m DEN 

Ei x. "E m IA NON 
Kú(pı)e €Ae(noo)v | Aroyeviavòy | xaithy Al 
guvoðiav KAYTHNCYhFu ISUAAN 
Lord, have mercy on Diogenianus and fig. 842.66 


his community. 


Comm.: The first editors interpreted cvvoóía in the sense of “caravan”, a group 
of pilgrims travelling together. This may well be, but it must be remembered that 
cuvoü(a in Byzantine Greek also means “community of monks" (see, for instance, 
SEG 40, 1498-1499, in the monastery of Martyrius at Maale Adummim). So the 
graffito — a rather early one, judging by the form of the letters - may have been 
written by a monk from one ofthe many monasteries in Jerusalem or in its vicinity. 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 239f. no. 68, 245f. fig. 9 (ed. pr.). - BE 1954, 249. — Cf. E. Testa, SBF 14, 
1963/64, 128f. 


LDS 


842.67. 


(a) Inscription of three lines, incised deeply with a fine point, 1-1.5 mm wide. The 
second line is the longest of the three. Round letters of irregular size, from 1.5 to 4 
and even 5 cm. Mu has sloping legs and a low curving middle bar. - (b) Under the 
first two letters of1.3, a large chiseled IT, 4.5 cm high and 6.5 cm wide, is the remnant 
of a two-line inscription (first line 47 cm long, second line 30 cm long), which was 
hammered out, leaving gaps at regular distances in the plaster, on both sides of the TI. 
Meas.: (a) 1.2: w 44.8 cm; letters 1.5-5 cm. 


Findspot: On the western wall, 13 cm from the entrance, on the right of (66). 


(a) XPIZTE 
EAEHXZONOAABIANONTON 
AMAPTOA[--]KE[--] 


(b) [--]H[--] ; EEA EA - 
[--] fig. 842.67.1 
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(a) Xpiov£, | EAEnoov DAaBiavov tov | duaptoA[dv]. K(vpve [--] 
(b) [--]IT[--]][--] 


(a) Christ, have mercy of Flavianus the sinner. Lord ... 


Comm.: The form of the Raa ETT 
letters points to a date not P SHC Sh PA AR PAN ONT OX, 
later than the 5 c. AK À P T LE RETA A k < 

Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 240f. 


no. 69 fig. 9 (ed. pr.). - BE 
1954, 249. 


fig. 842.67.2 


LDS 


843. Graffito in Christian Palestinian Aramaic, 6-7 c. CE 


A cryptogram, deeply incised (2-3 mm); it contains letter shapes placed on either 
side of a straight vertical line. 
Meas.: h 17.5 cm, w 8 cm. 


Findspot: In the cave of the Sisters of Mercy in Bethany, in the eastern wall, beneath 


the painted red medallion. 
Pres. loc.: See findspot. 


Right side: way 
Left side: ay 


Translit.: Right side: ‘wb’ 
Left side: ‘sbw 


Right side: Obesha (son of?). 
Left side: Osebos. 





fig. 843.2 
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Comm: This text is highly enigmatic, and intentionally so, for the au- 
thor was evidently leaving a personal memento that he did not want 
to be understood by outsiders. An Arabist known to Benoit and Bo- 
ismard, who first studied the Bethany cave, suggested that the right 
side of the cryptogram consisted of Arabic characters and conveyed 
the name ‘Amd Allah (“Support of God”). This was a guess, which 
is not so plausible and in any case only accounts for half of the text. 
More recently, Puech re-examined the text and declared that it was 
without doubt in Christian Palestinian Aramaic (CPA), comprising 
the names Obesha and Osebos. The reading of the right side, Obesha, 
is very plausible, fitting the letter shapes quite exactly, except for the 
final alef, which is less apparent. The reading of the left side, Osebos, is much more 
problematic, the letter shapes departing considerably from the regular CPA script. 
However, one must bear in mind that the author had wanted his text to be obscure, a 
secret sign of his own visit to the cave, and so no reading will be completely sure. All 
one can reasonably say is that the cryptogram is likely to be a representation of the 
author’s name and that Puech’s suggested reading is at least moderately plausible. 


fig. 843.3 


Bibl.: Benoit - Boismard 231 no. 50 with n. 3 (the proposed Arabic reading) pl. IV; E. Puech, RB 108, 
2001, 61-72 at 70ff. (the proposed CPA reading) (edd. prr.). - J. Taylor, The Bethany Cave, 1993, 184. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer; Benoit - Boismard 229 fig. 7 no. 50 (dr.). 
RH 


844.-845. Church of Lazarus' Tomb in Bethany 


The village of Bethany is mentioned in the Gospels as the place where Jesus raised Laza- 
rus from the dead (Jn 11,1-44), and where he lodged in the house of Simon the Leper (Mt 
21,17; 26,6-13; Mk 11,12; 143-9) and sat at supper in the house of Lazarus’ sisters, Martha 
and Mary (Jn 12,1-3). The tomb of Lazarus was venerated by Christians from a very 
early period, and a church existed there at the time of Egeria’s pilgrimage (381-384). The 
village was called Lazarion after the church, and its Arab name, el-'Azariye, preserves 
the ancient toponym. The modern village occupies the surroundings of the tomb and 
church, where excavations indicated the presence of an ancient necropolis, while the 
ancient village was located more to the west, in an area purchased by the Custody of the 
Holy Land in the 19 c. Between 1949 and 1953 the Franciscans carried out excavations in 
their property under the direction of Father S.J. Saller, uncovering the church and part 
ofthe village. The 4-c. basilica was built in front ofa tomb ofthe Second Temple period, 
but its western part could not be explored, for a mosque was erected there in the 16th c. 
The church was destroyed by an earthquake and rebuilt in the 5 c., or more likely in the 
6 c. The second church was in use until the 12 c., when it was rebuilt by the Crusaders. 
Several fragments of marble and stone with remains of Greek inscriptions (nos. 844, 
845, 958, 1031, 1040) were discovered in the ruins, as well as Kufic inscriptions (Saller 
1957, 129f., 331 pl. 93 c). Various inscribed objects were discovered in the church, tombs 
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and village, among which an amulet, a bronze disc (part a processional cross?) (nos. 765, 
1084), Byzantine stamped pottery and lamps (App. 35*, 50*-52*, 54%). 


Bibl. Sources: Baldi, Enchiridion 359-82, nos. 571-603; TIR, s.v. Bethania, Lazarion. On the vil- 
lage and the church: S.J. Saller, Excavations at Bethany, 1949-1953, 1957; Ovadiah, Corpus 29-31 
no. 18a-b; Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 160*f.(e), 207 (h) no. 511. 


844. Invocation/quotation from the church in Bethany 


Fragment of white marble representing the upper left corner ofa thin slab. Remains 
of three lines of script between incised guidelines. The distance between the first 
and second horizontal line is 2 cm, and the letters occupy the entire width. The 
third horizontal line is 2.65 cm below the second, and the fourth is 2.7 cm below 
the third. The letters of the second and third line touch the lower guideline but not 
the upper one. The letters are oval, with ends expanding into triangles, and show 
traces of red paint. Lunate sigma. 

Meas.: h 9, w 7.5, d 2 cm; letters 2-2.5 cm. 


Findspot: Found in Bethany at the bottom of a trench dug on the northern side of 


the church. 
Pres. loc.: SBF Museum, Jerusalem, inv. no. SF 936. 


AEX[--] 
KEIY[--] 
XOY[-] 


Aéc [rota 6 beds mavtwv?] | KWpre I(yoo)d, [£A évoov 
tov 000A6v*] | cov[--] 





O Lord God of all, Lord Jesus (Christ), have mercy 
upon Thy servant (2) ... fig. 844 


Comm.: In the trench where the fragment was found there were also lumps of wall 
mosaics, apparently coming from the first church or the second church. The thin slab 
may have been part of the facing of a wall. Judging by the shape of the few surviving 
letters, it was most likely part of the decoration of the second church. Saller viewed 
the text as an invocation to God by somebody who called himself His servant. How- 
ever, the term deomdty¢ with reference to God does not usually appear in inscriptions 
from late antique Palestine. It appears, for instance, on an inscription from Gerasa 
dated 531 (C. Welles, in: C. Kraeling ed., Gerasa, 1938, 479f. no. 306), but this text is 
an epigram. Most likely our text is a quotation. Aeamdty¢ is common in the Septua- 
gint, and frequently appears in the vocative. The letters KEIY in 1.2 can only be an 
abbreviation of K(úpı)e I(yo0)t, which was possibly followed by X(pict)é and most 
probably by an invocation: &Aécov or yvyoOntt are the more common in Christian 
inscriptions. At the end of the line, tov dotAov or perhaps voUc dovAous: in all, 16 to 
19 letters should be restored, two more if we include X(ptot)é. The first line must 
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therefore have contained a long epithet of God. Among the various possibilities in the 
Septuagint, the most likely is Sir 33 [36],1: €Aénoov huds ðéonota 6 beds TavTwv, which 
provides 15 letters, 18 if r&v is added (as in Job 5,8: xUptov tæv TavtTwv deondTyyv). The 
last line was completed by the name of the person that set up the inscription, perhaps 
a benefactor of the church. Alternative readings might be: 1.1 perhaps t&v mavtwv, 
restoring 18 letters; 1.2 perhaps X(pto1)&, restoring the same number of letters. 


Bibl.: S. Saller, Excavations at Bethany, 1957, 119, 127f. no. 13a pl. 93C1 (ed. pr.). 


Photo: G. Nalbandian. 
LDS 


845. Marble fragment from the churches in Bethany, possibly part of no. 844 


Fragment of white marble, broken on all sides; both surfaces are polished. On one 
side the surface is ruled, as in no. 844, but in this case a horizontalline marks the base 
of the letters in 1.1, and a second line, very close to the former, marks the top of the let- 
ters of 1.2. Both are crossed by a shallow vertical incision. The six surviving letters ap- 
pear to be similar to those of no. 844, including the traces of red color. Lunate sigma. 
Meas.: h 5, w 6, d 2 cm; letters 2.5 cm. 


Findspot: Bethany, found among the debris of the churches. 
Pres. loc.: SBF Museum, Jerusalem, inv. no. SF 937. 


-JKOI[--] 


[- 
[--]BAZ--] 
App. crit.: 1.1 Saller interprets the last letter as an iota or tau. 


Comm.: Possibly part of the same inscription as no. 
844, or at least of the same wall facing. In 1.2, BactAeUc 





, "d . fi . 845 
or a personal name like Báccoc, Baciàioç and the like? '8 
Bibl.: S. Saller, Excavations at Bethany, 1957, 119, 128 no. 13b pl. 93C5 (ed. pr.). 
Photo: G. Nalbandian. 
LDS 


Chapel of St. George, Sheikh Bader 


The chapel is part of an ecclesiastic complex in the western outskirts of Jerusalem, on the 
upper slopes of Sheikh Bader (modern Giv’at Ram, Binyanei Ha-Umah). The complex 
included a three-nave church without narthex, with a stone-paved atrium surrounded 
by a porch. West of the atrium was a large building, a monastery or a hostel. South of 
the basilica were two courtyards and a chapel, 7.5 x 4 m. The complex showed signs of 
having been damaged in a conflagration, and subsequently restored. The inscription be- 
longs to the original pavement of the chapel. On the site, remains of a village of the Sec- 
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ond Temple period were uncovered, with remains of potters’ workshops (inscribed ring 
stands: Amit), as well as a large installation ofkilns belonging to the Tenth Legion. Many 
stamped roof tiles and bricks of the legion (mass production not treated specifically in 
CIIP), as well as clay stamps (no. 754; Arubas - Goldfus), came to light in the excavation. 


Bibl.: Fischer - Isaac - Roll, Roads II 172f. no. 58; B. Arubas - H. Goldfus, in: J.H. Humphrey ed., 
The Roman and Byzantine Near East, 1995, 96-107; Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2003, 115*f. 
(e), 104 (h) no. 102; B. Arubas - H. Goldfus, NEAEHL 5, 2008, 1828-30; D. Amit, Inscribed and 
Stamped Ring Stands from the Pottery Workshop at Binyanei Ha'uma, in: D. Amit - O. Peleg- 
Barkat - G. Stiebel eds., New Studies in the Archaeology of Jerusalem and its Region (2010), 
130-40 (Hebr.). - On the church: M. Avi-Yonah, BJPES 15, 1-2, 1949, 19-24 pl. VL2; id., CNI 5, 
3-4, 1955, 23 pl. IILI; Ovadiah, Corpus, 81f. no. 70 a/b. 


846. Building inscription in the chapel of St. George, 5 c. 


Three-line mosaic inscription set in a rectangular panel defaced by fire. The lines are 
separated by rows of dark tesserae. The letters belong to the round alphabet. There are 
no abbreviation marks, as far as can be made out on the blackened surface on the pho- 
to. Lunate sigma and w-shaped omega. The photo shows the panel after restoration. 
Meas.: w ca. 60 cm. 


Findspot: Chapel on the upper slopes of Sheikh Bader (modern Giv‘at Ram, Binya- 
nei Ha-’Uma). The chapel has since disappeared. 
Pres. loc.: Rockefeller Museum, Jerusalem, IA A inv. no. 1949-1451 (not found). 


[cros] KEOOXTOYATIOYTE 
[LJPTIOYMNHZOGHTITOY 
[--]PIHIOSOPH3[--] 


App. crit.: l.1 (cross) Avi-Yonah and 
others;1.3 [avos (cross)] Avi Yonah 
and others; but according to the 
reconstructed mosaic, there is not 
enough space at the end for a cross. 





K(úpı)e 6 O(€0)¢ Tob &ylou 
T'e|[vo]pytou uv9o Ovx tod | [xa]oropopholavtos] 


O Lord God of St. Georgius, remember the donor. 


Comm.: The invocation in the inscription indicates that the chapel was dedicated 
to St. George; therefore Avi-Yonah identified the complex with the “gerontocomium 
with a martyrium of St. George” founded by Eudocia (Cyr. Scyth., Vita Jo. Hesych. 
4-5, ed. Schwartz 204). The inscription would thus be dated between Eudocia’s second 
arrival in Jerusalem in 441-444 and her death in 460: Holum 176f., 184-9, 192ff.; Cam- 
eron 258-64. Ovadiah dates the building to the beginning of the 6 c. without explana- 
tion. J.T. Milik concurred with Avi-Yonah’s identification and also suggested iden- 
tifying Eudocia’s foundation with “the church and monastery of St. George outside 
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the city”. However, this identification has been challenged: G. Barkay (Qadmoniot 17, 
1984, 96f.), identified “St. George outside David's Tower” with a complex he excavated 
at Ketef Hinnom. J. Perrot identified the chapel at Sheikh Bader with the oratory built 
by Cyril, priest and hegumen, a benefactor of the Nea in Jerusalem, whose epitaph, 
dated December 11, 566, adorns a mosaic pavement in Jericho (SEG 8, 315). Accord- 
ingly, Perrot dated the chapel of Sheikh Bader to the first quarter of the 6 c. However, 
it is more likely that the oratory of St. George built by Cyril and mentioned in his 
epitaph was near the spot where he was buried in Jericho. 


Bibl.: M. Avi-Yonah, BJPES 15, 1949, 19-24 pl. VL2 (ph.) (ed. pr.). - J. Perrot, Syria 27, 1950, 195f.; F. 
Halkin, AB 69, 1951, 68f. 72; M. Avi-Yonah, CNI 5, 1955, 23 pl. III,1; J. Milik, RB 67, 1960, 567f. no. 
47; id., MUSJ 30, 1960/61, 138-41 no. 1; Ovadiah, Corpus 81f. no. 70 a/b (Giv‘ath Ram); id., Corpus 
Suppl. 1, 222f. no. 25 (Ketef Hinnom); Ovadiah, MPI no. 118; M. Avi-Yonah, NEAEHL 2, 1993, 784; 
DGI 611ff. no. 208. - Cf. A. Cameron, YCIS 27, 1982, 217-89; K. Holum, Theodosian Empresses, 1982. 


Photo: IAA. 
LDS 


847. Ramat Rahel, fragment of a chancel screen? 


Fragment of a stone plaque broken on three sides; only the lower original edge is 
preserved. Remains of two lines of an inscription are visible. In both lines only one 
letter is fully preserved, the letter in the lower line being slightly smaller than the 
one in the preceding line. 


Findspot: Ramat Rahel, on a site of ruins formerly named Kh. Abu Bureik. 


--?]+E+[--] 
T«-] 


Comm.: The letter T in the last line should be the first of 
theline, since the surface ofthe stone preceding it is blank. 
This leads to the assumption that this shorter line was cen- 
tered. It is not clear how much of the previous line is miss- 
ing on the left. It might as well be that the partly preserved 
letter in front of E was the first one in this line. Since only 
the letters E and T are preserved, it is not absolutly sure 
whether the inscription was Greek or Latin. Greek, however, is far more likely. 
Bagatti thought the fragment to be part of a chancel screen. Indeed, other 
carved architectural fragments, a capital and a mosaic pavement, found at the site 
(see Schneider 231 with pl. IV,2) and attributed to the Byzantine period, point to 
the existence of a church there. Schneider identified it with the Kathisma Church 
for Maria Theotokos, midway between Jerusalem and Bethlehem, mentioned in 
late antique literary sources (Georgian calendar [Garitte, Calendrier 84, 108, 301, 
401]; Cyril of Scythopolis, Vita Theodosii, ed. Schwartz 236; Theodosius, De situ 
Terrae Sanctae 28, CCSL 175, 124). Since however, the Kathisma church meanwhile 





fig. 847 
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was identified with remains of a church discovered ca. 400 m southwest (see R. 
Avner, NEAEHL 5, 2008, 1831ff. with further literature at 1837), Schneider’s iden- 
tification of the alledged church at Ramat Rahel is outdated. 


Bibl.: B. Bagatti, Antichi villaggi cristiani della Giudea e del Neghev, 1983, 37 (ed. pr.). - A. 
Schneider, JPOS 14, 1934, 230f. pl. IV,1-2. 


Photo: A. Schneider, JPOS 14, 1934 pl. IV,2. 
DK/WE 


848. Mosaic pavement of a chapel in the neighborhood of Beit Safafa 


Remains of a chapel excavated in the 1950s at Kh. Sheibun, in the neighborhood 
of Beit Safafa, in the southwestern outskirts of Jerusalem. The structure consists of 
an underground vault with eight burial cubicles, and a chapel adjoining the north 
side of the vault, and perhaps built in a later stage. The entrance of the chapel was 
from the east; this orientation, and the annexed vault, indicate that it probably had 
a funerary function. The chapel, 7 m long and 8 m wide, was divided by columns 
into a nave (3.5 m wide) and two aisles. The nave was paved with a mosaic carpet of 
a plain geometrical pattern. After the excavation the site was covered again. 


The inscription is set in a tabula ansata at the western edge of the mosaic carpet. 
The lines of script are oriented to the west and arranged in reverse order, the bot- 
tom line being the first of the text. The text begins with a cross. The letters are oval; 
lunate sigma and w-shaped omega. The stem of the upsilon slants to the left. Twice 
(11.1, 3) vowels are left out, and once (1.4) the epsilon was written without the middle 
bar, therefore looking like a sigma. Abbreviations: H superscript over M for un(vi); 
xat abbreviated twice with a diagonal stroke through the lower leg of K, once with 
a small stigma attached to the lower leg. OY in ligature in 1.3. 

Meas.: w 230 cm. 


Findspot: Western end of the nave of the funerary chapel excavated at Beit Safafa in 1952. 
Pres. loc.: See findspot (covered). 





AIIAYZXOXZXTONIIOAABOTONENMHIOYNIOINAIAETOYZG 
MYZOZXAMOYHAOYKTONAYTOYAIPEPONTONKYIIEPAN 
OYTONATIONMAPTYPONYIIEPZOTHPIAXKANTIAH 

(cross) EFENETOTOIIANEPITNTH£ZANETLEPZEOXZTOYOIK 
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App. crit.: 14 HOAABOTON: moAvetéy, "elders" Landau; noAvBwrtwv or TloAuBotwv, “many 
feeding (parents)” or “Phygians from Polyboton" Avi-Yonah; <a>T0A<w>Twv, “deceased” 
Woodward in SEG 16; noAaB<t>dtwv, “long-lived” Lifshitz; moAaBo<y>dv for ToAUBonTHY Di 
Segni 1993; t<p>oAaBd<v>twv, “predeceased” Feissel. 


"Eyéveto TÒ Tay Epy<o>v Tijs dveyepoews TOU olx|ou THv dylwy uaprüpov UTEP 
copias x(at) àvcU |i eoe NapwourAou x(al) THv adtod di<a>hepdvTwv x(al) 
ntp aviatavo'e'ws THv TOA'U Botwy, év un(vt) Touviw ivd(ixttdvoc) (9^ £rouc co? 


The whole work of the erection of the house of the Holy Martyrs was accomplished 
for the salvation and succor of Samuel and his household, and for the rest of the 
many-feeding (benefactors?), in the month of June of the 14th indiction, year 6200. 


Comm.: Avi-Yonah interpreted the first digit of the date as a digamma, and read the 
figure 206, by the era of Diocletian, corresponding to 489/90 CE. June 490, however, 
falls two months short of the beginning of the 14th indiction. Ovadiah dated the mo- 
saic to 491. The oddly shaped digit is in fact a stigma preceded by a “tail” indicating 
the thousands. This figure appears on mosaic floors of the 8 c. in Israel (SEG 40, 1481; 
52, 1667) and Jordan (SEG 42, 1496; 44, 1410), dated by Christian eras of the creation. 
The year 6200, however, does not coincide with the 14th indiction, either by the Al- 
exandrine reckoning in use in Palestine or by the Byzantine in use east of the Jordan. 
It might perhaps be interpreted as a date according to the Georgian era, June 596 (Di 
Segni 1993), or to a creation era in which year 1 of the Nativity corresponded to 5500 of 
the world (June 701: Di Segni 1997). According to Bagatti (Judaea 24), the martyrs to 
whom the chapel was dedicated would be the forty soldiers of the legio XII Fulminata 
who suffered martyrdom by exposure in a frozen pond ca. 320, and whose relics were 
brought to Jerusalem in the 5 c. However, many dedications “to the martyrs” in general 
are known from inscriptions and papyri (Meimaris, Sacred Names 112f. nos. 612-27). 
It is even possible that the inscription referred to the dead buried in the adjoining and 
much earlier vault, whose real identity had been forgotten, and whose memory had 
come to be regarded as hallowed. The various corrections and explanations of the un- 
known term IIOAABOTON must now be reconsidered in the light of the appearance 
ofthe same term in an unpublished inscription, also pertaining to the Iberians (Geor- 
gians), as the present inscription seems to be. In no. 977 this vol., two members of the 
clergy of the Anastasis (deacons?) are described as ToA<vu>'"B ótwv, which in that con- 
text can only mean “many-feeding”, in the sense of charitable persons who fed many 
poor by their alms. If, as it seems, the same term appears here, all suggestions become 
invalid except that offered by Avi-Yonah, though not in the sense he suggested. 


Bibl.: J. Landau - M. Avi-Yonah, Alon 5-6, 1957, 40-3 pl. V,3 (ed. pr.). - S. Yeivin, AJA 59, 1955, 
166 pl. 53 figs. 24f.; SEG 16, 850; B. Lifshitz, ZDPV 78, 1962, 79f.; BE 1964, 522; SEG 20, 493; D. 
Feissel, BCH 100, 1976, 277-81; SEG 26, 1672; BE 1977, 541; Ovadiah, MPI no. 119; BE 1989, 998; 
Meimaris, Chron. Systems 317 no. 1; L. Di Segni, IEJ 43, 1993, 157-68; AE 1993, 1628; SEG 43, 
1059; BE 1994, 650; L. Di Segni, IEJ 47, 1997, 248-54; SEG 47, 2052; L. Di Segni, ARAM 15, 2003, 
247; SEG 53, 1835. - On the site, cf. M. Avi-Yonah, CNI 5,3-4, 1955, 23f. Israel Department of 
Antiquities and Museums ed., List of Archaeological Sites, 1964, par. 105 (Hebr); M. Avi-Yonah, 
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EAEHL 2, 1976, 621; id., NEAEHL 2, 1993, 784; TIR 229, s.v. Kh. Sheibun; Kloner, Survey of 
Jerusalem, 2000, 33*f.(e), 34(h) no. 48; Bagatti, Judaea 2; J. Moralee, For Salvation’s Sake, 2004, 
171f. no. 319; A. Kloner - B. Zissu, NEAEHL 5, 2008, 1822-5. 


Photo: S. Yeivin, AJA 59, 1955, pl. 53 fig.25. 
LDS 


849.-853. Church of St. John the Baptist and Church 
of the Visitation, ‘Ein Kerem 


Two adjoining chapels of the Byzantine period were uncovered under the medi- 
eval church of St. John the Baptist at ‘Ein Kerem (Saller 117-35). The chapel to the 
north is larger, and has a small apse partly hewn in the rock of the hillside and 
partly built. Within the apse are two trough graves open in the rocky floor, at a 
level lower than the pavement of the bema in front of the apse. Apparently they 
were originally in a rock-cut chamber, which was reshaped to form the apse of 
the chapel (Bagatti 1940, 282, 292; Saller 72). Several rock-cut burial chambers 
and rock-sunk graves were discovered at the site, some of the Herodian period, 
others of the Roman-Byzantine period. The pre-medieval sources that mention 
the “House of Elizabeth”, where John the Baptist was born, probably refer to this 
church, as the traditions attaching the Visitation of Mary and St. Elizabeth’s hid- 
ing place from Herod’s soldiers to various spots in and around the village of ‘Ein 
Kerem, only appear in the medieval period. The church dedicated to St. John was 
erected in the 10-11 c. over the remains of the Byzantine period (Saller 127-30). 
Crusader and later elements were added to the church. On the other hand, it is 
possible that older elements were utilized in the pre-Crusader building. The date 
of this phase is fixed to the 10-11 c. by comparison with other churches com- 
monly ascribed to the same period, especially the Church of the Cross in the Val- 
ley of the Cross (Jerusalem), which has a similar plan. Some scholars, however, 
suggested moving back the erection of the Church of the Cross to the 7 c. (Bagatti 
- Alliata 280). Inscriptions nos. 849 and 974 belong with the Byzantine remains; 
no. 850 probably to the early medieval phase. 

The church commemorating Mary’s visit to Elizabeth (Lk 1,39-56) was built in the 
12 c. above a subterranean system of caves and cisterns of the Byzantine period. 
Inscriptions nos. 851, 852 and 853 were found in the underground Byzantine level, 
the last two together. Various artefacts were also discovered in the same spot: nos. 
1058 (a jar with painted inscription), 1081 (a polycandelon). These finds seem to 
point to the existence of a cult here centuries before the erection of the church. If 
one of the caves was already a holy place associated with the mother of the Baptist, 
two 6c. eulogiae featuring the hiding of St. Elizabeth with baby John (see App. 39*) 
may perhaps be linked to this site. (LDS) 


Bibl.: Meistermann, Guida 434-42; Saller, Discoveries 117-38, 158-71; Baldi, Enchiridion 44-81 
nos. 43-88; Ovadiah, Corpus 94-98 nos. 85-87; D. Pringle, in: J. Folda ed., Crusader Art in the 
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Twelfth Century, 1982, 26; B. Bagatti - E. Alliata, SBF 36, 1986, 277-96; Ovadiah, MPI 76-80; 
TIR 82, s.v. Beth ha-Kerem 2; Bagatti, Judaea 18-21; Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2003, 128*f.(e), 
125(h) nos. 155, 157; S. Gibson, The Cave of John the Baptist, 2004, 17-43. 


849. Acclamation addressed to martyrs, in mosaic floor of chapel 


Greek inscription consisting of four lines in black tesserae on a white background; 
a double row of red tesserae separates each line from the next. The text is enclosed 
within a lozenge-shaped frame in black and white, the central element ofa colorful 
mosaic decorating what appears to have been the bema of a chapel erected in front 
of a rock-cut tomb. A rectangular panel, 199x104 cm, is surrounded by a floral 
border and encloses a lozenge divided into 9 smaller lozenges filled with geometric 
motifs. Birds and flowers occupy the four corners of the rectangle. The letters be- 
long to the square alphabet. 


Findspot: The apse in the Byzantine Chapel of the Martyrs, located under the por- 
tico of the church of St. John at ‘Ein Kerem. 
Pres. loc.: See findspot. 


XAI 

PEXOEOY 

MAPTY js 

PEX e "EM oeann sep so 
"C, - LI 7 P grass 1j Lo 


Xal|pecbe O(s0)0 | udptulpes 
Hail, martyrs of God. 


Comm.: The mosaic floor of the north- 
ern chapel, called “Chapel of the Mar- 
tyrs" because of the inscription, was fig. 849 
dated to the 5 c., or to the first half of the 

6 c., on stylistic grounds (Bagatti 1940, 290f.; Saller 139-57); Germer-Durand dated 
the mosaic to the 7 c., Avi-Yonah to the 6 c; Rina Talgam supports a date in the 5 
c. (oral communication). The shape of the letters agrees with a date in the 5 c. The 
"martyrs" were variously identified: as the Innocents killed by Herod (Mt 2,16); as 
Sabaite monks slain by the Samaritans during the revolt of 529/530, or later by the 
Saracens; as St. John Baptist and his father St. Zachariah. A general veneration of 
martyrs unconnected with local history is also possible (Meistermann 1904, 203-8; 
id., Guida 437; Avi-Yonah 158; F.-M. Abel, Géographie de la Palestine 2, 1938, 206; 
Bagatti 1940, 292; Saller 131-4; F. Halkin, Analecta Bollandiana 69, 1951, 70). 





Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, RB 2, 1893, 212 (ed. pr.). - B. Meistermann, La patrie de Saint Jean- 
Baptiste, 1904, 178-208 at 190, 199f. fig. 11; M. Avi-Yonah, QDAP 2, 1932, 157f. no. 71; H. Lecler- 
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cq, DACL 13,1, 1937, 747-902 at 854; SEG 8, 229; B. Bagatti, RAC 17, 1940, 279-92 at 282f.; Ova- 
diah, MPI no. 116. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 
LDS 


850. Building inscription 


Lintel of a door with round letters deeply engraved, reused in the western façade of 
St. John’s Church, opening north of the entrance portico of the church. The lintel 
is badly worn and damaged. 

Meas.: letters 7-8 cm. 


Findspot: ‘Ein Kerem, on the western façade of St. John’s Church. 
Pres. loc.: See findspot. 


(cross) AYAH[--] 
[--JEP[--] 


AvAy [--|--]EP[--] 










Hall of... 

j^ pt ot LET 
Comm.: Bagatti - Alliata ' m m yt hos A So 
reached the conclusion wo Vy. ee ER PEUT add 
that a large part of the fig. 850.1 


western facade, includ- 
ing the two doors open- 
ing north and south of 
the portico, goes back to 
the pre-Crusader phase. 
The lintel of the northern 
entrance, with the Greek 
inscription, may belong to 
the 10-11 c., but the shape 
of the few surviving let- 
ters suggests an earlier i 
date. Conceivably the lin- fig. 850.2 
tel was reused, or possibly 

the date of the church itself may have to be revised. For the dating to the 10-11 c., 
see Pringle. For avAy in the sense of chapel or church, see for instance: Waddington 
nos. 1997, 2053b; IGLS 4, 1825; IGLS 21,2, 156. 
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Bibl.: B. Bagatti - E. Alliata, SBF 38, 1986, 282 pl. 14 fig. 8-9; SEG 36, 1323. 


Photo: B. Bagatti - E. Alliata, SBF 36, 1986 pl. 14 figs. 8-9 (ph. and dr.). 
LDS 


851. Graffito on the plastered ceiling of a natural cave 


Letters incised in plaster covering the walls of a natural cave at the bottom of the 
crypt in the Church of the Visitation. It predates the church. The natural rock of 
the cave was covered with regular courses of ashlars which were coated with plas- 
ter. A cornice runs along the walls, 68 cm above the floor, and marks the spring of 
the vault. The letters were incised when the plaster was still fresh, in the 5th course 
above the cornice, at almost the highest point of the vault. On the plaster in the 
lower courses, several crosses 5-6 cm high were also incised. 

Meas.: letters 1.5 cm. 


Findspot: Cave (A) at the end of the crypt in the Church of the Visitation, “Ein 
Kerem (Bagatti, Santuario fig. 16). 
Pres. loc.: See findspot. 


[--J AIONT[--] 
[-- ? cic] aidv[a?] 
... for eternity (2). 


Comm.: Bagatti (89-97) dated a 
water-collection system at the back 
of the cave to an early period, pos- 
sibly Hellenistic, and the work in 
the cave to the Byzantine period (5 or 6 c.). The surviving letters may be part of a 
quotation from the Bible, one of many containing the formula £c aidivos, eic (tov) 
aidva (tot aidvos), eic (Tovs) aimvas (rv aiwvwy), "per omnia saecula saeculorum", 
or the like, or ofa liturgical invocation of the same type. 





fig. 851 


Bibl.: Bagatti, Santuario 49, 94f. pl. 10 fig. 19. 


Photo: Bagatti, Santuario pl. 10 fig. 19. 
LDS 


852. Fragments of marble reliquary 


Two fragments of a marble reliquary. The first is part of the upper rim and bears 
three letters and traces of another at the beginning. The second is also possibly a 
fragment of the upper rim, in which case the broken letter must be read as an upsilon. 
Meas.: letters 2 cm. 
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Findspot: ‘Ein Kerem, in the filling, stratum 
b, of cistern M (Bagatti, Santuario fig. 16). 


(a) [--J ATIO[--] 
(b) [--TE-] 


App. crit.: (a) ayiw Bagatti. 





(a) [--] ayle[v-- ?] 
(b) [--IY[--] 


(a) ... of the saints ... 


Comm.: Cistern M was still in use in later times, 
but stratum b was found to contain Byzantine pot- 
tery (see no. 1081, a-c) and lamps, as well as colored 
mosaic tesserae and marble elements of ecclesiastical 
furniture (see no. 853). For the dating of the cistern 
and stratum, see Bagatti 70f. 





Bibl.: Bagatti, Santuario 76 pl. 22 figs. 46,1-2. 
Photo: Bagatti, Santuario pl.22 fig. 46. fig. 852.2 (b) 


LDS 


853. Greek graffito(?) engraved on a chancel pillar 


Marble pillar from a chancel screen, broken at the lower end. Letters are shallowly 
incised with a fine point in the crenellations. Nothing can be made out from the 
photograph and the squeeze provided by Bagatti. 


Findspot: ‘Ein Kerem, found in the fill, stratum b, of cistern M. 








fig. 853.1 
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THIMOMOZHBA+OYZBOEMOYAOY++EBAESA ABH[--] 


Tos / TOR EA 


FHTVEND ZHE ARS" OY CR OEMS Y A*Y HECAACCAAR Hs. 


b 


fig. 853.2 
Comm.: For the dating of the cistern and stratum, see Bagatti 70f. 
Bibl.: Bagatti, Santuario 76 pl. 20-21, 43-45 (ed. pr.). 
Photo: Bagatti, Santuario pl. 21 figs. 44-45 (ph. and dr.). 
LDS 


854. Building inscription in a mosaic floor, hillside at 'Ein el-Jedide 


Remains of a monastic complex on the hillside at ‘Ein el-Jedide, above the village 
of el-Jora (today Moshav Orah), 1.5 km southwest of 'Ein Kerem. The western side 
of the building is obliterated by masses of rock fallen from the overhanging slopes. 
A central courtyard, paved in the centre with a coarse white mosaic and all around 
with flagstones (mostly robbed in antiquity), is surrounded on all sides by walls 
and rooms, only partly excavated. The southern part of the courtyard was cut by 
the erection of a small chapel and anteroom. In front of the chapel is a mosaic in- 
scription. A fragment of stone, apparently a tetrarchic boundary stone (no. 772), 
was discovered in the winepress attached to the monastery. 


A rectangular panel occupies the middle of the mosaic floor of the courtyard, just in 
front ofthe entrance to the chapel. The panel contains an inscription of five lines, ori- 
ented to the east. The quality of the mosaic within the panel is much finer than the sur- 
rounding pavement, and the characters within the double frame are carefully formed. 
The letters are traced in black tesserae on a white background and have ornamental 
curls and knots. The text starts with a sprig. Lunate sigma and w-shaped omega. 
Meas.: h 88 cm, w 2.03 m. 


Findspot: Monastery at ‘Ein el-Jedide, panel in the middle of the mosaic pavement 
of a courtyard, in front of the entrance of the later chapel. 
Pres. loc.: Rockefeller Museum, Jerusalem, IAA inv. no. 1936-2156 (not found). 


(sprig) YHIEPEOTHPIAXKAIANTIQ[--] 
[--INOZIONITATEPONHMONA[--] 
[--INIOYTONIPES[--JONK[--] 
A[--JONOYKAION[--] 

[--| TAEVIONO[--] 
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App. crit.: 1.4 Hamilton saw part of the initial A and remains of the letters OYK. 11.4-5 
[ytyvaoxet 6 xvptos | Tà óvópa]va all editors; perhaps 1.5 ended with [ux(vl) -- iv8(occt&voc) --]. 


"Yn&p cwtypias xal avti[Ajupews | vG]v dciwy matépwv Yu Gv Al -- xal | -- ]viou 
2 r 


t&v mpec[Bucép]ov xfa --] | S[x]óvou xal àv [ó K(üpto)c yryvaoxet tà | óvóua]va 


epipadly --] 


For the salvation and succor of our saintly fathers A... and ...nius the priests and of 
... the deacon, and of all those whose names the Lord knows, (this place) was paved 
with mosaic ... 


Comm.: The shape of the letters suggests the last quarter of the 6 c. (cf. J. Russel, in: 
M. Piccirillo - E. Alliata eds., The Madaba Map Centenary, 1999, 128f.). Only Byz- 
antine pottery was uncovered in the excavation. The place was apparently aban- 
doned early in the Islamic period. The formula àv (6) Küptoc ywwwoxet TÅ óvóuaxa 
is common in texts recording offerings to a cult place (church or synagogue), such 
as "offering of those whose names the Lord knows", in invocations for benefac- 
tors “whose names the Lord knows", or in the second person “whose names Thou 
knowest". The inscription suggests an ecclesiastical background, and the presence 
ofa winepress in one of the rooms north of the courtyard, as well as a large cistern 
below it, may indicate that this was a monastery. 


Bibl.: R. Hamilton, QDAP 4, 1935, 111-7 at 111f. pl. LXV,2 (ed. pr.). - M. Avi-Yonah, QDAP 4, 
1935, 187 no. 363; SEG 8, 232. - Examples of the formula “whose names the Lord knows”: J. 
Germer-Durand, RB 2, 1893, 211 (Bethlehem); L. Vincent, RB 12, 1903, 611 no. 15 (Ascalon); A. 
Alt, ZDPV 46, 1923, 57f. no. 3 (Beersheba); C. Welles, in: C. Kraeling ed., Gerasa, 1938, 481 no. 
309; SEG 16, 826 (Hippos); IGLS 21,2, 97, 135 (Mt. Nebo, Madaba); SEG 37, 1532 (Beth Shean, 
synagogue), 1567, 1597 (Umm er-Rasas); SEG 38, 1648 (Wadi Kelt); R. Reich, ESI 10, 1991, 25 
(Jerusalem); SEG 42, 1488 (Umm er-Rasas); Lehmann - Holum no. 134 (Caesarea). See also G. 
Foerster, Cathedra 19, 1981, 12-40 (Hebr.); J. Moralee, For Salvation’s Sake, 2004, 171 no. 316; R. 
Haensch, KJ. 43, 2010, 289ff. - On the site, cf., C. Kopp, Grabungen und Forschungen im Hei- 
ligen Land 1867/1938, 1939, 147; Bagatti, Santuario 15; Ovadiah, Corpus 54f. no. 44; R. Cohen, 
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NEAEHL 3, 1993, 1068; TIR 116, s.v. ‘Ein el-Jedide’; Bagatti, Judaea 21ff.; E. Baruch, HA-ESI 113, 
2001, 94*f. (e), 140f. (h). 


Photo: R. Hamilton, QDAP 4, 1935 pl. LXV fig. 2. 
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855.-856. A chapel near Moza on the Jerusalem-Nicopolis (Emmaus) road 


The village of Moza is located west of Jerusalem, on the Jerusalem-Nicopolis (Em- 
maus) road. The settlement began near the spring that gave its name to the site 
(Hebrew: Moza, "spring"). Its Hellenized name, Emmaus, also originated from the 
presence of hot springs there. After the Great Revolt of 66-70 Vespasian established 
a settlement of Roman veterans there (Jos. BJ 7,217), from which a new toponym 
derived, Colonia, which is preserved in the Arab name Qaluniya. A Roman bridge 
spanned the stream. The springs were an important source of water for Jerusalem 
in the Byzantine period (Cyril of Scythopolis, Vita Sabae 67, ed. Schwartz 167f.). A 
three-nave basilica was excavated by D. Baramki in 1942 along the Jerusalem-Tel 
Aviv road near the bridge of Lower Moza, southwest of the road. Baramki uncov- 
ered a chapel attached to the northern side of the church and part of the narthex, 
as well as four rooms, in one of which a wine press had been installed in a late 
phase of the complex. Two Greek inscriptions (nos. 855, 856) were uncovered in 
the mosaic pavement of the chapel, which Baramki lifted and brought to the Rock- 
efeller Museum, but the excavation was not published. The data are found in the 
British Mandate file (no. 151), together with photographs of the inscriptions, later 
published by Bagatti together with the measurements and an Italian translation. A 
further excavation was carried out by Y. Leibovitch in 1951, uncovering additional 
parts of the Byzantine complex, and again by G. Bacchi in 1964, when the road was 
widened. Bacchi uncovered the narthex, part of the nave and ofthe southern aisle, 
with a burial vault underneath; the apse and other parts ofthe complex were under 
the road and could not be explored. In Bacchi's report, no mention is made of the 
northern part ofthe church or of the chapel. In most references the complex is de- 
scribed as a monastery, but there is nothing in the uncovered data to corroborate 
this view. The inscriptions in the chapel make no mention of an abbot, who was 
the sole authority in a monastery and would probably have been named, had the 
chapel belonged to a monastery. Rooms can be attached to a church for the use of 
the priest, and even an oil or wine press is not evidence that the church belonged 
to a monastery: such agricultural installations may have belonged to the village, or 
privately to the priest. Ca. 200 m southeast of the bridge, Schick excavated a hypo- 
gaean tomb of the early Byzantine period, with frescoes and inscriptions (no. 976) 
on the walls and ceiling. (LDS) 
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855. Inscription in mosaic floor of chapel 


Mosaic inscription consisting of three lines within a tabula ansata, in red tesserae. 
The lines are separated by rows of red tesserae. The letters are traced in black tes- 
serae and belong to the round alphabet; OY in ligature. Lunate sigma, w-shaped 
omega. Stigma used as abbreviation mark at the end of 1.3. 
Meas.: h 33 cm, w 113 cm; letters 8 cm. 
Pres. loc.: Rockefeller Museum, Jerusalem, IAA inv. no. 1947-5532/1. Autopsy: June 17, 2008 
(LDS); 3 October 2009 (Walter Ameling, WE). 

7 em m 





YIIEPMNHMHPXKAIA 
NAIIAYXEOZKYPIKOY 
TOYAIAKONOYKAIMA PIf 


App. crit.: Kupt(a)xot dtaxdvou xal Mapias Fischer et al. 
‘Yrep uvhuns xai dlvatavocews Kupixot | tot diaxdvou xai Mapi(ac) 
For the memory and rest of Cyricus the deacon and Maria. 


Comm.: There is no need to correct the name Kupixóc to Kupiaxóc: both are legiti- 
mate forms. 


Bibl.: Meimaris, Sacred Names 173 no. 874 (ed. pr). - Ovadiah, MPI no. 191; Fischer - Isaac - Roll, 
Roads II 222-9 at 229 no. 5; Bagatti, Samaria 170ff. pl. 50,2; SEG 46, 2020,2. - Cf. C. Schick, PEQ 19, 
1887, 51-5; J. Leibovitch, Alon 5/6, 1957, 25 (Hebr); G. Bacchi, HA 13, 1965, 8ff. (Hebr.); Ovadiah, 
Corpus 139f. no. 142; E. Eisenberg, RB 82, 1975, 587; Ovadiah, Corpus Suppl. 2, 157 no. 44; TIR 105, 
s.v. Colonia, Emmaus, Moza; Z. Greenhut - A. De Groot, Salvage Excavations at Tel Moza, 2009. 
Photo: IAA. 
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856. Inscription in mosaic floor of chapel 


Mosaic pavement with inscription consisting of three lines within a tabula ansata, 
traced in red tesserae. The lines are separated by rows of red tesserae. The text opens 
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with a sprig. The letters are traced in black tesserae and belong to the round alphabet. 
Lunate sigma, w-shaped omega. Omicron and theta have a pointed top. Ligature of 
NH and HM in 1.1, and of OY in11.2-3. Stigma used thrice as abbreviation mark in 1.3. 


Meas.: h 45, w 338 cm; letters 11 cm. 
Pres. loc.: Rockefeller Museum, Jerusalem, IAA inv. no. 1947-5532. Autopsy: June 17, 2008 


(LDS); 3 October 2009 (Walter Ameling, WE). 
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(sprig) YIIEPZOTHPIAZXKAIHPINHZAIAMONHXKAIANTIAHM 
YEOZXBAZZOYAPXIAIAKONOYKAIIIETPOYKOMITOXKAI 
KYPIAKOYIIPEXBYTfKAIOEOAOPAXK/MAPIAXZTONQGOIAOXPf 


App. crit.: diawovijs SEG; avttAy ews Fischer et al., SEG; 1.3 Oeodwpas Fischer et al., SEG. 


"Ynép cwrnplas xal noivys diauovys xal avtiAjulpews Bácocov apyidtaxdvov xai 
Tlétpov xdurtog xai | Kuptaxot mpecBut(épou) xal Oeoddpas x(al) Mapíac tov 
biroxp(iotwv) 


For the salvation and enduring peace and succor of Bassus archdeacon and of 
Count Petrus and of Cyriacus priest and of Christ-loving Theodora and Maria. 


Comm.: The date assigned to the church by the excavators was 5-6 c., but the use 
of a drop-shaped omicron and theta points to a date not earlier than 540 CE. SEG 
has dtayovis, noun, and Bagatti's translation shows that he, too, took this for a 
noun; but Fischer et al. read diaudvns, as an adjective. The order of the persons 
mentioned in the inscription is surprising: first an archdeacon, then a comes, then 
a priest. While the comes, if he was an important benefactor of the church, could 
well come first, normally an archdeacon should come after his senior in the eccle- 
siastical hierarchy, the priest. The inverted order raises the question whether the 
archdeacon might have been a representative of the archbishop of Jerusalem - a 
visitor (nepioðeutTýs) or a steward (oixovóuoç) - who supervised the construction of 
the church of which Cyriacus the priest was in charge. 


Bibl.: Fischer - Isaac - Roll, Roads II 229 no. 4 (ed. pr.). - Y. Leibovitch, Alon 5/6, 1957, 25 (Hebr); 
G. Bacchi, HA 13, 1965, 8ff. (Hebr.); Ovadiah, Corpus 139f. no. 142; E. Eisenberg, RB 82, 1975, 
587; Ovadiah, Corpus Suppl. 2, 157 no. 44; id., MPI no. 190; SEG 46, 2020,1; Bagatti, Samaria 
171f. pls. 50,3, 51,1-3 (phs.). 


Photo: Bagatti, Samaria pl. 51,1-3. 
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857. Fragment of reliquary from a monastic complex at Kh. Messani 


A 6 c. monastic complex was surveyed and excavated at Kh. Messani (H. Mizna) 
in the suburbs of northwest Jerusalem, in the Ramot Park area, not far to the west 
of the ancient Jerusalem-Neapolis road. It is partly hewn in the rock, partly built 
into quarries of the Second Temple period, and includes a church, a chapel, adjoin- 
ing rooms, cisterns and reservoirs, the whole enclosed by a wall. Abel, followed by 
Garitte and Milik, identified it with the “New Saint Zechariah” founded by the 
priest Zebinas at the second milestone from Jerusalem. Contra Verhelst, who lo- 
cates this church at Bethany. 


Fragment of a limestone box with some incised Greek letters. 


Findspot: In a side room of the church. 


Pres. loc.: IAA. 


HAHONA 
"EXavova 
Eleona. 


Comm.: Eleona is the name of the 
church built by Constantine over the 
cave where Jesus taught his disciples, fig. 857 
and where the Ascension was also com- 

memorated, before the erection of the Ascension Church (Acts 1,3; cf. Eusebius, 
Demonstratio Evangelica 6,18; Vita Constantini 3,43; It. Burd. 595 and many other 
sources. Cf. J. Wilkinson, Egeria’s Travels to the Holy Land, 2nd ed. 1981, 49ff.). 
The reliquary may have contained earth or a stone from the cave. 





Bibl.: G. Mazor, Atiqot 40, 2000, 17*-23* at 22* (Hebr.) 159 (E.S.) (ed. pr.). - SEG 50, 1504; BE 
2003, 593; Feissel, Chroniques 233 no. 744. - On the site, cf. F.-M. Abel, RB 33, 1924, 617 no. 31; 
A. Schneider, OC 30, 1933, 159f.; Garitte, Calendrier 246f.; J. Milik, RB 67, 1960, 570 no. 52; Ova- 
diah, Corpus 20 no. 7; G. Mazor, ESI 3, 1984, 56; TIR 184 s.v.; Bagatti, Samaria 105f.; S. Verhelst, 
Proche-Orient Chrétien 54, 2004, 54 no. 57. 


Photo: G. Mazor, Atiqot 40, 2000, 22* fig. 10 (dr.). 
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Inscriptions with no provenance 


858. Lintel with building inscription, 6 c. 


The inscription consists of four lines carved on a lintel of reddish sandstone deco- 
rated with a round medallion enclosing a cross with trefoils between its arms. The 
lintel is broken on the right and left ends, but apparently intact along the upper and 
lower edges. Oval letters; lunate sigma and w-shaped omega; ligature of omicron- 
upsilon for the diphthong in two out of three cases. 

Meas.: h 49.5, w 91.4, d 20 cm. 


Findspot: First copied (1862) in secondary use, upside down in the wall of a house 
in Haret el-Wad (Valley Street, Rehov ha-Gay), near the corner of Suq Bab es-Silsile 
(Rehov ha-Shalshelet, Street of the Chain); lost after the demolition of the house, 
rediscovered ca. 1906 in the wall of an outbuilding in the garden ofthe Khaldi fam- 
ily, near the hospital of the London Jews Society (now the Anglican School in the 
Street of the Prophets - Rehov ha-Nevi'im: see Y. Ben-Arieh, Jerusalem in the 19th 
Century II 1986, 319-24). 

Pres. loc.: A squeeze sent by Macalister to the PEF archive; a photo and squeeze made by Fr. 
Prosper in 1907 and sent to Clermont-Ganneau (in Paris). 


— NHTHZ @E[--] $INHTHC /zg TN OE ayn 
--]IOYIOANNOY A[--] Á f IZ WA Mi 
--JOOIAXTON T[--] 7 NG WANN 5 A peaa TE b 


--JQANNOY A[--] 7 


4 = 
App. crit.: In 1.1 part of the let- E od | AC TNE \ 7 E 
ter preceding N is preserved;it — ^ Q9) A N N ors 


can be O, or O; ['Yrép ulvjuns 
| [roð &y]tou Iwavvo | [xai THs fig. 858 
Llodias tov | [obcov Iodvvov] || 

e[oAóyov[--] Germer-Durand; [Extic6y Y, wolvy tis Oe[ovóxou mapO£vou | xai Tot &y]tou Iwavvou 
dlià --|-- EJopias, tov «[--|-- T]a&vvou xal --] Clermont-Ganneau, followed by all other eds.; 1.4 
the first letter after the cross A Germer-Durand, A Macalister, who made a squeeze. 


[ 
[ 
[ 
[ 





[M]ov} ts Oe[oróxov x(ai) | Tob &y]iou Iwdvvov d[td --| x(a1) Djodias tov v[éxvov 
tot ua |xap(tov) T]wavvou à[veyepOeica (?)] 


Monastery of the Mother of God and of Saint John, established by ... and by Sophia, 
the children of the blessed Ioannes. 


Comm.: Germer-Durand read the inscription as arranged in two columns on both 
sides of the medallion and restored the first part accordingly, but Clermont-Gan- 
neau saw the text as set in four long lines separated in the middle by the cross, as 
common on lintels. He restored the first two lines, leaving the others open and 
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possibly referring to a benefactress, Sophia. He also read another name, Ioannes. 
His suggestion was accepted by all subsequent scholars, including Vincent and 
Abel. The latter rejected any connection between this text and the church of St. So- 
phia near the Lithostratos (Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 3, 575f. n. 8; for this 
church, see J. Milik, RB 67, 1960/61, 362f. no. 13). Clermont-Ganneau's reconstruc- 
tion of 1.1 requires long lines, with about 16 letters on each side of the medallion. 
To allow this the lintel should have been more than double its present length, about 
2 m. This would imply a monumental entrance. The reading offered here could be 
engraved on a somewhat smaller lintel about 150 cm long. Cf. no. 859. 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 584 no. 46 (facs.); Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, CRAI 1903, 481 
no. 5 (=id., RAO 6, 1905, 184 no. 5) (edd. prr.). - Krafft, Topographie pl. 1,7; Tobler, Topographie 
I 201 (facs. from Krafft); E. Robinson, Later Biblical Researches in Palestine and the Adjacent 
Regions, 1856, 187; de Vogüé, Temple 135 pl. XXXVIL8; Waddington no. 1903; Ch. Clermont- 
Ganneau, Athenaeum 2654, 1878, 314; id., RA 35, 1878, 399; Warren - Conder, SWP Jerusalem 
425 no. 17 (dr.); R. Macalister, PEQ 39, 1907, 234f. no. 1 (facs.); RB 16, 1907, 636f.; P. Thomsen, 
ZDPV MN 14, 1908, 42; Thomsen I no. 15; Abel, DACL 2358; H. Leclercq, DACL 13,1, 1937, 853; 
Thomsen II no. 15; F. Halkin, Analecta Bollandiana 69, 1951, 70; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 351f. 


Photo: M. de Vogüé, Le Temple de Jérusalem, 1864 pl. XXXVIL8. 
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859. Lintel with building inscription 


Lintel bearing a four-line Greek inscription within a tabula ansata. The surface of 
the stone is weathered. The letters belong to the oval alphabet, lunate sigma and 
w-shaped omega. 

Meas.: h 42 cm, w 150 cm. 


Findspot: In secondary use on the northern side ofthe gate tower of Herod's Gate (Bab 


ez-Zahara, The Flowers' Gate), near the eastern corner, about 4.5 m from the ground. 
Pres. loc.: See findspot. 





fig. 859.1 


(cross) FEPOKOMIONT'YNEKON 
'"TAIIINONZYXTAOENAIATHX 
ATIAXTHZOEOTOKOYYIIOIO 
ANNOYKBEPINHZBYZANTION 
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App. crit.:l. 2 cu(v)otabév Germer-Durand. 


Tepoxoptov yuv'arxdy | tan'ervav ovotader did tH | &ylac THs Oeotdxov omo 
"Io |&vvov x(al) Bepivys Bulavtiwy 


Home for elderly, poor women, established through the holy (church) of the Mother 
of God by Ioannes and Verina from Byzantium. 











px » r e. 4 
PEPOKOMIONTYNEKWN 
t A 4 a 
TANINGNCYC TA OENAIATHC 


AMACTHC GEOTOKOYYMO LW 
ANNOY IKBEPINHCBYZANTIUN 


Comm.: In spite of the 
weathered condition of 
the stone, the reading is 
quite certain. Both Ger- 
mer-Durand and Abel 
understood the phrase fig. 859.2 
introduced by dtd as “in 

the name of the holy Mother of God”, and Clermont-Ganneau translated “under 
the invocation of the holy Mother of God”, expressing some uncertainty concern- 
ing the construction, both regarding the use of dtd and the repetition of the article. 
He offered a tentative suggestion, that the expression implied that the place was a 
dependency of some sanctuary of the Virgin, possibly the Church of the Theotokos 
called “Nea”. Thomsen adopted this interpretation. J. Milik (MUSJ) also accepted 
the interpretation that this almshouse was dependent upon a church of the Virgin, 
but preferred to identify the latter with the church dedicated to the Virgin near the 
Probatica Pool, which is mentioned by pilgrims from the early 6 c. to the late 9 c. 


Bibl.: C. Conder, PEQ 13, 1881, 197, 272f. (ed. pr.). - F. de Saulcy, Voyage en Terre Sainte II, 1865, 
151f.; Warren - Conder, SWP Jerusalem 424 no. 9 (dr); J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 583 no. 
45 (dr.); Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 246ff. (dr.); Thomsen I no. 9; H. Leclercq, DACL 6,2, 1925, 
2759 fig. 5754; Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 4, 920; Abel, DACL 2357; H. Leclercq, DACL 
13,1, 1937, 840 fig. 9470; Thomsen II no. 9; J. Milik, MUSJ 37, 1960/61, 150; BE 1963, 286; K. 
Mentzou-Meimaris, Byzantina 11, 1982, 286 (Greek); Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 370f.; B. Isaac, 
in: Tsafrir - Safrai, History 383f. fig. 1 (Hebr.). - On the Church ofthe Virgin near the Probatica 
Pool, cf. Baldi, Enchiridion 722-5 nos. 987-95; J. Milik, RB 67, 1960, 363 no. 15; Ovadiah, Corpus 
Suppl. 1, 223f. no. 26 (207); see bibl. no. 709. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer; Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 247 (dr.). 
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860. Building inscription from a church of St. Thomas, 524-552 CE 


The inscription carved in a wooden board was discovered in two fragments. One 
(a) was found in a storeroom of the Al-Aqsa mosque, the other (b) was discovered 
during repairs, nailed to a roof beam. A wedge at the left end of fragment (b) indi- 
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cates that this part was joined to another board on the left. The top and the bottom 
of the board are cut straight and smoothed, so apparently the inscription has only 
two lines. The letters are carefully cut and belong to the oval alphabet. Omicron 
is slightly pointed; lunate sigma and w-shaped omega. No abbreviation marks are 
used. The wood used was cedar of Lebanon. The arrangement of fragments shown 
on the photo of the IAA (fig. 3) with fragment (a) attached to right side of fragment 
(b) has to be considered erroneous, since it seems impossible to establish a mean- 
ingful text in this combination. 

Meas.: Fragment (a): h 9, w 97 cm (broken at both ends); fragment (b): h 24, w 240 cm. 


Findspot: Al-Aqsa Mosque, Temple Mount. 
Pres. loc.: Rockefeller Museum, Jerusalem, inv. no. M-22. Autopsy: 11 June 2006 (WE); 28 July 
2010 (LDS). 





fig. 860.2 (b) 


(b) [.-IIIIZKOIIOYKAITIATPIAPXOYIIETPOYK AITOYOGEOÓO!IAR[--] 
[--JOYOIIAXOIKOXOYTO[.]OYATIOYOOMAEKOEMEAI]--] 


(a) and (b) [Emi to] dowwtadtovu [Gpyte]ntoxómov xal rravpitpxov TIévpou xal roO 
BeodtAc[atadtou --| ? mpeaButépou xal oixovdplou 6 més oixoc obTo[s v]oO &ylou 
Ownud éx Genert[wy exticby --] 





fig. 860.3 (a) and (b), see description 


In the time of (our?) most saintly archbishop and patriarch Petrus and of the most 
God-loving priest and church-steward(?) ..., this whole house of Saint Thomas was 
erected from the foundations ... 


Comm.: Avi-Yonah suggested the missing name (Iwdavvov?) at the end of 1.1 and 
his titles, [toecButépou xai oixovdulou, at the beginning of 1.2; ¿rovg at the end; but 
the mention of a specific year is unlikely, as Jerusalem had no era of its own. Milik 
assumed a gap of about 20 letters at the beginning of 1.2, into which a name of ca. 
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9 letters and the title [mpecBurtépov can fit. ‘Octwtdtov may have been followed by 
nudy. Peter was patriarch of Jerusalem between 524 and 552. Avi-Yonah suggested 
that the building of St. Thomas may have been connected with the flow of imperial 
funds to Palestine after St. Sabas’ journey to Constantinople in 531 (Cyr. Scyth., 
Vita Sabae 73, ed. Schwartz 177). The location of St. Thomas is unknown, there- 
fore we can only speculate where the present object originally came from. Cedar 
of Lebanon is an expensive wood, and the beam, like those bearing nos. 1021 and 
1022, may have been reused more than once before its reuse in Al-Aqsa Mosque. 
For a possible identification, see App. 43*. 


Bibl.: M. Avi-Yonah, QDAP 10, 1944, 162-5 (ed. pr.). - BE 1946/47, 221; AE 1948, 138; F. Halkin, 
Analecta Bollandiana 69, 1951, 69; J. Milik, MUSJ 37, 1960/61, 139; N. Liphshitz - G. Biger, Qa- 
dmoniot 25, 1992, 19-22 (ph. fragment b); SEG 42, 1436; BE 1994, 651; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 
3, 61f.; DGI 620ff. no. 211. - Cf. J. Milik, RB 67, 1960, 577 no. 64; Meimaris, Sacred Names 105f.; 
for inscriptions on wood, see W. Eck, in: P. Kneissl - V. Losemann eds., Imperium Romanum. 
Studien zu Geschichte und Rezeption, 1998, 203ff. 


Photo: M. Avi-Yonah, QDAP 10, 1944 pl. XXXV, 3-4; IAA. 
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861. Building inscription on lintel, 6 c. 


A lintel broken into two pieces. In the middle is a round medallion with a cross 
flanked by inscription (b). Two tabulae ansatae flank the medallion; the outer han- 
dles of these are decorated with crosses. The first three words of inscription (a) are 
incised in the left panel, the other two in the right one. The letters are tall and nar- 
row. Kappa at the beginning with abbreviation mark; the first omicron and upsilon 
in ligature, omicron at the end written in small size above kappa. Lunate sigma and 
w-shaped omega. The crosses on the lintel have been partly obliterated. 

Meas.: h 64, w (left fragment) 114, (right fragment) 175 cm. 


Findspot: In a ruined building at H. Sa'adim, southwest of 'Ein Kerem. The left- 
hand fragment of the lintel was seen in secondary use in the northern wall of the 
medieval (?) building at the site; the other fragment was discovered lying on the 
ground. Now both fragments have disappeared (Marcus). 





fig. 861.1 1 (a) 


(a) (cross) KTOYTOKTH=MA MAPINOYAIAKO (cross) 
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(b) IX XX (cross) A Q s 


App. crit.: (a) xvi Guérin; Maptivov Conder, Alt, SEG; 
Mapívov all other editors, confirmed by Bagatti on autopsy. [--] Ic XEN 
Mapívou dtaxd(vou) x(al) tod toxt ys Ma[--] Macalister. 


(a) K(at) totto xTýoua Maptvou dtaxd(vou) Lif 
(b) Inao) X(piotó)s (Apa) a(ueya) 


(a) This too (is) a foundation of Marinus the deacon. 


fig. 861.2 (b) 
(b) Jesus Christ, beginning and end. 


Comm.: Conder and Bagatti dated the script to the medieval period, but the ab- 
breviations are typically Byzantine. Macalister and Alt, followed by SEG, assigned 
a date in the 6 c. CE, which seems correct. 


Bibl.: Guérin, Judée 2, 6 (ed. pr.). - Conder - Kitchener, SWP 3 Judaea 134f.; J. Germer-Durand, RB 2, 
1893, 209f.; Clermont-Ganneau, ARP II 220f.; R. Macalister, PEQ 35, 1903, 170-3; id., PEQ 36, 1904, 
250f. fig. 3; BE 1906, 52; F.-M. Abel, RB 29, 1920, 259-65; F. Burkitt, PEQ 52, 1920, 22; H. Leclercq, 
DACL 13,1 1937, 747-902 at 855 figs. 9481-2; SEG 8, 231; A. Alt, ZDPV 47, 1924, 91-9 at 95f. no. 5; 
Bagatti, Judaea 23f. - Cf. Bagatti, Santuario 16; M. Marcus, Harei Yerushalaim: seqer nof u-maslulei 
tiulim, 1993, 115f. (Hebr); TIR, 218 s. v. H. Sa'adim. 


Photo: J. Germer-Durand, RB 2, 1893, 209f. (dr.). 
LDS 


862. Lintel with inscription 


The fragmentary stone was apparently the central part of a lintel. In the centre 
there isa cross within a double circle, and Greek letters are engraved on both sides. 
The characters are round; the nomina sacra in the first line are marked with a hori- 
zontal line above; lunate sigma. 

Meas.: h 49, w 105, d 33 cm (lintel); 1. left of medallion 10 cm; 1. right of medallion 
47 cm; letters 8-10 cm. 


Findspot: Reused in a wall west of the southwestern tower of the Citadel. 
Pres. loc.: Tower of David Museum, Jerusalem. 


(leftofcross) [--]X 
[sl 

(right of cross) XXBA 
SIAEYI 


App. crit.: [-- T3c00]c X(ptatd)¢ Ba [-- 
|-- BlactAevet [--] Johns; ['Tnoo0]c + 
X(gtexó)c Ba [o1|Aebc -- 8] ace (ce)i 
[els aiàva] Bagatti; [1(5000)]c 
X(ptotd)s Ba [oi|Aebc BlactAeve[t --] 
Bieberstein - Bloedhorn. 
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(left of cross) [Iros X(piotò)]s | [vx] 
(right of cross) X(ptatd)¢ Ba|cUeU«e»t 


(left of cross) Jesus Christ conquers. 
(right of cross) Christ reigns. 


Comm.: Bagatti interpreted the inscription as a quotation - or rather an oblique refer- 
ence - based on Lk 1,33 and on 1 Tm 6,15. A more likely reference would have been to 
Ps 28 (29),10. However, if the two parts ofthe inscription were symmetrical to the cross, 
there is no space for eic aidiva which Bagatti proposed and without this addition, all 
connection between the inscription and the above-mentioned biblical texts is lost. The 
phrase Xpiotd¢ BacuXebc BactAcvet in itself makes little sense. On the other hand, in the 
region there are several examples of the acclamation T(000)c X(piotò)ç or only X(ptex0)c 
vix& BactAevet (for instance SEG 32, 1573 from Egypt; SEG 34, 1503 from a cave in Nahal 
Michmas in northern Judaea; SEG 40, 1491 from Luzit in the Judaean Shephelah). 

Possibly the lintel stood over the entrance of an ecclesiastical foundation in the 
area of David's Tower. Several are mentioned in the sources (Vita Petri Iberi, 64, 66, 
tr. Horn - Phenix 93ff., 97; Cyr. Scyth., Vita Sabae 31, ed. Schwartz 116; Vita Theodo- 
sii 1, ibid. 236; and cf. J. Milik, MUSJ 37, 1960/61, 187f.). 


Bibl.: C. Johns, QDAP 14, 1950, 121-90 at 159, 168 fig. 25 (plan), pl. LVIILI (ph.) (ed. pr). - 
B. Bagatti, SBF 3, 1952/53, 117f. no. 11; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 88-95. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 
LDS 


863. Fragment of marble chancel screen with dedication, 6 c. (?) 


Fragment of marble chancel screen according to De Rossi. It was mistakenly described 
as one side of a sarcophagus by de Vogüé who was followed by Conder and Thomsen. 
The stone is decorated with a wreath with streamers. Greek inscription in round let- 
ters, apparently complete, along upper border. Lunate sigma and w-shaped omega. 


Findspot: Built into the inner marble casing of the outer wall of the Dome of the 
Rock, on the western side of the octagon. 
Pres. loc.: Not located; possibly disappeared in the renovation of the esplanade by the Waqf in 


the 19-20 c. 
TNEP CUTHPIAC MAPIAC 4 — 





YIIEPEZOTHPIAXMAPIAX 


App. crit.: Tijs waias (?) Mapíac 
Tobler. 


"Yn£p cwtyptas Mapias 


For the salvation of Maria. 
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Comm.: De Rossi dated the decoration and the inscription to the 6-7 c. 


Bibl.: de Vogüé, Temple 133 pl. XXXVIL7 (ed. pr.). - T. Tobler, Nazareth in Palästina, 1868, 325; 
Waddington no. 1901; G.-B. de Rossi, Bulletin d’archéologie chrétienne 1, 1882, 146 pl. 11,3 
(non vidi); id., Archives de l'orient latin 2, 1884, 445f.; Warren - Conder, SWP Jerusalem 426 no. 
19; J. Sepp, ZDPV 12, 1889, 182; J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 586 no. 49; Thomsen I no. 97; 
Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 85f. 


Photo: de Vogüé, Temple, pl. XXX VIL7. 
LDS 


864. Fragment of building inscription 


Fragment of a marble (?) slab with remains of two lines of Greek script. Remains 
of blue color. No other details given. Perhaps a fragment of chancel screen? Lunate 
sigma and w-shaped omega; stigma as abbreviation mark in 1.2. 

Meas.: d 2.3 cm. 


Findspot: Church of St. Mary ofthe Spasm of the Armenian Catholics (4th station 
of Via Dolorosa) (Clermont-Ganneau); in digging the foundations for the chapel of 
St. Veronica (6th station of Via Dolorosa) (Germer-Durand, Thomsen). The latter 
findspots seems unlikely, for St. Veronica's chapel was built in 1895, ten years after 
the publication of Clermont-Ganneau's report. 

Pres. loc.: In the Latin Patriarchate according to Thomsen and Bieberstein - Bloedhorn (not 
found). A squeeze was sent to Paris, see Clermont- Ganneau 159f. 


[--IITEPEOTEPIAXA[--] 

[--ITOYATIOT/E[--] 

App. crit.: Milik tentatively suggests [0] ép cwtepias AlvatoAtas --| &n]i Tob dytwt(atov) 
&[mioxómou Zayapiou --]. 


[-- U]mép owteptas 'A[--|-- xa]t Tob aytwt(atov) E[--] 
... for the salvation of A... and of the most holy E... 


Comm.: Thomsen tentatively dates the fragment to the 5 c. Milik, on the other 
hand, suggests that this stone (which he believed was found at the 6th station, to- 
gether with no. 1010) belonged to the church of SS. Cosmas and Damianus. On the 
assumption that this church was erected by refugees of the imperial family, Milik 
tentatively suggested restoring in the first line the name of Anatolia, the emperor’s 
sister whose tomb was discovered near the Third Wall (see no. 875). Some struc- 
ture in the church would have been erected “for the salvation of Anatolia, under 
Bishop Zacharias”, the successor of Isacius (609-628). This is an unlikely hypoth- 
esis. It is unwise to restore the title émioxdmov in 1.2, for the head of the Jerusalem 
Church was an archbishop and patriarch. Giving the title of bishop to a metropoli- 
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tan, though not unheard of, would certainly be very unusual. On the other hand, 
simple bishops and sometimes hegumens could be styled aytwtatos (for titles and 
attributes of prelates, see DGI, 121-133). It is quite possible, therefore, that the in- 
scription mentioned a visiting bishop or a hegumen, with the epsilon representing 
either the beginning of the word értexómov or the initial of the man's name; but he 
would be one of the benefactors whose salvation is invoked, not the bishop in of- 
fice at the time of the building. Therefore also Milik's restoration ¿rl in 1.2 must be 
rejected, together with the date in the early 7 c. that is implied. 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 586 no. 50 (ed. pr.). - Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, AMSL 11, 
1885, 205 no. 25; Thomsen I no. 14; Abel, DACL 2358; J. Milik, MUSJ 37, 1960/61, 156f. n. 2; 
Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 315f. 

LDS 


865. Medallion in relief on marble, with inscription 


Fragment of white marble (or sandstone?), bearing a round medallion in relief con- 
taining a chi-rho monogram flanked by alpha and omega, the whole surrounded by 
a double wreath. W-shaped omega. 

Meas.: @ 30, d 2.8 cm. 


Findspot: Found during the building of the Russian monastery on top of the Mount 
of Olives (et-Tur). 


Pres. loc.: Squeeze sent to the Louvre (Thomsen). 


XP 
AQ 


Xp(totds) | dAda wuéya 
Christ, beginning and end. 


Comm.: According to Clermont-Gan- 
neau, “this fragment may date from the 
epoch of the building of the first sanc- 
tuary on the Mount of Olives”; that is, 
to the 4 c. However, Thomsen dates the 
fragment to the 6 c., a more likely date. 
A reference to Apoc 1,8; 21,6; 22,13. 





Bibl.: Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, AMSL 11, 1885, 210 no. 44 (ed. pr.). - Id., ARP I 328 (dr.); Thom- 
sen I no. 145; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 336f. no. 12. - On the site, cf. Kloner, Survey of Jerusa- 
lem, 2001, 138*(e), 177(h) no. 429. 


Photo: Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 328. 
LDS 


242 Late Antiquity, from Constantine to the Arab conquest 


866. Fragment of liturgical furnishing 


Fragment of marble, roughly triangular, broken on all sides except perhaps for a 
remnant of the original edge near the upper left corner; the front and back are 
smooth. Two letters, elegantly carved on the left; on the right, the tips of the stem 
and the left arm of a cross are visible on the break. 

Meas.: h 12.6, w 10.5, d 2.5 cm; letters 4.5 cm. 


Findspot: Western edge of the Western Wall plaza. 
Pres. loc.: Har Hotzvim, IAA inv. no. A-4710 3746. 


NI (cross) [--] 


Ni[x@] 


(The cross) conquers. 


Comm.: An example of the common acclama- 
tion: “Christ conquers” or “(The cross) conquers”, 
recalling the vision of Constantine on the eve of 
the battle at the Milvian Bridge (Eusebius, Vita 
Constantini 1,28). The marble fragment may have fig. 866 
belonged to a piece of furniture (e.g. a chancel 

screen), or to the revetment of a wall in a church. 





Bibl.: Unpublished. 
Photo: IAA, courtesy of A. Onn and Sh. Weksler-Bdolah. 
LDS 


867. Invocation of a donor on piece of liturgical furniture 


Fragment of marble slab, smoothed on both sides, bottom edge chipped but pre- 
served, all other sides broken; moulding along the bottom. A groove runs parallel to 
the lower edge, separating the inscribed border of the slab from the moulding and 
the central panel. Oval Greek letters, deeply engraved, with notable serifs; lunate 
sigma. Short horizontal stroke covering only part of the nomen sacrum. Iotacism. 
Meas.: h 22.5, w 28.6, d 7 cm; letters 2-3 cm. 


Findspot: Found on the surface in the YMCA cemetery, near Grave 22. 
Pres. loc.: Rockefeller Museum, Jerusalem, IA A inv. no. 1934-873. 
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KEMNH>6ITI[--] 
K(vpi)e uvjobrtt [--] 
Lord, remember ... 


Comm.: The fragment clearly belongs to 
a piece of liturgical furniture, but since 
the inscription is carved on the lower 
border, it probably was neither a chancel 
screen nor an altar table, which usually 
would have been inscribed on the upper 
border (screen) or on the thickness (men- 
sa; see for instance no. 815; A. Acconci, 
in: M. Piccirillo - E. Alliata eds., Mount : APAS 
Nebo, 1998, 493ff. no. 68, and the bibl. fig. 867 
there). Possibly the fragment belonged to 

the parapet of an ambo, which, being raised above the floor of the nave, would have 
offered a better position for a dedicatory inscription on its base or on the lower edge of 
the parapet. Two examples of inscribed ambos - one from the church of Kh. Beit Sila 
(S. Batz, IMSA 1, 2002, 45ff. fig. 8) and the other from Jordan, at the SBF Museum (un- 
published) - bear the inscription on the base. Another possibility: the slab formed the 
base of an altar (see for example Batz 48 fig. 10), or served as an offering table. These 
tables were attached to the inner side of the chancel screen (see M. Piccirillo, in: L. Di 
Segni et al. eds., Man near a Roman Arch. Studies presented to Prof. Yoram Tsafrir, 
2009, 220*f., figs. 16-17), so that the “lower” edge, leaning on the screen, would have 
been the best position for an inscription to be seen by the people attending the service. 





Bibl.: Unpublished. 


Photo: IAA. 
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868. Poem of the patriarch Sophronius, probably 
connected to a mosaic or a painting, 634-638 


In the Anthologia Graeca I 123 a poem is transmitted with the title: Xodpov(ov: Eic 
tov Kpaviou A(Bovy év 'IepoucaA ju. According to A. Cameron the poem may have 
been inscribed beneath a mosaic or painting showing perhaps “choirs of heavenly 
angels and earthly kings" surrounding the rock of the Holy Calvary. 


Tlétpa tpicpaxdpiote bedcoutov alua Aayotca, | oópaviv yevey oe mruplvmvooc 
audimorevet | xai x6ovàc evvaetipes dvaxtopes üuvomoAo0ct 
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Thrice-blessed rock, who didst receive the blood that issued from God, the fiery 
children of Heaven guard thee around, and Kings, inhabitants of the Earth, sing thy 
praise (translation A. Cameron). 


Comm.: Sophronius was patriarch of Jerusalem from 634-638, immediately after 
the recapture of the city from the Persians and before the conquest by the Muslims. 
The church of the Holy Calvary was destroyed by the Persians and rebuilt shortly 
after. It seems likely that in the rebuilt church a mosaic or a painting showed the 
Holy Rock surrounded by choirs of angels and earthly kings worshipping the cross. 
Sophronius wrote other poems in honor of the Holy Cross, to which Cameron is 
referring. 


Bibl.: Anthologia Graeca I 123. - A. Cameron, CQ 33, 1983, 284-92 at 291; Merkelbach - Stauber, 
Steinepigramme 4, 331. 


WE 
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C. Funerary inscriptions 


Inscriptions found in situ 


869. Mosaic inscription in funerary chapel, 7. c. (?) 


Four-line Greek inscription framed in a tabula ansata, facing north. The lines of 
script are separated by rows of orange-red tesserae; the frame and letters are traced 
in black tesserae; orange and red triangles in the handles and a dark red ivy leaf 
at the beginning of the text. Elegant oval characters; lunate sigma and w-shaped 
omega. Iota with trema in 11.1, 3. Nomen sacrum marked with horizontal line of 
orange-red tesserae. The central part of the tabula was destroyed, and the inscrip- 
tion is heavily restored, based on Reich's reading. 

Meas.: Tabula ansata: h 59, w (with handles) 150, (without handles) 115 cm. Inner 
panel h 43, w 98 cm; letters 8-9 cm. 


Findspot: In a funerary chapel in the upper rock terrace of the slope descending 
from the Old City to the Hinnom Valley, in front of the wall north of Jaffa Gate, see 


also introduction to nos. 810-811. 
Pres. loc.: Knesset Archaeological Garden, IAA inv. no. 1995-2498/1. 


(hedera) [--/ THPIAZKAT 
AN[--]OX ON 
KXrTN[- 

NOM[--] 

App. crit.: 11.3-4 ó|vóua va 


avtév Reich, Bieberstein - 
Bloedhorn. 


[‘Yrép cw)tnpias xai | 
àv[tAýuype]ws av | 
K(Upto)¢ yi<y>v[woxet Ta 
é]|voulata. A uv] 





For the salvation and suc- 
cor of those whose names 
the Lord knows. Amen. 


Comm.: Tomb 10 on the 
slope in front of the Turk- 
ish wall consists of a burial 
cave and a small chapel in 
front of it. The chapel (ori- 
ented east, 5.45 m long, F: A E ie à = 

3.45 m wide at the east end, fig. 869.2 
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ca. 2.90 m on the western side) was partly hewn partly built. An opening cut in the 
north wall gave access to a burial cave that extended in a northwest direction. The 
chapel was paved with a mosaic decorated with three crosses in front of the apse and 
a tabula ansata enclosing the inscription in front of the entrance into the burial cave. 
The cave was filled with a large number of human skeletons, not deposed in orderly 
fashion but apparently thrown in pell-mell. About 130 Byzantine coins were found 
in the cave, the last of which dated from the days of Phocas (602-10). This, and the 
way the corpses had been buried, led the excavators to suggest identifying the cave 
with one of the mass graves where the Christian inhabitants of Jerusalem were bur- 
ied after the massacre following the Persian conquest in 614. The Mamilla Pool is 
mentioned in the various recensions of the Expugnatio Hierosolymae as one of the 
places where Thomas the deacon found a large number of bodies (J. Milik, MUSJ 
37, 1960/61, 133 no. 21). The palaeography of the script fits a date in the early 7 c. 
The chapel was probably built after the the burial had taken place, in order to hold 
commemorative masses in memory of the dead. The restoration Umép cwtypias xal 
avtiAnurpews is not in doubt. The alternative ómép cwtnpias xai avaTavdoews must 
be rejected, for whenever the two terms appear in the same inscription, they always 
refer to different subjects: cwtypla (preservation, welfare) to the living, àv&ravctc 
(rest) to the dead: see for instance G. Fitzgerald, A Sixth-century Monastery at Beth 
Shan, 1939, 13f. no. 1. The well-known formula ntp cwtypias xai avtiAjupews al- 
ways applies to living benefactors, and the phrase “of those whose names the Lord 
knows” replaces their names when the donors were anonymous or too many to be 
mentioned in one inscription. See for instance M. Avi-Yonah, QDAP 2, 1932, 142, 
153 nos. 13, 62; id., QDAP 4, 1935, 187, no. 363; SEG 16, 850; 27, 1006; 37, 1498; 46, 
2020. In spite of the location of the inscription in front of the burial crypt, it is there- 
fore clear that the invocation refers not to the dead buried there, as maintained by 
Reich - Shukrun, but to the living who erected the funerary chapel. 


Bibl.: Translation only: R. Reich - E. Shukrun - Y. Billig, ESI 10, 1992, 24f. (= HA 96, 1991, 20f. 
[map] [Hebr.]); R. Reich, Qadmoniot 26, 1993, 103f. 108 (ph.); Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 59f. 
(edd.prr.). - R. Reich, in: H. Geva ed., Ancient Jerusalem Revealed, 1994, 111 (map), 117f. (ph., 
plan); id., BAR 22, 1996, 26-33, 60 (ph.; plan); Y. Israeli - D. Mevorah eds., Cradle of Christianity, 
2000, 196; R. Reich - E. Shukrun, in: Stone - Ervine - Stone, The Armenians 199f. 


Photo: Y. Israeli - D. Mevorah, Cradle of Christianity, 2000, 196; R. Reich, BAR 22,2, 1996, 29. 
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870.-874. Cemetery in the area of Notre Dame and 
the French Hospital of St. Louis 


The Musrara (Morashah) neighbourhood extends north of the Old City, from the 
northwestern corner of the Turkish wall and Jaffa Road to Damascus Gate and 
Derech Shechem (Nablus Road), up to the remains of the Third Wall of Second 
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Temple Jerusalem to the north. The whole area is scattered with tombs of the First 
Temple period and of the Byzantine period; in between the cemeteries are funerary 
chapels and monasteries with their annexes (church, hostel). In the western part, 
between Jaffa Road and Route 1, several funerary inscriptions were found in the 
areas of St. Louis Hospital and Notre Dame. In a monastery excavated alongside 
Route 1, an Armenian funerary inscription (no. 873) and two dedicatory inscrip- 
tions were uncovered, one Greek (no. 809), the other Armenian (no. 817). Another 
Armenian epitaph was discovered near the Third Wall, on Route 1 (no. 874). (LDS) 


870. Three fragments of funerary inscription(s?) 


Three fragments of slab, perhaps from a single tombstone. In (c) 1.1 stigma as ab- 
breviation mark. No further details are known. 


Findspot: In a Byzantine cemetery in the area of Notre Dame and the French Hos- 


pital of St. Louis. 
Pres. loc.: Thomsen suggested that the fragments might be at St. George College, but no inscrip- 
tions were located there. 


(a) OHKH[--] 
[--JEPOYS[--] 


TOY (cross) 


App. crit.: (b) [--]&[vou] | 81ax[6]|ou Germer-Durand; [--]av[ov?] | dtax(dvou) [--|--]vou Thomsen; 
AN[--]| dtax[dvou] | NOY[--] Bieberstein - Bloedhorn. 


(a) Ojxy [dta|b]épove|a --|--] 
(b) [--]&v[ou --|--] 9tax[óvov --|--]vov [--] 


(c) [--] | x(at) t&v dtal|depdv[twv a9]|ro0 
Private tomb of ... the deacon and his household ... 


Comm.: Since nothing is known of the appearance of the fragments or the size ofthe 
letters, it is impossible to prove that all three belong to the same tombstone, but as they 
were found on the same site and their contents fit well into one epitaph, this seems 
possible, and was already suggested by Thomsen. Dated by Thomsen to the 5 c., buta 
date in the 6 c. is more likely, given the use ofthe stigma as abbreviation mark. 


248 Late Antiquity, from Constantine to the Arab conquest 
Bibl.: Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 580 nos. 35-37 (ed. pr). - Thomsen I no. 176a, b, c; Bieber- 


stein - Bloedhorn 2, 63f. A-C. - Cf. Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 108*f.(e), 137f. (h) no. 334. 
LDS 


871. Fragment of a funerary inscription 


Fragment of large slab with beautifully engraved characters. Lunate sigma and w- 
shaped omega. No further details are known. 


JETO[--] 
-J2[--J2[--] 


[s 
[- 
[--Jévó[v? --|--]Z[--]ZL--] 

So-and-so, ... years (old?) ... 


Comm.: Dated by Thomsen to the 5 c. Germer-Durand suggested the name 
Meyeté, hypochoristic form of MeyaAy,. 


Bibl.: Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 580 no. 38 (ed. pr). - Thomsen I no. 176d; Bieberstein - 
Bloedhorn 2, 64 D. 


LDS 


872. Funerary inscription 


Fragment of slab. No details are known. 
Findspot: Found in secondary use in a building. 
AOPO[--] 

A'w'po[Seou/ac? --] 

(Tomb) of Dorotheus or Dorothea (°). 


Comm.: The name can be understood as Dorotheus or Dorothea. Dated by Thom- 
sen to the 5 c. 


Bibl.: Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 580 no. 39 (ed. pr). - Thomsen I no. 176e; Bieberstein - Bloed- 
horn 2, 64 E. 
LDS 
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873. Armenian funerary inscription of Petros of Sodk’, first half of 6 c. 


Tombstone with a horned cross; below are three lines of large Armenian erkat'agir 
(uncial) letters. This cover of a tomb or a sarcophagus is comparable to the Mt. of 
Olives tomb inscriptions, where the sarcophagi with their covers are still visible. 
Meas.: h 87, w 52.5, d 8 cm. 


Findspot: In a rectangular tomb in Morasha (Musrara) near the "Third Wall" on 
the Route 1; the stone was sealed beneath the mosaic floor of the narthex of the 


Armenian Monastery (see no. 809). 
Pres. loc.: Beth Shemesh, IAA inv. no. 1998-383. 


TbSCN 
UPUn"TU. 
8RN3 


NEunn|uN Unnwigen): 
Translit.: Petro|si Soda|c'woy 
(This is the tomb) of Petrus of Sodk*. 


Comm.: Thename Petrusis very com- 
mon. The name and the local indica- 
tor Sodacii, “man of Sodk”, are both 
in the genitive case. Thus the mean- 
ing of the inscription is "(This is the 
tomb) of Petrus of Sodk®. Sodk‘ is a 
district in the region of Siwnik' in Ar- 
menia, not far from Lake Sevan. The 
script is normal for the period. This 
tombstone was found in a rectangular 
tomb underneath the mosaic floor of 
the narthex which sealed three tombs. 
Consequently we may infer that the @ ; 
tombs are older than the floor. In the fig. 873 
fill that accumulated in them, a 5 c. 

coin was found. Taking these facts into account, we may cautiously date the floor to 
the first part of the 6 c., the tombstone is at least as old. 





Bibl.: M. Stone, Patmasirakan Hantes 137/38, 1993, 15-26 (Arm.) (ed. pr.). - D. Amit - S. Wolff, 
Qadmoniot 26, 1993, 52-6 (Hebr.); M. Stone, in: N. Awde ed., Armenian Perspectives, 1997, 
266f.; M. Stone - D. Amit, Cathedra 83, 1997, 41f. (Hebr.). 


Photo: IAA. 
MS 
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874. Armenian funerary inscription for Abel, early 6 c. 


Tombstone broken on all sides, only the lower edge is preserved. 
Meas.: h 45, w 70 cm. 


Findspot: Morasha (Musrara), near the “Third Wall” on the road no. 1. 
Pres. loc.: Beth Shemesh, IAA inv. no. 1998-382. 


URGYLI--] 


Uptn[--] 
Translit.: Abel[--] 





(This is the tomb) of Abel. 


fig. 874 


Comm .: This inscription has preserved only the name “Abel”, whose genitive suf- 
fix has been lost (probably only two letters are missing). In that case, the mean- 
ing of the inscription would be "(This is the tomb) of Abel." The script is curious 
erkat‘agir (uncial), characterized by the round forms of all the letters. Only three 
distinct signs are present in the inscription. The ligature of the letters Rb “be” is 
palaeographically noteworthy. It is one of the oldest ligatures known in the history 
of Armenian writing. It belongs probably to the same time as the newly discovered 
inscription from Mt. Scopus (no. 817B), or is slightly later. 


Bibl.: M. Stone, Patmasirakan Hantes 137/38, 1993, 15-26 (Arm.) (ed. pr.). - D. Amit - S. Wolff, 
Qadmoniot, 26, 1993, 52-6 (Hebr.); M. Stone, in: N. Awde, Armenian Perspectives, 1997, 267; M. 
Stone - D. Amit, Cathedra 83, 1997, 42f. (Hebr.). 


Photo: IAA. 
MS 


875.-882. East Musrara, between Route 1 to the west and Nablus Road to the east 


During the excavation of sections of the Third Wall in 1925, a Byzantine building 
was uncovered on the property of the Swedish School. The building was located 
immediately north of the Third Wall; here two Greek inscriptions were found 
(nos. 875, 1032). The orientation and decoration of the building show that it was a 
church, and its location in the midst of a burial area indicates that it served a funer- 
ary purpose. ^A second Byzantine building was found in this section west of Nab- 
lus Road. (...) In this section were found tombs cut into the rock. (...) On clearing 
the upper tomb we found a Latin inscription..." (Sukenik - Mayer 39), see no. 740. 
Beside Ha-Nevi' im Street (Street of the Prophets) two other funerary chapels 
were discovered, one (with the *Mosaic of the Birds") with an Armenian dedica- 
tion (no. 812). A stone bowl with Greek and Armenian inscriptions (no. 1083) 
was also found there, as well as some Greek fragments (nos. 876, 877). The other 
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- also most likely a funerary monument - is paved with a splendid mosaic featur- 
ing Orpheus and two female portraits labelled in Greek (no. 878). More funerary 
inscriptions in Greek were found on the west side of Derech Shechem (Nablus 
Road), in front of St. Stephen’s (nos. 879, 880, 892, 1014). Further to the north 
along Derech Shechem an epitaph was unearthed in a tomb near the American 
Colony Hotel (no. 882). (LDS) 


Bibl.: Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 103*, 105*ff.(e), 135f.(h) nos. 322, 326, 330, 336-338. 


875. Funerary inscription in mosaic floor of a chapel, 7 c. 


A tabula ansata contains an inscription at the edge of a mosaic near the southwest- 
ern corner of a room oriented to the northeast. The lines are separated by rows of 
red tesserae; the characters are traced in black, in a calligraphic script with chiar- 
oscuro and decorative serifs. Nu has a knotted 
or sinuous bar; delta is curvilinear, omicron 
and theta are drop-shaped; sigma is lunate and 
omega w-shaped. A horizontal line on the no- 
men sacrum and stigma mark the abbrevia- 
tions; lifted letters are also used, as well as an 
elaborate ligature of three letters in 1.9. Digits 
are also marked with horizontal line. At the 
end, the last line is divided by a row of tesserae 
into two lines with smaller letters. 

Meas.: h 163 (inner measurement 158, with 
handles 211.5), w 69 cm; letters 12-13.7 cm, 


small letters 5-6 cm. 

Pres. loc.: Ecole Biblique, Jerusalem (St. Stephen, in 
the portico of the atrium of the church). Autopsy: 20 
November 2008. 





ENOGAAEKITf 
ANATOAIA 
HAPAB[--]H 
HTOY[--] 
HKAA[--] 
ATON[--] 
NIXAMENHKf 
OQEAYTHN 
ANA@EIZAEKOI 
MHOHAEMHNH 
OKTOBPIOKA 
INAT fig. 875 
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App. crit.: 1.4 7 tot [Maupixíov ?] Abel, Sukenik - Mayer, Leclercq; 1.5-7 y xaAlov tov] | &y&v[a 
àyc]|vicauévy Abel, Sukenik - Mayer, Avi-Yonah, Leclercq, Thomsen, Bieberstein - Bloedhorn; 
j xai [xay] | &y&v[a dyw]|vicawevy Buckler (cited in SEG); 1.10 uny[i], Abel (1925), Sukenik 

- Mayer, Hippolytos, Avi-Yonah, Leclercq, Thomsen, Bagatti, Bieberstein - Bloedhorn; wnv(t) 
SEG; uyvi, Abel (DACL), but N and H are written one below the other as small letters. SEG and 
Thomsen give the letters ATT after the proper text, arranged in form of a triangle, for which 
H. Grégoire (cited in SEG) suggests the reading a(yto)t(a)t(y¢); but the supposed letters seem 
rather to be a geometric decoration. 


"Ev6d3e xit(at) | AvatoAta | 7 ApaBblicony]y | ġ roð [Ady(ovatou) ad(eAgn)?] | 9 
xaA[Gc Tr] | &yàv[a dywl|vicauevy x(a) | O(e)G éavc7yv | dvabetoa. Exo uy de 
uyvy | OxtoBpin xæ ivd(intidvos) y 


Here lies Anatolia of Arabissos, the sister of the emperor(?), having valiantly fought 
the fight and consecrated herself to God. She fell asleep in the month of October, the 
21st, of the third indiction. 


Comm.: Abel’s reading in 1.4, 7 tot [Mauptxtou], was rejected by Heisenberg, both for 
lack of space and because it leaves too much untold. W. Buckler's proposal, cited in 
SEG and adopted above, resolves both difficulties. The restored ethnic Apa [ovy] 
suggests a family connection of the deceased to the Emperor Mauricius, who was 
originally from Arabissos in Melitene (Lesser Armenia). He had a large family whom 
he summoned to Constantinople and enriched on becoming emperor (John Ephes., 
HE Part 3,5,18). A sister of his, Damiana, resided in Jerusalem and became a nun 
and hesychast; her son was appointed bishop of Petra. A niece of the emperor visited 
Damiana in the Holy City (John Mosch., Prat. 127, PG 87, 2989-92). Anatolia is oth- 
erwise unknown; she may have been a female relative (another sister of Mauricius?) 
who, after the massacre of the imperial family by Phocas in 602, found refuge in 
Jerusalem (for Mauricius' family, cf. PLRE III 855-60; DGI 636-9). From the pal- 
aeography ofthe inscription, a date in the early 7 c. is more likely than an earlier one. 
October 614 and October 629 fell in the 3rd indiction - no later date is possible, if the 
link to Mauricius is to be accepted. The chapel can hardly have been erected in 614, 
during the occupation and ravage of Jerusalem by the Persians, but the date may be 
that of Anatolia's death. The chapel may have been erected later, during the recon- 
struction ofthe city churches by Modestus, abbot of the monastery of St. Theodosius 
and later patriarch, in the years 616-626 (see introduction to nos. 833-835). 


Bibl.: F.-M. Abel, RB 34, 1925, 575ff. pl. XIX,1 (ph.) (ed. pr.). - A. Hippolytos, Nea Sion 20, 1925, 
636f. (Greek); A. Heisenberg, BZ 26, 1926, 227; Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 4, 921 fig. 381 
(ph.); Abel, DACL 2370f.; E. Sukenik - L. Mayer, The Third Wall of Jerusalem, 1930, 46f. fig. 39 
(ph.); M. Avi-Yonah, QDAP 2, 1932, 175f. no. 151; SEG 8, 193; H. Leclercq, DACL 13,1, 1937, 789f. 
fig. 9457 (dr.); Thomsen II no. 163A; B. Bagatti, SBF 3, 1952/53, 138 no. 52; Bieberstein - Bloed- 
horn 2, 73f.; DGI 639 no. 219*. - Cf. Sukenik - Mayer 36ff.; M. Avi-Yonah, NEAEHL 2, 1993, 782. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 
LDS 


C. Funerary inscriptions 253 
876. Funerary inscription, 22 March 647 CE 


Two adjoining pieces of a slab of white marble (or limestone?). The letters show 
traces of having been picked out with red paint. The script is square, with some 
cursive forms: xi and lambda are especially noteworthy; w-shaped omega. Abbre- 
viations are marked with a diagonal or horizontal stroke, or with stigma. My(vi) is 
abbreviated with a lifted eta; in yaxap(iov) the first alpha is also raised. 

Meas.: h 29, w 18, d 2.5 cm; letters 1.5 cm. 


Findspot: Supposedly the slab was discovered in a burial area in front of St. Stephen's 
monastery during excavations of the foundation of an additional wing of a house 
built over the mosaic floor known as "The Bird Mosaic" (Vincent 1902, 437f.). 


m 
" 





[--AEA[--] Was be Cy hs 
[--[MAKAP yok Fa ‘ A 
IOANNOYMHEANOIKA 
INASEETKATAEAEYOE 

POII vacat YMH (palm) 

App. crit.: [Avetay ¿v K(upt)o --] 
AEA[--| cóp toc? 109] waxap(tov) | 
"Io&vvou etc. Thomsen, Meimaris; [--]| 
uaxcp(tos) |[--]| Iwdvvov etc. Alt. 


[--]JAEA[--|--] waxep(tov) | 
Twdvvov un(vi) Eav0v(o) æ | 


» x 


ivO(\xttdivoc) € £x(ouc) xarà "EAevOe|por(oA(vac) vun 


... of?) blessed Ioannes, on the Ist of the month Xanthikos of the 5th indiction, year 
448 of Eleutheropolis. 


Comm.: The wording of the text, the era 
used in it, as well as the shape of the let- K?P H | 
ters and the decoration of the stone — all | K A 


seem to point to a southern origin for the 
stone. In 1904, after the discovery of epi- 
taphs of the same type and era from Beer- 
sheba, Abel expressed a certainty that 
this stone did not come from Jerusalem, 
but from Beersheba. In 1905 Vincent and 
his confrères stated that “a little inquiry”, 
of which no details are given, had made 
them certain that indeed the stone had 
been brought from there (cf. RB 16, 1907, fig. 876.2 
635). The later editors (except Macalister, who does not discuss the provenance of the 
stone) did not doubt the origin of this epitaph from Beersheba, the main area where 
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the era and the wording used in the epitaph are common. However, since the circum- 
stances of its appearance in Jerusalem are unclear, we feel obliged to place it among the 
finds from Jerusalem. Year 448 of the era of Eleutheropolis corresponds to 647, if the 
New Year fell on 1 January, or 646/7 if it fell in autumn. The date of the epitaph is then 
22 March 647, in the 5th indiction. 


Bibl.: L. Vincent, RB 11, 1902, 437ff. (ph.) (ed. pr.). - F.-M. Abel, RB 13, 1904, 269f.; A. Jaussen 
- R. Savignac - L. Vincent, RB 14, 1905, 245f.; E. Schwartz, Nachrichten der königlichen Gesell- 
schaft der Wissenschaften zu Göttingen. Phil.-Hist. Klasse 4, 1906, 380 no. 11; R. Macalister, 
PEQ 39, 1907, 238f. fig. 5 (dr. of right-hand half of the stone); Alt, GIPT no. 28; Thomsen I no. 
163; Meimaris, Chron. Systems 313 no. 14; DGI 640f. no. 221*, 724f. no. 261. - Cf. P.-L. Gatier, 
La Syrie de Byzance à l'Islam, 1992, 147 (from Beersheba). 


Photo: L. Vincent, RB 11, 1902, 438 (squeeze); R. Macalister, PEQ 39, 1907, 239 fig. 5. 
LDS 


877. Funerary inscription 


Fragment of tombstone; no details are provided. Lunate sigma. 


Findspot: Found in a burial chamber under the southwestern corner of the "Mosaic 
of the Birds" (Séjourné). 


[--]KHAIAQ[--] 
[--JEATXO[--] 
[--JOMIONI[--] 


App. crit.: [B7]x diad[é|pouloa - all editors. 


[(cross) [87]]x», dtad[é|pouloa tH?) X(pvoco)t(uAaxc à?) [vo|cox]out w v[£o?] 


Tomb belonging to the new(?) hospital(?) protected by Christ(?). 


Comm.: Only a diplomatic copy of the inscription is provided. The surviving let- 
ters in 1.3 strongly suggest vocox]outw, with exchange of omicron for omega, com- 
mon enough in Byzantine inscriptions. Assuming that the reading of the last three 
letters in 1.2 is acceptable, TX® may be seen as an abbreviation of t(&) X(ptoTo) 
vAaxté, a not unlikely attribute for a religious foundation. The tomb may have 
belonged to the new hospital built by Justinian in the compound of the Nea Church 
(see no. 1008), perhaps called “New hospital” by comparison with the patriarchal 
hospital, for which see no. 967. 


Bibl.: P.-M. Séjourné, RB 3, 1894, 628 (ed. pr.). - H. Leclercq, DACL 13,1, 1937, 843; Bieberstein 
- Bloedhorn 2, 102f.; M. Stone, in: Stone - Ervine - Stone, The Armenians 211. - On the site, cf. 
Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 109*(e), 139(h) no. 337. 

LDS 
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878. Captions attached to figures in mosaic floor 


Mosaic floor ofa rectangular room, 5.70 m long, 3.20 m wide, oriented in a southwest- 
northeast direction. On the northeast is a small apse, 0.83 m in diameter, flanked by 
passages leading into two rooms behind it. A cross adorns the mosaic pavement of 
the apse. The mosaic in the main room is composed of an upper register featuring 
Orpheus holding a lyre and surrounded by animals, accompanied by a centaur and 
a satyr. The panel is surrounded by a broad frame of inhabited acanthus scrolls. The 
middle register has five panels, and there is a lower register with a hunting scene. The 
central panel of the middle register, 70x67 cm, represents two nimbused female fig- 
ures in rich dress, separated by a column. The names of the two figures are inscribed 
vertically in the field, on both sides of each. The panel was flanked by two stone slabs 
that may have served to open a grave located under the mosaic. The existence of a 
tomb can only be surmised, for no proper excavation was conducted at the time of 
the discovery, in spring 1901, and the mosaic was later removed from the site, again 
without archaeological supervision. Lunate sigma and w-shaped omega. 


Findspot: Musrara. In a chapel ca. 215 m west-northwest of Damascus Gate. 
Pres. loc.: Istanbul Archaeological Museum. 


OEOAO 
XIA 
TEQP 
TIA 


App. crit.: Omicron for omega in 
O¢'0 docia. 


Oewdolcia | Tewplyia 


Theodosia, Georgia. 


Comm.: Scholars have formed 
different opinions about the 
date of the pavement: 2-3 
c. (Schick; Dickson), 4-5 c. 
(Strzygowski), 5 c. (Cook; 
Grabar; Ovadiah), first half 
of the 6 c. (Bagatti), not ear- 
lier than the 5c. and possibly 
as late as the 7 c. (Vincent). 
There is also no agreement 
about the function of the 
room. Different interpreta- 





fig. 878 
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tions of its function - a private hall, a chapel, a funerary monument? - also lead 
to a different interpretation of the two female figures: famous women, perhaps 
celebrated singers (Schick; Dickson), noble ladies who were buried here (Vincent, 
Bagatti), or allegorical figures (Eisler; Ovadiah - Mucznik). The latter maintained 
that the pavement, first designed with a pagan conception, at the beginning of 
the 5 c. at the latest, was later appropriated by Christians in the second half of the 
5 c., when the apse with the cross would have been added. Vincent's and Bagatti's 
opinion, which is widely accepted, is that the pavement belonged to a Christian 
burial chapel; hence the orientation towards the west, so that the two figures 
looked east, in the position in which Christians were buried. There is no doubt 
about the fact that the pavement is located in an area (west of the modern en- 
closure of St. Stephen) that served as a cemetery in the Byzantine period. Elsner 
cast doubt on the function of the room: in his opinion it is highly doubtful that it 
was a burial chapel and even that it had a Christian character. However, working 
on the mosaic at its actual venue in the Archaeological Museum in Istanbul, he 
disregards evidence provided by the excavators: the cross in the mosaic pavement 
of the apse, the large stone slabs framed in the panels on both sides of the female 
figures, which may reasonably have served to cover underlying tombs, as is the 
case, for instance, in Kissufim (R. Cohen, BAR 6, 1980, 19; SEG 30, 1692) and 
in the Kyra Maria monastic church in Beth She'an (SEG 8, 39-40). Elsner also 
disregards the context in which the building was located. The entire area north 
ofthe Turkish wall was a necropolis in the late Roman and Byzantine period (see 
introductions to nos. 870-874; 875-882), and it is highly unlikely for a building to 
be erected there for the pleasure of the living. 

According to Bagatti, the dress of the two women did not come into fashion 
before the 6 c. The shape of the letters (T and A in l'eopyta) points to a date possibly 
as late as the 7 c. (Vincent) or the late 6 c. (Rina Talgam, oral communication). 


Bibl.: L. Vincent, RB 10, 1901, 436-44 at 437-40 (dr., ph.) (ed. pr.). - C. Schick, ZDPV 23, 1900, 
83f. (first notice of discovery); id. - J. Dickson, PEQ 33, 1901, 233f. (dr.); Ch. Wilson, PEQ 33, 
1901, 423-8; R. Horning, ZDPV 32, 1909, 128 no. 2; Thomsen I no. 162; Abel, DACL 2353ff. fig. 
6191; M. Avi-Yonah, QDAP 2, 1932, 172f. no. 133; SEG 8, 196; Thomsen II no. 162; B. Bagatti, 
RAC 28, 1952, 151f. figs. 2, 4; SEG 13, 597. - Cf. J. Strzygowski, ZDPV 24, 1901, 137-71; R. Elsner, 
Vortráge der Bibliothek Warburg, 1922/1923, 2; 1925, 299-306; S. Cook, The Religion of Ancient 
Palestine in the Light of Archaeology, 1930, 228 pl. 39; H. Leclercq, DACL 12,2, 1936, 2740-55 
fig. 9240; A. Grabar, L'age d'or de Justinien, 1966, 398 fig. 119; M. Barasch, Assaph 1, 1980, 1-33; 
A. Ovadiah - S. Mucznik, ibid. 43-50; iid., The Jerusalem Cathedra 1, 1981, 152-66; B. Rosen, IEJ 
34, 1984, 182£.; M. Avi-Yonah, NEAEHL 2, 1993, 782; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 101f.; Kloner, 
Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 109*f.(e), 139(h) no. 337; J. Elsner, BAR 35,2, 2009, 35-45, 68. 


Photo: G. Noga Banai, courtesy of R. Talgam. 


LDS 
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879. Funerary inscription, 7 c. (?) 


Four-line Greek inscription, carefully engraved on the upper half of a slab of hard 
limestone that blocked the entrance of a tomb. The letters belong to the oval alpha- 
bet, except the omega, which is shaped like an inverted mu. Omicron and theta are 
drop-shaped; sigma and epsilon are ellipsoidal, with narrow opening. The diph- 
thong OY is in ligature. The abbreviations are redundantly marked: in 1.2, with a 
diagonal stroke and a lifted S-sign, in 1.3, with a diagonal stroke and an overwritten 
letter. The third abbreviation is even more redundant: a diagonal stroke cuts the 
last letter but one before the truncation, the last letter is reduced to half-size and is 
followed by a large raised S-sign. 

Meas.: h 102, w 92, d 13 cm; letters 9-9.5 cm. 


Findspot: At the entrance of a tomb of the necropolis near St. Stephen's, west of 
Nablus Road, in front ofthe street leading to the Garden Tomb; today in the area of 
the Central Bus Station of eastern Jerusalem. 

Pres. loc.: Beth Shemesh, IAA inv. no. 1979-525. 


(cross) OHKHAIAGOE 
PfANAXTAXIO 
OZIOTOEIIITZKOf 
'TONEYXTPATIOY 


Q1 diadéelp (ovea) 
Avactactw | dc10t (at) @ 
émioxó (ro) | cv 
Evotpatiou 


Tomb belonging to Ana- 
stasius, most saintly 
bishop of the (estate? com- 
munity?) of Eustratius. 





fig. 879 


Comm.: The shape of the letters and the redundant abbreviation marks may point to 
a date in the 7 c. rather than the 6 c. Anastasius was bishop, but apparently not of a 
city. Meimaris considered the nominative to be ta Evotpatiou: it would be the name 
of some institution named after its founder, e.g., a charitable foundation (almshouse, 
home for the aged, or the like), a religious foundation, or a country estate. The place 
where Anastasius was in charge could have been in Jerusalem or its vicinity or in 
another part of the world, if Anastasius had come to Jerusalem as a pilgrim and died 
there. The question, however, is whether the man in charge of such a foundation 
or estate would be a bishop ex officio. Another possibility is to take the nominative 
to be oi Evotpatiov, a community named after its founder and subject to a bishop 
of its own, either because it consisted of a foreign ethnic group, or more likely be- 
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cause it was not in communion with the patriarch of Jerusalem. The Georgians had 
a bishop of their own, based in the monastery of the Iberians near David’s Tower (see 
no. 1000), and the Armenians had their own bishop in Jerusalem from the mid-6c., 
who was not in communion with the patriarch of the Holy City (Sanjian 280). The 
Georgian Calendar commemorates an Eustratius, martyr of Sebastia in Armenia, on 
December 13 (Garitte, Calendrier 408), and it is not inconceivable that an Armenian 
monastery might have been dedicated to this martyr; or perhaps oi Evotpatiov was 
an Armenian or Albanian monastery named after a benefactor (Sanjian 266, 278). 


Bibl.: Y. Meimaris, SBF 30, 1980, 225-8 pl. 7 (ph.) (ed. pr.). - SEG 30, 1696; Y. Meimaris, in: Actes 
du Xe congrès international d'archéologie chrétienne, 1984, 2, 331-4 no. 1 (dr); SEG 36, 1349; 
Meimaris, Sacred Names 209f. no. 1050; BE 1987, 521; P. Figueras, in: Actes du XIe congrès 
international d'archéologie chrétienne, 1989, 2, 1771-85; BE 1989, 997; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 
2, 143. - Cf. A. Sanjian, Le Muséon 82, 1969, 265-92; Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 109* (e), 
138(h) no. 336. 


Photo: IAA. 
LDS 


880. Funerary inscription, 6 c. 


No details are available. From Germer-Durand's copy it appears that the diphthong 
OY was always in ligature and stigma was used for xat. 


Findspot: Found in a tomb some meters west of St. Stephen's Church. 
Pres. loc.: Museum École Biblique, Jerusalem (according to Bieberstein - Bloedhorn). 


(cross) OHKHAIA 
OEPOYZXATEOP 
TIOYf[IOANNOY 
APTOKOIION 

® 


O5 dialpepovca l'ecp[|ytou (xal) Iwdvvov | &proxón' ov. | ("Etous?) 4? 
Tomb of Georgius and Ioannes, bakers. (Year?) 500. 


Comm.: Germer-Durand, cautiously followed by Thomsen and Abel, interpreted 
the ® as a date referring to a Christian era. However, it cannot be the Dionysian 
era in use today, which was elaborated only in the mid-6 c. and made its earliest 
appearance in documents in the West at the end of the 7 c. and in the East not 
before the Middle Ages. An Incarnation era based on the Alexandrine reckoning, 
and beginning the count on March 25, 9 years before the Dionysian reckoning, 
was used by eastern chronographers and historians, e.g. Cyril of Scythopolis and 
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John Malalas, in the 6 c. (Grumel, Chronologie 224; DGI 32f.), but never as their 
primary chronological system. This system, however, never appears in documents 
or inscriptions in the East, and if such a rare dating system was employed, it is hard 
to believe that no word was added to indicate it. According to this reckoning the 
epitaph would be dated 491/2 CE. More likely, the solitary letter is an abbreviation 
or an isopsephism of some funerary formula. 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 579 no. 33 (ed. pr.). - Thomsen I no. 174; Abel, DACL 2370; 
Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 144; DGI 631£. no. 216*; B. Isaac, in: Tsafrir - Safrai, History 388f. (Hebr.). 


LDS 


881. Aramaic Epitaph of Yosef son of Aharon, 3-5 c. (?) 


Four short lines engraved in Jewish script on a marble slab. 


Findspot: A grave in northern Jerusalem, near the “Ash Heap” (in today's Beth Isra- 
el neighborhood: see Y. Ben-Arieh, Jerusalem in the 19th Century II, 1986, 60, 167). 


373"005 
im qns 

Tmax 
nva m 


Aw) {MI | ?rmàs | JAT TANK | 53 105 
Translit.: pswy br | hrn dmn | bwdn | nyhn npsh 
Pswy (= Yosef) son of Aharon, who is from/of ‘bwdn(?). May his soul (find) rest. 


Comm.: Ch. Clermont-Ganneau reports this marble slab being found “in a tomb 
near the ash-heaps of Jerusalem”. The obscure circumstances of its discovery, as well 
as the lack of a drawing or photo, make dating difficult. Yet a date from the 3 c. or lat- 
er may be guessed from the medium and content of the inscription: there are almost 
no Jewish epitaphs on marble from the Jerusalem necropolis before the 3 c., and very 
few after that; and the biblical name Aharon was not used by Jews of Palestine until 
extremely late (cf. the two instances from Egypt, Ilan, Lexicon III 74f.). Thus this 
epitaph may even be from the Islamic period. Yosef is written backwards, perhaps for 
magical or apotropaic reasons; cf. the other instances of this phenomenon, see vol. I 
141, 159, 239 and 426 (Greek). The unknown word in 1.3 indicates a place or family 
name: Abudan? The wish for the deceased in the last line was common in Jewish epi- 
taphs of the Roman period, compare e.g. the inscriptions from Zo ar (J. Naveh, Tarbiz 
64, 1995, 448-97 and id., Tarbiz 69, 2000, 619-35). The nun (instead of he?) at the end 
of the first word in the last line may be a dittography because of the following nun. 
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Bibl.: Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, PEQ 27, 1895, 83 (ed. pr.). - Répertoire d'épigraphie sémitique 3, 
1916/18 no. 1269; Klein, JPCI no. 175; CIJ 2, 1389; S. Klein, JJPES 1, 1921/24, 92f. no. D (Hebr.) 
(= JJPES 1,2-4, 1925, 55f., no. D [Hebr.]); B. Lifshitz, ZDPV 76, 1960, 159f.; Beyer, Aramaische 
Texte 387 ggJE 90; J. Naveh, IEJ 38, 1988, 42; Van der Horst, Ancient Jewish Epitaphs 44; Bieber- 
stein - Bloedhorn 2, 75f. 

AY/JJP 


882. Fragment of funerary inscription 


Irregular fragment of limestone slab, broken on all sides, with remains of three 
lines. The blank strip under the third line shows that it was the last line of the 
inscription. Surface and back are smooth; round regular letters, w-shaped omega. 
Meas.: h 13.5, w 10, d 2.5 cm; letters 1.7-2 cm. 


Findspot: From a tomb excavated near the American Colony Hotel. 
Pres. loc.: Rockefeller Museum, Jerusalem, IAA inv. no. 1947-4370. 


[--]POB[--] 
[--|AHOOT|--] 
[--]AOAQN|--] 


[--JP OB[--|-- wem]AnOdt[og --|--] åA ðv 
[--] 


(Tomb of) ... full of days(?) ... contests 
(or: prizes) ... 





Comm.: The fragment was found in 
a tomb, and there is little doubt that 
it belongs to an epitaph. This is suggested also by the mention of "contests" sus- 
tained or "prizes" won by the deceased, probably through a virtuous life rather 
than owing to athletic prowess, for expressions like "completing the contest" or 
"the race”, “to contend in the contest”, echoing Acts 20,24; 2 Tm 4,7, often appear 
in Christian literature and in epitaphs in the sense of "carrying out the struggle of 
life in the service of God”. In this context, the participle perfect vemx0ócoc (from 
mÀx9o) is reminiscent of another scriptural idiom, mAypys huepdv (Gen 25,8) that 
often appears in hagiographic literature (e.g. Cyril of Scythopolis, Vita Euthymii 
36,39; Vita Sabae 70; Vita Theodosii 5, ed. Schwartz 54, 59, 171, 239). Possibly 1.1 
contained the name of the deceased (Adófioc, ApóßnTtos, OcodhdBios. Avibóptoc?) 
rather than a noun, adjective or verb from the root ġoß-. The palaeography points 
to a date in the 4 or early 5 c. 


fig. 882 


Bibl.: Unpublished. - Cf. Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 84*(e), 105(h) no. 249 for the area. 


Photo: IAA. 
LDS 
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883.-893. Area of St. Stephen’s 


See introduction to nos. 814-816. 


883. Funerary inscription of Euthymius the deacon 


Slab of polished limestone, broken in two parts, engraved with a three-line inscrip- 
tion. Rounded letters; lunate sigma; OY in ligature. Abbreviations with diagonal 
strokes, and a lifted omicron in 1.2. 

Meas.: h 65, w 105, d 10 cm; letters 5.5-8 cm. 


Findspot: In the great hypogaeum at the southeastern end of St. Stephen's enclo- 
sure, north of the Damascus Gate, on tomb 2 in the southwestern chamber (first 
chamber to the left of the entrance). 

Pres. loc.: École Biblique, Jerusalem, funerary chapel (“hypogée”). Autopsy: 29 October 2009. 


(cross) OHKIAIADEPOYXA 
EYOYMIOYAKOIIIN 
AIPH (cross) 


App. crit.: 11.2-3 r«e»v«Oe»p«o0» 
early eds.; Twòp Vincent - Abel. 


Oyx1 diahepouoa | EdOupiou 
d(ta)xd (vou) IItv|dtpy 





Tomb belonging to Euthymius the ^ 
deacon, (son) of Pindires. fig. 883 


Comm.: The hypogaeum, now attached to the modern funerary chapel of the Domin- 
ican convent of St. Étienne, formerly dated to the Herodian period (Vincent), is now 
recognized as a First Temple period burial (Barkai - Mazar - Kloner). It was reused in 
the Byzantine period, when the area was attached to the church and monastery of St. 
Stephen founded by Eudocia and consecrated in 460 (above, nos. 814-816). The south- 
ern part of the hypogaeum was damaged by the creation of Byzantine tombs (Barkai 
- Mazar - Kloner 72f.). The inscription is dated to the 6 c. on palaeographical grounds. 


Bibl.: L. de Vaux, RA 12, 1888, 37ff. (dr.) (ed. pr.). - C. Schick, PEQ 22, 1890, 10 (dr.); H. Guthe, 
ZDPV 13, 1890, 233f.; E. Nestle, ZDPV 14, 1891, 256; J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 575f. no. 25 
(dr); Lagrange, Saint Étienne 116f. (dr.); Thomsen I no. 166; L. Vincent, RB 34, 1925, 405f. fig. 2 
(ph; Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 4, 784 pl. 80,3; Abel, DACL 2368; SEG 8, 190; H. Leclercq, 
DACL 13, 1937, 838f.; Thomsen II no. 166; G. Barkai - A. Mazar -A. Kloner, Qadmoniot 8, 1975, 
71-76 (Hebr); J. Murphy-O’Connor, BAR 12,2, 1986, 54; P. Benoit, BAR 12,4, 1986, 58; Bieberstein 
- Bloedhorn 2, 225f. - Cf. Küchler, Jerusalem 968-78 figs. 553-61 (drs.). 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 
LDS 
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884. Fragmentary Greek inscription 


Rectangular fragment of slab, broken on three sides; the bottom edge, though 
chipped, is apparently intact. Remains of two lines of script, separated by a blank 
space ca. 3 cm wide. The width of the blank strip under the second line is more than 
double, indicating that this was the last line. Rounded letters. Nu has a curling mid- 
dle bar, pointing to a date not earlier than the second half of the 6 c. Lunate sigma. 
Meas.: h 30, w 23, d 12 cm; letters 7.5-9 cm. 


Findspot: Among the debris in the great hypogaeum at the southeastern end of St. 


Stephen's enclosure, north of Damascus Gate. 
Pres. loc.: École biblique, funerary chapel (“hypogée”). Autopsy: 29 October 2009. 


-Joxt-- os 


[- 
[--INKE[--] 


[--los [--|-Ivxeé [-] 


Comm.: Since it was found in the hypogaeum (cf. no. 
883), it may be a fragment of a funerary inscription. 





Bibl.: L. Vincent, RB 34, 1925, 406 fig. 3 (dr.). 
Photo: A. and N. Graicer. fig. 884 
LDS 


885. Funerary inscription reused as flagstone 


Slab broken in three pieces, reused as a flagstone in the pavement of the courtyard 
of the Crusader chapel. The surface is much worn. Martell already noticed that the 
stone bore two different sets of marks, but Thomsen was the first to establish that 
the slab bore the remains of two funerary inscriptions: the earlier (b) was engraved 
in what is now the vertical direction and began with a cross under the epsilon of 1.1 
of the later text (a). A second line, not noticed by Thomsen, can be made out under 
the first. Inscription (a) was engraved perpendicularly to (b), and only its right-hand 
side is preserved. From the number of letters missing in 1.1, the full width of the 
original stone must have been about 1.00 m. Lunate sigma. In (b), ligature of OY. 
Meas.: h 60, w 40, d 10 cm; letters (a): 6.5-7.5 cm, (b): 5-6 cm. 


Findspot: Set in the stone-paved courtyard in front of the Crusader chapel which 
had been built over the remains of the Eudocian basilica of St. Stephen; just in front 
of the entrance, cf. Frei. Autopsy: 4 December 2008; 29 October 2009. 


Pres. loc.: Ecole Biblique, Jerusalem, in the church, on St. Catherine's altar. 
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(a) [--]PEPOY 
-]HEAIA 
-JOPZX 
-JETA 
[--]O (cross) 
(b) (cross) OHKHOY PB[--] 


KOPI[.]ZAT[--] 


[- 
[: 
[= 
E 


App. crit.: (a) 1.1 Xp(toto) bépou Chaplin quoted 

by Mantell; 11.2-3 dta|[x(6vov) --] Abel; 11.4-5 [vao0 
éy8o£]ov& [vou udptup] oc Abel; in 1887 Germer- 
Durand reconstructed the whole text: 87x, 
diahépovoa mevOnph Uteddvov diaxdvou tod Xpiotot 
awphpos AvGoBoreita(?) dvamatoews tTónoç (cross) A 

Q, but in 1892 left the text unrestored, except for 
[Oyxy dita] bépov|[ca. --]y¢ dta[--]. - (b) 1.1 (cross) 
OHKHOYPH Thomsen. Mantell’s sketch shows OPB ; : 
or OPO with a drop-shaped omicron, and a possible fig. 885.1 
delta (cursive) followed by iota in the second line. 

Ońxn Ovpy | Qpryév [ovs] Abel; (cross) Oxy Qutdépouca Vincent - Abel. 





(a) [(Ojxn 91a] épov|[ca. --]n¢ 9t |[xov(too 9)? --JOPZX|[[--]ETA|[--] OX 
(b) Ojxy Obpp[--]| KOPI[.] X Gt[axovico ve? |--] 


(a) Tomb belonging to.... , the deaconess (2) ... 
(b) Tomb of Urb... deaconess (2) ... 


Comm.: The slab was certainly engraved twice EP Q Y 
in the late antique period, and even the later 

inscription does not appear to be later than the O À | A 
5 c. Could it have been used twice in this pe- 


riod? The remains of the second line visible in ID) C 
Mantell’s sketch (in which he copied the marks uc 


from a squeeze, without realizing that they 
were letters) raise the possibility that the ear- TA 
lier text was the same as the later. If this is so, | S 


what we have is probably a correction: the en- 


graver began working in what is now the verti- KOK rg 
cal direction and must have been the narrow il P. 


side of the slab, but was then advised that the aD 
stone was supposed to stand on the broad side, ET 20d 
and thus began again, engraving the same text fig. 885.2 


at right angles with the former. The letters AIA 
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in 1.2 suggest the term diaxwy or dtaxoviccy or dtdxovos (nom.) for both genders, 
and the HÈ that precede them suggest that the deceased was a woman. 


Bibl.: A. Mantell, PEQ 14, 1882, 119f. (dr.) (ed. pr.). - S. Merrill, PEQ 15, 1883, 241f.; Warren 
- Conder, SWP Jerusalem 388-91 fig. 392, 427 no. 27; A. Frei, ZDPV 8, 1885, 51; J. Germer-Du- 
rand, Le Cosmos 12.11.1887 (non vidi); L. de Vaux, RA 12, 1888, 48 (dr.); J. Germer-Durand, RB 
1, 1892, 577f. no. 30 (dr. from squeeze); Thomsen I no. 171; Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 4, 
803 pl. 80,9; Abel, DACL 2369; Thomsen II no. 171; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 232f. 236. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer; J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 578 (dr. from squeeze). 


LDS 


886. Funerary inscription 


Fragment of slab of hard limestone with beginning of inscription. Smoothed sur- 
face, rough back. Upper and left edge intact, right edge not preserved, bottom edge 
cleanly cut but not original. Round characters, carefully incised with a wide point. 
Meas.: h 28, w 70, d 5-7 cm; letters 7-9.5 cm. 


Findspot: Inserted in secondary use in the border of a mosaic pavement at the en- 
trance of a tomb containing three rock-cut graves separated by a narrow corridor, 
about 15 m south of the Eudocian basilica of St. Stephen. Autopsy: 29 October 2009. 
Pres. loc.: École Biblique, Jerusalem, inv. no. SE 11. 





OHKHMIKA 
E] 


App. crit.: Mux&c Séjourné, Battifol; Mıxa [hà] all other eds. 
O7» Míxa|[s --] 


Tomb of Mika. 
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Comm.: Sejourné read the name MIKA, but the stone does not support his read- 
ing. However, as the name seems to be feminine, a sigma for the genitive may have 
been in the lost second line. Mixa, with its variants, Mixxa, Mixy and Mixxy, is 
a common female name, meaning “tiny”, used from the Mycenaean through the 
Byzantine period in Greece proper as well as in in Asia Minor and in the Levant, 
including our region: see O. Masson, Museum Helveticum 47, 1990, 131f. The mas- 
culine form, Míxxoc, is common as well. For some Near Eastern examples see, for 
instance SEG 41, 1597 (Bostra); 43, 1038 (Palmyra); 46, 1971 (Na'aran in the Go- 
lan); 47, 2017 (Hammath Gader). 


Bibl.: P.-M. Séjourné, RB 1, 1892, 261; J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 579 no. 32 (edd. prr.). - P. 
Battifol, BZ 1, 1892, 616; Lagrange, Saint Étienne 122; Thomsen I no. 173; Vincent - Abel, Jéru- 
salem nouvelle 4, 788; Abel, DACL 2370; Thomsen II no. 173; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 231. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 
LDS 


887. Epitaph of a cantor of the Holy Sepulchre 


Four-line inscription of a fragment of a slab with smoothed, very worn front and 
rough back. Of 1.1 only the bottom half of the letters is preserved. Round letters, 
lunate sigma, w-shaped omega. 

Meas.: h 37, w 53, d 11 cm; letters 6-7 cm. 


Findspot: St. Stephen's Church. 
Pres. loc.: École Biblique, Jerusalem. Autopsy: 29 October 2009. 


[675 ài]adépo[uca | TH diva] Party 
x[at dvayvalotou [ayias Avaccác]ecc 


al 





Tomb belonging to ... cantor and lector 
of the Holy Anastasis ... fig. 887 


Comm.: The shift from dative to genitive is not rare in late-antique Greek. The 
inscription most likely comes from the Byzantine church of St. Stephen itself: an- 
other cleric from the same church was buried here (no. 888). The formula designat- 
ing the Anastasis Church can be of various length: with or without article, with or 
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without abbreviations, or with additions, e.g. &y((ac) Avactdcews (no. 930), ay(la)s 
Avactacews (nos. 1066, 1067), Tis &ylac Avact(acews) (no. 824), 1fjc ay(lac) Tot 
X(ptoto)t Avaotacew)s (no. 888), THs &y((ac) To X(pw10)0 Avactdcews (no. 913). 
Here the variant is adopted that seems better to fit in the space. 


Bibl.: Unpublished. - Cf. Meimaris, Sacred Names, 251ff. on the offices of cantor and lector. 
Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 
LDS 


888.-891. Underground burial chamber in the Eudocian basilica 


In the Eudocian basilica (modern St. Stephen's), north of the city wall, a flight of 
steps descends into an underground chamber with trough graves on the right and 
left sides. The grave on the right was covered with slabs and contained a skeleton, 
that on the left was uncovered and contained mixed bones from several deceased 
persons. The entrance into the chamber was blocked by a stone door, turning on 
pivots. Above the door was inscription no. 891 and inside the chamber, nos. 889 
and 890. In the atrium a flagstone (no. 888), which in former times probably be- 
longed to one of the graves, covered the access to the flight of steps. (LDS) 






LinscripTion 
D NONNOS i 


-T 
x 





WAX A! 


rFERMANT | 


A ' 
LENTRÉE DU } 
CAVEAU 


fig. 888 (nos. 888-891) 


888. Funerary inscription of deacon Nonnus 


On the flagstone, which broke into several pieces when removed from its place, an 
eight-line inscription is engraved. The letters are rounded; lunate sigma. 


C. Funerary inscriptions 267 


Several abbreviation marks are used: diagonal stroke across K in 11.4 and 6, a small 
stigma, raised or aligned with the base of the letters, and raised letters. Two big 
holes, which destroyed some letters, were later carved into the stone, which shows 
that the place, where the stone was found, was not the original one. 

Meas.: h 100 cm, w 80 cm (Germer-Durand); h 106.7, w 83.8, d 15-18 cm (Schick); 
wooden frame h 129, w 80 cm. 


Findspot: In the atrium of the Eudocian basilica of St. Stephen, covering the en- 
trance of a tomb (Schick's Tomb 2; Vincent - Abel's Tomb IIT). 

Pres. loc.: On the left side of the atrium of the modern Church of St. Stephen, against a wall. 
Autopsy: 20 November 2008, 4 December 2008. 


(cross) OH[--]ATA 
®EPf/NON 
NOYAIA 
KfONIZf 
THZALST 
OYXYAXK 
THZMOAYTH 
x 


App. crit.: 11.1-2 Ofjx(at) 
dta|ep(ovcat) Papadopoulos-Kerame- 
us 1890; 11.2-4 Nóv|vou dtax(dvov) 

| x(al) Ov<y>c[iuov diax(dvov)?] 
Papadopoulos-Kerameus 1890, Thom- 
sen; Nov|vot dtaxovicc(ys) Papado- 
poulos-Kerameus 1907; Nov|v<i>ou 
dtax(dvov)?] W. Buckler, quoted in 
SEG; 1.6 AXTSs = ‘A(va)ot(acews) (xal) 
Germer-Durand, Papadopoulos- 
Kerameus; AXTs ='A(@va)ot(doews) 
Abel; AXK = A(vactdcew)¢ x(at) Vin- 
cent, Vincent-Abel, SEG, but no hori- 
zontal line is visible. Papadopoulos- 
Kerameus reading quoted by Schick 
has misprints but does not justify 
Thomsen’s rendering of 1.5 tig à(y)- 
((a)c c(&d)ou X(ptoo)ü A(vaotacew)s. 
11.5-7 THs dy(tas) Tob X(picto)b 
dox(noews) THs uo(vfjc) avt Hs Milik. 





. fig. 888.1 
O[x] dtalpep(ovea) Nóv|vou dta|x(6vou) 'Ov'w'c((ov) | ths åylias) v|o0 X(pioto)ð 
'A(vacáceo)s x(at) | THs olvis) aocf|c 


Tomb belonging to Nonnus (son of) Onesimus, deacon of the Holy Anastasis and of 
its monastery. 
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Comm.: There are quite varying inter- 1 
pretations of this inscription. Leaving ¥ ) vi I$ hd Me 
ide th ding ò ( , which 
aside the reading dtaxovia(cys), whic De PN A N 
HEY, A 


is not consistent with the marks on 


the stone, and the minor question of 
whether Onesimus is a surname or a » (9) Y, 


patronymic, the main issue is the mean- 

ing of xal cfc volvis) avtijc. This con- AA NI | E 
struction would normally be translated: A S en 
"and of the monastery of the latter", i.e., T H CA (y 

the monastery of the Anastasis, which 

was built by the patriarch Elias in 494, C! 2 
near the bishop's palace (Cyr. Scyth., OY x oe 


Vita Sabae 31, ed. Schwartz, 116). Pa- 
padopoulos-Kerameus told Schick that TH C Ñ ON 
the inscription might “be read so that it C 
becomes fatal to the traditional site of 
the Holy Sepulchre”, apparently mean- 
ing that, if the inscription is translated: 
“Private tomb of Nonnus ... and of the 
monastery of the Anastasis”, one might fig. 888.2 
surmise that the tomb was attached to 
this monastery, and the monastery contiguous to the church, which would locate 
the Holy Sepulchre in this area. This interpretation was embraced by the Protes- 
tants, who had for some time been presenting arguments in favor of a location of 
the Calvary at “Gordon’s Calvary”, a knoll north of Damascus Gate, and that of 
Christ’s tomb at the Garden Tomb nearby. In their anxiety to refute this theory, 
the Catholic party translated xal tis ovis avtijs “and of this monastery" (which 
would normally be expressed with a different word order, xai avtij¢ THs wovijc), and 
interpreted this expression as referring either to 075v, Quacépouca (Private tomb 
of Nonnus ... and of this monastery: Germer-Durand, Leclercq) or to Nonnus, 
who would then have been attached to two religious institutions, the Anastasis 
Church of which he was a deacon, and the monastery where the inscription was 
found, namely, St. Stephen's church and monastery, inaugurated by Eudocia in 460 
(Vincent, Vincent - Abel; Abel in DACL eliminated xai and explained that Nonnus 
had left his former monastery, St. Stephen's, to become a deacon of the Anastasis). 
Thomsen understood the monastery in question to be that of the Anastasis; ac- 
cordingly, he dated the inscription to the 6 c. (though the other inscriptions found 
inside the same tomb are dated by him to the 5 c.), based on the date of the founda- 
tion of the monastery of the Anastasis, at the end ofthe 5 c. 

The translation “and of its monastery”, i.e., that of the Anastasis, is undoubt- 
edly correct, though of course this does not imply that either the monastery or the 
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Anastasis were located in this area. The question of whether this genitive refers to 
the tomb or to Nonnus is more difficult to answer. The example of the “tomb belong- 
ing to Samuel, bishop of the Iberians, and of his monastery” (no. 1000) supports the 
former interpretation, especially in view of the fact that the grave on the left side 
held the remains of several dead. On the other hand, one might argue that the tomb 
was used also for Nonnus family, despite the absence of the usual formula xai t&v 
dtahepdvtwy; in this case we should understand that Nonnus fulfilled the function 
of deacon both in the Anastasis Church and in the attached monastery. If so, the in- 
scription is certainly later that 494. If, however, we accept the former interpretation, 
a date between 460 and 494 (which would be consistent with the form of the letters) 
cannot be entirely excluded, for though the spoudaioi of the Anastasis were scattered 
in cells near David’s Tower prior to 494, the community existed long before (Cyr. 
Scyth., Vita Sabae 19, ed. Schwartz 104, mentions its hegumen in 490). The purchase 
of a vault - a small one, where only a few dead could be deposited — in the atrium of St. 
Stephen’s for the monastery of the Anastasis seems a somewhat temporary solution, 
more suitable to the time when the community still lacked proper logistic arrange- 
ments. If so, wovy in this case would be used in the sense of monastic community, not 
of monastery in the architectural sense. 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, Le Cosmos 27.07.1889, 453 (ed. pr.). - Id., RB 1, 1892, 576f. no. 26; C. 
Schick, PEQ 22, 1890, 69f. (dr. with reading by “Papadoculos”, i.e. A. Papadopoulos-Kerameus); 
Lagrange, Saint Etienne 127; A. Papadopoulos-Kerameus, Journal Minist. Instr. publ. russe, 
October 1907 (non vidi; reported in BE 1908, 207); Thomsen I no. 167; L. Vincent, RB 34, 1925, 
408ff., fig. 5 pl. 14,1; Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 4, 778, 802f., fig. 325 pl. 80,6; Abel, 
DACL 2368; SEG 8, 191; H. Leclercq, DACL 13,1, 1937, 839 fig. 9469 (from Germer-Durand); 
Thomsen II no. 167; J. Milik MUSJ 37, 1960/61, 160 n. 1; Finegan, Archeology 176 no. 196 (ph.); 
J. Murphy-O’Connor, BAR 12,2, 1986, 54f. (dr.); Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 227f.; Küchler, Jeru- 
salem 958, 975 no. 542 (dr.). - On the site, see bibl. no. 814. 


Photo: A. and N. Gracier; Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 576f. no. 26 (dr. from squeeze); Vincent 
- Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 4, 779 fig. 325 (dr.). 


LDS 


889. Quotation of Ps 30 (31),2 and 70 (71),1 in tomb 


Inscription on a slab covering a grave (cf. introduction to nos. 888-891). Round and 
oval letters. In 1.1, the horizontal stroke of the nomen sacrum covers only the E. In 
1.2 and 3, the abbreviation mark is a large slanting stigma. 

Meas.: h 21 (total), w 25-30 cm; letters 4-7 cm; cross: h 5.5, w 8.5 cm. 


Findspot: Grave on the left side of Tomb III (Schick Tomb 2), under the atrium of 
the Eudocian basilica of St. Stephen. 
Pres. loc.: See findspot; now leaning on the south wall ofthe tomb. Autopsy: 4 December 2008. 
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(cross) 


EIIIZYKE 
HAIIIf 
MHKATf 


App. crit.: 1.1 EY = c'ot Vincent - 
Abel. 


"Eni ob, K(úpi)e, | Amo), | uy, 
xat (eto yuvOs(nv) 





fig. 889.1 


In Thee, O Lord, I have hoped; let 
me never be put to shame. 


Comm.: Pss 30 (31),2 and 70 (71),1 too 
are part of the burial service in the 
Greek rite (see no. 891). 


Bibl.: J. Sarum, PEQ 22, 1890, 306f.; C. Schick, 
PEQ 22, 1890 (dr. in front of p. 10) (edd. prr.). 
- W. Flinders Petrie, PEQ 22, 1890, 158 (dr.); 
J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 577 no. 28; La- 
grange, Saint Étienne 129; Thomsen I no. 169; 
Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 4, 778f. fig. 
325 pl. 80,7; Abel, DACL 2369; H. Leclercq, 
DACL 13,1, 1937, 840; Thomsen II no. 169; B. 
Bagatti SBF 3, 1952/1953, 135f. no. 45; Bieber- 
stein - Bloedhorn 2, 228f. - Cf. Felle, Biblia 
Epigraphica 129 no. 214, 523; Küchler, Jerusa- fig. 889.2 
lem 968-78 figs. 553-61. 





Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 
LDS 
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890. Quotation of Ps 26 (27),1 in tomb 


Inscription shallowly engraved on the rock; round letters, large stigma used as ab- 
breviation mark. W-shaped omega. 
Meas.: h 20 (roughly), w (1.1) 35, (1.2) 33 cm; letters 5-7 cm. 


Findspot: On the eastern wall of Tomb III, in the atrium of the Eudocian basilica of 


St. Stephen, between the two graves. 
Pres. loc.: See findspot. 
Autopsy: 4 December 2008. 


KXoQ 
TJMf 


K(ipto)c þw|t(touós) u(ov) 


The Lord is my light. 





"A 
Ses SNL RENIN CS) 
NS 


Comm.: The quotation of Ps 
26 (27),1 is common on lamps: 
cf. Loffreda, LIG 122, Types C 
1.2 and C 1.3; id., SBF 44, 1994, 
598ff. no. 4. 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 
577 no. 29 (ed. pr.). - Lagrange, Saint 
Etienne 129; Thomsen I no. 170; 
Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 
4, 778f. fig. 325; Abel, DACL 2369; 
Thomsen II no. 170; B. Bagatti, SBF 
3, 1952/53, 135f. no. 45; Bieberstein 
- Bloedhorn 2, 228ff.; SEG 44, 1342. 
- Cf. Felle, Biblia Epigraphica 128f. 
no. 213, 522; Kiichler, Jerusalem fig. 890.2 
968-78 figs. 553-61. 





Photo: A. Ecker; Vincent - Abel, fig. 325. 
LDS 
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891. Quotation of Ps 90 (91),1 in tomb 


Inscription, written on the rock, round and oval letters; abbreviations marked with 
stigma, slanting in 1.1, small and subscript in 1.2, large and subscript in 1.3. 
Meas.: w (1.1) 60, (1.2) 48, (1.3) 21 cm; letters 7-10 cm. 


Findspot: On the rock above the stone door blocking the entrance to Tomb III 
(Schick Tomb 2). 
Pres. loc.: See findspot. Autopsy: 4 December 2008. 


OKA (cross) TOIKf 
ENBOJ/TOY 
YYf 


App. crit.: 1.2 &(ox)0(s(q) 
Thomsen. 


‘O xatoix(dy) | v 
Bolnbeig) tod | Y(tevo)u 


He who dwells in the shel- MESA, Z 
ter of the Most High. fig. 891.1 


< TOIKS 
Comm.: Germer-Durand noted that Ps 90 o! A + 0 


(91),1 is part of the burial service in the Greek € N B O r T (6) Y 
rite. Verse 1 is especially used in Christian in- 

scriptions, mostly for apotropaic purposes, but Y Yo 
it is also found in tombs: e.g., painted in a fu- 

nerary chamber, reused by Christians, in the 

necropolis of Galbari west 
of Alexandria (SEG 32, 
1573), and at the entrance 
of a tomb in the Crimea, 
dated 491 CE (Feissel 575 
n. 147). 





fig. 891.2 


Bibl.: J. Sarum, PEQ 22, 1890, 
306f.; C. Schick, PEQ 22, 1890 
(dr. in front of p. 10) (edd. 
prr). - W. Flinders Petrie, 
PEQ 22, 1890, 158 (dr.); H. 
Guthe, ZDPV 13, 1890, 233; 
J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 577 no. 27; Lagrange, Saint Etienne 128; Thomsen I no. 168; 
Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 4, 778f. fig. 325 pl. 80,5; Abel, DACL 2369; H. Leclercq, 
DACL 13,1, 1937, 840; Thomsen II no. 168; B. Bagatti, SBF 3 1952/53, 135f. no. 45; Bieberstein 





fig. 891.3 
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- Bloedhorn 2, 228f. - Cf. M. Piccirillo, SBF 29, 1979, 245-52; H. Heinen, in: G. Wirth ed., 
Romanitas-Christianitas, 1982, 675-701; D. Feissel, BCH 108, 1984, 571-9; Felle, Biblia Epi- 
graphica 129 no. 215, 523. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer; W. Flinders Petrie, PEQ 22, 1890, 158 (dr.). 
LDS 


892. Funerary inscription 


Lunate sigma and w-shaped omega. OY in ligature; stigma used for xat. No other 
details are available. 


Findspot: Found on a tomb a few meters west of St. Stephen’s Church. 
Pres. loc.: According to Bieberstein - Bloedhorn, it was in storage at the Ecole Biblique (not found). 


(cross) MNHMAAIA 
OEPONZIAA 
AEKTIKAPIOY 

JT YZAIAOEPOY 
XEINAYTON 


Mvfjua ài |oép'ov LAG | Aextixaptov | (xat) Tois 9t bépov|otv avtov 
Tomb belonging to Silas the litter-bearer and his household. 


Comm.: This inscription was found on a tomb near no. 880. Thomsen dated it 
to the 5 c., but the use of monogramme OY and stigma for xaí (as indicated in 
Germer-Durand's copy) makes a date in the 6 c. more likely. 

Though the term Aextixtov or Aextixyn means “litter” in general (a means of 
transport for ladies on journeys, or a stretcher for wounded or sick people: cf. 
Pall., Hist. Laus. 55, ed. Butler 149; Mir. Choziba 1, ed. Houze, Analecta Bollandi- 
ana 7, 1888, 361; Cyr. Scyth., Vita Sabae 76, ed. Schwartz 182; Jo. Mal., Chron. 14, 
ed. Dindorf 366), the lecticarii or decani were bearers of the funeral litters and 
also gravediggers, as is shown by a Christian inscription from the necropolis 
of Tyre (J.-P. Rey-Coquais, Inscriptions grecques et latines découvertes dans les 
fouilles de Tyr (1963-74). I. Inscriptions de la Nécropole, 1977, 21f. no. 29 and 
cf. D. Feissel, BCH 102, 1978, 546ff.). In Constantinople, they were organized 
in ergasteria financed by the state through the patriarch, and were forbidden to 
transport anything but corpses (Nov. 43 and 59, 536 and 537 CE). 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 579f. no. 34 (ed. pr.). - Thomsen I no. 175; Abel, DACL 
2370; H. Leclercq, DACL 8,2, 1929, 2269; Thomsen II no. 175; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 144; B. 
Isaac, in: Tsafrir - Safrai, History 388 (Hebr.) 


LDS 
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893. Graffito in underground tomb 


A large cross, 55 cm high and 33 cm wide, is moulded in the plaster on the eastern 
wall of a tomb chamber with a built and plastered barrel vault. The entrance faces 
north, and the graves are oriented in an east-west direction. Near the end of the 
left arm of the cross, some Greek letters were incised. A horizontal line stretches 
above the last three, a chi, an iota, and a faintly incised beta. On the second line is 
an isolated letter resembling a slanting upsilon or a koppa. 

Meas.: letters 10-12 cm. 


Findspot: On the eastern wall of a tomb opening, in the northwestern corner ofthe 
atrium of the modern church of St. Stephen (Tomb II in Schick's plan, ZDPV 11, 
1884, 255; Tomb 12 in the general plan of Lagrange, Saint Étienne 121). 

Pres. loc.: See findspot. Autopsy: 4. December 2008. 


KXIB 
Y/Q 


App. crit.: K(uptos) X(pıotòs) I(nootis) 
Thomsen, Bieberstein - Bloedhorn. 


K(úpıos) X(piotòs) T(yoo0c) 
BlactAeds) | Öl(piotos) or K(üpie) 
X(ptoté) (noobs) (ov) | 210] (99 
= Au) 





Lord Jesus Christ King the Most High. 
or Lord Jesus Christ, help! Amen. 


fig. 893.1 


Comm.: The order of the names is un- pem 
usual the usual being Kuptos “Incotic K XI 2 

Xptotos. The meaning of the last two D 

marks is unclear. On autopsy, the last let- yJ E 
ter of the first line appears to be a beta. 
If the letter in 1.2 is an upsilon, the two 
can be taken as an abbreviation of B(aatAevs) ü(teoc). For a similar abbreviation of 
Uotos - though in the genitive - see Avi-Yonah, Abbreviations 107. If, however, the 
mark inl.2 is a koppa (which it strongly resembles), one must surmise that a theta after 
it is lost. There is no trace of it on the plastered surface. Koppa theta has the numeri- 
cal value of 99, the well-known isopsephia of Auyy (Avi-Yonah, Abbreviations 114). 


fig. 893.2 


Bibl.: S. Merrill, PEQ 15, 1883, 240 (dr.) (ed. pr.). - Id., PEQ 17, 1885, 227f. (dr); Thomsen I no. 
165; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 227. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer; W. Conder, PEQ 17, 1885, 228 (dr.). 
LDS 


C. Funerary inscriptions 275 
894.-901. Cemetery area on the western slope of the Upper Kidron Valley 


A cemetery area extended on the western slope of the Upper Kidron Valley, beneath 
St. Stephen’s Gate (Lions’ Gate; Bab Sitti Miriam). The gate owes its name to a tradition 
according to which Stephen the Deacon, the first martyr, was stoned on this spot. At 
the beginning of the 20 c. the Greek Orthodox Patriarchy built a church dedicated to 
the Protomartyr in their property in front of the gate, in an endeavour to pinpoint the 
tradition of the site, which was falling into oblivion following the construction of the 
Dominican church and monastery on the site of the Eudocian church of St. Stephen 
north of Damascus Gate. The Greek builders went so far as to maintain that, in digging 
the foundations of the new church, they had found a broken lintel with an engraved 
invocation to Saint Stephen, but their claim, accepted by Macalister and Vailhé, was 
promptly disproved by Vincent, who was able to show that the lintel came in fact from 
Beersheba. Vincent and Abel maintained that the tradition about Stephen’s stoning at 
the eastern gate of Jerusalem was not earlier than the 12 c., while the tradition pointing 
to the northern gate was ancient. Of the tombstones found in this area, some belong 
to rock-hewn tombs (nos. 894, 895), but most were not discovered in situ. Some were 
tombs of individuals (nos. 899, 900, 980), of a family (no. 996), or a monastery (no. 
901). Two of the individuals were members of the clergy, and in one case (no. 980) the 
epitaph specifies the church in which the deceased had served: it was the Probatica, the 
church built over the pool where Jesus had healed the paralysed man (Jn 5,2-9). The 
Probatica was located just within the Lions’ Gate (“The Sheep Gate” of the Gospel), in 
the area now occupied by the Church of St. Anne of the White Fathers. J. Milik (MUSJ 
37, 1960/61, 171) suggested that all the tombstones discovered in this area belonged to 
the cemetery of the Probatica. (LDS) 


Bibl.: On the site, cf. P. Louvaris, Nea Sion 4, 1906, 248 (Greek); C. Spyridonidis, PEQ 39, 1907, 
137-9 (ph); R. Macalister, PEQ 39, 1907, 235; S. Vailhé, EO 8, 1905, 78-86; id., ROC 12, 1907, 70-89; 
L.-H. Vincent, RB 16, 1907, 276f.; id., ibid., 607-11; Meistermann, Guida 238-44; Vincent - Abel, 
Jérusalem nouvelle 4, 758-61; R. Hamilton, QDAP 6, 1938, 153-6; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 224- 
8; E. Shukrun - R. Reich, in: A. Faust - E. Baruch eds., New Studies on Jerusalem 5, 1999, 113-6 
(Hebr); Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 112*, 130*ff. (e), 141£., 170f. (h) nos. 345, 406, 409. 


894.-895. Rock-hewn burial cave of Alexander's family and descendants 


A rock-hewn burial cave, part ofthe Late Roman and Byzantine cemetery situated on 
the slopes of the Kidron Valley, was found sealed and was excavated by B. Zissu and 
Z. Adawi in May 2000. The entrance to the cave was hewn in the cliff looking east, 
and led into a burial chamber (4.5-4.75x2.55-2.85 m), with five burial troughs cut 
into the floor, and a loculus hewn in the southern wall. The remains of 25 individuals 
were found in the three troughs that were excavated. Among the finds, pottery and 
glass dated to the 4-6 c., and two coins, one of Justin I (518-527), the other ofthe early 
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reign of Justinian (527-538). The entrance of the cave was blocked by a close-fitting 
stone slab, bearing a Greek inscription (no. 895). The door was sealed with white plas- 
ter, in which a coin dated 572/3 or 573/4 was embedded. The façade of the tomb was 
coated in antiquity with a filling of dirt mixed with marble and stone chips, which 
contained also a coin of the year 569/70. (LDS) 


894. Burial inscription on a rock-cut tomb, late 4-early 5 c. 


Five-line Greek inscription, 
deeply engraved on the 
roughly chiselled surface 
of the rock, above the right 
side of the entrance of the 
cave. Five niches for lamps 
are hewn in the rock above 
the inscription; a small cross 
is engraved between the sec- 
ond and third niche. A hole 
in the rock, perhaps a failed 
attempt to create an addi- 
tional niche, destroyed the 
beginning of the first line. 
Round letters, irregular and 
badly aligned; cursive alpha, 
mu with low, almost hori- 
zontal middle bar. 

Meas.: letters 5-6 cm. 





Findspot: Beneath Lions' Gate, at the bot- 
tom of the western slope of the Kidron 
Valley. 


Pres. loc.: See findspot (covered with earth). 


[--]IMAAIA 
EPON 
AAEZ 
ANA 

POY 


[Mvfj]ua dtalbégpov | 'AAeE|&v8|pov 


Tomb belonging to Alexander. fig. 894.2 
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Comm.: The shape of the letters points to a date in the late 4-early 5 c. The tomb 
was used by Alexander’s family and descendants for several generations, until it 
was sealed in the late 6 c., as indicated by the coins. 


B. Zissu - Z. Adawi, Atiqot (forthcoming), no. 1 (ed. pr.). — On the site, cf. Kloner, Survey of Jeru- 
salem, 2001, 130* (e), 170 (h) no. 406. 
Photo: B. Zissu. 

LDS 


895. Burial inscription on tomb door 


Five-line inscription, opening with a cross, engraved on the rectangular slab with 
arched top that blocked the entrance to the burial cave. Round irregular letters; 
lunate sigma. Abbreviation with diagonal stroke. The upper right part of the slab 
is weathered. 

Meas.: h 110, w 58, d 9 cm; letters 5-11 cm. 


Findspot: See no. 894. 
Pres. loc.: Beth Shemesh, IAA inv. no. 2000-2370. 


(cross) OHKHA [.] 
A®AAE 
EANAPOY 


KAIZO@I 
AX 


8» 9[]|ad(£pouca) Are|Edvdpov | xal Xoct|ac 


Tomb belonging to Alexander and Sophia. 


Comm.: For comment, see no. 894. 


Bibl.: See bibl. in no. 894. 





Photo: IAA. 


LDS 


896. Funerary inscription on door of burial cave 


Two-line inscription surmounted by a Latin cross, engraved in the upper part ofa 
rectangular slab intended for a tomb door. Elegant letters of the round alphabeth. 


278 Late Antiquity, from Constantine to the Arab conquest 


Round letters are considerably smaller than upright letters and float above the line; 
omicron alternates between large and small size. 
Meas.: h 95, w 68, d 25 cm; letters 4-8, omicron 2.5-4.8 cm. 


Findspot: In earth filling in the area of the tomb beneath Lions’ Gate, at the bottom 


of the western slope of the Kidron Valley. 
Pres. loc.: Beth Shemesh, IAA inv. no. 2000-2371. 


(cross) 


MNHMIONAATIA 
AIOYIIPEXBYTEPOY 


Mvyutov Aa<u>ma|dtou 
mpecQucépou 


Tomb of Lampadius the priest. 


Comm.: Mvyyiov with iotacism. 
The shape of the letters points to 
a date not later than the 5 c. 





Bibl.: See bibl. in no. 894. 


fig. 896 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 
LDS 


897. Funerary inscription on door of burial cave 


Four-ine inscription, opening with a horned cross, carefully engraved on a rectangu- 
lar slab intended for a tomb door. Lunate sigma, w-shaped omega. Abbreviations with 
raised letter (monogrammed omicron-upsilon over nu in 1.2) and with stigma in 1.3. 
Meas.: h 107, w 71, d 19 cm; letters 8-12 cm. 


Findspot: In earth filling in the area ofthe tomb beneath Lions' Gate, at the bottom 
ofthe western slope of the Kidron Valley. 
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Pres. loc.: Beth Shemesh, IAA inv. no. 2000-2372. 


(cross) OHKH 
XTE®ANOY 
TEKTO[XI 
TIONOX 


Oyxy | Utehadvov | véxo(voc) 
X1|tiwvos 


Tomb of Stephanus, carpenter, 
(son) of Sition(?). 


Comm.: The name itiwy seems 
unknown. The position of 
Litiwvos, after the professional 
attribute, would fit an ethnic 
rather than a patronymic; how- 
ever, the ending -twv (nom.) does 
not fit an ethnic (the citizen of 
Sit(t)ai or Settai would be called 
Littyvol or Vetyvol: cf. SEG 37, 
884, 1011) It is therefore pref- 
erable to consider Xttiwvos the 
name of Stephanus’ father, per- 
haps a variant of Sittas (Justin- 
ians Armenian bodyguard, later magister militum per Armeniam). Téxtwv means 
“carpenter”, or “craftsman” in general. 





fig. 897 


Bibl.: See bibl. in no. 894. 
Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 


LDS 


898. Door of tomb with two inscriptions 


Large slab of hard limestone, bearing two inscriptions on its smoothed surface. The 
main inscription (a) is engraved on the upper part of the stone, the secondary text 
(b) runs vertically along its left edge. (a) opens with a cross and ends with a palm 
branch; another small cross separates the first from the second word in 1.1, and the 
line also ended with a cross that was obliterated. The characters are beautifully 
engraved and well spaced, and belong to the round alphabet. The alpha is cursive. 
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(b) also opens with a cross, and each ofits three lines ends with a cross. Oval letters, 
well spaced; mu with a low curving middle bar. 


Meas.: h 170, w 104, d 13 cm; letters (a) 7-9 cm, (b) 3.5-4.5 cm. 


Findspot: On the eastern slopes of the Temple Mount (Reich and Shukrun's ex- 
cavations). 


Pres. loc.: Beth Shemesh, IAA inv. no. 1995-4050. Autopsy: 5 July 2010. 





fig. 898.1 (a) 


(a) (cross) OHKH (cross) QEOOI (cross) 
AOYKAIOEO®A 
NIOYKAIXZTEOAN 
IAOX (palm branch) 


(b) (cross) MNHMAAIAOCEPONHZXYKXIO (cross) 


BPEKAPIOKAITOIZAYTOY (cross) 
KAHPONOMOIS (cross) 





fig. 898.2 (b) 


(a) Ojxy Oeodt| Xov xal Ococa|viou xal Erepav|iðos 
(b) Mvfjua dtadbépov 'Hevxío | Bpexapio xal tots uto | xAnpovduots 


(a) Tomb of Theophilus and Theophanius (Theophanion?) and Stephanis. 
(b) Tomb belonging to Hesychius the breeches-maker and to his heirs. 
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Comm.: Theophanius is a variant of 
the common name Theophanes; it is 
recorded in this form in the LGPN. 
But it may well be neuter, Oeod&vtov, a 
form of diminutive: if so, the deceased 
is more likely a woman than a man 
(cf. O. Masson, MH 47, 1990, 132f.; id., 
ZPE 119, 1997, 62-7). The common 
burial of three persons of both sexes 
must have resulted from their family 
relationship: siblings, or parents and 
a daughter, if Theophanion was fe- 
male. Inscription (b) presents several 
points of interest. First, rather than 
superseding inscription (a), it seems 
an addition to it. Possibly Hesychius 
was another member of the same 
family, who had the text (b) engraved 
to make clear that the tomb, though 
belonging to his deceased relations, 
was open for burial of his heirs. The 
mention of heirs is another point of interest, for while common in Greek and Latin epi- 
taphs of the Roman period, the term is never encountered in Palestinian inscriptions of 
the Byzantine period. A third point is the mention of the deceased's profession: he was 
a bracarius (spelled Bpaxdpios or Bpexdptoc in Greek; see LSJ, s vv), a maker of bracae, 
a garment originally worn by Gauls and Germans as well as by Persians, which became 
popular in late antiquity. The date remains unclear, perhaps 4 c. or early 5 c.? 





fig. 898.3 


Bibl.: Unpublished. - On the site, see E. Shukrun - R. Reich, in: A. Faust - E. Baruch eds., New 
Studies on Jerusalem 5, 1999, 113-6 (Hebr.). 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 
LDS 


899. Funerary inscription 


Limestone slab, roughly dressed. The script occupies a small part of the surface of 
the stone, leaving a blank space 24 cm above the inscription, 68 cm below it. Lunate 
sigma. At the end of each line a stigma. 


Meas.: h 126 cm, w 65 cm, d 27 cm; letters 7-8.5 cm. 


Findspot: Near no. 900, at the entrance of the Greek St. Stephen's, in front of Geth- 
semane (Thomsen). 
Pres.loc.: Not located. 
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(cross) MNHMf 
ANAZTf 
AIAKf 


Mwv$íju(a) | Avaex(actou) or Avacc(aciac) | dtax(dvou) or Qux(ovicovc) 
Tomb of Anastasius the deacon (or: Anastasia the deaconess). 


Comm.: Alt dated the inscription to the 5 or 6 c., based on the form of the letters. 
He noted that this tombstone must have come from the same cemetery as nos. 900, 
901, 996, situated on the western slope of the Kidron Valley outside St. Stephen's 
Gate (Lions' Gate, Bab Sitti Miriam). 


Bibl.: A. Alt, ZDPV 47, 1924, 93f. no. 3 (ed. pr.). - SEG 8, 188; Thomsen II no. 123C; J. Milik, MUSJ 
37, 1960/61, 170f.; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 224f. - On the site, see introduction to nos. 894-901. 


LDS 


900. Tombstone with inscription 


Tombstone with three-line Greek 
inscription, carefully engraved. 
It opens with a cross, and an- 
other large horned cross is 
engraved below the last line, 
almost in the middle of the 
slab. Round letters, mu with 
low middle bar. Lunate sigma 
and w-shaped omega. 

Meas.: h 90, w 58.4, d 12.7 cm. 


Findspot: Found outside St. 
Stephen's Gate near the en- 
trance to St. Stephen's cha- 
pel of the Greek Orthodox 
Church, beside no. 899. 


Pres.loc.: Not located. 


(cross) MNHMA 
MAPIA> 
POMEAX 


(cross) 


Mvfjua | Maptas | Pwuéas 





Tomb of Maria from Rome. 
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Comm.: According to Milik, the Roman woman belonged to the monastery per- 
haps founded by the Roman emperor’s daughter, Apollinaris: see no. 901. 


Bibl.: P. Louvaris, Nea Sion 4, 1906, 248 (Greek); C. Spyridonidis, PEQ 39, 1907, 138f. (ph.); R. 
Macalister, PEQ 39, 1907, 235 no. 3 (edd. prr.). - BE 1908, p. 207; P. Thomsen, ZDPV MN 14, 
1908, 42; Thomsen I no. 187; A. Alt, ZDPV 47, 1924, 93f. no. 3; Thomsen II no. 123B; J. Milik, 
MUSJ 37, 1960/61, 171; BE 1963, 286; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 224f. - For the site, cf. Kloner, 
Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 131*(e), 170f.(h) no. 409. 


Photo: C. Spyridonidis, PEQ 39, 1907, 138. 
LDS 


901. Funerary inscription 


The text opens with an ivy leaf instead of the usual cross. Lunate sigma and w- 
shaped omega; the omicron in 1.2 is written above the mu. 
Meas.: h 72, w 54, d 30 cm. 


Findspot: Near St. Stephen's of the Greek Orthodox, outside St. Stephen's Gate. 


Pres. loc.: In Thomsen's time in situ. Not located. 


(ivy lea) BHKHAIAOE 9 OHKHAI AQE 


POYZAMOATIO 


TYNEKON POYCAMATIO 
Oran dtadé|povod volvio) Arro|Atvaptwv | A | N A P | W N 
Yyuvexov r Y N EK O N 


Tomb belonging to the monastery of the fig. 901 
Apollinarian women. 


Comm.: This tombstone must have come from the same cemetery as nos. 899, 900, 
996, situated on the western slope of the Kidron Valley, outside St. Stephen's Gate 
(Lions' Gate, Bab Sitti Miriam). 

According to a "Life", preserved in the Menologium of Symon Metaphrastes 
(Vita sanctae Apollinaris virginis, PG 114,321-8), Apollinaris, daughter of Anthe- 
mius, emperor of the West 467-472, came as a pilgrim to the Holy Land. She may 
have founded a monastery named after her and possibly occupied by nuns of Ital- 
jan origin, as is apparently hinted by no. 900, found nearby. In 1.2: also possible 
uo(vactyplou) or one or the other term in dative (Milik). Cf. no. 996. 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 566 no. 9 (ed. pr.). - Thomsen I no. 125; Abel, DACL 2365; 
H. Leclercq, DACL 13,, 1937, 853; Thomsen II no. 125; J. Milik, MUSJ 37, 1960/61, 171; BE 1963, 
286; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 225; B. Isaac, in: Tsafrir - Safrai, History 387 (Hebr.). - Mention 
of this monastery, known only from the present inscription, in: S. Vailhé, Revue de l'Orient 
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chrétien 4, 1899, 516; K. Koikylides, Tepi t&v év Tladaotivy dpyatwv xal veotepwv “EAAnuixdy 
yovactypiwy, 1906, 5; Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 4, 911. - On the site, cf. Kloner, Survey 
of Jerusalem, 2001, 131*(e), 170f.(h) no. 409. 


Photo: J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 566 no. 9 (dr.). 
LDS 


902.-910. Area of Gethsemane 


902.-906. Inscriptions from the Cave of Gethsemane 


See introduction to nos. 818-823. 


902. Mosaic with inscription at the entrance to the cave, not earlier than 5 c. 


The mosaic is made of small tesserae and adorned with florets in blue and red on a 
white background. It encloses an inscribed panel of which only the upper left cor- 
ner remains, with the beginning of the first line and two letters at the beginning 
of the second. The letters are traced in red tesserae. Lunate sigma. Nomen sacrum 
marked with horizontal line. 

Meas.: h 15, w 75 (max., frame), 1.1: 54 cm (max.); letters 6-7 cm. 


Findspot: In front of the entrance to the cave of Gethsemane, covering two tombs 
(nos. 58 and 52 in Corbo, Ricerche pl. I), to the right of the descending steps of the 
modern entrance, bounded on the north side by a water channel of the Roman 
period (nos. 63 and 64 in Corbo P. D. 


Pres. loc.: See findspot. 


KEANATIAYS [--] 
NA[--] 





K(úpı)e åváravo[lov --] | fig. 902.1 


NA[--] 


Lord, give rest ... 


Comm.: The mosaic pavement cov- 
ering the two tombs above the crypt 
cannot be earlier than the 5 c. 





fig. 902.2 
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Bibl.: Corbo, Ricerche 21, 16f. figs. 15-16 (ed. pr.). - Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 248-51. - For 
the site, cf. Corbo, Ricerche 3ff., 43-9, 50-8; Küchler, Jerusalem 819f. with fig. 457, 826 fig. 462 
(plans). 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 
LDS 


903. Graffito in the vault of the cave 


Graffito consisting of seven lines within a roughly square frame. Careless, irregu- 
lar letters, with a few cursive features. Lunate sigma and w-shaped omega. Nomen 
sacrum marked with horizontal line. 


Findspot: On the vault of the Cave of Gethsemane, in the northwestern corner. 
Pres. loc.: See findspot. Not found. 


(cross) ELIEPMNHMHZX 
KEAGOEXEQOX 
AMAPTHQN 
XZAMOYHA 
HIIOMENON 

TEX 

KEEAE[.]=ON 


“Prèp uvýuns | xè 
adhecews | duaptydr | 
Vapouna | roué 





Ü' mouévov|1 os. 
| K(úpi)e €A€[y]oov 


For the memory and 
remission of the sins of 
long-suffering(?) Samuel. 
Lord, have mercy. 





Comm.: Bagatti interpreted Umouévovtos in the sense of “suffering” or “patiently 
bearing”, recalling I Cor 13,7; Jas 1,12; 5,13. However, it could also mean “submis- 
sive”, “humble”, especially if the writer was not proficient in Greek, as seems to be 


the case from his spelling. The writing is careless but clearly earlier than no. 904. 


Bibl.: B. Bagatti, SBF 3, 1952/53, 134f. no. 43 fig. 3 (ed. pr.). - Corbo, Ricerche 22 n. 10 (announc- 
ing that the graffiti would be published by S. Loffreda, but no publication did appear), 32 figs. 
27, 28; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 248-51. - For the site, see no. 902. 
Photo: Corbo, Ricerche 32 fig. 28. 

LDS 
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904. Two-line graffito on the vault of the cave, 7-8 c. 


Two-line Greek graffito in cursive lettering with some ligatures. Lunate sigma. 


Findspot: On the vault of the Cave of Gethsemane, in the northwestern corner (*). 
Pres. loc.: See findspot. Not found. 


(cross) MNIXTITHKE 
TOYAOYAOYZOYIIAXMOY 


App. crit.: TAZMOY Bagatti; possibly 
IIAXIM[--] with ligature of sigma and 
iota (from ph.). 





Mviotty (= MyWo'Owc v) K(ópüe || Bossa 
tov dovAov cot Tactuov (?) fig. 904 


Remember, O Lord, your servant Pasimus(?). 


Comm.: Bagatti dates the characters to the 7 c. The graffito was incised on plaster 
that was twice coated with additional layers, the last time in the 12 c. Bagatti men- 
tions as parallel for his reading of the name an example from Egypt, Ilacuotv (SEG 
8, 607), but this would not give a nominative IIacuozs, as he restores. A more likely 
reading could be Iaciz[ov] or Mactufiov] from Tactic or Tacyutos/Ilaciwtos, a 
common Egyptian name: see P.Stras. 6, 501 1.11; BGU 6, 1315 1.4; 1316 1.6; P.Grenf. 
2, 29 r. 1.4; IGR 1, 1271; A. Bernard, De Thebes à Syéne, 1989, 24f. no. 10 1.4; SEG 53, 
2003. The form Pasimos seems not otherwise attested. 


Bibl.: B. Bagatti, SBF 3, 1953, 133 no. 42 fig. 2 (ed. pr.). - See bibl. no. 903. 
Photo: B. Bagatti, SBF 3, 1953, 133 fig. 2. 


LDS 


905. Fragment of white marble with remains of inscription 


Fragment of white veined marble with 
remains of two lines of Greek script 
carefully engraved; tall narrow letters 
with notable serifs. W-shaped omega. 

Meas.: h 18, w 13, d 5 cm; letters 5-6 cm. 


Findspot: Mount of Olives, Cave of 
Gethsemane. 

Pres. loc.: SBF Museum, Jerusalem. Autopsy: 
21 January 2008. 





[.-|TOTEATO[--] 
[--]EK A[--] 
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App. crit.: 1.1 IOIEATO Corbo; 1.2 EKM Corbo. 
[--]t6 te åywfvioue? |--] exA[yor? --] 
... and the contest (?) ... church (€) ... 


Comm.: The fragment may belong to an epitaph containing a paraphrase of 2 Tm 
4,7 (xv xaAóv àyGva Hywvicual, TOV ðpóuov TeTEAExa), something along the lines of 
TOV Opdmov TEeAETAS TO TE AYWVLTWA xav àyoviápuevoc, xal TH ExxAnola QovAeUcac 
év0dde xeitat 6 deival--]. This would be the epitaph of a priest. For similar formulae, 
all in epitaphs of clerics or nuns, cf. Felle, Biblia epigraphica, nos. 198, 212 (no. 875 
this vol.), 246 from Palestine, 771 from France. All the Palestinian examples date 
from the late 6-early 7 c., a date that can also fit the present fragment. 


Bibl.: Corbo, Ricerche 45f. no. 3 fig. 39,3 (ed. pr.). 


Photo: G. Nalbandian. 
LDS 


906. Fragment of marble with remains of inscription 


Remains of two lines of Greek script, engraved on a fragment of gray marble. Blank 
strip on the left side, indicating that the fragment comes from the left-hand edge of 
the slab. The upper side is chipped, but it seems to represent the upper edge of the 
slab. Traces of guidelines. 

Meas.: h 10, w 9, d 3 cm; letters ca. 2 cm. 


Findspot: Mount of Olives, Cave of Gethsemane. 
Pres. loc.: SBF Museum, Jerusalem. Autopsy: 21 January 2008. 


EITE[--] 
OYII--] 


"Ene [Siunoe? --] | OYI[--] 
Departed ... (2) 


Comm.: If this fragment is really the upper left 
corner of a slab, and thus the letters EITE[--] 
represent the beginning of the inscription, it 
may belong to an epitaph opening with the for- 
mula ’Emedyjuyce npóc Küptov ó detva tot deiva 
... “Departed to the Lord so-and-so, son of so-and-so ...". For this formula, cf. 
P.-M. Séjourné, RB 7, 1898, 126f., a Byzantine epitaph from ‘Ein Fit, in northern 
Golan. However, it cannot be excluded that the fragment belonged to a dedicatory 





fig. 906 
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inscription beginning with the formula 'Eri, “in the days of”, for in Byzantine in- 
scriptions éri is sometimes spelled émet. 


Bibl.: Corbo, Ricerche 45f. no. 8 fig. 39,8 (ed. pr.). 


Photo: G. Nalbandian. 
LDS 


907.-908. Rock-hewn tomb in front of the Garden of Gethsemane 


The garden of olive trees, traditional place where Jesus spent the night before his 
capture, lies between the Tomb of the Virgin and the Church of the Agony (Geth- 
semane Church). The old road to Jericho ran in front of it in a north-south direc- 
tion. A rock-hewn tomb discovered in the late 19 c. in front of the garden to the west 
was buried under the motorway built by the Jordanians in the 1960s. On the walls 
and vault of the tomb were painted decorations, including Greek letters. (LDS) 


907. Painted funerary inscription 


Painted double wreath of olive leaves, flanked by two birds, of which only the one 
on the left was completely preserved; above the bird is a cross. Remains of an omega 
could be seen under the right arm of the cross. Underneath are the remains of a 


painted inscription. W-shaped omega. 
Pres. loc.: Disappeared. 


(cross) Gi 


[.] Q Ces pat Je bao z - 
Vinccription grecque 
[--]MONI[--] FER 


eec ust colombe presque enlieve a gehe 
eX les pais dune autre a troite 


[AO [IMONE] Piscine Se pair 


a VeudvoiFmarque 
Comm. Remains \* mer a } k y 35 
of a child's skel- ¢ Ale “fae y ir aale ul 7 
eton were found . y 
in the tomb, which m 
makes it less likely fig. 907 


that it could be- 
long to a monastery (if one reads uov[fjic]) or contain the burial of monks or nuns 
(uov[alovtoc?] or uov[axo0?]). 


Bibl.: Fr. Pancrace, Saint Francois et la Terre Sainte, 1891, 201-6 (non vidi), reprinted in: Corbo, 
Ricerche 71-4 fig. 64 (ed. pr.). - Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 242f. - For the site, cf. Kloner, Survey 
of Jerusalem, 2001, 130*(e), 170(h) no. 406. 
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Photo: Fr. Pancrace, in: Corbo, Ricerche 72 fig. 64 (dr.). 
LDS 
908. Inscription painted on wall of burial chamber 


Painted cross with remains of the letters alpha and omega under its arms. Remains 
of an unreadable inscription could be seen painted on the vault above it. Today no 
longer visible. W-shaped omega. 


Fragments 
Rene Crow ot Fore Taseriplice 
[--] Greeque 
(cross) sur La paroi Nord àv Sepuere WS 
AQ v 
* 

`v 4 

Bibl.: Fr. Pancrace, Saint Frangois et la Terre Sainte, 1891, 201-6 a, 


(non vidi), reprinted in: Corbo, Ricerche 71-4 fig. 64 (ed. pr.). - See PRV Naturelle 


bibl. no. 907. 
fig. 908 


Photo: Fr. Pancrace, in: Corbo, Ricerche 72 fig. 64 (dr.). 
LDS 


909.-911. Burial caves above Gethsemane 


A little building, Qasr ‘Abd ed-Danaf, just above Gethsemane, adjoins two buri- 
al caves, one Byzantine with trough graves, the other Herodian, comprising two 
chambers, one with kokhim, the other with arcosolia, reused in the Byzantine 
period (no. 911). The tombs belong to the extensive necropolis of Dominus Fle- 
vit (Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 136*(e), 175(h) no. 424). The area is now 
included in the garden of the Russian monastery of St. Mary Magdalene. A tomb 
door (no. 909) and a fragment of tombstone (no. 910) were found in the qasr. (LDS) 


909. Funerary inscription of abbess Charate 


Large slab of hard calcareous stone (Thomsen: marble) broken at the top and bottom; 
the surviving piece is broken into two parts. On the left side, along the edge, one can 
make out a groove or rebate, which seems to imply that the slab was to be fitted some- 
where. The inscription has three lines in a tabula ansata in relief, surmounting a large 
cross also in relief, the text also opens with a cross. Various abbreviations are marked 
with a stigma and the diphthong OY is ligatured. Movactyptou is abbreviated with a 
small omicron raised above the mu. Lunate sigma and w-shaped omega. 

Meas.: h 49, w 67 cm. 


Findspot: Qasr ‘Abd ed-Danaf, just above Gethsemane. 
Pres. loc.: Museum of Louvre, Paris, inv. no. AO 1214. 
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(cross) OHKfALADEPOYXATH 
OXIOQTATIXAPATIHTOYM/TOY 
EYATfMOfTONAPMENIXf 


App. crit.: 1.1 ©yx[y] Clermont-Gan- 
neau; Oyxt Germer-Durand; Oxy 
Leclercq, Bieberstein - Bloedhorn; 

1.2 Xapávy Germer-Durand, Leclercq; 
Xapatyh, Thomsen; 1.3 Evavy(yeAtotou) 
Germer-Durand, Leclercq; Apyevi(wv) 
Clermont-Ganneau; Apuevi(v) Bieber- 
stein - Bloedhorn. 








Oyx(y) ðapépovoa tH | dotwtat'y’ 
Xapat y *youu(évy) tot | eday(ots) wo(vartyptov) tov | Apuevio(cdv) 


Tomb belonging to the most saintly Charate, abbess of the chaste monastery of the 
Armenian women. 


Comm.: Thomsen assigned a 6-7 c. date to the inscription, apparently because he 
connected it to the monastery with mosaic pavements and Armenian inscriptions 
discovered not far from the building where the tombstone of Charate was found. 
The inscriptions are dated by M. Stone to the late Byzantine - early Islamic period 
(nos. 837-839, 925; for earlier discussion of their date, see Avi-Yonah, 168 n. 4). The 
Armenian inscriptions are in a funerary context (a burial chapel’), but there is no 
clear indication that this chapel (?) was attached to a convent or nunnery. Milik no- 
ticed that one of the inscriptions (no. 838) invoked St. Isaiah, and suggested identi- 
fying the monastery of Charate with an ancient foundation of Melania the Younger 
(+ 439) on the Mount of Olives, based on his surmise that a cult of the prophet Isaiah 
was widespread in the sanctuaries of Jerusalem in the time of Eudocia (t 460), and 
particularly in nunneries. This foundation might have been taken over by Arme- 
nian nuns when the Latin nuns became scarce in Jerusalem (Milik). An Armenian 
monastery on the Mount of Olives, near the tomb of the prophet Isaiah (traditional- 
ly located in the Kidron Valley), was destroyed by the Muslims: Archives de l'Orient 
Latin 2, 1884, 395; Sanjian 276 no. 6. A connection between Charate's tombstone and 
the Armenian inscriptions might thus be suggested, and the palaeography of the 
epitaph could be consistent with a late Byzantine - early Islamic date. 

However, according to Dussaud, who quotes F. Macler, the name Charate is not Ar- 
menian, nor can it be identified with the Greek female name Xapittv. Rather, it would be 
a Semitic name, probably &rmn hrt’, known as a woman's name in Palmyrene. 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 571 no. 15 (ed. pr.). - Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, AMSL 11, 
1885, 167 no. 11 (dr); id., ARP I 325-42 at 326; Dussaud, Louvre 38f. no. 22; Thomsen I no. 
141; Abel, DACL 2355f.; H. Leclercq, DACL 13,1, 1937, 849; Thomsen II no. 141; Bieberstein - 
Bloedhorn 3, 259-62 at 261. - Cf. M. Avi-Yonah, QDAP 2, 1932, 167ff. nos. 117-120, with earlier 
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bibliography; J. Milik, RB 67, 1960, 364ff. no. 18, 563 no. 35; A. Sanjian, Le Muséon 82, 1969, 
265-82; K. Hintlian, History of the Armenians in the Holy Land, 1976, 14. - On the site, cf. 
Kloner - Zissu, Necropolis, 205 nos. 3-20. 


Photo: Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, AMSL 11, 1885, 167 no. 11. 
LDS 


910. Fragment of a tombstone (?) 


Fragment of a tombstone? 


Findspot: In the floor of one of the upper chambers of the Qasr ‘Abd ed-Danaf. 
[-IYAA[--] 


Comm.: According to Clermont-Ganneau, the letters belonged to the same period 
as those of the burial inscription of Charate (no. 909); on the other hand, Thomsen 
assigned an 8-9 c. date to the Charate inscription and a 5 c. date to the present one. 
Even if the stone could be located, a date could hardly be assigned to it on palaeo- 
graphical grounds, as only three letters remain. Clermont-Ganneau was told by the 
owner of the qasr that the rest of the inscription was in another part of the building, 
to which he was denied access. 


Bibl.: Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 326 (ed. pr.). - Thomsen I no. 142; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 261. 
LDS 


911. Funerary inscription painted on wall of cave 


Burial system consisting of two chambers, one containing kokhim, the other ar- 
cosolia. The walls were decorated with flowers, palm leaves, doves, and crosses 
flanked by the letters alpha and omega. W-shaped omega. 


Findspot: Painted on the wall the two-chamber burial cave on the slope of the 
Mount of Olives, above the Church of the Agony (Gethsemane Church). 


Pres. loc: See findspot. 


AQ 
Apa) öluéya) 
Alpha - omega (the beginning and the end). 


Comm.: The burial cave was in use in the Herodian period, as shown by fragments 
of ossuaries found in it, and later reused in the Byzantine period, as indicated by the 
painted decoration. Cross with alpha and omega is a reference to Apoc 1,8; 21,6; 22,13. 
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Bibl.: M.-J. Lagrange, RB 1, 1892, 448-51 (dr.) (ed. pr.). - Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 325; Bieber- 
stein - Bloedhorn 3, 260. - Cf. K. Galling, PJb 32, 1936, 83 (map), 90. 
LDS 


912.-914. Grounds of the Russian church of St. Mary Magdalene 


The Russian church of St. Mary Magdalene was built by Czar Alexander III in 
memory of his mother; it was consecrated in 1888. It stands between the Church 
of the Agony (Gethsemane Church) and Dominus Flevit, and in the grounds there 
are several tombs of the extensive necropolis of Dominus Flevit. Inscriptions were 
found in rock-hewn burial chambers (nos. 912, 914) and on stone slabs scattered in 
the area, which may have served as doors of tombs (no. 913). 


Bibl.: F. Robinson Lees, PEQ 25, 1893, 140; Meistermann, Guida 277; S. Kochav, Mount of Ol- 
ives, 1999,16. 


912. Funerary inscription of Mamas of Gades(?) engraved 
on lintel of rock-cut tomb, late 6-early 7 c. 


Greek inscription of three lines roughly engraved on the lintel of a rock-hewn tomb 
with an entrance of masonry. The burial chamber, entered by three descending 
steps, has three sunken loculi; there is also an inner chamber. The letters are rough; 
theta is drop-shaped. Lunate sigma and w-shaped omega. The letters NON were 
inserted in 1.2 by the stonecutter, who miscalculated the space and could not com- 
plete the word téxvwv. 

Meas.: h 30, w 90 cm. 


Findspot: In the southeastern corner of the area. 
Pres. loc.: Not located. 


(cross) OIKHAIA®EPOY 
NON ZAMAMAK 
AAITANOYKTONTEK 





App. crit.: 1.2 ON Germer- 1 
Durand, Abel; 11.2-3 g m 9121 
Magax|eAov, Tatiou x(at) 

t&v téx(vwv) Germer-Durand, Abel; Maga x|ar(A)t(é)xvou x(a) THv véx(vov) Murray, Thom- 
sen, Bieberstein - Bloedhorn. 





Ox» diahépov|oa Maya Kaditavot x(al) vv céx|vov 


Tomb belonging to Mamas from Gades(?) and (his) children. 
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Comm.: O7 is spelled Ox», with io- 
tacism. Thomsen assigned a 5 c. date 
to this inscription, but the shape of the 
theta points to the second half of the 6 
c. or even the early 7 c. If the reading 
Kaditavod is right, Mamas was a Gadi- 
tanus, from Gades (= Cadiz in Spain). 
On western Europeans in Jerusalem, see 
L. Di Segni - Y. Tsafrir, in: Tsafrir - Saf- 
rai, History 265ff. (Hebr.). 





E 
fig. 912.2 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 567f. (ed. pr). - M.-J. Lagrange, RB 1, 1892, 448-51; A. 
Murray, PEQ 25, 1893, 138 (ph.), 140f.; Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 1-2, 390; Thomsen I 
no. 127; Abel, DACL 2364f.; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 259-62. 


Photo: A. Murray, PEQ 1893, 138. 
LDS 


913. Funerary inscription of Theodulus, 5-6 c. 


13-line Greek inscription on a marble slab. The letters are carefully chiseled in 
elegant round script. Stigma marks one of the abbreviations. The copies made by 
the early editors do not mark the no- , 
men sacrum with horizontal line, but i 
perhaps the beginning of such a line 
may be made out in the photo. 

Meas.: h 150, w 70 cm; letters 8 cm. 


Pres. loc.: Reburied in an unknown spot of 
the Russian estate. 


hot qe 
ek 


(cross) OHKHAIA 
®EPOYEA 
@EOAOYAQ 
TENOMENQ. 
OYPOPOTHX 
ATIAXTOYXY ta i 
ANAXTAXEQX ELM 
KAITIETPQOE E 
OXEB/OYPOPO EGON 
THXAYTHXYI eee ET. 
QAYTOY (cross) E ae = aii 


^ 
vacat P a 


KAIIIANTON 1 2$; À 
TONATA®AYTQ fig. 913.1 
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App. crit.: 1.13 aócG (v) Germer-Durand, Abel. 


Oxy dialepovca | 

OcodovrAw | yevouévo | Supwed cj | 
&ylac tot X(ptoto)d | Avactacews | 
xal Tlétpw OeloceB(eotatw) 0upcp | 
THS AVTHS vil adtot | xai mavtwyr | 
THY Olad(epdvtwyv) adTq 


Tomb belonging to Theodulus, who 
was doorkeeper of the Holy Anasta- 
sis of Christ (= Holy Sepulchre) and 
to Petrus, most God-fearing door- 
keeper of the same (church), his son, 
and of all his (their) household. 


Comm.: Lagrange and Thomsen 
dated the script to the 5 c., while 
Abel ascribed it to the 6 c. On the of- 
fice of a doorkeeper of a church, see 
no. 968. 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 567f. 
(ed. pr.). - M.-J. Lagrange, RB 1, 1892, 448; 
Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 1-2, 
390; Thomsen I no. 126; L. Vincent, RB 34, 
1925 pl. 14,2 (ph.); Vincent - Abel, Jérusa- 
lem nouvelle 4, 802; Abel, DACL 2363f. 
fig. 6193 (dr); H. Leclercq, DACL 13,1, 
1937, 854; Thomsen II no. 126; Bieberstein 
- Bloedhorn 3, 261f.; B. Isaac, in: Tsafrir - 
Safrai, History 386 (Hebr.). 


Photo: L. Vincent, RB 34, 1925 pl. 14,2; 
Abel, DACL 2364 fig. 6193 (dr.). 


914. Funerary inscription of Stephanus 





if T7 Boy DR 


A hp AN 


: UU A 777; j, : 
DNIE hA es INVE 
AT RUE 


fig. 913.2 


LDS 


Underground tomb consisting of a chamber 12 feet long and 5 feet 10 inches wide 
(ed. pr.), accessed through a hole in the vault that opened in the sloping ground 
above and was blocked with two stone slabs. The chamber contained seven rock- 
hewn burial troughs, 5 feet to 5 feet 10 inches long, separated by thin walls (4 inches 
thick). On the third trough from the east a Greek inscription was cut in the wall. 
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No squeeze could be made, owing to the brittleness of the rock; a drawing was 
made and sent to the PEF office but never published. Lunate sigma. 
Pres. loc.: In situ? 


(cross) ZTEDANOX 
UTEpavos 
Stephanus. 


Comm.: 5-6 c. according to Thomsen. This type of burial was in use also in the 6-7 c. 


Bibl.: Thomsen I no. 128 (ed. pr.). - C. Schick, PEQ 19, 1887, 151f.; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 
260. 


LDS 


915.-916. Dominus Flevit, Mount of Olives 


See introduction to nos. 824.-827. 


915. Epitaph of Cyrillus on sarcophagus lid 


Lid of sarcophagus 155 cm long, 75 cm wide, with a triangular section 37 cm high. 
One of the ends seems to have been broken and later marked with a rough cross. 
The name is engraved along the lower edge of the lid. Lunate sigma. 

Meas.: letters 8 cm. 


Findspot: Found in 1914 on the summit of the Mount of Olives, near the church 
of Dominus Flevit; later built into a wall in front of the northeastern corner of the 
enclosure of the Benedictine Nunnery. 

Pres. loc.: In Thomsen’s time at the Benedictine Nunnery. 


















KYPIAAOX VENENIS SEES 
\ NY vy NN EÑ WY N 
\ AMA » S AN We N NN 
Kúpıààoç 
CRUS KYPIANOC 


Comm.: Abel dated the inscrip- 


i fig. 915 
tion to the 5 c. However, the 
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sarcophagus - a very simple type manufactured in Jerusalem in the Second 
Temple period - is probably earlier by several centuries. Sarcophagi, as well as 
ossuaries, were found in the kokhim, tombs in the form of long, narrow shafts 
carved in the rock, in the necropolis of Dominus Flevit, dated to the Second 
Temple period, but not in the arcosolium tombs of the same necropolis, dated 
to the 3 c. and 4 c. and continuing subsequently. The cross appears to be a late 
addition on the broken end of the lid, possibly made when the lid was reused, 
possibly to cover a trough grave. It is unclear whether the inscription refers to 
the original burial or to the secondary use. The name Kyrillos was most popu- 
lar in the Byzantine period, but it is not unknown among Jews before 70 CE 
(Ilan, Lexicon I 321). 


Bibl.: F.-M. Abel, RB 34, 1925, 578 no. 3 pl. 19,2 (ed. pr.). - SEG 8, 178; Thomsen II no. 137A; 
Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 285. - Cf. Bagatti - Milik, Dominus Flevit I; H. Geva, NEAEHL 2, 
1993, 753. 


Photo: F.-M. Abel, RB 34, 1925 pl. 19,2 (dr.). 


LDS 


916. Tombstone of Sisinius, 6 c. 


A slab, reused as a threshold by cutting a rectangular depression along the top of 
the letters of a one-line inscription. A cross beneath the inscription was partly cut 
when the stone was adapted for secondary use, and possibly one or more lines at 
the head of the inscription were lost. The letters and the cross are deeply engraved. 
The characters are round, and point to a date not later than the first half of the 6 c. 


Meas.: w 104, d 32 cm. 
Findspot: In secondary use in the courtyard of the monastery which adjoined the 
Church of Dominus Flevit. 
[--IIZINIO[--] 

(cross) 

App. crit.: Xtowlo[u] Bagatti, followed 


by SEG, but the stone is broken where 
the first sigma should be. 


[Z]tewto[u] 





(Tomb) ... of Sisinius. 
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Comm.: Apparently this was a tombstone, and it probably came from the earlier 
building (see no. 826), which suggests that the building was a funerary chapel. 


Bibl.: B. Bagatti, SBF 6, 1955/56, 254f. fig. 8 (ed. pr.). - BE 1960, 416; SEG 17, 787; Ovadiah, Cor- 
pus 83f. no. 72. - On the site, see no. 826. 
Photo: B. Bagatti, SBF 6, 1955/56, 255 fig. 8. 
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917.-922. Viri Galilaei, Mount of Olives 


See introduction to nos. 828.-830. 


917. Tombstone with engraved Latin cross 


Marble (?) tombstone with engraved Latin cross. On the left side of the cross is in- 
cised a Greek letter, possibly the remnant of the name of the deceased. 


Meas.: h 40.5, w 33 cm. 


Findspot: Near the modern Angelismos Chapel. 
Pres. loc.: Kept in the convent at Viri Galilaei according to the previous editors. Not found. 


Y (cross) 


Comm.: Thomsen dated it to the 5 c. 


Bibl: C. Schick, PEQ 21, 1889, 179, 182 fig. 
3c, 184; id., ZDPV 12, 1889, 199 no. 2 (edd. 
prr.). - K. Karnapas, Nea Sion 6, 1907, 844 no. 
2 (Greek); Thomsen I no. 149; Bieberstein - 
Bloedhorn 3, 315, 318 no. 8. 





Photo: C. Schick, PEQ 21, 1889, 182 fig. 3c (dr.). 
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918. Tombstone with engraved Latin cross 


Marble (?) tombstone bearing an engraved Latin cross over some unreadable let- 
ters. The only visual evidence is the drawing in PEQ 1889, 182, in which the first 
mark may be a broken mu, the second an inverted nu, the third part of an eta liga- 
tured to the following mu. The alpha above the second mu to the right may be the 
last letter of a roughly traced MNHMA (cf. no. 919 from the same cemetery and of 
very similar shape and design). 
Meas.: h 61, w 28 cm. 


Findspot: See no. 917. 
Pres. loc.: See no. 917. 


(cross) 


A 
+N+M 


————— 


App. crit.: 1.3 uvýuľ[ns --] Bieberstein - Bloed- 


horn. A 
9 

- Y 
Mvijua(?) X 
Tomb(?). N 


Comm.: Thomsen dated it to the 5 c. 


Bibl.: C. Schick, PEQ 21, 1889, 179, 182 fig. 3b, 
184; id., ZDPV 12, 1889, 199 no. 2 (edd. prr.). - 
J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 575; id., RB 2, 
1893, 214; K. Karnapas, Nea Sion 6, 1907, 844 
no. 2 (Greek); Thomsen I no. 150; Bieberstein 
- Bloedhorn 3, 315, 317 no. 6. 


a scii eias 





Photo: C. Schick, PEQ 21, 1889, 182 fig. 3b 
(dr.). fig. 918 
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919. Tombstone of Gorgonius(?) with Latin cross 


Marble (?) tombstone with Latin cross in relief flanked by Greek letters; another 
line of script under the cross. In ZDPV Schick also marked an omega to the right of 
the cross that does not appear in the drawing in PEQ. 

Meas.: h 53, w 30.5 cm. 


Findspot: See no. 917. 


C. Funerary inscriptions 299 


Pres. loc.: See no. 917. 


(cross) Q ^ 
IOP[.]N«H | 
MNHMA ; 
App. crit.: [A?] (cross) Q popivon?... uvýun ... | 
Thomsen no. 151 (from Schick) ; Topyoviou 
wfjua Germer-Durand, Thomsen no. 157, i 
Bieberstein - Bloedhorn. " 
f N V 
? 

[A] Q | Fop[yc]v[ou] 9) | uvijue m Ü P N d H 2 
R 
R 

Alpha - Omega (the beginning and the i 
end). Tomb of Gorgonius(?). Ma j N N ^ N 


Q 
RoP No H en 2 inches : 
MNHMH a 


fig. 919.2 





Comm.: Thomsen dates it to the 5 c. Thomsen mistakenly lists this stone twice, 
once (no. 151) from Schick’s drawing, the other (no. 157) from Germer-Durand’s 
reading. 


Bibl.: C. Schick, PEQ 21, 1889, 179, 182 fig. 3a, 184; id., ZDPV 12, 1889, 199 no. 2 (edd. prr). - J. Ger- 
mer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 575; id., RB 2, 1893, 214; K. Karnapas, Nea Sion 6, 1907, 844 no. 2 (Greek); 
Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 1-2, 390; Thomsen I no. 151; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 314-8. 


Photo: C. Schick, PEQ 21, 1889, 182 fig. 3a (dr.); C. Schick, ZDPV 12, 1889, 199 no. 2 (dr.). 
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920. Slab with funerary inscription of bishop Theogenes 


Stone slab (marble according to Thomsen), with a well-smoothed surface and a 
Greek inscription of three lines, carefully engraved in round letters. The kappa at 
the end of 1.3 has the lower leg crossed by a diagonal stroke, an abbreviation mark. 


Findspot: Near the modern Angelismos Chapel. 


300 Late Antiquity, from Constantine to the Arab conquest 


Pres. loc.: Near the church of Little Galilee, set side by side with no. 921, in a sunken area sur- 
rounded by a fence; not its original place. 


(cross) OHKHTOYATIOY (cross) 
IIATPOXEHMONOGE 
Ol'ENOYXEIIEIZK 


App. crit.: 1. 3 £revox' Di Segni 1993. 


Op 100 &ylou | matpds hudv 
Ge|oyévouc énewx(ómov) 





Tomb of our holy father Theo- 
genes, bishop. 


Comm.: No bishop called 
Theogenes occupied the 
see of Jerusalem. He may 
have been a foreign bishop 
who died in Jerusalem, 
or the bishop of one of 
the resident communities 
that did not communi- 
cate with the patriarch of | 
Jerusalem, e.g., the Arme- 
nians (cf. no. 879), or even 
the bishop in charge of an 
ethnic community (cf. no. 1000). Thomsen dated the tombstone to the 5 c., which 
suits the shape of the letters. 





fig. 920.2 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 574 no. 21 (ed. pr.). - Id., RB 2, 1893, 213 no. 21; PEQ 26, 
1894, 90; K. Koikylides, 'O £v MadyB& Mwcaıxóç, 1897, 26 (Greek); R. Kraetzschmar, ZDPV 
MN 3, 1897, 56 no. 5; Thomsen I no. 153; Abel, DACL 2368; T. Themeles, Nea Sion 25, 1930, 646 
(Greek); B. Schlauck - A. Alt, PJb 29, 1933, 91 fig. 4; H. Leclercq, DACL 13,1, 1937, 850; G. Kirk, 
JPOS 18, 1938, 163 no. 3; Thomsen II no. 153; Meimaris, Chron. Systems 315; L. Di Segni, IEJ 43, 
1993, 167; SEG 43, 1062; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 315, 317 no. 4. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 
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921. Slab with funerary inscription of Hilarius, priest 


Stone slab (marble according to Thomsen) with a well-smoothed surface. Round letters. 
In 1. 2, abbreviation marked with horizontal line. 


Findspot: See no. 920. 
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Pres. loc.: See no. 920 and photo there. 


(cross?) ELAAPIOY 
IIPX 


App. crit.: L1 [Ojx]y Thomsen, 
Bieberstein - Boedhorn; 1.2 m(at)p(6)s 
Germer-Durand 1892; mp(e)a(Butépov) 
Germer-Durand 1893, Thomsen, Abel, 
Bieberstein - Bloedhorn. 





EiAapíou | mp(e)o(Butépou) 
(Tomb) of Hilarius, priest. 
Comm.: Thomsen dated the tombstone to the 5 c. 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 574 no. 22 (ed. pr.). - Id., RB 2, 1893, 213; Vincent - Abel, 
Jérusalem nouvelle 1-2, 390; Thomsen I no. 154; Thomsen II no. 154; Abel, DACL 2368; T. 
Themeles, Nea Sion 25, 1930, 646 (Greek); H. Leclercq, DACL 13,1, 1937, 850; Bieberstein - Bloe- 
dhorn 3, 316f. no. 2. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 
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922. Slab with funerary inscription of Timotheus 


Stone (marble according to Thomsen) slab with a very worn inscription; no details 
given. Germer-Durand's facsimile endeavours to show some characteristics of the 
script in print: angular omega, sigma and stigma, mu with splayed legs, all typical 
of 5 or early 6 c. 


Findspot: Near the modern Angelismos Chapel. 
Pres. loc.: Kept in the convent at Viri Galilaei, according to the former editors. Not found. 


(cross) YIIEPMNH/fKAI 
ANAIIAYXEOX 
TIMOOEOY TOY 
®IAI[--]JOY 
ANEIIAHMH/[X 
EITTEMBPIOY 

INA AI (cross) 


App. crit.:"Ym£p uvy [wis] (sic) xai | vara osos | GU.o0£ov tod | [npecQuc]épou Germer-Durand 
1892, Leclercq; 1.4 PIA[--]OY, diAouuévov? Germer-Durand 1893; diAloxp(ictov) wovay? ot 
Thomsen, Bieberstein - Bloedhorn; d1A{avopwrjou Abel. 
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"Ynép uvy(uns) xal | dvartravoews | Tyrodéou tod | QU [oxptoc]ou(?) | åverán uyi) 
LlemteuBplov | tvd(txt vos) av 


For the memory and rest of Timotheus, the Christ-loving; he died in September of 
the 11th indiction. 


Comm.: The current reading of 1.1-3 is based on Germer-Durand 1893. Thomsen 
dates the tombstone to the 5 c. The formula verán is typical of the south (Gaza 
and the Negev). This raises doubt about the origin of the stone. This would not be 
the only stone kept at Viri Galilaei but originating from the south: see introduction 
to nos. 828.-830. 

Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 574 no. 23 (ed. pr.). - Id., RB 2, 1893, 213f.; Vincent - Abel, 
Jérusalem nouvelle 1-2, 390; Thomsen I no. 155; Abel, DACL 2368; T. Themeles, Nea Sion 25, 


1930, 646 (Greek); H. Leclercq, DACL 13,1, 1937, 850f.; Thomsen II no. 155; Bieberstein - Bloe- 
dhorn 3, 315, 317 no. 5. 
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923.-924. Area of the Ascension Church 


See introduction to nos. 833.-835. 


923. Graffiti of Gaianus, Paulus and Amos on the wall of a burial chamber 


Various graffiti on the Byzantine plaster. 


Findspot: On the southern wall of a burial chamber hewn in the rock under the 
"Little Martyrium" of Melania the Younger attached to the southeastern side ofthe 
Church of the Ascension (a), and on the northern wall of the same burial chamber 
(b) and (c). 


Pres. loc.: See findspot. Not found. 


(a) TAIANOI[] 
(b) IAYA[--] 
(c) AMOS 


(a) atavé[c] 
(b) IIa9A [oc] 
(c) Apoc 


(a) Gaianus. 
(b) Paulus. t ^ 
(c) Amos. fig. 923 (a) 
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Comm.: In 1959 Corbo excavated around the southeastern side of the foundations of the 
Byzantine Church of the Ascension (see Corbo, Ricerche 94 ph. and 96 fig. 69). Corbo 
brought to light the apse of a Byzantine chapel attached to this foundation, which he 
identified with the “Little Martyrium" built by Melania the Younger for the men’s mon- 
astery she had founded near the Ascension Church, and which was inaugurated in the 
presence of Empress Eudocia on May 16, 439 (Vita Petri Iberi, 31f., 49, ed. and tr. Horn 
- Phenix 42-5, 64-9; Vita Melaniae jr. 49, 57-58, 64, ed. Gorce 220-4, 240-4, 256; ed. Lau- 
rence, 250-3, 271-5, 288f.). Under the chapel was a rock-hewn crypt with a vaulted ceil- 
ing, entered from the west. The walls were covered with slabs and plastered, except the 
lower part of the wall, where the burials were located. The Church of Ascension was de- 
stroyed at the time ofthe Persian conquest of Jerusalem (614) and not restored. It is likely 
that the chapel too went out of use at the same time. It is impossible to decide whether 
the graffiti were traced by visitors or were meant to perpetuate the memory of deceased 
buried here. In any case, they are unlikely to be later than the beginning of the 7 c. 


Bibl.: V. Corbo, SBF 10, 1959/60, 217ff. (ed. pr.). - Id., Ricerche 93-162 at 111f. fig. 82; Bieberstein 
- Bloedhorn 3, 300f. - Cf. Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 1-2, 360-73, 387; 4, 748; Ovadiah, 
Corpus 85f. no. 74; Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 137*(e), 177(h) no. 427; P. Laurence (ed.), 
Gerontius, Vita Melaniae Iunioris, 2002, 65-76.; Küchler, Jerusalem 897 fig. 503. 


Photo: Corbo, Ricerche 111 fig. 82. 
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924. Epitaph in burial cave, 2-5 c. (?) 


Four-line Greek inscription within a tabula ansata. Round letters. According to 
Barclay's drawing, which seems to be more faithful than the one reproduced by de 
Saulcy, alpha has a slanting bar and mu resembles two adjoining lambdas placed 
back to back. Later the wall with the tabula was coated with a thick layer of plaster 
and the inscription disappeared from view. Now the tabula ansata is uncovered, 
but the inscription has disappeared. Lunate sigma. 


Findspot: In Ste. Pelagia's Cave 
(Tomb of Hulda the prophetess), E PE 


southeast of the Ascension Cha- CZ AS PCV 


pel, on a wall near the cenotaph. 


Pres. loc.: Destroyed (Seligman - Abu ( m | Y j 
Raya). LET 2 1/ A AZ 


OAPXIAO 
METIAA 
OYAIZAGAN 
ATOX 


App. crit.: ll. 1-2 Ao|wetina [a]? 
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Odpot Aoluetia(A)a, | ovdis dbdvlatos 
Courage, Domitilla, nobody is immortal. 


Comm.: Judging by the drawing, the inscription can date from the late 2 c. to the 
early 5 c., which more or less corresponds with the time when the formula “Nobody 
is immortal” was in fashion. Thomsen suggested that the epitaph might be Chris- 
tian, but there is nothing to support it. 


Bibl.: De Saulcy, Voyage Mer Morte II 282 pl. 2 (dr.) (ed. pr.). - J. Barclay, The City of the Great 
King, 1857, 456 (dr.); Tobler, Dritte Wanderung 356; de Vogiié, Temple 136 no. 9; Waddington 
no. 1897; F. de Saulcy, Jérusalem, 1882, 301; Warren - Conder, SWP Jerusalem 424 no. 8 (dr.); 
J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 572 no. 17; C. Conder, PEQ 25, 1893, 178; Clermont-Ganneau, 
ARP I 368f. (note); Thomsen I no. 138; Abel, DACL 2366; H. Leclercq, DACL 13,1, 1937, 849; 
Thomsen II no. 138; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 297f,; J. Seligman - R. Abu Raya, Atiqot 42, 2001, 
228 fig. 12. - On the site, see introduction to nos. 833.-835. 


Photo: J. Barclay, The City of the Great King, 1857, 456 (dr.). 
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925.-929. Russian Convent, Mount of Olives 


See introduction to nos. 836.-840. 


925. Armenian funerary inscription of Susanik, mother of Artawan 


Fragmentary mosaic, surrounded by a frame with geometric design, depicts vari- 
ous birds and fruits in medallions and squares. In the northern corner an Arme- 
nian inscription runs along the border. 

Meas.: mosaic: h 7, w 6.7 m; inscription: w 2.96 m. 


Findspot: Russian Convent, Mount of Olives. 
Pres. loc.: In the Hall ofthe Museum of the Russian Convent, Mount of Olives. 





fig. 925.1 


U3U Thr E [6JFULELAN[3] 6I CULUUL VUPU UCSUPUTSUS 
2nfrh^ dL 


wju nhn E Gawubien{y] 6ÓnL2uruQuuu duru UnnwrLwuwj Znnh etc 
Translit.: ays dir € eranelwo[y] SowSankan mawrn Artawanay Hori ZH 


This is the tomb of blessed Susanik, mother of Artawan. Hori 18. 
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Comm.: This is probably 
the first example of an 
Armenian month used 
in an inscription. The 
name is the same as on a 
stone fragment covering 
a rock-cut plastered tomb 
also found at the Russian 
Convent on the Mount of 
Olives, no. 928. fig. 925.2 











Bibl: M. Riess, ZDPV 8, 1885, 155-61 (ed. pr.). -Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 329-34; J. Strzy- 
gowski, ZDPV 24, 1901, 165-71; R. Horning, ZDPV 32, 1909, 113-50 at 125; Vincent - Abel, Jeru- 
salem nouvelle 2, 391; M. Alawnuni, Ancient Armenian Monasteries and Churches in the Holy 
Land, 1931, 161 (Arm.); M. Avi-Yonah, QDAP 2, 1932, 168; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 330f.; T. 
Greenwood, DOP 58, 2004, 90; E. Loukianoff,'O EAATON, 1939, 5ff.; Küchler, Jerusalem 902ff. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer; Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I, pl. in front of 329 (dr.). 


MS 


926.-929. Burial rock chamber at the Russian convent, Mount of Olives 

Burial cave next to the "Russian House". East of the garden door in an old rock 
chamber. The ceiling was vaulted in recent times. 

926. Greek-Armenian funerary inscription 


Inscription on a fragmentary covering stone of one of the graves in the burial cave. 
@HKHN OJ H K a N 
PUSCHh+[--] M uy 3 ^ | L 


fig. 926 


Oxy n | gunhe-] 
Translit.: o | tayri+[--] 
Grave belonging to... 


Comm.: Late Byzantine/Early Islamic period. Reading of Armenian is uncertain. 


306 Late Antiquity, from Constantine to the Arab conquest 


Bibl.: M. Riess, ZDPV 8, 1885, 155-61 (ed. pr.). - S. Dmitrevskiy, Russkie raskopi na Eleonskoy 
gore, 1885 (repr. 2006), 53 (Russ.); M. Stone, in: Stone - Ervine - Stone, The Armenians 203 
no. 2c. 


Photo: M. Riess, ZDPV 8, 1885 pl. 4 no. 4 (dr.). 


MS 


927. Armenian funerary inscription of Jojik 

Stone fragment covering a rock-cut plastered tomb. 
(cross) QNQhU 
Qnenu: 


Translit.: Jojik 





J ojik (is buried here). 
Comm.: Late Byzantine/Early Islamic period. It is a man's name. 


Bibl.: M. Riess, ZDPV 8, 1885, 155-61 at 161 no. 5a-c pl. IV (ed. pr.). - TaSean, Survey 137 (Arm.); 
J. Strzygowski, ZPDV 24, 1901, 134-71; M. Avi-Yonah, QDAP 2, 1932, 167; Bieberstein - Bloed- 
horn 3, 330f.; M. Stone, in: Stone - Ervine - Stone, The Armenians 204; Küchler, Jerusalem 904. 


Photo: MS. 
MS 


928. Armenian funerary inscription of Susan 

Stone fragment covering a rock-cut plastered tomb. 

(cross) CNP OUS T XU tu pe 
GnL2wu: fig. 928 
Translit.: Sowsan 

Susan (is buried here). 


Comm .: Late Byzantine/Early Islamic period. The name is the same as on the mo- 
saic in the Hall of the Museum of the Russian convent, no. 925. 
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Bibl.: M. Riess, ZDPV 8, 1885, 155-61 at 161 no. 5a-c, pl. IV (ed. pr.). - TaSean, Survey 137 (Arm.); J. 
Strzygowski, ZPDV 24, 1901, 134-71; M. Avi-Yonah, QDAP 2, 1932, 167; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 
3, 330f.; M. Stone, in: Stone - Ervine - Stone, The Armenians 204; Küchler, Jerusalem 904. 


Photo: M. Riess, ZDPV 8, 1885 pl. 4 no. 5c (dr.). 


MS 


929. Armenian funerary inscription of Marin 
Stone cover of a rock-cut plastered tomb. 


(cross) VU PU 
U'unh'üu: 


Translit.: Marin 





Marin (is buried here). | anc fig. 929.1 


Comm.: This name is perhaps a hypochoristic of MO AQ ph » 


Mariam with the demonstrative suffix (-n). There isa -— 
place Surmari, from surb mari, “St. Mari(am)”. s 


Bibl.: M. Riess, ZDPV 8, 1885, 155-61 at 161 no. 5a-c, pl. IV (ed. pr.). - TaSean, Survey 137 (Arm.); J. 
Strzygowski, ZPDV 24, 1901, 134-71; M. Avi-Yonah, QDAP 2, 1932, 167; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 
3, 330f.; M.E. Stone, in: Stone - Ervine - Stone, The Armenians 204; Küchler, Jerusalem 904. 


Photo: MS; M. Riess, ZDPV 8, 1885 pl. 4 no. 5a (dr.). 
MS 


930.-935. Area of the Church of the Paternoster and 
the convent of the Carmelite nuns 


See introduction to nos. 831.-832. 


930. Building inscription in mosaic floor of a funerary chapel 


Double circle inscribed in a square; the inner circle is filled with a colorful geomet- 
rical pattern of black, gray, blue, green, yellow and white tesserae. The inscription 
runs all around the circular border: a cross, in a southeastern direction, marks the 
beginning and end of the script. The letters are traced in black on a white back- 
ground and belong to the round alphabet. Abbreviations marked with a diagonal 
stroke through kappa, and with stigma. 

Meas.: 2 95 cm, within square of 100 cm. 
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Findspot: In a tomb chamber on the western slope of the Mount of Olives, below 
the Carmelite Monastery, north of the “Tombs of the Prophets” on a lower level. 
Pres. loc.: See findspot (not found). 


(cross) YIIEPEYXHXfANAIIAYZEOZKAAIXTPATOYYIIOAIAKATfANAXTAXEQX 


App. crit.: S for (xal) Germer-Durand, 
Gelzer, Leclercq; xé Bieberstein - Bloedhorn; 
x(al) all other eds., based on Schultze's dr., 
which though detailed is marred by errors. 
Kavotpdtou Schultze, de Rossi. 


‘Yep exc (xal) dvattatoews 
Kadtotpatou vrodiax(dvou) ay(ias) 
Avactacews 


For the vow and rest of Calistratus, 
subdeacon of the Holy Anastasis. 





Comm.: Thomsen dated the inscription fig. 930.1 
to the 5 c.; a later date seems also pos- 

sible. The inscription is not an epitaph, but commemorates the erection of a funer- 
ary chapel, possibly for the use of Calistratus’ family. 


Bibl.: Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, RA 35, 1878, 398f. (ed. pr.). - V. Schultze, ZDPV 4, 1881, 14-7 
pl. VI,1 (dr); Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, RCr 18, 
1884, 263; J. Mordtmann, ZDPV 7, 1884, 120; 
G.-B. de Rossi, Archives de l'Orient Latin 2, 
1884, 446; S. Dmitrevskiy, Russkie raskopi na 
Eleonskoy gore, 1885 (repr. 2006), 53 (Russ); 
J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 571f. no. 16; 
H. Gelzer, ZDPV MN 1, 1895, 19ff.; Ch. Cler- 
mont-Ganneau, ARP I 341; A. Jacoby, Das 
geographische Mosaik von Madaba, 1905, 
13f. no. 12; R. Horning, ZDPV 32, 1909, 124f. 
no. 1; Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 1-2, 
390; Thomsen I no. 131; Abel, DACL 2365f.; 
M. Avi-Yonah, QDAP 2, 1932, 169 no. 120A; 
H. Leclercq, DACL 13,1, 1937, 849 fig. 9479 
(dr.); SEG 8, 176; Thomsen II no. 131; Bieber- 
stein - Bloedhorn 3, 274. 








Hier setzt: sich das Mosaik; unter dem Boden fort Süden 


QAO} uzpog Uap ADM YS sup apis 4z2ps LITT 








Photo: J. Germer-Durand, RB 1 1892, 571 no. fig. 930.2 
16 (dr.); V. Schultze, ZDPV 4, 1881 pl. L1 (dr.). 
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931. Funerary inscription on a stone slab 


Slab broken on the right side and at the bottom, with four-line Greek inscription 
carefully engraved. Round alphabet. 
Meas.: h 80, w ca. 50, d 20 cm. 


Findspot: Found in 1960 near the entrance of an ancient tomb, southwest of Pela- 
gia's tomb on the Mount of Olives. 


ANAPEO[] 
EYXEBIOY 
SIZENNIO[] 
IIONTOY 


‘Avdpéo[u] | EdceBiou | Zweevvto[u] | 
Tlavtou 


(Tomb) of Andreas, Eusebius, Sisen- 
nius, Pontus. 


Comm.: The slab may have blocked the 
entrance to the tomb. 


Bibl.: Corbo, Ricerche 151 fig. 109 (ed. pr.). - 
Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 296f. 


Photo: Corbo, Ricerche, 151 fig. 109. 





932. Epitaph on tombstone, 5 c. (?) 


Slab broken at the upper left corner and around the right and bottom edges, but the 
inscription is intact, except for a part of the initial cross. The letters belong to the 


square alphabet. ` 
Meas.: h 38, w 52 cm; letters 4-5 cm. "and N 
MHHKHKECA / 


PIOYM OM 
AZONTOC 







Findspot: Found in tomb S1, on the 
terrace west of the Paternoster Church 
(Carmelitan monastery). 







(cross) PHKHKEXA 
PIOYMON 
AZONTOX 


O1 Keca|píou wov|dfovtos fig. 932 


310 Late Antiquity, from Constantine to the Arab conquest 
Tomb of Caesarius, monk. 


Comm.: Thomsen dated the inscription to the 6 c., but the palaeography points 
rather to the 5 c. 


Bibl.: L. Cré, OC 9, 1911, 127 (ed. prJ. - L. Vincent, RB 20, 1911, 239 fig. 4 (dr); J. Reil, ZDPV 38, 
1915, 62; Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 1-2, 346 fig. 152 (dr.), 389; C. Kaufmann, Handbuch 
der altchristlichen Epigraphik, 1917, 277; Thomsen I no. 136; Abel, DACL 2366; H. Leclercq, 
DACL 11,2, 1934, 2489f., fig. 8388 (dr.); Thomsen II no. 136; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 288, 291. 


Photo: L. Vincent, RB 20, 1911, 239 fig. 4 (dr.). 
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933. Funerary inscription, possibly on door of a tomb 
Ten-line Greek inscription engraved on a stone. The letters are coarse, of irregular 


size and badly aligned; some show cursive forms. Lunate sigma and w-shaped omega. 
Meas.: h 110, w 70 cm. 








Findspot: Found at the entrance 
of a tomb, during the construc- 
tion of the cloister of the Pater- 
noster monastery (Carmelitan 
monastery). 

Pres. loc.: Last seen in the museum of 
the Paternoster monastery. 


(cross) 

(cross) MNHMATIIPEX (cross) 
BB (cross) OEO«IAOY (cross) 
HIOYMENOJY (cross) 

(cros) KAIOEOMNHOTOY 
IIPEXBYTEPOY (cross) 
KAIIIAPAKAAOY 
MENINAMHEIIA 
NOHMCONOETE 
TINAKAIKPINA 
AABOOXAMHN 


(cross) 


App. crit.: 11.1-2 mpea|Bu(tépov) 
Bieberstein - Bloedhorn, 

mpec|B (urép)ou, OY in ligature, all 
other eds.;1.8 6ét[e] Thomsen, Bieber- 
stein - Bloedhorn; 0«5j»x& Abel; 
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1.9 x(ai) Thomsen; x& Bieberstein - Bloedhorn; xptv<y> Abel; 11.9-10 xpi «u?»a AaB (ece?). O (s)óc 
(2) Aujv Thomsen; xpiua AaB (ete) O (£0)c àpxjv Bieberstein - Bloedhorn. 


Myvfjua mpsc |B(urépov) &od(Aou | nyoupevon | xal Oeouvý'T xov | npeoßurépov | xal 
mapaxaAo|uev iva uy, éná|vo nudy 056 | td, xal xpiva<ı> | AaB(óvca) O(e)dc. Aujy 


Tomb of the priests, of Theophilus, abbot, and Theomnestus, priest; and we beg that 
you do not place anyone above us; and may God judge the usurper. Amen. 


Comm.: Based on the coarse writing and the multiplicity of crosses, Germer-Durand 
assigned a late date (unspecified) to this inscription; Thomsen tentatively suggested 
the6 c. In 11.9-10 Bieberstein - Bloedhorn follow Germer-Durand in their translation: 
“daß Gott den Ubeltater bestrafen möge”, though they follow Thomsen's reading. 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 570 no. 14 (ed. pr.). - Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, AMSL 11, 
1885, 222 no. 83 (dr); Thomsen I no. 135; Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 1-2, 389; Abel, 
DACL 2366; H. Leclercq, DACL 13,1, 1937, 849; Thomsen II no. 135; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 
295f. no. 5. - On funeral curses, cf. no. 986. 


Photo: Clermont- Ganneau, AMSL 11, 222 no. 83 (dr.). 
LDS 


934. Epitaph, late 3-4 c. 


Slab slightly broken along the upper edge. The letters are square; rho and upsilon 
are much higher, with long stems descending below the line. 
Meas.: h 72, w 62 cm; letters 11cm. 


Findspot: Found in tomb, just west of the 
northwestern corner of the Credo Crypt 
of the Paternoster Church (Vincent). 


EIZIA 
OPOY 


App. crit.: [Ojxy] | Eicià|ópou Thomsen; 
(cross) Eiotd|wpou Abel. 


Eictd|wpou 
(Tomb) of Isidorus. 


Comm.: The tombstone was found still 
in situ over Tomb A, which was cut by 
the foundation trench of a support wall 
of the Byzantine church, the Eleona, 
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built by Constantine between 326 and 333 CE. Therefore the tomb must be earlier 
than the church. However, Vincent dated the epitaph to the 5-6 c. or even later, on 
palaeographical grounds (?), and therefore he was forced to resort to sophistry to 
make the tomb later than the wall. Thomsen, on the other hand, dated the epitaph 
to the 4 c., without giving a reason. In fact, the square letters and the long-tailed rho 
and upsilon can fit quite well a date in the late 3 c. or in the early 4 c. The cross added 
by Abel and the word 8x», added by Thomsen apparently do not exist on the stone. 


Bibl.: L. Cré, OC 9, 1911, 127f. (ed. pr.). - L. Vincent, RB 20, 1911, 235 fig. 3 (dr.); Vincent - Abel, 
Jérusalem nouvelle 1-2, 343f. fig. 150 (dr.), 389; J. Reil, ZDPV 38, 1915, 62; Thomsen I no. 137; 
Abel, DACL 2366; H. Leclercq, DACL 11,2, 1934, 2489 fig. 8389 (dr.); Thomsen II no. 137; Bieber- 
stein - Bloedhorn 3, 287, 290f. 


Photo: L. Vincent, RB 20, 1911, 235 fig. 3 (dr.). 
LDS 


935. Monogrammed cross and inscription in rock-cut burial cave 


Monogrammed cross followed by two Greek letters engraved over the arched en- 
trance of a rock-cut burial cave. No other details available. Clermont-Ganneau 
made a sketch of this inscription. W-shaped omega. 


Findspot: Rock-cut burial cave excavated on an undefined spot on the west slope 
of the Mount of Olives, in the area between the Paternoster Church and the Tombs 
of the Prophets. 


(cross) PQ 


Comm.: Thomsen tentatively dated this to the 6 c. 


Bibl.: Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, AMSL 11, 1885, 243 no. 130 (ed. pr.). - P.-M. Séjourné, RB 5, 1896, 
276; Thomsen I no. 160. 


LDS 


936.-954. "Tomb of the Prophets" - Rock-hewn burial complex 


Rock-hewn burial complex, the so-called “Tomb of the Prophets” (Kubur el-anbia), on 
the southern slope of the Mount of Olives, consisting of a central circular chamber 
(diam. 7.80 m, max. height 9 m), entered from the north through a descending flight 
of steps. Three corridors, 9 to 12 m long, branch out from this chamber and lead to a 
semicircular corridor, with 29 burial loculi cut in the outer wall. The loculus exactly 
in front of the entrance was not used for burial but enlarged into a corridor that leads 
into a rectangular chamber with three loculi. The loculus at the southwestern turn of 
the semicircular corridor pierces a preexisting burial chamber (of the Second Temple 
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period), destroying one of its five loculi; the opening was blocked with stones. An- 
other inner semicircular corridor connects the spike-like corridors but contains no 
burials. Another six loculi open in the northern wall of the western corridor, and in 
the eastern, a winding corridor with loculi opens in the northern wall, in front of the 
entrance of the inner semicircular corridor (see plans in Avni - Zissu 120 fig. 2, 123 fig. 
3). The scholars who explored the complex in the 19 c. counted only 26 (Schick) or 27 
(Clermont-Ganneau) loculi. They were numbered from the northeastern end of the 
outer corridor. The loculi, 55-65 cm wide, open at a level of ca. 45 cm from the ground. 
All the walls are plastered, with plaster containing many sherds of pottery of the Byz- 
antine period. Avni and Zissu noticed that the loculi opening in the wall broke the 
layers of plaster and were therefore later than the plaster itself. Some scholars (Vin- 
cent, Patrich, Kloner and others) maintained that the complex was hewn in the Sec- 
ond Temple period, when burial chambers with loculi were common (although none 
has the peculiar plan of this complex), but was used or reused in the early Byzantine 
period, as indicated by the inscriptions on a majority of the loculi, several of which are 
accompanied by crosses. But Avni and Zissu established that the loculi were only 
hewn in the Byzantine pe- 
riod, and if the corridors 
were created at an earlier 
time, their function may 
not have been funerary. 
The entrance chamber it- 
self has an opening at the 
top that may indicate a for- 
mer use as a cistern, and in 
its walls are water pipes 
hidden under the plaster 
and leading to four basins, 
whose function is unclear. 
The inscriptions scratched 
above the loculi identified 
the deceased buried in each 
loculus, several of whom 
were foreigners. Clermont- 
Ganneau concluded that 
this was a polyandrion, 
used for burial of pilgrims 
or visitors who had no kin 
in Jerusalem and therefore 
had no family tomb. Most fig. 936 
of the inscriptions, nos. 

936-952, are in Greek, but there are also some in Hebrew (nos. 953, 954) and in Latin, 
perhaps late (medieval), and traces of others, undocumented and undeciphered. The 
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loculi are numbered according to Avni and Zissu's survey (Clermont- Ganneau's num- 
bers in brackets, when they differ from Avni and Zissu's). (LDS) 


Bibl.: F. de Saulcy, Jérusalem, 1882, 242-46; C. Schick, PEQ 25, 1893, 128-32; Warren -Conder, 
SWP Jerusalem 403f.; Kloner, Necropolis 1980, 26£; M. Avi-Yonah, NEAEHL 2, 1993, 784; J. 
Patrich, in: I. Singer ed., Graves and Burial Practices in Israel in the Ancient Period, 1994, 190- 
211 (Hebr); G. Avni - B. Zissu, in: A. Faust - E. Baruch eds., New Studies on Jerusalem 5, 1999, 
117-27 (Hebr); Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 138*f.(e), 179(h) no. 434; Kloner - Zissu, Ne- 
cropolis, 207f., fig. 101 (plan). 


936. Burial inscription of Harpagius, 4 c. 


Above loculus 2, the second from the northeastern end of the outer corridor. The 
Greek inscription may have been surmounted by a cross. The two alphas have a 
horizontal middle stroke, the rho has a long tail. Lunate sigma. (Above loculus 1 
there is no inscription, but a cross is scratched above the tomb.). 


Meas.: 1. 36 cm; letters 3-5 cm, rho 8 cm. 
Pres. loc.: In situ. 


APIIATIXZ 
Aptayi(o)s 


Harpagius. 





Comm.: The shape of the alpha can point 
to an early date, not later than the 4 c. 





Bibl: Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 345-80 at 
352 Cell no. 2 (dr.) (ed. pr.). - L. Vincent, RB 
10, 1901, 73-88 at 83 no. 2; Thomsen I no. 129a; 
Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 279-82 no. a; Küchler, Jerusalem 846f., fig. 477,2 (dr.). 


fig. 936.2 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer; Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 352 (dr.); Kloner - Zissu, Necropolis 592 
(dr.). 


LDS 


937. Remains of burial inscription 


Between loculi 2 and 3: two-line Greek inscription, incised in small letters. Cross 


at the beginning of 1.2. 
Pres. loc.: No longer visible. 
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+OY[--JO[.JNAL.] 
(cross) +NOT[--] 


Bibl.: Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 352 Cells 
nos. 2-3 (dr.) (ed. pr.). - L. Vincent, RB 10, 
1901, 83; Thomsen I no. 129b; Bieberstein - 
Bloedhorn 3, 279-82 no. b. 





Photo: Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 352 (dr.). 
LDS 


938. Burial inscription of Antiochus of Bostra 


Above loculus 3: Greek inscription in two lines boldly incised with a sharp tool. 
Large round letters. The alpha is cursive. Lunate sigma. Only the left part is still 
readable. 

Meas.: 1.1: 125 cm, 1.2: 135 cm. 


Pres. loc.: In situ. 


ANTIOXOX 
BOXTPHNOXX 


Avttoyxos | Bootpyvdc 





Antiochus of Bostra. l à fig. 938 


Bibl.: Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 353f. Cell no. 3 (dr.) (ed. pr). - L. Vincent, RB 10, 1901, 83 no. 3; 
Thomsen I no. 129c; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 279-82 no. c; Küchler, Jerusalem 846f,, fig. 477,3 (dr.). 


Photo: Clermont- Ganneau, ARP I 353 (dr.). 
LDS 


939. Burial inscription of Onesime 


Above loculus 6, located above 4-5, a bit to the left: one-line Greek inscription sur- 
mounted by three crosses framed within a rhombus. The first cross on the left is 
10 cm high and 11 cm wide, the two to the right are arranged in descending order 
of size. Under the inscription another cross, 5x5 cm, and to its right a Latin cross, 
h 15 cm, w 5 cm. Clermont-Ganneau noticed traces of additional letters under the 
name of the deceased, which may have indicated her ethnic origin. Now only the 
first four letters can be made out. In Clermont-Ganneau's drawing, mu (now disap- 
peared) is shaped like two adjoining lambdas. Lunate sigma. 
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Meas.: w presently 19 cm; letters 5-8 cm. 
Pres. loc.: In situ. 


(cross) (cross) (cross) 
ONH2IMH 


(cross) 
‘Ovycivy 


Onesime. 


Bibl.: Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 354f. 
Cell no. 6 (dr.) (ed. pr.). - L. Vincent, 
RB 10, 1901, 83 no. 6; Thomsen I no. 
129e; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 279- 
82 no. e; Küchler, Jerusalem 846f,, fig. 
477,6 (dr.). 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer; Clermont- 
Ganneau, ARP I 354 (dr.). 





940. Burial inscription of Gelasius 


Above loculus 7: one-line Greek inscription, only partly preserved. Oval letters. 
Clermont-Ganneau noticed the remains of a second line, possibly containing the 
deceased's ethnic. Lunate sigma. 


Meas.: w 30 cm; letters 4-7 cm. 
Pres. loc.: In situ. 


TEAAXI[--] 


App. crit.: 'eAáct(o)c Thomsen; l'eAáctoc 
Bieberstein - Bloedhorn. 


l'eA&ci[oc] 





Gelasius. 


Bibl.: Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 355f. Cell no. 7 (dr.) (ed. pr.). - L. Vincent, RB 10, 1901, 83 no. 
7; Thomsen I no. 129f; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 279-82 no. f; Küchler, Jerusalem 846f., fig. 
477,7 (dr.). 


Photo: Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 355 (dr.). 
LDS 
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941. Funerary inscription of Florianus 


Above loculus 8: inscription tending to cursive forms. The text is surmounted by 
a zigzag line, resembling a four-stroke sigma, crossed by a vertical stroke, h 48 cm 
(inverted in Clermont-Ganneau's drawing. Under the text, Latin cross, h 15, w 16 
cm). In the copy made by de Vogüé and reproduced in Warren - Conder, a Hebrew 
inscription appears beside this, but in fact it is located near loculus 23 and is medi- 
eval. Lunate sigma and w-shaped omega. 

Meas.: w 78 cm; letters 4-8 cm. 

Pres. loc.: In situ. 


®AQPIANOZAXTATOX 


(cross) 


App. crit.:"Aotayos De Vogüé; 
aota[t]os = Latin hastatus 
Waddington; ‘Actatos 
Clermont-Ganneau. 





Prwplavos actatos 


Florianus hastatus(?). 





Comm.: Hastatus means a soldier armed with hasta or javelin, but in late Roman 
sources it is rather a term for a centurion. John Lydus, in a description of the vari- 
ous components of a legion, with the Latin names in Greek transcription and their 
Greek translation, lists aat&to1 (Lydus, ed. R. Wuensch 48, 1.8), but as the passage 
is part ofa historical dissertation on the origin of military rations during the Punic 
wars, it is not clear whether the list portrays 6 c. realities or is just an antiquar- 
ian piece. In any case, Ammianus Marcellinus still mentions hastati as part of the 
Roman army in the late 4 c. (cf. Grosse 116). However, Clermont-Ganneau has a 
different suggestion. Based on at least three epitaphs in this burial complex that 
include the ethnic ofthe deceased (nos. 938, 949, 952), all from lands far away from 
Jerusalem, he concluded that the tomb was destined for foreigners and assumed 
that more ethnic attributes were hidden in the unreadable inscriptions. Therefore, 
he preferred the reading Actaios (breathing sic), which he considered derived from 
the toponym Hasta, mentioned in the Notitia Dignitatum as a place garrisoned 
by the ala prima miliaria under the command of the dux Palaestinae (Not. Dign. 
Or. XXXIV 36). The place is not identified. Seeing that several of the toponyms in 
the Notitia Dignitatum are transcribed in a distorted form, and on the assump- 
tion that Not. Dign. Or. XXXIV of the Notitia and the Beersheba tax edict were 
parallel lists, both recording military posts in Palestine, A. Alt (ZDPV 58, 1935, 
24ff., 40) identified Hasta with Asoa: the latter appears in the Beersheba edict but 
is missing from the inventory of garrisoned places in the Notitia. Asoa in its turn 
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is not located, see G. Schmitt, Siedlungen Palastinas in griechisch-rómischer Zeit, 
1995, 180. However, there is no reason to unify the two lists (see L. Di Segni, SCI 
23, 2004, 131-58) and therefore Hasta must remain a separate place from Asoa. It is 
also worth noting that Hasta need not be a distorted toponym in Palestine; it was 
the name of several Roman towns in Italy and Spain (RE VII 2507f., s.v. Hasta 4-6). 


Bibl.: de Vogüé, Temple pl. XXXVIIL2 (dr.) (ed. pr.). - Waddington no. 1903a; Warren - Conder, 
SWP Jerusalem 403f.; Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 349f., 356ff. Cell no. 8 (dr.); L. Vincent, RB 10, 
1901, 83 no. 8; IGR 3, 1206; Thomsen I no. 129g; E. Dabrowa, Legio X Fretensis, 1993, 86 no. 14; 
Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 279-82 no. g; Küchler, Jerusalem 846f., fig. 477,8 (dr.). - Cf. R. Grosse, 
Rómische Militárgeschichte von Gallienus bis zum Beginn der byzantinischen Themenverfas- 
sung, 1920. 


Photo: A. Ecker; Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 356 (dr.). 


LDS 


942. Remains of inscription 


Above loculus 9: remains of letters above a cross. Alpha with slanting bar. 


Meas.: letters 5 cm, A 14 cm. 
Pres. loc.: In situ. 


[--ATIE-] 


(cross) 


App. crit.: XII Thomsen. 





Bibl.: Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 358 Cell no. 9 (dr.) (ed. pr.). - 
Thomsen I no. 129h; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 279-82 no. h. 


fig. 942.1 
Photo: A. and N. Graicer; Clermont- Ganneau, ARP I 358 (dr.). 18 


LDS 


943. Inscription of uncertain meaning 


Above loculus 12 (Clermont-Ganneau: 11): Greek inscription in small letters. The 
letters in Clermont-Ganneau's drawing seem to be inverted. 
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Meas.: w 7 cm; letters 3-3.5 cm. 
Pres. loc.: In situ, partly destroyed. 


TMX[--7] 





App. crit.: IMXI[--]V drawing; ) 
XMT|--] all eds. fig. 943.1 


Comm.: If the first three letters are really TMX, in this order, they may be interpret- 
ed as a number, rather than an abbreviated formula referring to Christ - X(pıotòç) 
Mhiyahà) Taber) or X(piotòs 6 &x) M(apias) y(evvnðeiç) - as interpreted by Cler- 
mont-Ganneau. By the practice 
known as isopsephism the figure 
643 corresponds to the numeri- 
cal value of various formulas, the 
commonest being 62d¢ Bonde: see 
M. Avi-Yonah, Abbreviations 111. fig. 943.2 





Bibl.: Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 358 Cell no. 11 (dr.) (ed. pr.). - L. Vincent, RB 10, 1901, 84; 
Thomsen I no. 129k; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 279-82 no. k; Küchler, Jerusalem 846f., fig. 
477,11 (dr.). 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer; Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 358 (dr.). 


LDS/EDD 


944. Funerary inscription of Beithynice or a woman from Bithynia 


Beside loculus 12 (Clermont-Ganneau: between 11 and 12): two-line Greek inscrip- 
tion in large letters. Oval alphabet, with tall narrow letters; almond-shaped omi- 
cron. The last letter may be an omicron (as in Clermont-Ganneau’s notes), but from 
the squeeze it seems rather an eta or a iota followed by a cross. 

Meas.: w 37 cm. 

Pres. loc.: In situ, now almost completely disappeared. 


BEIOY 
NIKH 


BetOu|vixy, 
Beithynice. or Woman from Bithynia. 
Comm.: An ethnic, possibly used to designate 


a deceased whose given name was not known. 
Clermont-Ganneau suggests possible explana- 
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tions for a woman being known by her ethnic (servile origin, a proselyte) but, if this 
burial complex was reserved for foreign pilgrims with no family links in Jerusalem, 
the most likely reason would be that the person died soon upon her arrival, without 
having made herself known, and was identified only by her origin, either by fellow- 
travellers or because of the hostel she had sought. Pilgrims arriving in Jerusalem 
usually turned to their fellow countrymen for hospitality, as we learn from many 
hagiographic stories. 


Bibl.: Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 358f. Cells nos. 11-12 (dr.) (ed. pr.). - L. Vincent, RB 10, 1901, 
83; Thomsen I no. 129l; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 279-82 no. l; Küchler, Jerusalem 846f., fig. 
477,11A (dr). 
Photo: Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 358 (dr.). 

LDS 


945. Funerary inscription with single letter II 


Above loculus no. 15 (Clermont-Ganneau: 15 or 16): The plaster is gone from most 
of the wall around kokhim 14-21 (Clermont-Ganneau: 13-20); here and there are 
traces of crosses and unrecognizable marks. A single pi remains above kokh 15. 

Meas.: h 6 cm. 


Pres. loc.: In situ. 


II 


Bibl.: Clermont- Ganneau, ARP I 359 Cells nos. 15/16 
(ed. pr). - Thomsen I no. 129m; Bieberstein - Bloed- 
horn 3, 279-82 no. m. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 





946. Funerary inscription of Gelasius 


Above loculus 24 (Clermont- Ganneau: 21 or 22), near the southwestern bend of 
the corridor: Greek inscription with large letters, oval characters. Traces of a later 
(?) pi disturbing the alpha, and of several ancient strokes above the name, possibly 
remnants of a first line now lost. Lunate sigma. 
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Meas.: w 97 cm. 
Pres. loc.: Disappeared? 


TEAAXIOY 


IeAactou 





(Tomb?) of Gelasius. fig. 946 


Comm.: The genitive may well mean (Tomb) of Gelasius but, ifa 1.1 is really lost, it 
may have been the name ofthe deceased's father. 


Bibl.: Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 359ff. Cell no. 21 (dr.) (ed. pr.). - L. Vincent, RB 10, 1901, 83 no. 
22; Thomsen I no. 129n; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 279-82 no. n. 


Photo: Clermont- Ganneau, ARP I 360 (dr.). 


LDS 


947. Funerary inscription of a woman from Lydia(?) 


Between loculi 24 and 25 (Clermont-Ganneau: 22 and 23), almost at the level of the 
floor, four large Greek letters. 

Meas.: w 31 cm; letters 8-11 cm. 

Pres. loc.: In situ. 


AIAA 


App. crit.: <Au>d(f)a Thomsen; Avdla (?) 
Bieberstein - Bloedhorn. 





Nida (?) 


Woman from Lydia. or Lyda/Lydia. 


Comm.: Clermont-Ganneau suggests that 
AIAA stands for Avda, as a given name of a 
woman. But it seems more reasonable to take : 
it for a simple ethnic used to designate a de- fig. 947.2 
ceased whose given name was not known, as 

perhaps in no. 944. For the form Avda rather than Avdia, cf. the male form Avdos, 
like in John Lydus, the 6 c. writer. 
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Bibl.: Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 361ff. Cell nos. 22-23 (dr.) (ed. pr.). - L. Vincent, RB 10, 1901, 
83; Thomsen I no. 1290; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 279-82 no. o; Küchler, Jerusalem 846f., fig. 
477a (dr.). 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer; Clermont- Ganneau, ARP I 362 (dr.). 


LDS 


948. Funerary inscription of Diaphorius(?) 


To the left ofloculus 25 (Clermont-Ganneau: 23): seven large Greek letters; the last 
vertical stroke may be the remnant ofa mutilated letter, and some additional letters 
may have been lost after it. 

Meas.: w 35 cm. 

Pres. loc.: Disappeared. 


AIA®OPI[--] 


App. crit.: [255v] 9tad(£)p(ouca?) Thomsen, 
excluded by Clermont-Ganneau. 


Audópi[oc*] 





Diaphorius(?). 


Comm.: Clermont-Ganneau suggested that the name of the deceased may be de- 
rived from ót&copoc, “excellent, distinguished”. 


Bibl.: Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 363f. Cell no. 23A (dr.) (ed. pr.). - L. Vincent, RB 10, 1901, 83 
no. 23; Thomsen I no. 129p; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 279-82 no. p. 


Photo: Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 363 (dr.). 


LDS 


949. Funerary inscription of Anamus 


Above loculus 25 (Clermont-Ganneau: 23): three-line Greek inscription, sur- 
mounting a cross ligated with rho. The characters are square, except for mu which 
has a curving middle bar and splayed legs. Alpha has a broken middle bar. Only 
traces of the inscription can be seen today. 


Meas.: w 1.1: 56 cm, 1.2: 72 cm, 1.3: 70 cm; letters 3-4 cm, taller letters up to 8 cm. 
Pres. loc.: In situ. 
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EN@AAEKITE 
ANAMOSKAIBANAPI> 
TPITOXHAAMYPAEX 


(cross) 


App. crit.: 1.3 THÈ or TPITOX 
Clermont-Ganneau. 





"Ev6d8e xite | “Avanos xAiBavapt<o>s | vpívoc TaAutpas 
Here lies Anamus, clibanarius of the third unit(?), from Palmyra. 


Comm.: The shape of the letters points to a date in the early 5 c. The Notitia Dig- 
nitatum of the East is dated just to this period, and mentions a cuneus equitum se- 
cundorum clibanariorum Palmirenorum, one ofthe units of comitatenses under the 
command of the magister militum per Orientem (Not. Dign. Or. VIL34, ed. Seeck 
21). The clibanarii were heavily armoured cavalry soldiers, who wore the clibanus, 
a type of Persian cuirass. 

Anamos is the Hellenized form of an Arab and Palmyrene name (NMW), also 
spelled Anemos and Animos. The name was in use in the Hauran and in southern 
Palestine (Wuthnow, Semitische Menschennamen 14, 21f.; Negev, Personal Names 
53 no. 924; SEG 40, 1486-1487); one example also comes from Tiberias (a weight of 
Agrippa II: SEG 38, 1647). 


Bibl.: Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 364-7 Cell no. 23B (dr.) (ed. pr.). - L. Vincent, RB 10, 1901, 84; 
Thomsen I no. 129q; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 279-82 no. q; Küchler 846f., fig. 477,24 (dr.). - 
On clibanarii, cf. D. Hoffmann, Das spátrómische Bewegungsheer, 1969, I 265 ff. 


Photo: Clermont- Ganneau, ARP I 364 (dr.). 


LDS 


950. Funerary inscription of Eutherius 


Above loculus 26 (Clermont-Ganneau: 24): two-line Greek inscription. Oval char- 
acters, with almond-shaped theta and omicron, and cursive alpha, lunate sigma. 
The initial theta has disappeared. 

Meas.: w 1.1: 65 cm (in the present state 52 cm); 1.2: 70 cm; letters 8-11 cm. 

Pres. loc.: In situ. 
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OAPXIEYOHPI 
OYAEIZAOANATOX 


Odpat E000 pice» | ovdels 
abavatos 


Courage, Eutherius; no- 
body is immortal. 





Bibl.: Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 
367ff. Cell no. 24 (dr.) (ed. pr.). - L. 
Vincent, RB 10, 1901, 84 no. 24; 
Thomsen I no. 129r; Bieberstein - 
Bloedhorn 3, 279-82 no. r; Küchler, 
Jerusalem 846f., fig. 477,25 (dr.). 





Photo: A. and N. Graicer; Clermont- fig. 950.2 
Ganneau, ARP I 367 (dr.). 


LDS 


951. Inscription with "Irene"(?) 

Above loculus 27 (Clermont-Ganneau: 25): mutilated inscription. The plaster is 
completely gone and the entire inscription has disappeared. 

Meas.: w 32 cm. 


[.-]NH 


[?Eipy]yy 





Trene(?). 
Comm.: The reading is very doubtful. 


Bibl.: Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 369f. Cell no. 25 (dr.) (ed. pr.). - Thomsen I no. 129s; Bieber- 
stein - Bloedhorn 3, 279-82 no. s. 


Photo: Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 369 no. 25 (dr.). 


LDS 
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952. Funerary inscription of Zenodorus of Neeila 


In the eastern segment of the inner semicircular corridor, on the inner (western) 
wall, not far above the ground (point B in Clermont-Ganneau’s plan): a long in- 
scription in a single line, now mostly disappeared. Large letters, cursive alpha, lu- 
nate sigma and w-shaped omega. 


Meas.: w 200 cm; letters (now visible) 4.5-7 cm; letters seen in the past: up to 12 cm. 
Pres. loc.: In situ. 







[Zy]v[d]dwpos NeetAnvos Batavéas 


Zenodorus of Neeila in Batanaea. 


fig. 952.2 


Comm.: The important village of Neeila (Neila, Neilokome), later episcopal see, was 
identified by M. Avi-Yonah (Gazetteer of Roman Palestine, 1976, 83) with the ruins of 
el-Nile near Nawa, but a Greek inscription discovered at el-Mushannaf locates Neeila 
at that site: G. Schmitt, Siedlungen Palastinas in griechisch-rómischer Zeit, 1995, 264f. 


Bibl.: Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 370-4 no. B (dr.) (ed. pr.). - L. Vincent, RB 10, 1901, 84; Thom- 
sen I no. 129t; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 279-82 no. t; Küchler, Jerusalem 846f., fig. 477b (dr.). 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer; Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 371 (dr.). 
LDS 


953. Fragmentary Hebrew inscription, dating uncertain 


A Hebrew inscription written on the wall of one of the small chambers. 
Pres. loc.: No longer visible in situ. 


Opn Dmna \ pp ny 


Translit.: brhm hqtn 
Abraham the small(?). 


Comm.: Vincent read qbr h[...] The letters could also 
be read pon 07728 "brhm hswn. In addition to this fig. 953 
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Hebrew graffito, Vincent mentions another without giving a text. Dating is highly 
uncertain, and it could very well be medieval, see comm. to no. 954. 

Bibl.: L. Vincent, RB 10, 1901, 72-88 at 87 (ed. pr.). - See bibl no. 954. 

Photo: L. Vincent, RB 10, 1901 pl. in front of p. 75 (dr.). 


JJP/HM 


954. Two graffiti of "Shalum" and “Shalom” in Hebrew 


Graffiti in Hebrew letters scratched on a wall. 


Findspot: ^Tomb ofthe Prophets", Chamber 8. Clermont-Ganneau puts a question- 
mark next to inscription (b). 
Pres. loc.: No longer visible in situ. 


(a) [-- a o bv 
(b) nbw 


App. crit.: (a) Dw] Dp Dbw CIH et al. 





Translit.: (a) Slwm bn [--] ge 
(b) Slwm fig. 954.1 (a) 


(a) Shalum son of... 
(b) Shalom. 


Comm.: This partial inscription, according to Cler- 
mont-Ganneau, was found in “cell no. 8, on one of 
the side walls of the little chamber marked ‘Jewish’? 
in the plan, whose entrance is between cell no. 20 and 
cell no. 21”. This inscription, like many of the others 
in the burial complex recorded in the 19 c., can no 
longer be seen today. In the original drawings, there 
are traces of letters (illegible) beneath slwm bn; this 
could be Shalum's father's name, or another graffito. 
The biblical name Shalum (2 Kgs 15,10 etc.) was used fig. 954.2 (b) 
by Jews of the Diaspora in the Hellenistic and Roman 

periods (Ilan, Lexicon III 160f.). 

While Clermont-Ganneau's drawing (from his squeeze) clearly shows a bet and 
then probably final nun after Shalum's name, others have read ayin-lamed and ren- 
dered: [bxaw] by mov slwm ‘1 yśr’l “Peace on Israel!” Note the inscription wm 
(b), tentatively attributed to the same complex, with the same question of dating. 
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De Vogüé and Vincent date the graffiti to the late Roman period, whereas Cler- 
mont-Ganneau viewed the inscriptions as scrawled by medieval Jewish pilgrims; 
more recently, Patrich has argued for a Second Temple date whereas Avni and Zissu 
think the complex was made and used in the late Roman period. Palaeography is 
not clear enough to contribute to this debate. 

On (b) Clermont-Ganneau found a small note and drawing in his papers, 
showing the Hebrew word shalom written in cursive script, tentatively assigned to 
the so-called “Tomb of the Prophets”. In his original notes he had put a question- 
mark next to the findspot, which he acknowledged “makes me hesitate as to the 
place”. This graffito, which could be a male or female name or a greeting, probably 
was scrawled on the wall in Late Antiquity, but could be medieval as well. 

While neither this inscriptions here nor no. 953 were located during an inspec- 
tion visit to the site, other Hebrew graffiti from a later period were noticed: ov 
3202... now and TYT. 


Bibl.: M. de Vogüé, RA 9, 1864, 209 no. 5 pl. VII; id., Temple, 1864, 132 no. 3 pl. XXXVIL2 (edd. 
prr.) (a); Clermont- Ganneau, ARP I 374 (ed. pr.) (b). - Th. Nóldeke, ZDMG 19, 1865, 640; A. 
Merx, Archiv für wissenschaftliche Erforschung des Alten Testaments 1, 1869, 362 no. 5 pl. II; 
J. Sepp, Jerusalem und das Heilige Land, 1873, 286; CIH 10; Warren - Conder, SWP Jerusalem 
403f.; C. Schick, PEQ 25, 1893, 132; Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 357f.; L. Vincent, RB 10, 1901, 
72-88 at 87; Répertoire d'épigraphie sémitique 2, 1907/14, 831; CIJ 2, 1391; J. Patrich, in: I. Singer 
ed., Graves and Burial Practices in Israel in the Ancient Period, 1994, 190-211 (Hebr); Bieber- 
stein - Bloedhorn 3, 279-82; G. Avni - B. Zissu, in: A. Faust - E. Baruch eds., New Studies on 
Jerusalem 5, 1999, 117-27 (Hebr.); Kloner - Zissu, Necropolis 207f.; Küchler, Jerusalem 845. 


Photo: Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 357, 374 (dr.). 


AY/JJP 


955.-957. Tomb near Bethphage 


From the small village of Bethphage Jesus took a donkey to ride in triumph into 
Jerusalem (Mt 21,1-11; Mk 11,1-10; Lk 19,29-38). The place was pointed out to pil- 
grims at the time of Paula and Jerome’s tour of the holy places (385 CE; Jerome, Ep. 
108, 12). In 381-384 the Latin pilgrim Egeria took part in the liturgy of the Easter 
Eve, and describes a station of the procession on the way from Jerusalem to Betha- 
ny (Itinerarium Egeriae XXIX 4, CCSL 175, 76), about half a mile before Bethany, 
at a spot where Lazarus’ sisters Martha and Mary met Jesus (Jn 11,20, 28-30); here 
was a church. The pilgrim Theodosius mentions a church at Bethphage, whence 
Jesus took the donkey (Theodosius, De situ Terrae sanctae 21, CCSL 175, 122). Ap- 
parently the two traditions met at the same place and the church seen by Egeria is 
the same remarked by Theodosius. However, the church is no longer attested by 
pilgrims of the Byzantine period; on the contrary, Saewulf in 1102 says that there 
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was nothing to see at the site; but only four years later Abbott Daniel saw a tower 
there, and in 1165 John of Würzburg saw two towers, one of which was a church. 
Theoderich in 1172 calls it a chapel, and Jacof of Verona saw it in ruins in 1333 (cf. 
Baldi, Enchiridion 362-72 nos. 575f., 586f., 590f., 596). The Franciscans purchased 
the site in the 19 c. and built a church there (1883), on the ruins of the Crusader 
church. Exploration of the Bethphage area revealed a great number of tombs, many 
of which are from the Second Temple period (Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 
137f.*, 142*, 160*(e), 176, 178, 183f., 206(h) nos. 425, 432-433, 448-449, 509; Kloner 
- Zissu, Necropolis 220ff. nos. 4 [1-5]; 227 nos. 4 [16-17]). One, Tomb 21, contains 
six trough graves, of a type usually dated to the Byzantine period. On its walls and 
vault various mysterious symbols and inscriptions were observed - one in Hebrew 
(no. 957). Testa ascribed to these letters a hidden meaning, connected with Jewish- 
Christian ideas about the redemption. This interpretation seems doubtful. It would 
suggest an early date, but similar tombs in the same site contain Byzantine pottery 
and crosses and seem to have been in use until the 7 c. or later. Some inscribed ob- 
jects were also found in the area: a lead seal (no. 1069) and some lamps (Loffreda, 
LIG 80, 101ff., 190, nos. 203, 402, pls. 1,2; 5,3). (LDS) 


955. Graffito on vault in tomb 


On the vault above the grave left of the entrance of Tomb 21, a narrow pi, deeply 
incised, surmounted by a horizontal stroke. 


Meas.: h 5.5 cm. 
Pres. loc.: In situ. 


II 


Comm.: Testa interpreted the letter as an ab- 
breviation for one of the sacred words (Ilvetua, | 
TIAyjpwpua, IIpomatyp, TlapadxAytos) used by z á 
the Jewish Christians to indicate the heaven or fig. 955.1 
the Eons of Paradise. Cf. no. 956. 





Se 


Bibl.: E. Testa, SBF 11, 1960/61, 251-87 at 254ff., fig. 1,8 (dr.), 262 fig. 4 

(ph.) (ed. pr.). - Id., in: S. Saller - E. Testa, The Archaeological Setting 

of the Shrine of Bethphage, 1961, 84-120 at 87 fig. 1,8 (dr), at 95ff. fig. \ 
4. - On the site, cf. Meistermann, Guida 311-5; E. Testa, SBF 14, 1964, 

111-48. 


Photo: E. Testa, SBF 11, 1960/61, 262 fig. 4 (ph.), 254 fig. 1,8 (dr.). fig. 9552 
LDS 
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956. Graffito in tomb 


Greek graffito on the wall at the head of the first grave on the left of the entrance of 
Tomb 21. Nearby is a large palm leaf and other marks of unclear meaning. 


Meas.: letters 1.5-2 cm. 
Pres. loc.: In situ. 


®YOTXII 
NIZHN 


Comm.: The letters do not 
have a clear sense. The 
letter taken by Testa for a 
four-stroke sigma may in 
fact be a gamma. On the 
left jamb of the entrance, 
near this grave, there were 
several other marks (Tes- 
ta, in: Saller : Testa 87-93), fig. 956.1 
to all of which Testa as- 

cribed a hidden Jewish-Christian 


meaning. TXT 
Bibl: E. Testa, SBF 11, 1960/61, 251-87 py O 
at 254 fig. 1,15 (dr.), 268-86 fig. 6 (ph.) / N [- 31 Hl N 





(ed. pr.). - Id., in: S. Saller - E. Testa, 
The Archaeological Setting of the 
Shrine of Bethphage, 1961, 84-120 at 87 
fig. 1,15 (dr.), at 101-19 fig. 6, at 7 fig. 2 fig. 956.2 
(plan); Taylor, Christians and the Holy 

Places 172-9; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 344; Küchler, Jerusalem 937ff. - For the hidden mean- 
ing of letters and numbers, cf. E. Testa, Il simbolismo dei Giudeo-Cristiani, 1962. 


EURO NE d 


Photo: E. Testa, SBF 11, 1960/61, 269 fig. 6 (ph.), 254 fig. 1.15 (dr.). 
LDS 
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957. Hebrew graffito, 3-6 c. CE(?) 


Graffito in palaeo-Hebrew letters scrawled on wall of cave. 
Pres. loc.: In situ. 


Wi 
[m5]v 


App. crit.: 3 Testa. 
Translit.: n'r | &iwum 


Youth, peace. 





Comm.: This graffito was found among other 
marks and Greek graffiti (cf. nos. 955, 956) in 
a burial cave at Bethphage. It consists of one 
word, n'r “youth”, and a shin turned sideways. The script would indicate a Samari- 
tan, or a Jew with patriotic religious feelings. The single shin may stand for “shalom”, 
thus a greeting to the “youth”. The content of this text is obscure, but the suggestion 
that it was written by a millenarian Jewish-Christian or member of a Gnostic sect is 
highly improbable; see Taylor. It is probably to be dated to the 3-6 c. CE. 


fig. 957 


Bibl.: E. Testa, SBF 11, 1960/61, 251-87 at 264-8 (ed. pr.). - E. Meyers, Qadmoniot 5, 1972, 58-61, 
80f. (Hebr.); I. Mancini, Archaeological Discoveries relative to the Judeo-Christians, 1984, 80f.; 
Taylor, Christians and Holy Places 172-9; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 343f.; G. Horsley, Archaeol- 
ogy, History and Society in Galilee, 1996, 165; Küchler, Jerusalem 937ff. fig. 528. 


Photo: E. Testa, SBF 11, 1960/61, 264 fig. 5. 
JJP 


958. Fragment of casket with Greek inscription, late 5-early 6 c. 


Fragment of gray marble. At a right angle with its upper edge there was once another 
piece, which indicates that the fragment originally belonged to a casket or lid of a 
casket. At the upper left corner are the remains ofa cross, indicating that the surviv- 
ing letters are the beginning of the text. Three lines and traces a fourth in the lower 
right corner ofthe fragment. A faint ruled line can be made out above the first line of 
the script. The letters belong to the oval alphabet; theta is narrow and double-point- 
ed. A small tau (ignored by Saller) is inscribed within the w-shaped omega in 1.2. 
Meas.: h 13.5, w 11, d 3 cm; letters 2.5-3 cm. 


Findspot: Bethany, found among the debris of the churches. See introduction to 
nos. 844.-845. 
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Pres. loc.: SBF Museum, Jerusalem. 


(cross) EGA[--] 

TOTII[--] 

ANHTT--] 

[--] 

App. crit.: E(v)bd[ðe --] | t<d>a[--] | dv<e>q[ay -- | 
--] Saller. But the last letter in both 1.2 and 1.3 can be 
a pi or a gamma. Q with superscript T is probably an 
abbreviation: t(0ú)t%, cf. Avi-Yonah, Abbreviations 
30f. Possible restorations of 11.1 and 3: €8a[6y] or 
Da [oy]. 


"E(y)6d [8e xive--] or &9& [0 --] | «(o9)ve(*) TI[--] | 
&vwylép8n --|--] 





Here lies ... or was buried... in this ... was 
raised (from the dead?). 


Comm.: The double-pointed theta appears in the second half of the 5 c. and in the 
first quarter of the 6 c. Saller viewed the inscription as an epitaph; if so, the casket 
would have been a coffin. The use of marble for a coffin seems unusual. A marble 
casket might have served as a reliquary. In this case the inscription may have been 
not an epitaph, as suggested by Saller, but a religious text of some kind, still with 
funerary connotations: for instance, a memento of Jesus' burial and resurrection, 
if we read &0d [0n], “was buried" or £0a [yov], “they buried” and &vxy[ép0], “was 
raised (from the dead)". For these forms of the aorists of 0rvo in Byzantine in- 
scriptions, see G. Lefebvre, ASAE 9, 1908, 178 no. 812; IGLS 4, 1434. 


Bibl.: S. Saller, Excavations at Bethany, 1957, 119, 128f. no. 13c, pl. 93C2 (ed. pr.). - See bibl. no. 
844. 


Photo: G. Nalbandian. 


LDS 


959. Three funerary inscriptions from the Tomb of Absalom, Kidron Valley 


The so-called Tomb or Pillar of Absalom is situated on the eastern side of the Kidron 
Valley, in front of the Temple Mount. The lower part is a square structure, 6.80 m 
wide, quarried out of the cliff that still surrounds it on three sides, up to the level of 
the tholos. The base is ornamented with Ionic columns, a Doric frieze and an Egyp- 
tian cornice. The upper part of the monument is built of large ashlars and consists of 
a square pedestal, a round drum and a concave conical roof. The total height of the 
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monument is ca. 20 m. The burial chamber was quarried in the heart of the monolith 
and accessed through an entrance that opened in the upper part of the southern wall, 
by descending a flight of steps. The tholos is the nefesh, or memorial monument, for 
the burial and perhaps also for the large tomb behind the Tomb of Absalom, the so- 
called Cave of Jehoshaphat. The monument is dated to the 1 c. CE, and its identifica- 
tion as the Tomb of Absalom may go back to the Copper Scroll (DJD III 295, col. 10, 
11.12-14) and to Josephus (Ant. 7,243); it was preserved in Jewish tradition through 
the centuries (cf. Zias - Puech, 2005, 162ff), and passing Jews used to throw stones 
to the pillar in memory of Absalom's revolt against David (2 Sm 15-18). A Christian 
tradition attested by the Pilgrim of Bordeaux (333 CE) preferred to identify the two 
monolithic monuments of Absalom and of Zechariah nearby, with the tomb of the 
prophet Isaiah or of the Jewish king Hezekiya (It. Burd. 595, CCSL 175, 17£; and cf. 
J. Wilkinson, Egeria's Travels, 1981, 159f., 274). A later Christian tradition, reported 
by Adamnan from the testimony of the 7 c. pilgrim, Bishop Arculfus, ascribed the 
tombs to Symeon the Elder and to Joseph, Mary's husband (Adamnan, LS 1,14, CCSL 
175, 196). Indeed, a common tomb of James, brother of the Lord, Symeon the Elder 
and Zechariah, John the Baptist's father, was purportedly discovered in the mid-4 c. 
in a cave near the Tomb of Absalom, and the relics were translated to a chapel built in 
front ofit, probably the Byzantine chapel with a crypt whose remains were discovered 
in 1959-60 (H. Stutchbury, PEQ 93, 1961, 101-3, and see L. Di Segni, ARAM 18-19, 
2006/07, 382f.). This communal tomb was seen by pilgrims in the 6 c. (Theodosius, 
TS 9, CCSL 175, 119; Gregory of Tours, In gloria martyrum I, 26, ed. B. Krusch [1885] 
53) and was the focus of the annual commemoration of James, Symeon and Zecha- 
riah (Garitte, Calendrier 227f.). Only in the late 7 c. did Arculfus identify the tomb 
of Symeon the Elder - without his two companions - with the Tomb of Absalom or 
that of Zechariah; but in the Crusader period William of Tyre again reports that the 
three lay in a common tomb. These traditions therefore do not support the claim of 
the editors of the inscriptions below, that they attest an identification of the Tomb of 
Absalom with the burial place of Symeon the Elder and Zechariah, father of John the 
Baptist, already in the mid-4 c. 


Two-line inscription (a) crudely incised above the entrance to the burial chamber, 
high up in the southern wall of the Tomb of Absalom. The surface of the stone is 
badly worn and pitted, which makes it difficult to distinguish between the incised 
letters and the many ruts and breaks, partly caused by the stone-throwing. The let- 
ters, as traced by Puech, are very rough and irregular; some are inverted or written 
in inverse order. There are several misspellings (iotacism and exchanges of short 
and long vowels). Uncommon abbreviations are used, two of which are marked 
with inverted, angular S-sign. Lunate sigma. 

A second inscription (b) of one line, vertically carved on the left of the entrance 
to the burial chamber, along the edge of the ashlar adjacent to the one with inscrip- 
tion (a). The inscription begins with a cross, near the lower right corner of the 
ashlar, and continues upward. Rough irregular letters. 
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A six-line inscription (c) is vertically carved on the right of the entrance to the 
burial chamber. The inscription was unreadable on the worn and broken surface of 
the stone, and to decipher it the same method as described below for (a) was used. 
The inscription begins at the upper left corner of the ashlar and ends at the lower 
right corner. A stigma is used as abbreviation mark in the last line. Lunate sigma 
and w-shaped omega. 

Meas.: (a) h 20, w 122 cm; letters 6.5-9 cm; (b) h 40 cm; letters 8-12 cm.; (c) h 140, w 
67 cm; letters irregular. 
Pres. loc.: In situ. 





TODE MMEMEIONZAK Ko pj qoe 
IT^ €BAT XE OG Bay ZATEAGON 





fig. 959.1 (a-c) 


(a) TOAEMNEMEIONZAKKAPIASMAP 
IIPEXZBHTfOEOXEBE/[IIAIIITEAZXIOA 
(b) (cross) HYYXH 
(c) OGBADOXXYMEONOXHN 
AIKA[JOTATOXANOGPOII 
KAITEP [.] NEYXHBHXTATOX 
KAIIIAPAKAH-XIN 
AAOY 
IIPOXZAEXf 


App. crit.: (a) 1.2 IIPEX with epsilon in ligature inside the semicircle of the lunate sigma; 
mamméa(s) ed.pr., but the drawing shows the lunate sigma with the following iota within its 
semicircle; rannéaç SEG. (c) 1.5: A[a]o0 ed. pr., SEG. 


(a) Tóðe uveuelov Zaxxaptas udp(tupos) | mpecByt(Epou) OeoceBe(otatov) ramméac 
Tod(vvou) 


(b) H voi 
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(c) 'O bados Tupewy 8c Hv | dixaliJotatos &vOpwn(oc) | xal yép[wly een, aoc | 
xai rapáxAxat | Aao0 | mpocdex(ouevos) 


(a) This is the tomb of Zechariah, martyr, most pious priest, father of Ioannes. 

(b) The soul. 

(c) Tomb of Symeon who was a most righteous man and a most pious elder and who 
awaited the consolation for the people (of Israel). 


Comm.: (a) The reading is 
extremely doubtful, as not- 
ed also by Feissel. A silicone 
mould and then an epoxy 
cast were made of the stone 
surface, and the letters were 
traced by Puech with red 
chalk, and later deciphered 
with the help of a squeeze 
made on the cast. After au- 
topsy of the cast, the read- 
ing can hardly be justified. 
If the sequence of letters in 
Puech's copy is accepted, 
other difficulties arise. 
Even if one ascribes a geni- 
tive mamTéa Or TanTéas fig. 959.3 
from a nominative mamas 

(gen. narrou) to the faulty Greek of Late Antiquity (but not of the 4 c.!), the choice of 
the term - a child's word for “father”, or a late-antique term for "priest" - is unaccept- 
able in this context. Feissel suggested that, with a different reading ofthe rest, it might 
refer to a clergyman. The order of words is clumsy, for the epithet of mpecButepos, 
GeoceBeotatos should precede, not follow the noun. Contrary to the claim of Puech 
and Zias in ed. pr., the spelling of Zayapias with kappa is not well attested; not one 
example can be found. They dated the inscription to the mid-4 c., based on the pa- 
laeography, but the abbreviations and particularly the use of stigma as abbreviation 
mark are not typical of this period and point to a much later date, as does the faulty 
spelling. If the reading, or part of it, can be accepted at all, the inscription is more 
likely to be the epitaph of a late Byzantine priest. On the confusion, attested in early 
Christian tradition, between Zechariah, father of John the Baptist, and Zechariah the 
prophet and martyr, see Zias - Puech, 2005, 155, 160f. 

(b) The word iux», “soul”, would be used as a Greek translation of the Hebrew 
nefesh, with the same literal meaning but also used in Hebrew and in other Semitic 
languages to indicate a memorial monument. On this use, see B. Lifshitz, ZDPV 76, 
1960, 159f., with several examples from Palestine, and the observation of L. Robert, 








fig. 959.2 (a) (copy) 
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BE 1962, 71-72. This inscription cannot be made out with the naked eye and should 
be treated with caution. 

(c) The same caution as for (a) must be applied here, or even more, for the in- 
scription is more effaced than the former: see doubts expressed by Feissel. Other 
difficulties: the spelling 0&coc for tados, “not surprising” according to the ed. pr., 
but unparalleled in Palestinian inscriptions, and the consistent substitution of 
nominative for genitive seems embarrassingly improbable in a 4-c. inscription, as 
is the stigma used as abbreviation mark. The inscription would witness the pres- 
ence of Symeon the Elder’s tomb in the monument, and it would be a quotation of 
Lk 2,25, in which Symeon the Elder is described as an &vOpwrt0s ðixaroç xal evAa Bc 
(eùceßýs in a variant attested in the early Codex Sinaiticus: Zias - Puech, 2005, 160) 
mpocóexópevoc TapaxAnawy Tod IopayA. Considering the uncertainty of the read- 
ing, one might wonder if the decipherment of the inscriptions was not influenced 
by the existence of a tradition pertaining to Symeon and Zechariah in the vicinity, 
and dictated by the evangelical text about Symeon. 


Bibl.: E. Puech - J. Zias, RB 110, 2003, 322ff. fig. 1 pl. VI; 326 ff.; iid., RB 111, 2004, 564f. fig. 1 
pl. IL, 567ff. fig. 1 pl. III (edd. prr.). - SEG 53, 1856 A-C; BE 2004, 395; J. Zias - E. Puech, NEA 
68,4, 2005, 148-65.; Feissel, Chroniques 232f. no. 743; BE 2005, 536. - Cf. N. Avigad, Ancient 
Monuments in the Kidron Valley, 1954, 91-138; id., NEAEHL 2, 1993, 750; Kloner, Survey of 
Jerusalem, 2001, 132*(e), 171(h) no. 410; id. - Zissu, Necropolis, 241ff., 618f. figs. 128f. 


Photo: J. Zias - É. Puech, NEA 68,4, 2005, 152 (dr., copy, ph.). 
LDS 


960. Graffito of a pilgrim on the wall of the Tomb of Zechariah 


Graffito scratched on the plastered wall of a small chamber hewn in the base of the 


Tomb of Zechariah. 


Findspot: Tomb of Zecha- 
riah in the Kidron Valley. 


Pres. loc.: See findspot. 


[JEBOIHMOI 


App. crit.: EBOEOEIHMOI = 
[K(0p)]e or [X(ptot)]é, Boeber 
<é>wot Puech. 


[K(0py]e or [X(ptot)]é, 
B(o7) 8 Huot 





Lord (or: Christ), help me. fig. 960.1 
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Comm.: Graffito of a visitor, of uncertain 
age, but possibly Byzantine, given the use 


of Greek. Ko Pe 


Bibl.: E. Puech - J. Zias, RB 111, 2004, 575f. fig. 2 pl. 


IV (ed. pr). - SEG 53, 1856 D. ef 
Photo: E. Puech, 576 fig. 2 pl. IV (ph. and dr.). fig. 960.2 
LDS 


961. Inscription from a tomb in the Kidron Valley 


Cross with alpha and omega, underneath or next to it a fragmentary Greek inscrip- 
tion with another cross. The inscription is known only from an entry in the diaries 
of Wilhelm Krafft reported by P. Thomsen. 


Findspot: “Von einem großen Grabe aus dem Kidrontale” (Thomsen). 


A (cross) Q 
K[--]PAYA 
[--])OA A 


AQ | x[--]pava |[--]oad 


Comm.: The text above follows the one given by Thomsen. The remains of the in- 
scription are too scanty for any suggestions about its content. Since it was found in 
a tomb and accompanied by a cross with alpha and omega, it belonged to a Chris- 
tian epitaph. 


Bibl.: P. Thomsen, ZDPV 47, 1924, 241 (ed. pr.). DK/WE 


962.-971. Burial caves in the boundaries of the Akeldama Monastery 


The Valley of Hinnom skirts the southwestern hill of Jerusalem (Mt. Zion). Here 
were located the southern and western cemeteries of Jerusalem since the late First 
Temple period: for the early period, see Y. Shiloh - H. Geva, NEAEHL 2, 1993, 706f. 
(map), 714f. In the Second Temple period burial caves were quarried in the upper 
and middle valley, west of the Old City (Kloner - Zissu, Necropolis 284f., zone 8), 
and especially in the lower valley, Wadi er-Rababi, south ofthe Old City. This part of 
the necropolis was reused for burial during the Late Roman and Byzantine periods. 
Some ofthe burial caves are now within the boundaries ofthe Akeldama monastery, 
St. Onuphrius. The tombs with painted or engraved inscriptions are described from 
east to west, contrary to the order of Macalister's survey: nos. 962-971. (LDS) 
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Bibl.: For a full description of the cemetery, see De Saulcy, Voyage Mer Morte II 313-24; Atlas 
pls. XLII- XLV; Tobler, Topographie II 230-75; Warren - Conder, SWP Jerusalem 417-21; R.A.S. 
Macalister, PEF 1900, 225-48; 1901, 145-58, 215-26; Abel, DACL, 2362f.; H. Leclercq, DACL 13,1, 
1937, 834; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 322-32; Kloner - Zissu, Necropolis 294-315, Zone 10; A. 
Kloner - B. Zissu, NEAEHL 5, 2008, 1823f. 


962. Tomb of Thecla the Bessian 


Inscription engraved in two columns separated by a large cross. The letters are 
picked out in red. The script is irregular. Drop-shaped theta indicates a date not 
earlier than the second half of the 6 c. OY are in ligature. Stigma used as abbrevia- 
tion mark. 

Meas.: letters 2.5-3.5 cm. 


Findspot: Above the door of the first chamber on the west side of the vestibule 
of Tomb 63 (Macalister), a burial complex on the edge of the precipice east of the 
Akeldama monastery. 

Pres. loc.: See findspot. 





fig. 962.1 
(left of cross) (right of cross) 
OHKHAI HrOYMf 
A®EPf MONAEXTHPf 
OEKAA IOYBENAf 
BEXA TOYTEOP 
TIOY (cross) 


App. crit.: Oxy diadbép (wv) 0£xa (for déxa) avdpdy nyoun(Evwv) wovactyp(tou) tot Bevac tot 
Teopytou Krafft; OéxAa | LeBa(orty) | Hyoun(évy) | wovactnp|tov Beva [c] | tot 'ecp|ytou or 
Bevá|rov l'eop|y(ou De Saulcy (based on Krafft's copy), de Vogüé, Germer-Durand, Thomsen 
1921; wovactyptov 'loufeva(Atov) tot l'eopyiou Kaufmann; OéxAq | béca (= 05ccq) | yovu (£v) 
| wovactyp(tov) | louBeva(Aiov) | tot l'eopytou Macalister; GéxAa | G&c(c)a(Xovuxtoon) | 
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nyouu(évy) | wovactyp(tov) | lougeva(Atou) | tot l'eopytou Abel, SEG, Thomsen 1941; BEXA = 
"Bessian", i.e. Georgian Milik. 


Oxy dilapep(ovca) | Oéxàg | Béca | nyouu(Evy) | wovactyp(tov) | IouBeva(Atou) | 
tot l'eop|ytou 


Tomb belonging to Thecla the Bessian, abbess of the monastery of Iuvenalius, 
(daughter) of Georgius. 





fig. 962.2 


Comm.: The inscription has attracted different interpretations, but it is now gener- 
ally agreed that it mentions a nunnery founded by one Juvenalius. The reference to 
Georgius is unclear; if the saint to whom the monastery was dedicated is meant, one 
would expect the attribute d&ytoc. If this Georgius was not the saint, he must have 
been the father of Iuvenalius (as suggested by Halkin) or of Thekla (Milik). A founder 
called “Juvenalius son of Georgius" cannot be the famous Juvenal, patriarch of Je- 
rusalem (ca. 421-458), and if this is the right interpretation, there is no chance of 
identifying the monastery. Milik's suggestion, however, seems more likely. Before 
becoming archbishop of Jerusalem, Juvenal lived as a monk in a monastery located 
in the Kidron Valley, which was in ruins in the last quarter of the 5 c. (Jo. Rufus, 
Plerophoriae 16, PO 8, 32f.). On Juvenal see also E. Honigmann, DOP 5, 1950, 209- 
79, esp. 275f. According to Milik (RB 67, 1960, 264ff.), Juvenal founded a church of 
the prophet Isaiah near the spring of Siloam - which Milik identifies with the ruins 
described by Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 3, 858ff. - and attached to it the 
nunnery mentioned in the inscription. The abbess Thekla would have been a Bes- 
sian, that is a member of the Georgian community, well-known in Jerusalem and its 
vicinity, cf. Milik, RB 67, 1960, 355 n. 1. 


Bibl.: Scholz, Reise 180 (ed. pr.). - Berggren, Reisen 69; Krafft, Topographie 197 pl. L2 (dr.); de 
Saulcy, Voyage Mer Morte II 313-24 at 322, Atlas pl. XLII-XLV; Tobler, Topographie II 230-60 
at 238f. (tomb 5); de Vogüé, Temple 134f. no. 6 pl. 37 fig. 5; Waddington no. 1902; CIG 4, 9139; 
Warren - Conder, SWP Jerusalem 417-421 at 418 (dr.); J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 564f. no. 
6; R. Macalister, PEQ 32, 1900, 225-48 at 237-41 no. 15 pl. VI (dr.) (tomb 63); C. Kaufmann, 
Handbuch der altchristlichen Epigraphik, 1917, 289f., fig. 188 (dr.); Thomsen I no. 116; A. Alt, 
ZDPV 47, 1924, 94f. no. 4; Abel, DACL 2362£; H. Leclercq, DACL 13,1, 1937, 834f.; SEG 8, 199; 
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Thomsen II no. 116; F. Halkin, AB 69, 1951, 76; BE 1952, 173; J. Milik, MUSJ 37, 1960/61, 145 n.1 
pl. 3,2; BE 1963, 286; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 375ff. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer; R. Macalister, PEQ 32, 1900, 238 pl. VI (dr.). 


LDS 


963. Tomb of the monastery of St. Sergius 


Three-line inscription painted in red in a niche above the entrance. The letters are 
very faint, but appear to belong to the round alphabet and to resemble the char- 
acters of the other inscriptions in this cemetery. Lunate sigma. OY is written in 
ligature in each instance. 


Findspot: Over the doorway of the east chamber of a burial complex (Tomb 61 of 
Macalister's list) immediately east of the Akeldama monastery, close to the mon- 
astery wall. 

Pres. loc.: See findspot. 









NA c [EAT O: i 
(e K per TATIN ues 
idi 





fig. 963 


(cross) OHKHAIAOEPOYXZATOY 
ATIOYXEPT[--]FE[.]NG[--] ATAHHTOY 
YIIOXOPIO[--] 


App. crit.: Tó[moc --]|EP. ..N...T... YII Tobler, Thomsen; (cross) Ojxy ðiapépovoa Tod Xepy[tou 
&y] l'e[e]vy) tod éy[tJacpevou (= nytacpevou) nò Xopicv (= Lupiwv) [wovaydv] Milik. 


Oxy tahéepovea Tod | &ylou Xepy[tou --]TE[.JNO[--] Ayanytod | brocdpto[v --] 
Tomb belonging to (the monastery of) St. Sergius ... vault of Agapetus ... 


Comm.: The term vmocdptov means “vault below the sepulchre (copóc)". Clermont- 
Ganneau quotes various epigraphical examples, especially from Lycia, in which 
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the term indicates the subterranean vault where the family slaves were generally 
buried. The term disappears in Milik’s reading, which, however, seems to depart 
too far from Macalister’s drawing. The monastery of St. Sergius is mentioned in the 
Commemoratorium de casis Dei (beginning of the 9 c.: ed. Tobler - Molinier 302). 
Abel (DACL 2345 n. 9) identified it with a nunnery in the vicinity of the Holy Sep- 
ulchre, mentioned by the 11 c. chronicler Yahia of Antioch, which was destroyed at 
the beginning of the 11 c. Milik (RB 67, 1960, 361 no. 6) identified this place with a 
chapel attached to the church of St. Euphemia, probably to the east of the city wall, 
but the existence of a private cemetery seems to indicate that it was a monastic 
foundation. 


Bibl.: Tobler, Topographie II 240 (tomb 7) (ed. pr.). - R. Macalister, PEQ 32, 1900, 236f. no. 13 
pl. V (dr.) (tomb 61); Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, ibid., 377f.; Thomsen I no. 114; Abel, DACL 2363; 
J. Milik, MUSJ 37, 1960/61, 168f. n. 2; BE 1963, 286; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 330f. - Cf. R. 
Macalister, PEQ 33, 1901, 218ff. (tomb 61, plan XXVII); Kloner - Zissu, Necropolis 311 fig. 205. 


Photo: R. Macalister, PEQ 32, 1900, 236 pl. V (dr.). 


LDS 


964. Tomb of a nineteen-year-old person 


Two-line inscription incised on the wall, but almost completely hacked away. Per- 
haps it consisted of two columns separated by a cross. The letters belong to the 
round alphabet. The alpha has a horizontal middle bar. 

Meas.: letters 6.5 cm. 


Findspot: Beside the entrance to the western chamber of Tomb 61 (in Macalister's 
list). 
Pres. loc.: See findspot. 


le 
ETON 
AEKAENEA 


[--]| &cGv | 8exaevéa 





[Tomb of so-and-so], nineteen years old. 


fig. 964 


Bibl.: R. Macalister, PEQ 32, 1900, 237 no. 14 fig. 2 (dr.) (tomb 61) (ed. pr.). - Bieberstein - Bloed- 
horn 2, 331. 


Photo: R. Macalister, PEQ 32, 1900, 237 fig. 2 (dr.). 


LDS 
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965. Painted inscription in tomb 


A four-line inscription painted in red, almost completely destroyed by weather 
and intentionally hacked away. No facsimile is given, owing to its poor condition. 
Crosses at the four corners? 


Findspot: Over the doorway of a one-chamber tomb, much damaged by quarrying 


(Tomb 53 in Macalister’s list), inside the Akeldama monastery. Lunate sigma. 
Pres. loc.: See findspot. 


(cross) [--] 

[F=] 

[--] 

[--] AX (cross) 


App. crit.: 1.4 OBAZ Bieberstein - Bloedhorn. 


Comm.: Probably of the same period as the other inscriptions in this area. 


Bibl.: R. Macalister, PEQ 32, 1900, 235f. no. 12 (tomb 53) (ed. pr.). - Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 
329. - Cf. R. Macalister, PEQ 33, 1901, 156 (tomb 53); Kloner - Zissu, Necropolis 301. 


LDS 


966. Funerary inscription of Pachomius the lamp-lighter 


Two-line inscription engraved on the bench skirting the walls of a chamber tomb 
with three rock-hewn arcosolia. The letters belong to the oval alphabet. A cursive 
beta (not identified by the earlier editors, with the exception of Clermont-Gan- 
neau) appears in 1.1. Alpha has a horizontal or slightly sloping middle bar. 


Findspot: Southern bank of Wadi er-Rababi, near the top of the hill, in Tomb 28 in 
Macalister's list on the southwestern corner of the bench. 
Pres. loc.: See findspot. 





fig. 966.1 


ETA®HTIBEKOXTI 
IIAXOMIOXAIXN (cross?) 


App. crit.: Etápn tH &(Üxooev«fj» | Hay«o» «toc Auv(8evt) Papadopoulos; [--] &c&c TH 
e(i)xoot «fj» | IHIay «à» voc À. ivd(ixtivos) Murray; Ere» vf; (symbol of a month), e(i)xoev«fj» 
| Haxóutoc A(uxaBavtoc) pyn Germer-Durand;’Etady T. YEKOXT | IIayóptoc Avv (uavósuc) 
Abel;'Exád tH B (mevty)xoot<f> Tay «o» uoc 0i x0)voc or Myyn = Avxvoro2x, Clermont- 
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Ganneau;’Etady T (word separator) YEKOXT (word separator) Tlaxoutos ATH (cross) Ma- 
calister 1900, later (1903) he thought that the inscription was a forgery (cf. RB 12, 1903, 491). 


Eron TH B (mevtn)xoott | Haxópaoc Aryv(anrys) 


Pachomius the lamp-lighter was buried on the second (day) of Pentecost. 


Comm. The text baffled ETAP H To M EO Cm 


the editors until Clermont- 


Ganneau recognized the D AX Ó M \ O ( A 

cursive beta and the ab- ( Y HR 
breviated spelling &xoc1i 
for (mevtn)xoot 5. The 
use of the cursive beta, 
rare in inscriptions (see an example from Gaza, dated 504 or 505: J. Germer- 
Durand, RB 1, 1892, 240 no. II), quite justifies the claim of authenticity made by 
Clermont-Ganneau. The inscription was not dated by the various editors. Thom- 
sen, however, ascribed it to the 8 or 9 c., because the same abbreviated spelling of 
(nevty)xoot jj appears in an epitaph found on the Mount of Olives, which was 
dated by Clermont-Ganneau first to the 8-9 c., and then to the Crusader period. 
However, there is no reason to assign such a late date to this inscription, as the tomb 
in which it is engraved is of a type common in the late antique period. The spelling 
shows no particularly late characteristics, apart from several iotacisms, such as are 
common in the 6-7 c. Only the alpha with horizontal bar raises a question mark; it 
was not in use in the 5-7 c. The meaning of "second of Pentecost" is not quite clear; 
it may refer to the second day of the fifty-day period that followed Easter, or the 
second day of the octave following the Sunday of Pentecost, that is, the Monday 
after Pentecost. This seems the more likely explanation. The abbreviation tyv- can 
be resolved in several ways: Auyvonrwàns, "lamp-seller", Aux vomnotóc, *lamp-maker", 
and also Avxv&mt?, “lamp-lighter”, a term known in the Byzantine period also in 
the feminine (Avyvamtpia: see Sophocles, s.v.). The last understanding is most like- 
ly, for lamp-lighting was a recognized task in monasteries (Vita Georg. Choz. 34; 
Mir. Choziba 6, where the term is xavdyAamtys: ed. Houze, Analecta Bollandiana 
7, 1888, 133f., 368), and the cemetery of Wadi er-Rababi served several monastic 
institutions of the Holy City. 











fig. 966.2 


Bibl.: S. Murray, PEQ 22, 1890, 70 (dr.) (ed. pr.). - J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 565 no. 7; R. 
Macalister, PEQ 32, 1900, 234f., 241f. no. 9 fig. 1 (dr); Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, RAO 5, 1902, 
165f., 387ff.; R. Macalister, PEQ 35, 1903, 173ff. (ph.); BE 1904, 260; Thomsen I no. 118; Abel, 
DACL 2362; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 240. - Cf. C. Schick, PEQ 22, 1890, 68; R. Macalister, 
PEQ 33, 1901, 145f. no. 28. 


Photo: R. Macalister, PEQ 35, 1903, 173; R. Macalister, PEQ 32, 1900, 235 fig. 1 (dr.). 
LDS 
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967. Painted inscription on tomb of Patriarchal hospital, 6 c. 


Three-line inscription painted in red, beginning and ending with a cross. Below is 
another large cross painted in black. Macalister found it in a very bad condition, 
the color having become faint as the surface of the rock was exposed to the weather. 
The letters belong to the round alphabet. The script is careless and the alignment of 
the letters is uneven. According to Thomsen the text disappeared. 

Meas.: 1.1: w 58 cm; 1.2: w 46 cm; 1.3: w 14 cm; letters 2-3 cm. 





Findspot: Under the ceiling of the south "e 

side of a single-chamber tomb (Tomb | Fed Rep an s G AN xr Hl 

15 in Macalister's list) of which only the Xoy+ 
south and west sides remain. 





~. 





fig. 967 


(cross) MNHMAAHA®EPONTATOYEYTH 
NOZOKOMIOYTOYTIATPI 
APXOY (cross) 


(cross) 


App. crit.: Mvjjua diadépov | voroxoutou (to which Thomsen added [tis ayias Xuv]) and 
Praovlia] Guyat(yp) | vo9 mat pd¢ | Ayo(8)o(t)ov, PAaovfia] Suyat[tpt] Germer-Durand, Leclercq, 
Thomsen. Mvfjua dua épov ta 100 Evyy|[--] tot matpidpyou, or Mvijua d<v>adépovta (bar- 
barism for diadépov) tot Etynvos <voo>oxoutou tot matpidpyou, or Mvijua à«v»adépovra 

tot Evyyvos 6 Koutou tot matpidpyou Macalister, MNHMA. AMA®EPONTATOYEYTH = 


Myvfjua[c]a <di>adépovta tot ev<a>y otic’? Abel. 
Mvijua dnadépovta tot ev<a>y'otis’ | vocoxoutou tot matpilapyou 
Tomb belonging to the pious hospital of the patriarch. 


Comm.: According to Milik, the patriarchal hospital is to be identified with the “pa- 
triarchal gerocomion" (hospice for the aged) mentioned in the list of dead bodies 
collected in Jerusalem after the Persian conquest, that is attached to the Expugnatio 
Hierosolymae (Milik 140). A hospital in the middle of the city was founded by Justin- 
ian by request of the saintly monk Sabas (Cyr. Scyth., Vita Sabae 73, ed. Schwartz 
177), but in Milik’s view (150f.) this is to be identified with the hospital attached to the 
Nea Church and mentioned by Procopius of Caesarea (Aed. 5, 6, 25) and the Piacenza 
Pilgrim (Itinerarium 23, CCSL 175, 141). In the list of the dead, this hospital goes un- 
der the name “Royal Gerocomion”. Cyril of Scythopolis (Vita Euth. 48, ed. Schwartz 
70) also speaks of a hospital where a monk of St. Euthymius’ monastery lay sick in ca. 
543, but it is not clear whether this was the hospital of the patriarch, or the one of the 
Nea: the church itself was inaugurated only in November 543. On the various hos- 
pitals in the Holy City, see Milik 148-51. The “hospital of the patriarch” is identified 
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with one of the buildings represented in the Madaba map next to the Anastasis and 
the palace of the patriarch (P. Thomsen, ZDPV 52, 1929, 216f. no. 20; M. Avi-Yonah, 
The Madaba Mosaic Map, 1954, 54f., building no. 7). 


Bibl.: Scholz, Reise 179 (ed. pr.). - J. Kennedy-Bailie, Fasciculus inscriptionum, Graecarum po- 
tissimum, ex Galatia, Lycia, Syria, et Aegypto, 1849, 136 no. CCCXLIIIc; de Saulcy, Voyage Mer 
Morte II 323; Tobler, Topographie II 254 (tomb 15); CIG 4, 9140; de Vogüé, Temple 135 no. 6; 
Warren - Conder, SWP Jerusalem 418 (dr); J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 563f. no. 5; R. Ma- 
calister, PEQ 32, 1900, 101f., 232-4 no. 8 pl. IV (dr.) (tomb 25); BE 1902, 93; Thomsen I no. 113; 
H. Leclercq, DACL 6,2, 1925, 2759; Abel, DACL 2362; H. Leclercq, DACL 13,1, 1937, 835; J. Milik, 
MUSJ 37, 1960/61, 140f. pl. 3,1; BE 1963, 286; Ch. Roueché, GRBS 20, 1979, 179; K. Mentzou- 
Meimaris, Byzantina 11, 1982, 286 (Greek); Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 240ff. 


Photo: R. Macalister, PEQ 32, 1900, 232 pl. IV (dr.). 
LDS 


968. Tomb inscription for the doorkeepers 


Engraved two-line inscription, badly damaged. The letters vary considerably in height; 
they belong to the round alphabet. A cursive alpha with an open top appears twice. 
Meas.: 1.1: w 140 cm; 1.2: w 130 cm; letters 4.5-16 cm. 


Findspot: Over the entrance of a tomb (no. 23 in Macalister's list) on a lower level 
than the others. EN VEN 


Pres. loc.: See findspot. TAA NHM™ As [Pb € POT HN 
Op 7&C CION 


(cross) MNHMAAIA®EPOTHN "T 
GOYPOP[--]'IAEZION fig. 968 














App. crit.: Mvfjua üt dépov adot (= àmó) Pays th¢ &ylac Xwov Krafft, de Vogüé, Conder. 
Mvfjua ðapepótyy (barbarism for diadépov) | Oupdpou (proper name) [&y](ac Zóv Macalister. 
Mvfjua diadéepo(v) v«oic» | Qupopb[c (for 0upcopoic)] THs dytas Xov Milik. 


rad 


Mvijua dtadépo(v) TEY | Gupop[av A]yias Ziv 
Tomb belonging to the doorkeepers of (the church) of Holy Sion. 


Comm.: For the date (6 c.) assigned by Thomsen, see no. 971. The function of door- 
keeper is known both in the clergy and in the monastic milieu. In the ecclesiastical 
hierarchy, the doorkeeper was one of the minor orders of the clergy, charged with 
keeping the keys of the church, and is mentioned as such from a very early period 
(for sources, see Lampe, s.v.; Meimaris, Sacred Names 253). Monasteries also had 
doorkeepers, usually two of them, who were not only responsible for guarding the 
main entrance and the postern of the monastery, but also fulfilled some of the tasks 
of hospitality and reception of visitors and candidates (see Vita Georg. Choz. 6, 20, 
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25, 28; Mir. Choziba 1; ed. Houze, Analecta Bollandiana 7, 1888, 101, 120, 124f., 
126, 361; J. Patrich, Sabas, 1995, 26, 34f., 183, 207, 259). A burial inscription from a 
family tomb on the Mount of Olives (no. 913) mentions two 6upwpoit of the Anas- 
tasis, father and son, and therefore certainly refers to members of the minor clergy 
who held the task in the church of the Holy Sepulchre. This inscription may refer 
to members of the clergy of St. Sion, but the possibility cannot be excluded that the 
tomb was reserved for members of the community of o7ovdaiot of the church, who 
were doorkeepers of the monastery, or of both the monastery and the church. 


Bibl.: Krafft, Topographie, 197f. pl. L3 (dr.) (ed. pr.). - De Saulcy, Voyage Mer Morte II 322f.; 
Tobler, Topographie II 258 (tomb 25); CIG 4, 9142; de Vogüé, Temple 133; Waddington no. 1898; 
Warren - Conder, SWP Jerusalem 417 (dr.); Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 563 no. 4; R. Macali- 
ster, PEQ 32, 1900, 231ff. no. 7 pl. III (dr.) (tomb 23), 248 plan IX; Thomsen I no. 107; Abel, DACL 
2362; H. Leclercq, DACL 13,1, 1937, 834f.; J. Milik, MUSJ 37, 1960/61, 145 n. 1; BE 1963, 286; 
Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 160ff. 


Photo: R. Macalister, PEQ 32, 1900, 232 pl. III (dr.). 
LDS 


969. Funerary inscriptions in rock-cut tomb 


Two-line inscription (a); the letters, which belong to the round alphabet, are much 
damaged. In the drawing given by Vincent - Abel, the alpha has a horizontal bar. Lu- 
nate sigma and w-shaped omega. Another two-line inscription (b) is painted in red. 
The letters are worn and defaced. They belong to the round alphabet; lunate sigma. 
Meas.: (a) w 65 cm; letters 6-7 cm; (b) h 13-16 cm. 


Findspot: (a) and (b): In the vestibule of a two-chambered rock-cut tomb (Tomb 
13 in Macalister's list), south of the road from Neby Daüd. The inscription (a) is 
located on the southern wall of the vestibule, on the left side of the entrance to the 
inner chamber (see sketch apud Macalister 247). 

Pres. loc.: See findspot. 


Pec cime toy ta, CANC | C 


(b) [.-]INHMATHE Cio 


[.-J AZXI[--] 


App. crit.: (a) [--] E[uo[v] Tobler, Thomsen; (b) 1.2 
[aytas Z}tw[v] Thomsen. 


fig. 969.1 (a) 


(a) Täs aytas | Erwv 
(b) [M]vsjua tHe | [&yt]ac Elw] 


(a) (Belonging to the church) of Holy Sion. 
(b) Tomb (belonging to the church) of Holy Sion. 
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Comm. For the date (6 c.) assigned by | H M A | | | C 
Thomsen, see no. 971. 

Bibl.: Krafft, Topographie 193 (ed. pr.). - E. N | | ( 

Robinson, Biblical researches in Palestine, 


Mount Sinai and Arabia Petraea 1, 1841, fig. 969.2 (b) 
524; de Saulcy, Voyage Mer Morte II 320; 

Tobler, Topographie II 254f. (tomb 18); R. Macalister, PEQ 32, 1900, 230f. nos. 5-6, 227 pl. 
1,5-6 (dr.) (tomb 13), 246f. plan VIII; Thomsen I no. 111; Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 
3, 439f. fig. 170c; Abel, DACL 2362; H. Leclercq, DACL 13, 1, 1937, 834; Bieberstein - Bloed- 
horn 2, 110f. - Cf. Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 144*(e), 186(h) no. 457; Kloner - Zissu, 
Necropolis 308. 


Photo: R. Macalister, PEQ 32, 1900, 227 pls. L5 and L6 (dr.). 
LDS 


970. Tomb of Thecla (daughter) of Marulfus the German 


Engraved four-line inscription, opening with a cross. The letters belong to the 
round alphabet. Alpha is sometimes cursive. Lunate sigma. 
Meas.: w 58-67 cm; letters 5.5-9 cm. 


Findspot: Over the doorway of a rock-cut tomb (Tomb 12 in Macalister's list), ap- 
proached by a staircase, north of Tomb 9. 
Pres. loc.: See findspot. 





SMMNH Mb oo € 
E PONGE S 
ONO OY NO OP es 


A®OYTEPMANIKO|[] [ €DJAÀH nec 


[--IQN 





App. crit.: 
MNHMAAIAOE|PONOEKAANAPON| ; 
A®OYTEPMANIKH|E Krafft; Mvua fig. 970 
dtade|pov OéxAa Mapev|Agovu l'eguavix, | [--] C De Vogüé, Conder; 'eguavixi|c all eds., until 
Vincent - Abel restored [tis ayias Zt]wv; Peguavix[o0] Macalister. 





Mvijua dtadélpov O€xAa Mapov|Adou l'eguavixo[0 | ths dyias Xu]ov 


Tomb of Thecla (daughter) of Marulfus the German; (belonging to the church) of 
Holy Sion. 


Comm.: Thomsen assigned a late date to this inscription, the 7 c. or even 8 c., be- 
cause of the German name Marulfus. Vincent - Abel, followed by SEG, suggested 
the 5-6 c. The shape of the letters, especially the mu, supports rather an earlier than 
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a later date. German names are attested in the region (see for instance Dagalaiphus 
at Hammath Gader, 5-6 c.: L. Di Segni, in: Y. Hirschfeld, The Roman Baths of 
Hammat Gader, 1997, 193f. no. 6; Digountha at Gaza in 541: SEG 8, 275); they were 
introduced by Germans in Roman service. 


Bibl.: Clarke, Travels 344 (ed. pr.). - Scholz, Reise 179; Berggren, Reisen 70f.; Krafft, Topogra- 
phie 192f. pl. L1 (dr.); de Saulcy, Voyage Mer Morte II 321 and Atlas pl. 45; Tobler, Topographie 
II 256f. tomb 20; CIG 4, 9138; de Vogüé, Temple 134; Waddington no. 1896; Warren - Conder, 
SWP Jerusalem 417 (dr.); J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 562f. no. 3; R. Macalister, PEQ 32, 1900, 
228ff. no. 4 pl. 2 (dr.) (tomb 12); Thomsen I no. 109; Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 3, 458f. 
fig. 173 (dr); Abel, DACL 2362; H. Leclercq, DACL 13,1, 1937, 834; SEG 8, 198; Thomsen II no. 
109; J. Milik, MUSJ 37, 1960/61, 145 n. 1; BE 1963, 286; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 112f. 


Photo: R. Macalister, PEQ 32, 1900, 228 pl. II (dr.). 
LDS 


971. Inscriptions Ts &y(ac Xiwv in rock-cut tombs 


Engraved two-line inscription (a), opening with a cross. The letters are picked out 
in red and belong to the round alphabet. The text is much weather-worn and dif- 
ficult to make out. Over the doorway is a large plain equilateral cross. Engraved 
two-line inscription (b), opening with a cross and surmounted by a cross. Both 
crosses were defaced by hammering. Inscription (c) is painted in red over the pas- 
sageway. The red paint trickled down from the foot of the cross, leaving a long 
narrow streak. The letters in the middle of the line were washed away by rainwater 
dripping through the porous limestone. The only testimony of inscription (d) is 
Krafft's copy with rounded letters. Two-line inscriptions (e) and (f) engraved on 
the rock. Oval alphabet with lunate sigma and w-shaped omega in all inscriptions. 
When Macalister visited the tomb he found it turned into a cess-pit, and the en- 
trance was blocked with stones. 

Meas.: (a) 1.1: w 70 cm; letters 6-7 cm; (b) 1.1: letters 10 cm, 1.2: 6-7 cm; (c) w 120 cm; 
letters 11 cm; (e) 1.1: w 93 cm (including the cross); 1.2: w 35 cm; letters 9 cm; (f) 1.1: 
w 72 cm (without initial cross which is defaced); 1.2: w 36 cm; letters 6-10 cm. 


Findspot: (a) at the left side of the entrance of a single-chambered rock-cut tomb 
(Tomb 7 in Macalister's list), west of the road that crossed the wadi from north 
to south, starting from Neby Daüd (David's Tower). - (b) Over the entrance of 
a three-chambered rock-cut tomb (Tomb 9 in Macalisters list) beside the same 
road. - (c) Over the doorway leading from the first to the second chamber of Tomb 
9. - (d) In the antechamber of a rock-cut tomb at the western end of the necropolis 
(Krafft). There is no cross in Krafft's drawing. - (e) Over the doorway of a one- 
chamber tomb (Tomb 45 in Macalister's list) close to the Akeldama monastery, at 
the side of the road leading up to it. - (f) Over the doorway of a tomb (Tomb 47 in 
Macalister's list) close to the Akeldama monastery. 
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Pres. loc.: See findspot. J 

(a), (b), (d)-(f) (cros) THZATIAX ' THCATIAC 
ZION 

(c) (cross) MNHI[--J THÈ fig. 971.1 (a) 


ATT[--]ZZION i CA 
App. crit.: (a) Tobler, followed by Thomsen, placed e H [ 1 C 
an E in a line above l.1 of writing. C K A ) N 


(a), (b), (d)-(f) THs yilas | Xrov fig. 971.2 (b) 
(c) Mvfi[ua] tis | ay[tac] Erwv 


(a), (b), (d)-(f) (Belonging to the church) of Holy Sion. rod T 


(c) (Tomb belonging to the church) of Holy Sion. B IWN 


Comm.: The date assigned to these inscriptions by fig. 971.3 (c) 


Thomsen is the 6 c. At that time - and perhaps even ear- 


lier - a foundation of the spoudaioi of St. Sion certainly T HC ATI AC 


existed and had burials reserved for its inmates. How- N 
ever, this and similar inscriptions can easily be earlier C l G) 
or later. Note that Tobler describes the necropolis from fig. 971.4 (d) 


east to west, Macalister from west to east. 


Bibl.: Clarke, Travels 326f. (a, c), 329 (d); Tobler, To- + T H C AN | AC 


pographie II 237-60 at 257 tomb 22 (b); R. Macali- C lw 
ster, PEQ 32, 1900, 225-48 at 235 nos. 10 pl. 1,10 (dr.) IN 


(tomb 45) (e), 11 pl. L11 (dr.) (tomb 47) (f) (edd. prr.). fig. 971.5 (e) 
- Scholz, Reise 179 (a); Berggren, Reisen 71f. (a, c); E. 
Robinson, Biblical researches in Palestine, Mount Si- 


nai and Arabia Petraea 1, 1841, 524 (a, d); Krafft, To- | | | CA [1 AC 


pographie 191 pl. 1,5 (dr.) (d); de Saulcy, Voyage Mer 

Morte II, 313-24 and Atlas pls. 42-5; CIG 4, 9141a (a), C J W 

9141b (c), 9143 (d); F. de Saulcy, Jérusalem, 1882, 274 N 

(d); J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 561 nos. 1 (a), 2 

(c); R. Macalister, PEQ 32, 1900, 225-48 at 226ff. nos. fig. 971.6 (f) 
1 pl. L1 (dr.) (tomb 7) (b), 2 pl. L2 (dr.), 244 (tomb 9) 

(a), 3 pl. 1,3 (dr.) (tomb 9) (c); Thomsen I nos. 106 (d), 108 (b), 110a (a), 110b, 112 (c); Vincent - 
Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 3, 421-69 at 439f. figs. 170a (a), 170b (c); Abel, DACL 2362; H. Leclercq, 
DACL 13,1, 1937, 834; Thomsen II nos. 106 (d), 110 (a, c); Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 78 (b), 111f. 
(a, c), 326 (e), 327 (f). - Cf. Warren - Conder, SWP Jerusalem 417-21; R. Macalister, PEQ 33, 1901, 
145-58, 215-26; Ovadiah, Corpus, 89f. no. 77 a/b; Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 144*(e), 
186(h) nos. 455 (b), 456 (a); Kloner - Zissu, Necropolis 294-314. 


Photo: R. Macalister, PEQ 32, 1900, 227 pl. 1,2 (dr.); R. Macalister, PEQ 32, 1900, 227 pls. L1 (dr); 
R. Macalister, PEQ 32, 1900, 227 pl. L3 (dr.); Krafft, Topographie, pl. 1,5 (dr.); R. Macalister, PEQ 
32, 1900, 227 pl. 1,10 (dr.); R. Macalister, PEQ 32, 1900, 227 pl. I,11 (dr.). 
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972. Lid of stone casket with funerary inscription of Procopius(?), Abu Tor 


Remains of Byzantine buildings, including two churches. Nearby, rock-hewn buri- 
al caves of the Second Temple period, some of which contained also Byzantine 
pottery, indicating reuse in the Byzantine period. The ruins on the crest of Mount 
Abu Tor are those of a medieval church, but many architectural elements found 
among the debris indicate that the church was first erected in the Byzantine period, 
probably in the 6 c. (Vincent - Abel). The lid of a limestone box (a reliquary?) found 
in the ruins, with a fragmentary inscription referring to the burial of P[rokopios?], 
prompted the identification of this church with a church of St. Procopius men- 
tioned in a letter of the Armenian bishop Gregory Arzeruni from 562 CE, as well 
as in the Georgian Calendar of the Jerusalem Church. A church of St. Procopius 
existed in Jerusalem in the Crusader period, and William of Tyre gives an accu- 
rate description of its location, on the crest of the mountain called today Abu Tor. 
It seems a likely assumption that the Crusader church was erected on the ruins 
of an earlier church dedicated to St. Procopius, which therefore can be identified 
with the Byzantine remains beneath the medieval church of Abu Tor. The crypt 
of the church, acceded from the northern aisle through a flight of steps, is a rock- 
cut vaulted hypogaeum, with a bema and apse on the eastern side, and a niche 
(a prothesis for offerings according to Montgomery, but more likely a place for a 
reliquary) beside the apse. The hypogaeum is earlier than the church, and its date 
and function are unclear: for Montgomery it is a chapel for monks or hermits, not 
earlier than the 7 c; for Lagrange, it isa Roman or early Byzantine tomb, adapted as 
an oratory in a late but unspecified period; for Schneider, a 4 c. vault in which the 
remains of St. Procopius were venerated. 


Described by the first editor as a finely worked lid of ossuary of white limestone, 
with a fragmentary inscription, preceded by the Constantinian chrismon encircled 
by a wreath. No illustration is available, and the present location of the fragment 
is unknown. 


Findspot: In the ruins ofa hypogaeum under the northern aisle of the church in the 
ruins on the crest of Mount Abu Tor. 


(chrismon) OHKHTI[--] 


App. crit.: II[poxomiou] Schneider, Thomsen, Halkin. 
Open II[--] 
Tomb of Procopius(?). 


Comm.: Halkin rejected the identification of the Prokopius in the inscription 
with a saint, though he does not challenge the identification of the church. But, 
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if we reject the identification of the man whose remains were preserved under 
the inscription with the saint to whom the church was dedicated, the restoration 
II[poxomtov] ceases to be cogent; any other name of man or woman beginning 
with a II would do just as well. The description of the inscribed artifact is unfor- 
tunately unclear. If the lid covered a reliquary, it was surely contemporary with 
the church, rather than with the hypogaeum. Another possibility that cannot be 
excluded is that the fragment did not belong to a lid, since the term 05x» does 
not usually apply to reliquaries (though for a case, from Syria, see now SEG 57, 
1860). In this case, the fragment belongs to a tombstone of some kind, clearly of 
the Byzantine period, but a more precise date cannot be established. 


Bibl.: A. Schneider, OC 30, 1933, 154f. (ed. pr.). - SEG 8, 187; Thomsen II no. 192D; F. Halkin, 
Analecta Bollandiana 69, 1951, 76; BE 1952, 173. - Cf. Tobler, Topographie II 171-4; Warren 
- Conder, SWP Jerusalem 164; J. Montgomery, AASOR 2-3, 1921/22, 126ff. fig. 1; F.-M. Abel, 
RB 33, 1924, 616 no. 26; M.-J. Lagrange, RB 33, 1924, 156; Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 
4, 866f.; Garitte, Calendrier 94f., 347; J. Milik, RB 67, 1960, 569 no. 49; Ovadiah, Corpus 80f. 
no. 69 a/b; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 76f.; Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 148*f.(e), 191f. 
(h) nos. 469, 473; S. Verhelst, Proche-Orient Chrétien 54, 2004, 40 no. 31; Kloner - Zissu, 
Necropolis 286-93. 
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973. A Georgian funerary inscription of the bishop Iohannes, 5-7 c. 


Inscription on a limestone slab covering the grave in the burial crypt of the mon- 
astery. 
Meas.: h 49, w 81 cm. 


Findspot: Umm Leisun, burial crypt of the monastic complex. 
Pres. loc.: IAA inv. no. 2004-393. Temporarily exhibited in Knesset, Archaeological Garden. 


00b Odi CAP QÓO 
TQUGAIPQH: 
POFTIS1IUILAQUQ 
LILOS+ONGFY 
bILOS (cross) 


gbg LodoMbeng| 


0c3ob9 03360|5239c»0 
3ob3o3o|bobso 


jo6039|e»ob5o 





Translit.: Ese samarxoi | 
Iohane pur|taveli p'isk'op'o|sisai kart've|lisai 
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This is the grave of Iohannes, bishop of Purtavi, a Kartvelian. 


Comm.: The inscription is written in round Georgian uncial script (asomtavruli). 
The tomb was situated at the most prestigious place in the burial crypt of the mon- 
astery, and contained the remains of an elderly man, probably the founder of the 
monastery or prominent in some other way. Based on the archaeological data and 
the context of the burial, the monastery should belong to the 6-7 c. CE. G. Gag- 
oshidze dates the inscription, on palaegraphical grounds, to the time between the 
end of the 5 c. and the first half of the 6 c. CE. The spelling of the name 003569 
is typical for the 5-early 7 c. The ethnonym dj560039€»0 (Kartvelian, from Kartli 
Kingdom, i.e. Georgian) is probably the earliest known use of this self-identifying 
term. The term 93960390, identifying the place of origin, Purtavi, is not en- 
tirely clear. It was suggested to understand it as the name ofthe monastery at Umm 
Leisun, derived from the Aramaic Nnm or Hebrew 7112. It can also be read as 
"from Purtavi", the city called Partav (Bardav in modern Azerbaijan), ancient capi- 
tal of Caucasian Albania and an important bishopric. Together with the inscrip- 
tions discovered in Bir el-Qutt, Nazareth and Bolnisi, and the Jvari inscriptions 
from Georgia, the Umm Leisun epitaph should be considered to be among the 
earliest examples of Georgian writing. 


Bibl.: J. Seligman, in: E. Baruch - A. Faust eds., New Studies on Jerusalem 10, 2004, 163f. (Hebr.) 
(ed. pr.). - Id., in: R. Gordeziani ed., 20 Centuries of Christianity in Georgia, 2004, 238-52; T. 
Mgaloblishvili, ARAM 19, 2007, 527-39. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 


YT 


974. Various Greek graffiti, tomb near St. John's Church, 'Ein Kerem 


See introduction to nos. 849.-853. 


Various graffiti on the lintel of the entrance to the vestibule of the tomb and on 
the steps leading down to the burial chamber. (a) is located on the outer side of the 
lintel and shows a high-stemmed cross with rays over some letters; a similar cross 
is on the inner side of the lintel. (b) is located on the inner side and appears to be a 
monogram of several letters. (c) is a single zeta on the second step above the graves; 
(d) has a mu and a lunate sigma, on the third step above the graves. Painted flowers 
are still visible on the plastered wall. 


Findspot: On the plastered walls ofa burial chamber 25 m to the west of the portico 
of St. John's Church (Saller, ground plan no. 90). 
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Pres. loc.: See findspot. 


(a) (cross) — 

EE IAT 

Z N uL 
(b) monogram "e 4 
(c) Z * & A" 
(d) MX . y . 

Var da 22 arce, Jur la ST marche 
"a - Lesson Au. dessus 
du sépulcre du Sepulcre 


/ sur le linkein M ( 
de li porte 


2 l'extiriour 


E AY 


= 
Comm.: Meistermann believed that  ?^** ** nic pane a oes 
the tomb originated in the Byz- L inbsrcbur l exterieur 
antine period, but some of the M 
marks were made by later visitors, * 
up to medieval times. Saller could . 
fig. 974 


not visit the tomb, which at his 
time had been blocked by the collapse of the building above it but, in his opinion, the 
material found in it did not justify the surmise that the tomb had been in use later 
than the Byzantine period. 


Bibl.: B. Meistermann, La patrie de St. Jean Baptiste, 1904, 192-6 fig. 21; Saller, Discoveries 73-7 
fig. 20; B. Bagatti, The Church from the Gentiles in Palestine, History and Archeology, Jerusa- 
lem 1956, 334f. - See bibl. in introduction to nos. 849.-853. 


Photo: Saller, Discoveries 74 fig. 20 (dr.). 
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975. Greek letters and cross on lintel 


Lintel with tabula ansata. Within the tabula ansata, cross flanked by two roughly 
engraved letters. 
Meas.: letters 4-6 cm. 


Findspot: Lintel of a passage leading into a tomb in an inner room in the ruins of 
a stone building (hermitage?) above the Franciscan convent and church built over 
ancient ruins, near a cave (known as “Cave of St. John”) beside the ‘Ein el-Habis 
spring (today Even Sapir). Disapparared. 
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N (cross) H 
Ni(tx)y 
Victory (of the cross?). 


Comm.: The type of the tomb (with arcosolia?) indicates a late-antique date; the 
cross points to Christian identity. A tradition concerning the “Desert of St. John” 
has been associated with this place from at least the 15 c. (Baldi, Enchiridion 62 no. 
74). The cross and inscription might be later than the Byzantine period. 
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976. Tomb with Greek inscriptions near Moza on the 
Jerusalem-Nicopolis (Emmaus) road 


See introduction to nos. 855.-856. 


Hypogaean tomb accessed through a flight of steps. The chamber is roughly 
square (western wall 4.35 m long; eastern wall 3.66 m; northern wall 3 m, south- 
ern wall 3.30 m), with the entrance on the west. The walls were covered with 
painted plaster; the ceiling was painted. On the western wall, two cherubs hold- 
ing a wreath enclosing inscription (b); on the ceiling, two angels in long robes, 
holding a wreath with inscription (a). The wall plaster disintegrated a few days 
after the vault was opened; the ceiling was ruined by humidity. Lunate sigma and 
w-shaped omega. 


(a) EIZOEOX EICOEOC 


KAIOXPIXOX 


A KAIOXPICOC 
MNH20H 
BAPOXIX AY TO Y 

App. crit.: (b) L1 [®]&¢ &w>% Clermont-Ganneau; fig. 976.1 (a) 


1.2 MNHXEN Schick’s majuscule copy, corrected 
into MNHZXOH Clermont-Ganneau and all eds.; yvðjoov Puech. 


(a) Ei 8ed¢ | xal ó Xpic<t>d¢ | adtot 
(b) ‘Qs CF | uynab | Bapayi<o>¢ 


(a) One (is) God and his Christ. 
(b) May Barochis be remembered, that he may live. 
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CUCZH 
ALN HC EN 
BAPOOXIC 


fig. 976.2 (b) 





Comm.: Wright and Clermont-Gan- Seale We 

neau rightly viewed the texts as two fig. 976.3 (a) 
different phrases, and translated 
the second “As Baruch lived, let 
him be remembered,” or “That 
he may live, let Baruch be re- 
membered”. Clearly, the two in- 
scriptions are independent texts, 
the former a Christian amplifica- 
tion of the well-known acclama- 
tion eic 0cóc, the other the usual 
invocation “May so-and-so be re- 
membered,” which is common in 
both Aramaic and Greek among 
Jews, Samaritans and Christians. fig. 976.4 (b) 





Bapwyts is only one of the 

many forms of the Hebrew and Aramaic name "Baruch" in Greek transcription. 
Fischer etal. support Clermont-Ganneau's comment - referring to a Jewish inscrip- 
tion from Jaffa - that Baruch is only attested as a Jewish name (Clermont- Ganneau 
1888, 99f.). But the name is common in church inscriptions of the Byzantine period 
and an Ascalonian scholasticus called Bourichios wrote two proskynemata on the 
Memnon statue (3 c.?); he was most probably a pagan (CIG 4781, 4781 b). Consider- 
ing the type ofthe tomb as well, a date in the 4 c. seems reasonable. 


Bibl.: C. Schick, PEQ 19, 1887, 51-5 at 54f. (ed. pr.). - C. Conder, ibid. 105; Ch. Clermont-Gan- 
neau, RAO 1, 1888, 99f., 169ff.; J. Germer-Durand, RB 2, 1893, 206 no. 7; Ch. Clermont-Gan- 
neau, PEQ 28, 1896, 260f.; T. Wright, ibid., 174; E. Puech, SBF 37, 1987, 350f.; L. Di Segni, SCI 13, 
1994, 103 no. 26; Fischer - Isaac - Roll, Roads II 222-9 at 228f. no. 3. - Cf. Clermont-Ganneau, 
PEQ 32, 1900, 110 no. 3; Bagatti, Samaria 170f. 


Photo: C. Schick, PEQ 19, 1887, 54f. figs. 5, 6, 8 (dr.). 


LDS 


C. Funerary inscriptions 355 


Funerary inscriptions with no provenance 


977. Funerary inscription on slab 


Rectangular slab, most likely the door of a burial cave. The inscribed surface is 
extremely worn and furrowed, and especially on the left side the letters have all but 
disappeared. Apparently the slab was reused as part of a pavement, probably in the 
Crusader period, and was trodden by many feet for a long time. Seven lines of script 
can be made out, followed by a blank strip, then two more lines at the bottom end 
of the slab. There is a cursive alpha in 1.1, and the beta — so far as can be made out 
on the worn surface - has both loops open. Cursive V-shaped upsilon at the end of 
1.5. Abbreviations marked with a small diagonal stroke, lifted near the phi in 1.1, 
cutting the legs of gamma and alpha in 1.9. Lunate sigma and w-shaped omega. 
Meas.: h 103, w 71 cm; letters 5-6 cm. 


Findspot: In secondary use in the pavement of the courtyard of the Tomb ofthe Vir- 
gin, on the northern corner, adjacent to the eastern wall and partly inserted in a niche 
in the same wall. 

Pres. loc.: See findspot. Autopsy: 28 
July 2010. 


-]HMAAIAOAB[--] 
-JKHPYKOY 
-JNIIOAHOTON 
-|NTHDA 
JTAXEOZZY 
-JPO[--]M 
Q[--]IBEPON 

vacat 

(cros) MNHMATO 
YIIYPTAA 


[- 
[- 
[- 
[- 
[- 
[- 


[My]fjua Qc (epov) "A B[--|-- xal] 
Kxp'Uxo | [rà]v toA<uB>dtwv(2) | 
[? dtaxdvaly tH Al[vac]tdcews 
oullyxAy]polvd]u|wlv vv] IBépwy. | 
vacat | Mvfjua told múpy(ov) 
Aa(outd) 





Tomb belonging to Ab... and 
Cericus the many-feeding(?) 
deacons(?) of the Anastasis, 
joint heirs of the Iberians. 

- Tomb of the Tower of David. fig. 977.2 
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Comm.: The reading is tentative, in view of the bad condition of the stone. However, it 
seems clear that the monument belonged to the Tower of David, namely, to the mon- 
astery of the Iberians located “in the Tower of David”, as we know from no. 1000 (see 
below). However, the two men mentioned in the epitaph, two members of the clergy of 
the Holy Sepulchre, held burial rights jointly with the monastery of the Iberians and 
therefore had their own tomb in the cemetery bought by the monastery for its mem- 
bers. From the inscription no. 1000, which was discovered in the YMCA compound, 
it appears that a cemetery of the Iberians was located west of the city, and possibly the 
stone was brought from there to be reused in the Crusader church; however it cannot 
be excluded that the burial grounds west of the city had become insufficient for the 
monastery, or had gone out of use because of the archaeologically attested growth of 
the city outside the Jaffa Gate, and therefore the monastery had purchased a new burial 
ground in the vast necropolis east of the city. The term moA.«v» B óvov or ToAIBotwv 
in 1.3 echoes the IIOAABOTON in the inscription from Beit Safafa (no. 848), except 
that between lambda and omicron only two upright strokes can be made out, which 
may correspond to the letters IB or YB but certainly not AB. Many explanations were 
offered for this term (see apparatus there), among them the authoritative opinion of 
D. Feissel (BE 1994, 650 = Chroniques 235 no. 755) who corrected 1<p>oAaB6<v>Twv, 
“ceux qui sont décédés avant nous”. This correction seemed acceptable in the context 
of the Beit Safafa inscription, in spite of the serious difficulty of adding two consonants 
toa text that was notable for its missing vowels. Here, however, both the spelling (reap- 
pearance of the missing consonants and sound I/Y instead of A) and the sense forbid 
that restoration. It seems preferable to go back to Avi-Yonah’s suggestion, “the many- 
feeding”, but not in the meaning of “parents of many children" as Avi-Yonah explained, 
but rather of charitable persons who fed many poor by their alms. This meaning fits 
well in the Beit Safafa inscription, and here too, when we consider that assistance to the 
poor was one of the tasks of the clergy, and especially of deacons (here restored because 
the other likely choice, mpecButépwy, is too long, unless it was abbreviated). 


Bibl.: Unpublished. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 
LDS 


978. Epitaph of a commerciarius, nephew of Areobindus, 6-7 c.(?) 


Five lines of script on a marble slab, mutilated at beginning and end, but recogniz- 
able as an epitaph. Probably the stone was originally part of a monumental tomb. 
It was broken into several fragments which were dispersed. Clermont-Ganneau 
(ARP I 223) published a photograph of two adjoining squeezes, one taken from a 
fragment, the other from the impression made by the engraved face of the stone 
on the underlying mortar. Letters are of the oval alphabet, with pointed omicron, 
lunate sigma and w-shaped omega; INA(txtidvos) is abbreviated with a diagonal 
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stroke; uy(vi) with the usual overhanging eta. Clermont-Ganneau (1885, 159ff.) 
lists the squeeze among those sent to Paris in 1882. 
Meas.: h 32, w 62, d 15 cm; letters 4.5 cm (Clermont- Ganneau, ARP I 223). 


Findspot: Discovered in secondary use as a flagstone in the pavement of the Dome 
of the Rock, on the Temple Mount. 

Pres. loc.: Part of the slab was once in the collection of the Russian archimandrite (Clermont- 
Ganneau, ARP I 223). 





[--JAIA[-IKOMEPKIAPIOXZANEVIOXA PEOBI[--] 
[--ONYHA[--]JONENGAK ATAKITEOA[--] 
[--H.GQEKONEYSETEYIIEPAYTOYA[--] 
[--/TOOTHZOXIAZMNHMHEZMHAEKEMB[--] 
(cross) INAAETOY=PA (cross) 


App. crit.: 11.1-2 [--] AO [--] xwuepxiápios åvepiòç ApeoBi[vowv? | tT] àv ómá [xix] dv Clermont- 
Ganneau (ARP); ‘ApeoBi|vdou vv bmapywv Papadopoulos-Kerameus (followed by BE 1994 and 
SEG); ApeoBt[vdou | x tT] àv óna [tix] v Germer-Durand, Abel; ApeoBi[voov? | éx c] v bra [v] wv 
Thomsen I;11.2-3 OA [--|--] OZKQN, perhaps 6 [mewtoonabdpt] os Kwv(atavtivouTdrews) 
Germer-Durand;'O á|vayvyvóoxov Papadopoulos-Kerameus (followed by BE 1994 and SEG); ll. 
3-4 bnép adtob, A[--] TO(?) 6? ths datas uvýuns Clermont-Ganneau (ARP); sü£eve ntp adco 

& [tov | àv] voc tHe ósiaç uvjuns Germer-Durand; edgere úntp adtod å|[Eiou dv] oc vj; óc(ac 
uvjuns Papadopoulos-Kerameus (followed by BE 1994 and SEG); ed&er<ai> ntp adtot à [Elou 

| dv] «o(c) THs ócíac uvjune, Thomsen I, Brandes; but this reading requires an unnecessary cor- 
rection of 1.4 where the stone has TOO; 1.4 Aexeu Q(plov) Papadopoulos-Kerameus (followed by 
BE 1994 and SEG). 








[--] AU [t0¢?] xwuepxidpios &vewióc ApeoBi[vdov | &x v]v ómá[px] ev £v0a xataxite. 
‘O álvayi|yv]ooxov ed&er'ar omép adtot. "A [verra |ca]o 6 fj clas uvýuns uni) 
AexeuB[ptou--] | ivd(ixtidvoc) a’, &rouc pò 


... Aelius(?) the commerciarius, nephew of Areobindus ex praefectis (former praetori- 
an prefect), lies here. Whoever reads (this) will pray for him. He of the sainted memory 
came to rest in the month of December [the --th] of the 1st indiction, year 104. 
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Comm.: The date is clearly legible, but the era is in question. As the appearance of 
the inscription points to the 6 c., any era starting earlier than the 5 c. seems excluded. 
Papadopoulos-Kerameus, followed by Clermont-Ganneau and Thomsen, proposed 
a local era, inaugurated in 449, with Eudocia’s arrival in Jerusalem. Year 104 would 
then correspond to 552/3, which fell in the 1st indiction. The deceased could thus be 
identified with a nephew of Areobindus, praetorian prefect in 553 (PLRE III Areo- 
bindus 4; Anonymus 76). The thesis of a Eudocian era, as well as the dating of the 
epitaph by the era of Diocletian, were rejected by Meimaris (Chron. Systems 315). E. 
Stein (215 n. 1) accepted 449 as the starting point of a local era in Jerusalem, but ob- 
served that it was not the date of Eudocia’s arrival in the Holy City; in his opinion, the 
new era began with Juvenal’s elevation to the rank of patriarch. However, the raise in 
status of the Jerusalem see was never officially proclaimed and only became effective 
after the Council of Chalcedon (E. Honigmann, DOP 5, 1950, 211ff.). The author of 
this item pointed out the fallacy of both the era of Eudocia and that of Juvenal, and 
suggested an abridged era of creation 6104 (Di Segni 1993) - a suggestion considered 
and rejected by Clermont-Ganneau. Feissel (BE 1994) acknowledged the strength of 
the arguments against the era of 449, but considered the correction of the figure 104 
to 6104 arbitrary; he preferred to leave the origin of this era unexplained, rather than 
rejecting it, and favoured the dating of the epitaph to 552 and the reference to the 
prefecture of Areobindus as 553. The interpretation of the date as (6)104, however, 
is not a correction but an abridgement. The existence of abridged dates, reckoned 
by various types of creation eras, is indicated by three inscriptions from Gaza (Mei- 
maris, Chron. Systems 70f. nos. 7-9; DGI 30, 535-41 nos. 174*-176*), as well as by an 
inscription from en-Nu'eiyma (Jordan), dated year 8, in the 8th indiction, i.e., (6)008 
of the Byzantine era in use in Transjordan, AD 499/500 (SEG 57, 1874). Year 6104 of 
the Alexandrine era, in use in Jerusalem at least in the 8 c., brings us to December 
612, which fell in the 1st indiction. The relationship of the deceased to a well-known 
personage named Areobindus, either an actual praetorian prefect or a former or hon- 
orary one, need not refer to the praetorian prefect of 553, for there were several high- 
ranking men called Areobindus in the 5-7 c. (PLRE II 145f, III 107-11). The list of 
praetorian prefects in the late 6 c. and early 7 c. is incomplete. From this and another 
epitaph (no. 1005) found in secondary use in the same pavement, A. Mader (ZDPV 
53, 1930, 219) deduced the existence of a Byzantine church on the Temple Mount, but 
this hypothesis is not confirmed by sources or finds. 


Bibl.: Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, The Academy 131, 1874, 522 (ed. pr.). - Id., PEQ 7, 1875, 56£.; War- 
ren - Conder, SWP Jerusalem 426 no. 20; Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, AMSL 11, 1885, 209 no. 37; J. 
Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 580f. no. 40; A. Papadopoulos-Kerameus, Vizantijskij Vremennik 
1, 1894, 133ff. (Russ.); Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 222ff. (ph., dr.); Thomsen I no. 98; Abel, DACL 
2361; Thomsen II no. 98, SEG 42, 1437; BE 1993, 735; L. Di Segni, IEJ 43, 1993, 165ff.; BE 1994, 
650; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 85; W. Brandes, Finanzverwaltung in Krisenzeiten, 2002, 222ff.; 
DGI 35f, 625-9 no. 214; L. Di Segni, ARAM 18-19, 2006/07, 116-9. 


Photo: Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 223. LDS 
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979. Funerary inscription on a limestone slab 


Limestone slab (described as marble by Germer-Durand and Thomsen), broken at 
the bottom right corner with inscription of four lines. Lunate sigma. 
Meas.: h 47, w 38, d 13 cm; letters 6-7 cm. 


Findspot: Germer-Durand assigned no precise origin to the stone, apart from 
stating that it was found in Jerusalem. His silence, and the fact that the slab did 
not find its way into the Notre Dame collection, indicate that it was not found in 
the property of the Assumptionists on Mount Zion. The fact that, after having 
been published by Germer-Durand, the stone made its way to the convent of the 
White Fathers at St. Anne’s may indicate that it has been found in the burial area 
near St. Stephen’s Gate. One might even cast doubt on its origin from Jerusalem, 
for the formula Myudptov tod detvos is common in Caesarea, Jaffa and in the 
coastal plain, but unattested in Roman-Byzantine Jerusalem. It may have come 
from the antiquities market. 

Pres. loc.: Church of St. Anne, Jerusalem. 


MIMOPIN 
AMANTI 
OY KEKY 
PIAAAX 


(cross) 


App. crit.: M<y>woptov Thomsen. 


Mipópico»v | Auavtilou xar 
Ku|pidras 


Tomb of Amantius and Cyrilla. 


Comm.: 1.1: a small superscript 
omicron added by Germer-Du- 
rand over the nu cannot be seen. 
Thomsen ascribed an early 4 c. 
date to the epitaph. A 4-5 c. date fig. 979 
seems more likely, considering 

the palaeography. 





Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, EO 8, 1905, 12 no. 1 (ed. pr.). - Thomsen I no. 186; Bieberstein - Bloe- 
dhorn 3, 361 no. 6. 
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Photo: Our photograph was taken by A. and N. Graicer with the permission of the Superior of St. 
Anne’s Monastery. Prof. C. Dauphin informed us that we were not allowed to publish this photograph. 
However, since the text of the inscription has been known and thus in the public domain for over a cen- 
tury, we follow international academic custom and do hereby publish the Graicer’s photograph. (EDD) 


LDS 


980. Funerary inscription 


Stone slightly worn. The inscription is engraved in bold round letters. The epsilon is 
square; the sigma alternates between square and round shapes; the omicron is round 
and slightly floating over the line, except in one case where it is almond-shaped. The 
mu has a low, almost horizontal middle bar. Ligature of eta and kappa in l.1. 

Meas.: h 82, w 64, d 26 cm; letters 5-8 cm. 


Findspot: Found in secondary use as a paving slab in the road outside St. Stephen's 
Gate (Lions' Gate), between the gate and two adjoining mausoleums, about 120 m 


to the east (Kloner). 
Pres. loc.: St. Anne’s, in the courtyard of the church. 


(cross) OHKHAIAO 
EPOYXAAMOX 
AIAKONOYTIXII 
POBATIXKIX 


App. crit.: 1. 4: the small sigma between 
Iand K, shallower than the other letters, 
may be an error corrected by the stonecut- 
ter, or a later addition by a different hand. 


Q5 diad|épovea "Auc | dtaxdvou tis 
T]|poBati{a}xis 


Tomb belonging to Amos, deacon of 
the Probatica (Church). 


Comm.: The slab seems to be the door 
of a tomb. It was discovered mid-way 
between the gate and a tomb exca- 
vated at the same time, at the junction 
of the road descending from the gate 
on the Jericho road, where 4 c. lamps 
were discovered (Hamilton 153f.). However, Hamilton denies any connection be- 
tween the stone and the tomb. He dated the inscription to the 6-7 c., because of the 
iotacism and the irregularity in the size of the letters; but the form of the letters 
points to a much earlier date, not later than the third quarter of the 5 c. The Proba- 





fig. 980 
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tica Church is first attested in the Plerophoriae by John of Beth Rufina, in a passage 
in which Peter the Iberian relates a miracle he witnessed when he was still living in 
Jerusalem (between 438 and 445, at the latest). In the story, a lector and deacons of 
the Probatica Church are mentioned (Jo. Rufus, Pleroph. 18, PO 8, 35-37). 


Bibl.: R. Hamilton, QDAP 6, 1936, 155f. pl. 40,3 (ph.) (ed. pr.). - Thomsen II no. 124A; J. Milik, 
MUSJ 37, 1960/61, 170f.; BE 1963, 286; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 1994, 227. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 


LDS 
981. Painted Aramaic inscription on column on Temple Mount 
Two lines of Jewish script painted in red on a column. 
Findspot: Al-Aqsa Mosque. 
annd q[..] of..Jan M samy yy pg mm 

piony a WON 

App. crit.: 9) by 33 amm? ir on m CIJ. M p) FT r^i » p» 4 12 
Translit.: rh[..]m [..]n Ihrm' | br ‘mrm n fig. 981 


... son of Amram(?) ... May he rest in peace(*). 


Comm.: According to Euting, this column with its inscription was in the Al-Aqsa 
Mosque (obviously in secondary use), and when he refused to pay the asking price 
was allowed only to make a crude drawing. The reading, meaning and date of the 
inscription are obscure. If the last two letters, nun and ayin, are correct, then they 
are the abbreviated funerary formula nwhw ‘den (“may he rest in peace"). The 
reading of the name br ‘mrm is conjectural based on the drawing. 


Bibl.: J. Euting, SPAW 35, 1885, 669-88 at 683 no. 67 (ed. pr.). - F. de Saulcy, Voyage en Terre 
Sainte II, 1865, 327; CIH 15a; Klein, JPCI no. 109; CIJ 2, 1401; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 150ff. 


Photo: J. Euting, SPAW 35, 1885 pl. XI no. 67 (dr.). 


AY/JJP 


982. Fragment of epitaph 


Fragment of upper left corner of slab of hard limestone. Upper and left edges intact, 
bottom and right side broken. Smoothed surface, rough back. The letters are care- 
fully engraved. 

Meas.: h 9.5 (max.), w 10 (max.), d 7 cm; letters 2.2-2.5 cm. 
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Findspot: St. Stephen? 
Pres. loc.: Museum Ecole Biblique, Jerusalem. Autopsy: 29 October 2009. 


(cross) OHK[--] 
AXPY[--] 
M/N[--] 


Ońx[n diadépove]|a Xpu[o--]|M/N[--] 
Tomb belonging to Chrys... M/N... 


Comm.: There is no record of the origin 
of this stone, but the inscription is so typi- 
cal of Jerusalem epitaphs that it was prob- 
ably of local provenance, and most likely 
not very far from St. Stephen, in whose % 
vicinity there are many Byzantine tombs. fig. 982 





Bibl.: Unpublished. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 
LDS 


983. Funerary inscription of Dorothea, 5 c. 


Slab with inscription in the lower 
half. Round letters; lunate sigma 
and w-shaped omega. 

Meas.: h 63, w 55, d 9 cm; letters 
4-6.5 cm. 


Findspot: Between the Tomb of 


Absalom and the old Jericho road. 
Pres. loc.: SBF Museum, Jerusalem. 


MNHMION 
AOPOOE 
AÈ (cross) 


Mvnutov | Acpoté|ac 
Tomb of Dorothea. 


Comm.: Thomsen dated the epi- 
taph to the 5 c., consistent with 
the shape of the letters. For an- 
other inscription with uvtov, see no. 896. 





fig. 983 
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Bibl.: P.-M. Sejourné, RB 6, 1897, 131ff. at 131 (ed. pr.). - Bagatti, Flagellazione 136 no. 235 fig. 66 
(dr.); Thomsen II no. 125; B. Bagatti, The Church from the Gentiles in Jerusalem, 1956, 330 (dr.); 
Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 242. - Cf. Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 132*(e), 171(h) no. 410. 


Photo: G. Nalbandian. 
LDS 


984. Fragmentary epitaph of a nun 


Upper left corner of a limestone slab; on the smooth surface a rectangular table is 
incised. The table is horizontally divided into three parts by lines. A deeply carved 
cross is attached to the left side of the table, where the handle of a tabula ansata 
would have been. Of the three-line Greek inscription some letters are missing in 
the break on the right. The characters belong to the oval alphabet; the alpha and 
lambda appear to be influenced by cursive forms and have a peculiar shape, with 
a curving left-hand stroke and an almost upright right-hand one. A ligature of 
omicron and upsilon is used twice. Described from a photo in the files of M. Broshi. 


Findspot: Found on the surface of the cemetery adjoining the courty of the Arme- 
nian Church of St. Saviour, the so-called “House of Caiaphas”. 


EN@AAE[--] 

TEAOYA|--] 

MONAXOY[--] 

"Evodde [xei]|ve AouA [ic] | wov&xovc[a] 


Here lies Dulis the nun. 





Comm.: The formula évéade xeitat, so 
common in Late Roman and Byzantine fig. 984 
epitaphs elsewhere, is rare in Jerusalem. 

Oddly enough, three ofthe four cases in which it appears are epitaphs of women (nos. 
875, 1004 and the present one); the fourth is the epitaph of a Palmyrene in the “Tomb 
of the Prophets" (no. 949). The use ofthe ligature of omicron-upsilon and the cursive 
form ofthe alpha and delta point to a date in the 6 c. and possibly even in the 7 c. The 
form uováxouca is attested in literature (cf. Lampe, s.v.) and seemingly appears in the 
epitaph of Theodosia on the Mount of Olives (no. 1006). AovAtc, the feminine form of 
AovaAygs or AovAtwy, is attested: cf. SEG 31, 475 (Central Greece). 


Bibl.: Unpublished. - Cf. M. Broshi, IEJ 26, 1976, 81ff. 


Photo: Z. Radovan, courtesy of S. Gibson. 
LDS 
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985. Small stone plaque with inscription 


Small plaque of soft stone, featuring a large Latin cross in the middle, with letters 
above and under the arms and under the foot of the cross. Lunate sigma and w- 
shaped omega. 


Pres. loc.: Seen in the collection of the Russian archimandrite by Germer-Durand. 


EIPH TH 
ANA 
TIA ZA 
MENH 
ENK 
YPIO 


App. crit.: Eg v» Thomsen, Bieberstein - Bloedhorn. 
Eipyty | àva|na«v»ca|uévy | v K|upico 


Eirete, who came to rest in the Lord. 





Comm.: The name is unknown; the correction 
Eirene was not proposed by Germer-Durand 


who saw the stone. C, N K 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 582f. no. 44 (ed. 


pr). - Thomsen I no. 185; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, Y P | ( i | 
362. 


Photo: J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 582 (dr.). fig. 985 
LDS 


986. Epitaph of Euphemia with funerary curse, late 4 or early 5 c. 


Three adjoining fragments ofa Greek inscription, lacking only one or two letters along 
the break between fragment (c) and fragment (a), and one or two letters along the 
chipped left edge of fragment (a). The letters are carefully engraved on the smoothed 
surface of the stone; the back is rough. The characters belong to the round alphabet; 
omicron tends to be smaller than the other letters; mu has splayed legs; all pointing to 
an early date. The whole slab would have measured exactly 5x2 Byzantine feet. 

Meas.: (a) h 60, w 54 cm; (b) h 60, w 64 cm; (c) h 37.5, w 35, d 14 cm; letters 4-5.5 cm. 


Findspot: Fragment (a) was found in the Church ofthe Tomb ofthe Virgin at Geth- 
semane, embedded in the pavement of the Chapel of Anne and Joachim (the tomb 
of Queen Melisenda), the first chapel on the right beside the staircase descending 
into the lower church. (b) was found in 1956 in the same church, re-used as the top 
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of a table that stood against the wall at the foot of the staircase on the right. (c) was 
found at the Greek Patriarchate, in the courtyard in front of the museum. 


Pres. loc.: (a) see findspot; (b) not located, but said to be still in or near its findspot; (c) at Mu- 
seum of the Greek Patriarchate, Jerusalem. 





fig. 986 (a-c) 


(c) - (a) - (b) 

(cross) OHKHAI[..]EPOYXZAEYOHMIABY 
ZANTIAAY[.]HEMONHZTOYTOAEEEZ 
OPKOEKA ZTONEIZTHNOMOOYZION 
TPIAAAK AIEIZTHNKTHZINIL HOXEMANIZX 
EZHZ OPAXHXKATATIOEMAIEIZTONTO 
IIO NTOYTONMHANYTHNAIAYTOHKAT 
[.]JABHNAIETEPONZKHNOMAEKAX 
[..JAEEIITXEIPONIIOIHZAITIIIOTETO 
[.JFOEXEIILIPOZTHNKPIZINTHN 

[..] AAOYZXAN (cross) 


App. crit.: [--]epou[--|--]y¢ wo[--|--]¢ tov sis [--|-- x] at eic thv x [--|--] opa owe xaxa [--|-- v0 o]v 
voUcov uy dv | [evt]adyvar étepolv | r&]c de &ntyeipav m [apa patvew | tot] to exer mpóc THY | 
[ópy?v | we]AAovcav Waddington; [xx dia] épou|[ca --] HEMO|[--] X yoveic|[--]IEIZTHNK| 
[åy] C påons xarà | [£] v tottov uy àv[a|v] abr vat £xepo [v. | n&]c de EmryetpHy, | [Tot] vo exer mpóc 
thy | [6py? ué]AAovcav Germer-Durand; [875xx, diab]épov[ca | -- HEMO[--|--] YTONEIZ[--| 
-- x]ai eic thy x[THow | &y]| paons xata [vouov | £v TAho]v Tot Tov u) àv | [ivt]apvar &cepo[v. | 
m&]c de émtyeipóv | | [Tob] vo ëxe mpóc THY | [ópy7» u£]AXovcav Abel; [Oxy diad]épovca 
Evoyuia Bu|[-- tT] hs ovis tov t0de &£|[--] yov eic thv 6oobctov | [--] at elc THY xT How 
I*8ceuavic | [--]wpdons xatatibenat eic tov vó|[mo]v toðtov: ux, dvuyhvat aùtòv xov|[av]ad vot 
Etepov oxývoua:' Exac |[roc] de &mvyeipav morhoat ti mote vo|[0] 0 Eyet mpóc THY xplow thy | 
[wé]AAoveay Saller; [G5x diag] Epovea Evyuia Bu|[Cavtia tls uovfjc vovv & de &£|[&pxo. ? 
Piloyov eic THY 6uoodatov | [tTpIdd]a (elc THY xtaw PyPoeuavis | [Gvca y] o p.06 xatatibé var 
eic Tov vó|[ro] v TOUTOV. uý avo yFvat avTO xatlaT]adHvat Etepov oxhvoua: Exaa|[tos] ðE 
emtyetpwv motfjcat ti mote To|[b] to ever mpóc THY xptow THY | [u] ÉAXovucav Di Segni 2007. D. Feis- 
sel, BE 2010 suggests in 1.2 avd[t] 4s wovys, “of her alone” (by which reading, Euphemia might 
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not have been a nun), and in 1.6 avo (sic) ý. More likely, the letters being similar in the copy, 
the stonecutter forgot one of them. 


O7xn dilaplépovea Eùpyuig Bu|Cavtia ao[r]fjc[-éavcfc] wovijc. tobto 0 eZlopxd 
Exactov elc THY duoovatov | Tpidda xal elc THY xTHow Pnbceuavis,| téis dpas hs 
xatativenat elc Tov To|mov TodTOV, UN vor yva adTOo(v) 7) xac |[ox]adfjvat étepov 
oxyvoua: &xac|[roc] de EmyelpHv motfjoat ti rote vo|[0]ro ever poc THY xplow THY | 
[ué]AAoucav 


Tomb belonging to Euphemia the Byzantine, of her own monastery. This I adjure 
every one (who resides) in the Consubstantial Trinity and in the property of the 
Gethsemane: from the hour in which I am buried in this tomb, do not open it or 
bury another body. Whoever tries to do such a thing has to answer for it towards 
the coming Judgement. 


Comm.: This epitaph belongs to the well-known class that contains an imprecation 
against potential violators of the tomb, particularly by the burial of corpses not autho- 
rized by the owner of the monument. The threat ofthe Last Judgement has parallels in 
Jewish and Christian inscriptions (cf. Robert). Saller dated the inscription to the end 
of the 4 c. or beginning of the 5 c., based on an identification of Euphemia with the ab- 
bess ofa nunnery on the Mount of Olives, mentioned in a Coptic synaxary. The story 
is late and imaginary (see discussion in Di Segni 2009, 135*ff.), but the date can stand, 
based on the palaeography and on the mention of the “Consubstantial Trinity". The 
consubstantiality of the Trinity was first proclaimed at synods in Alexandria in 362, 
Rome in 380, and at the ecumenical council of Constantinople in 381 (Theodoretus, 
Historia Ecclesiastica 5,9,1-18), and considering that the East was ruled by the Arian 
emperor Valens until 378, it seems reasonable to propose the council of Constantinople 
as a probable terminus post quem for the inscription. The mention of Gethsemane 
might serve as an additional terminus post quem, as the church was erected by Theo- 
dosius I between 379 and 385; however, the inscription does not explicitly mention the 
church, but the "property" of Gethsemane, probably a term for the area that included 
the church, the garden and the cave, traditional sites of Jesus' prayer and capture. Nev- 
ertheless, the fact that there was a community residing there, as well as in the “Consub- 
stantial Trinity" - probably the title of Euphemia’s own monastery, not known from 
any other source - implies that the Church of Gethsemane was already in existence. 


Bibl.: Fragment (a): Waddington no. 1899 (ed. pr.). - T. Tobler, Die Siloahquelle und der Olberg, 
1852, 152, pl. 8; de Vogüé, Temple 132 pl. XXXVIL4; Warren - Conder, SWP Jerusalem 425 
no. 18; J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 569 no. 13; Thomsen I no. 123; Abel, DACL 2365; H. 
Leclercq, DACL 13,1, 1937, 854; Thomsen II no. 123; L. Robert, Hellenica XI-XII, 1960, 403f. no. 
16; BE 1961, 812. - Fragments (a)+(b): S. Saller apud Corbo, Ricerche 76-80 fig. 65 (ed. pr.). - 
Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 256f.; L. Di Segni, in: E. Baruch - A. Levy-Reifer - A. Faust eds., New 
Studies on Jerusalem 13, 2007, 201-6 (Hebr.), 30*f. (E.S.). - Fragments (a)+(b)+(c): L. Di Segni, 
in: J. Geiger - H. Cotton - G. Stiebel eds., Israel's Land, 2009, 131*-145* (ed. pr.). - BE 2010 
(forthcoming). - On funeral curses, cf. A. Parrot, Malédictions et violations de tombes, 1939; R. 
Lattimore, Themes in Greek and Latin Epitaphs, 1942, 106-25, 307ff.; L. Robert, Opera Minora 
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Selecta V, 1984, 697-745 no. 126; J. Strubbe, in: C. Faraone - D. Obbink eds., Magika Hiera, 1991, 
33-59; id., APAI EIIITYMBIOI, 1997. 


Photo: S. Saller apud Corbo, Ricerche 78 fig. 65, joined with A. and N. Graicer. 
LDS 


987. Epitaph of Flavius Eusebius, 599 or 614 CE(?) 


No diplomatic copy or details available. 


Findspot: Seen by Meimaris at the Church of Viri Galilaei on the Mount of Olives; 
since then disappeared. 


(cross) AveTtay 6 &y &yt|ot; PA(doutoc) EdceBic &v | wnvi Atctou xe’, iv(8vertvoc) B’, | 
Tob Érouc xc" (iv(8veriGvoc) B}. 


Flavius Eusebius, now with the saints, died in the month of Daisios, the 25th, indic- 
tion 2, of the year 268. 


Comm.: Meimaris gives as place of origin of this stone the church of Viri Galilaei on 
the Mount of Olives, but provides no details on the stone itself or the circumstances of 
its discovery. He suggests that the chronological system used in the epitaph was an un- 
known Constantinian era, examples of which he detects at Ma'on (Nirim). By this era, 
the date would correspond to June 19, 599 or 614 CE. The text ofthe epitaph opens with 
the formula avemay, well-known in the Negev. Indeed, an early Byzantine cemetery 
was uncovered on the site of Viri Galilaei (see introduction to nos. 828.-830.); however, 
the church is the seat of the Greek Patriarch and, in the late 19 and early 20 c., Greek 
clergymen used to bring to Jerusalem inscriptions from Gaza, or acquired in Gaza, and 
perhaps originating from the Negev. This raises a reasonable doubt as to whether the 
stone originates from Jerusalem or was brought here from the south. The reading is 
also uncertain: Meimaris only provides a copy in minuscule. Cf. also no. 922. 


Bibl.: Meimaris, Chron. Systems 329 no. 13 (ed. pr.). - DGI 25ff., 635 no. 218*. 
LDS 


988. Fragment of epitaph reused in the city wall 


Four-line Greek inscription on a slab or block broken on the right side, reused in the 
city wall with a 90? rotation to the right; only the beginnings of the lines survive. 
Round letters on a very worn and broken surface. Séjourné marked a small eta over 
the mu, a typical 6 c.-abbreviation for un(vóç) or ux(vt), but this is not visible in the 
photo and does not appear in Clermont-Ganneaus copy; moreover, it does not fit the 
apparent early date of the letters (4-early 5 c.). A small cross is faintly visible at the 
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beginning of 1.4, slightly above the level of the line, which gives the impression that it 
may be secondary. Seemingly the inscription was engraved in a sunken panel. Judg- 
ing by the proportions, about two thirds of the original stone are lost. 

Meas.: h 40, w 40 cm. 


Findspot: In secondary use in the city wall on the outside, ca. 7 m left of Bab Sit- 
ti Miriam (Lions’ Gate or St. Stephen's Gate), ca. 4 m above ground, in the sixth 
course of ashlar stones. 

Pres. loc.: See findspot. 


EKOI[--] 
YITAT[--] 
OYIMI--] 
(cross) IITOZ|--] 


App. crit.: 1l.1-2 Séjourné read 
"Exoi[ttos] | Utat[oc] and viewed it 
as reference to one Equitius, who 
was consul in 374 (V. Grumel, La 
chronologie, 1958, 349). Exoi[w7oy 
--] |‘Yrat[tov] (patronymic) Cler- 
mont- Ganneau, ARP; 'Exoi[ un --] 
| Ynác [toc] Thomsen;1.3 v un(vós), 
“10th day of month -”? Séjourné; 

[-- «]|o9 l ux (6c), “of the 10th 
month" Clermont-Ganneau, ARP, 
Thomsen; but this way of designing 
the month is unknown in Greek 
inscriptions from this region; 1.4 
IIPOX[--] Séjourné, Thomsen. 


"Exot[unoy év eipyvy (or 6 
pax proc)] | Fe 
"Ynác|[toc --]|ou IM[--]|TIIOZ[--] d 








1 i 
Hypatius (or Blessed? Hypatius) son EN 
of ... fell asleep in peace(?). l Y, 


Comm.: Even in its mutilated form, the 
inscription seems not typical of the Je- 
rusalem epitaphs. Koiwaw as a euphe- 
mistic expression for dying, common 
elsewhere, appears only twice in Jeru- 


NE = 
New 
E 
40 
Ia < 
E 
e$ x 
= ne i 








salem (xotryfeioa v eipyvy, no. 1004; \ X i——— - 
éxoiuyon, no. 875). Thelasttwolinesare A * ' ^^ cx We | 
doubtful: ? unvóç could only refer to the naan 


10th ofa month, but mention of the day fig. 988.2 
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and month of death is 
again rare in epitaphs from 
Jerusalem (nos. 875, 978[:], 
1004, 1006: all elaborate Me AT 
epitaphs of important per- ^. l mn fig. 988.3 
sons. More commonly, 

one would expect, after Hypatius’ patronymic ending in 1.3, an indication of his 
profession, e.g. tu[atiomwAyg], “clothes dealer", or iu[avtomotóc], “tailor”. For 1.4, Sé- 
journé's reading IIPOX would invite restoring IIpoc[evyecbe bmep avtot], “Pray for 
him” (for which see no. 998, app crit.). But if we accept Clermont-Ganneau’s read- 
ing, which seems confirmed by the photo, one might suggest a surname, e.g. [6 xal 
O][rttoc. 





Bibl.: Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, PEQ 6, 1874, 141, 147f. (ed. pr.). - Warren - Conder, SWP Jeru- 
salem 427 no. 25; P.-M. Séjourné, RB 3, 1894, 260ff. (dr. from squeeze); BE 1895, p. 462; Ch. 
Clermont-Ganneau, RA 28, 1896, 340; id., ARP I 303f. (dr. from squeeze); Thomsen I no. 95; 
Abel, DACL 2361; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 205. - On the site, cf. Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem 
2001, 112* (e), 141f. (h) no. 345 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer; Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 303 (dr.). 


LDS 


989. Tomb of Ioanes 


Large slab with a very rough and worn surface, probably the door of a tomb. The 
three-line Greek inscription, surmounted by a cross, is hewn on the bottom half of 
the slab. It cannot be excluded that an earlier inscription was engraved on the up- 
per half and was hammered away in order to reuse the stone. There is another cross 
at the beginning of 1.2. Lunate sigma and w-shaped omega. 

Meas.: h 102, w 56, d 12 cm; letters 5.5-7 cm. 


Findspot: Unknown, but most likely from the cemetery surrounding the modern 
Church of St. Mary Magdalene. 
Pres. loc.: Church of St. Mary Magdalene, Jerusalem. Autopsy: 11 August 2009. 
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(cross) 


OHKH 
(cross) IOANHZX 
EKBIOYBYPX 


App. crit.: 1.2 IOANHX all eds.; 1.3 BPc 
Clermont-Ganneau, BPX Germer-Durand, 
Bp... Thomsen. All eds. interpreted 1.3: 
“who relinquished life (?) ...". 


Oxy | Iwavng | ¿x Biou Qupo(écc) 


Tomb of Ioanes, in earthly life a tanner. 


Comm.: Germer-Durand suggested 
that the last letters of 1.3 might be the 
abbreviation of some verb, which to- 
gether with ¿x Qíou would indicate 
removal from life, but no fitting verb 
which could be so abbreviated comes 
to mind. Moreover, the phrase “Tomb 
of Ioanes who died” would make no 
sense without the addition of a date 
or an expression like “in peace”, “in 
Christ”, or something of this kind. 
There can be seen an upsilon between 
beta and rho, and the four letters can 
easily be interpreted as an abbreviation of Bupcetc (Bupaéwe in the genitive, though 
the name of the deceased is mistakenly given in the nominative). As the writer was 
obviously unable to express himself properly in Greek, ¿x Biou may be viewed as a 
clumsy way to refer to the man's past life. Thomsen dated this epitaph to the 5 c. 





fig. 989 


Bibl.: Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, AMSL 11, 1885, 246 no. 134 (ed. pr.). - J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 
1892, 581f. no. 42; Thomsen I no. 184; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 361 no. 5. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 
LDS 


990. Architectural element of a tomb 


Very worn lintel, with a three-line Greek inscription roughly engraved. The script 
is flanked by two crosses; the cross on the left appears to be enclosed in a circle or 
in a triangle, resembling the handle of a tabula ansata, but there is no trace of a 
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rectangular frame surrounding the inscription. On the bottom of the lintel, three 
sockets for hinges of a double door. Lunate sigma and w-shaped omega. 
Meas.: h 18, w 82, d 31 cm; letters 3-4.5 cm. 


Findspot: Reused in the Jewish Quarter. 
Pres. loc.: Beth Shemesh, IAA inv. no. 2008-1528. Autopsy: 5 May 2010. 





fig. 990.1 


(cross) OHK[.]AIAPIOANNH 
IATP[--]X[--]N[.]EOH (cross) 
[--[EMA 


Ońx[n] dap (épovuca) Iwdvvy | iatp[B. ef vi] [AAO] v [1] by | [vat Tuhoa, £xet 
avablena 


Tomb belonging to Ioannes the physician. If anybody dares to bury another (body) a 
curse will be upon him. 


Comm.: The resto- 
ration of 1l.2-3 is 
suggested by the 
few letters at the 
end of the lines, as £ 
well as by two other fig. 990.2 
local examples of 

curses upon whoever damages a private tomb, or buries an alien corpse in it (nos. 986, 
997). For the formula, see for instance SEG 30, 1060, 1208; 37, 195, 1263. The lintel 
was brought to the Jewish Quarter from one of the necropoleis around Jerusalem. 





Bibl.: Unpublished. 
Photo: IAA. 
LDS 


991. Epitaph, late 5-early 6 c. 


Fragment of a slab of calcareous stone, very worn. Possibly the upper right-hand 
corner of a tombstone. At least four lines of script; of the last only the tips of the 
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letters are discernible. An additional line, totally erased, may have preceded the 
others. Letters of the round alphabet, lunate sigma. 
Meas.: h 38, w 50, d 7.5 cm; letters 6 cm. 


Findspot: Found reused in the pavement ofa little forecourt in front ofa large room 
used as a mosque by the villagers of Silwan (Clermont-Ganneau). 
Pres. loc.: Collection of the Russian Archimandrite (Clermont-Ganneau). 


je 
les] 
[--JTE®ANOE 
[--]E 
[--] 


App. crit.: [--| £v]Oa xard [xetai -- 
X]rétavo[--] *yov[uev--] Clermont-Ganneau. 


[ "Evy]6a xará|[xewrt(a)] Tove x(a) v|[tóc 
X]cédavoc |[--] yyos[uev--|--] 





Here lie Jonas and (his) son Stephanus 
.. hegumen. 


Comm.: The reading is very uncertain. A squeeze made by Clermont-Ganneau in 
1871 and sent to Paris shows a possible first line of script along the upper edge of 
the stone, and the diplomatic copy assumes some lost letters both on the left and on 
the right side of the stone. On the other hand, another squeeze made by Germer- 
Durand indicates lost letters only at the beginning of the four lines of script, and 
at least one additional line below. Text and translation are given here according to 
Germer-Durand's and Thomsen's reading. Thomsen dated the inscription to the 5 
c., but a date in the early 6 c. cannot be excluded. 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 567 no. 12 (ed. pr.). - Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, AMSL 11, 
1885, 209 no. 39; BE 1893, p. 289; Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 321 (dr.); Thomsen I no. 121; Abel, 
DACL 2363; Thomsen II no. 121; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 23f. - On Silwan, see D. Ussishkin, 
The Village of Silwan, 1993. 


Photo: Clermont-Ganneau, ARPI321. 


LDS 


992. Funerary inscription, 5-early 6 c. 


Slab of hard limestone; the surface of the stone is rough, as is the back. The three- 
line Greek inscription is deeply cut, with round letters; it opens with a cross. Un- 
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derneath, a large Latin cross is engraved, and flanking it on the right, near the edge 
of the slab, is a small palm branch. 
Meas.: h 103, w 73, d 20 cm; letters 3.5-6 cm. 


Findspot: The stone was uncovered west of the forecourt of the Church of the Tomb 
of the Virgin, on the Armenian property, reused in an upper flagstone pavement of 
the 12 c., lying on a Byzantine mosaic floor. 

Pres. loc.: Rockefeller Museum, Jerusalem, IAA inv. no. 1942-257. Autopsy: 5 March 2008. 


(cross) PHKHKAXI [[(cross)]] all 
OYKAI IN 
AAIOY [[(cross)]] 


App. crit.: Previous eds. place a cross A 
at the end of 1.3: AAIOY (cross). In ji 
fact, there are traces of small crosses 
obliterated with a hammer at the end 
of both 1.1 and 1.3. 


Ox» Kact|ou xai | Aótou 


Tomb of Casius and Adius. 


Comm.: The excavator dated the 
epitaph, as well as the lower pave- 
ment, to the 6 c. However, since 
the stone was in secondary use in 
the upper floor, there is no rea- 
son to consider it contemporary 
with the lower (Byzantine) mo- 
saic floor. The stone, probably fig. 992 
the door of a rock-cut tomb, must 

have originated in a necropolis, and may have been brought here at any time between 
the6 c. and the 12 c. The shape ofthe letters points to a date in the 5 c. or at the begin- 
ning of the 6 c. at the latest, rather earlier than Johns' estimation. Both of the names 
of the deceased are Semitic: see Wuthnow, Semitische Menschennamen 12, 63. 





Bibl.: C. Johns, QDAP 8, 1939, 129f. pl. 59,2-3 (ed. pr.). - Thomsen II no. 123A; S. Saller apud 
Corbo, Ricerche 80; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 257. 


Photo: IAA. 


LDS 
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993. Tombstone, 5-6 c. 


Fragment of sandstone slab with a three-line Greek inscription, blank margin on 
top, 9-10 cm wide. Oval letters; omicron-upsilon in ligature in 11.2 and 3. 
Meas.: h 37, w 47, d 9 cm; letters 6-8 cm. 


Findspot: Found in the excavations of the house of H. Clark, USA Vice-Consul, 
north of Mamilla St. and east of the Mamilla Pool and the Muslim cemetery in the 
Independence Garden (see Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 122*(e), 157(h) nos. 


383, 385). 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem, inv. no. 1453. Autopsy: 7 May 2008. 


(cross) OHKHAHAQGY[--] 
KAEONTHOY[--] 
TOY@OYTI--] 


App. crit.: 1.2 Ojxy ðnagp(épovoa) | 
‘Apovtyou [uto0? | tot Ooum[? --] 
Macalister ; Apovt(i)ou [dovAov?] | coU 
8(e)o8 Thomsen; Apovt(t)ou [SovAov] | 
tod A(e)ob II Milik; [A]povtyou [--]? 
'TOYGOYTI[--] Bieberstein - Bloed- 
horn. 


Oyxy dnadlep(ovea)) | 
KAgovtyjov [dovAou] | tot O(e)ob 
m[pec Q(urépov)?] 





fig. 993 


Tomb belonging to Cleontius, servant of God, priest(?). 
Comm.: Thomsen dates the stone to the 6 c., buta date in the 5 c. cannot be excluded. 


Bibl.: R. Macalister, PEQ 34, 1902, 243f. (dr.) (ed. pr.). - L. Vincent, RB 11, 1902, 637; Thomsen I 
no. 102; J. Milik, MUSJ 37, 1960/61, 183 n. 2; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 41. - Cf. E. Assaf - Y. Bil- 
lig, ESI 19, 1999, 63 fig. 122; Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 124*(e), 159(h) no. 391; Küchler, 
Jerusalem 1020-3. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 
LDS 


994. Slab with funerary inscription of Cosmia and Zoneine (?) 
Stone (marble according to Thomsen) slab, very worn; no details given. Almost il- 
legible according to Germer-Durand. Lunate sigma. 


Findspot: Near the modern Angelismos Chapel, in the Viri Galilaei compound (see 
introduction to nos. 828-830). 
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Pres. loc.: Kept in the convent at Viri Galilaei according to the former editors. 


(cros) OHKHKO 
[--JAEK 
Z[.-]H 





App. crit.: 95x Ko|[--]ac x(at) | Z[--] Germer-Durand; Oyxy Ko|[out?]as x|[-- &c?]» [--] Thom- 
sen; 95x, Kó|[u]ac xla] Z[--]H Bieberstein - Bloedhorn. 


Oyxy Ko|[cut]ac x(at) | Zlovetv]w(c) (9) 
Tomb of Cosmia and Zoneine(?). 
Comm.: Thomsen dated the tombstone to the 5 c. 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 575 no. 24 (ed. pr.). - Thomsen I no. 156; Abel, DACL 2368 
n. 4; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 315, 317 no. 3. 
LDS 


995. Funerary inscription, 5-6 c. 


White limestone slab, very weathered. No details are given. 
Meas.: h 46, w 32 cm. 


Findspot: Found in 1909 in Thónessen's excavations of the 12 c. church of St. Sav- 
iour at Gethsemane, in secondary use (see no. 999). 
Pres. loc.: Museum of St. Anne, Jerusalem (according to Bieberstein - Bloedhorn). 


[--]HKHAI[--]PIAK[--] 


App. crit.: [--] 1 xdtlota Ku]ptax[y --] Orfali, perhaps [’Evédde xeira] or [Exoruýðn] at the 
beginning? LDS. 


[O]ýxy dtlahé]p(oven) Iéx[xov --] or Tax[e ov --] (?) (DK) 
Here lies the most beloved Cyriaca ... (?) or Tomb belonging to Iacchus ... or Iacobus ... (2). 


Comm.: The name ‘Idxyo¢ is not known in the East, and 'Iáxofloc is rare among 
Christians. Possibly the supposed iota is in fact an abbreviation mark (shallow stig- 
ma?) and the name of the deceased began with AK (e.g. Axaxiw). Thomsen dates 
it to the 5-6 c. 


Bibl.: G. Orfali, Gethsémani, 1924, 6 (ed. pr.). - Thomsen II no. 123D; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 
3, 247. - On the site, see Corbo, Ricerche 59-74 (necropolis); L. Thónessen apud id., 81-91 (St. 
Saviour); see bibl. no. 1013. 

LDS/DK 
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996. Tombstone 


Three lines of Greek script engraved on a stone. In all likelihood the first line of 
text has disappeared. According to the existing drawings, the letters belong to the 
round alphabet and two abbreviations with stigma were used, a small one hanging 
from kappa for x(at) and a larger one for diah(epdvtwv). W-shaped omega. 


Findspot: Found in secondary use at the mouth of a cistern on the western slope of 
the Kidron Valley, on the right side of the road out of St. Stephen’s Gate, past the 
AEONTIOY | 


Tomb of the Virgin Mary, on the opposite side. 

| 
Kf TONAIA 
o (cross) i T C N A | i 
App. crit.: [--] TONYIOYT[--|--]JKTONAI[--], in 1.2 
[é]|x «àv [i]8t|ov Berggren, CIG. 


[Mvfjua or Oxy] | Acovtiou | x(al) tv 
dtalb(epovtwv) fig. 996 


[--] 





Tomb of Leontius and his household. 


Comm.: This tombstone probably comes from the same cemetery to which nos. 
899-901 belonged, all found on the western slope of the Kidron Valley, outside St. 
Stephen’s Gate. 


Bibl.: Scholz, Reise 180 (ed. pr.). - Berggren, Reisen 48; Krafft, Topographie 203 no. 4 (dr.); T. To- 
bler, Die Siloahquelle und der Olberg, 1852, 152; id., Topographie II 83; de Vogüé, Temple 135 pl. 
XXXVIL6 (dr.); CIG 4, 8893; Warren - Conder, SWP Jerusalem 425 no. 16 (dr.); J. Germer-Du- 
rand, RB 1, 1892, 565f. no. 8; Thomsen I no. 124; Abel, DACL 2365; J. Milik, MUSJ 37, 1960/61, 
171; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 227f. 


Photo: de Vogüé, Temple pl. XXXVII, 6 (dr.). 
LDS 


997. Funerary inscription, 6-7 c. 


Stone slab broken at the bottom left corner. The inscription is intact. The surface of the 
stone is not smooth. The letters belong to the round alphabet and show signs of a late 
date: drop-shaped omicron and theta (in 1.4). Diphthong OY ligatured. Lunate sigma. 
Meas.: h 95, w 63, d 7-8 cm; letters 6 cm. 


Findspot: Found northeast of the Tomb of the Virgin at Gethsemane, among rock- 
cut tombs. 
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Pres. loc.: Museum of the Greek Patriarchate, Jerusalem. 


(cross) OBIKIAIADE 
POYXZAMAPIAN 
KAITOYZAYTIX 
(cros) ANAOEMA 
'TOYXKAEIITON 
'"TAZTOIIAA 
KINTOYTO (cross) 


App. crit.: 1.7 KION Saller. 


Oba à dé|povca Mapía | 
\ AJ 5 ^ > , 
xai touc avtic. | 'AváOsga | 
* , $ » 
TOUS xAémtov|rac TO nA a pea(o)v 
TOUTO 


Tomb belonging to Maria and her 
household. A curse on those who 
steal this plaque. 


Comm.: The slab was used to 
block the entrance of a family 
vault. Curses on tombs mainly 
pertain to the prohibition of 
opening the sepulchre to bury 
unauthorized persons in it. An 
opposite case is attested in the monastery of Kyra Maria at Beth She’an, where the 
åvåðeua is addressed to whoever would hinder the founder of the place to be buried 
or to bury members of her family in the tomb reserved for her in the church. The 
curse is also addressed to whoever removes the inscription (SEG 8, 39, ca. 567). Im- 
precations against removal or destruction of tombstones are common in the Roman 
world (see Robert; Strubbe), less so in Christian epitaphs, but see Petzl, Emmanouili- 
dis. Violation of sepulchres by tomb robbers was well known in late antiquity: see, for 
instance, Jo. Moschus, Pratum 77-78, PG 87, 2932f. Theft of the blocking stone (for 
use in another vault?) would leave the vault exposed to tomb robbers and to wrongful 
burial; therefore the formula, though without parallel in Palestine of late antiquity, 
can be considered equivalent to the usual curse against tomb violation. 





fig. 997 


Bibl.: S. Saller, SBF 19, 1969, 367f. (ed. pr.). - V. Tzaferis, Museum of the Greek Orthodox Pa- 
triarchate in Jerusalem, 1985, 18 (transl. only); Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 262f. - Cf. L. Robert, 
CRAI 1978, 241-69; G. Petzl, Epigraphica Anatolica 10, 1987, 117-29; N. Emmanouilidis, Tó 
dixato tis Tapis oto Butávrto, 1989, 299-333, 509-31; J. Strubbe, in: C. Faraone - D. Obbink eds., 
Magika Hiera, 1991, 33-50. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 
LDS 
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998. Funerary inscription in tertiary use 


Three-line Greek inscription engraved on a block of sandstone built into the bot- 
tom layer ofa pier. In the secondary use, in the cloister of St. Mary Minor, the block 
was still whole, as indicated by the copies drawn by Conder in 1874, and by Schick 
and Germer-Durand in or before 1891/92, while in Dalman’s edition, who saw the 
stone in tertiary use in the hospice, a narrow strip along its left-hand edge is miss- 
ing; and so it appears today, with only the right arm and the “horns” of the stem of 
the cross still visible, while half of the first letter in 1.2 and the first and part of the 
second letter in 1.3 are lost. Oval Byzantine alphabet with lunate sigma; abbrevia- 
tion marked with horizontal stroke and stigma at the end of 1.3. The letters, large 
and well-spaced in the first two lines and at the beginning of the third, become 
smaller and crowded in the second half of the same. 

Meas.: h 48, w 83 cm; letters 11 cm. 


Findspot: St. Mary Minor, in the Muristan. Part of the Muristan was granted to the 
Prussians by the sultan in 1869. At that time the ruins of the Crusader church of St. 
Maria Latina Minor (not Maior as in the earliest publications) and the cloister at- 
tached to its southern side were still visible. They were described by de Vogüé (Les 
églises de la Terre Sainte, 1860, 246-65), surveyed by Schick (PEQ 4, 1872, 100 with 
plan) and visited by Conder and Kitchener (C. Conder, PEQ 7, 1875, 77-81). Schick 
excavated the area and wrote a detailed paper accompanied by a plan of the entire 
Muristan (PEQ 34, 1902, 42-56). In 1893-98 the Lutheran community erected the 
Church of the Redeemer over the ruins of the church and the cloister, and later a hos- 
pice, reusing stones from the ruins. In 1903 the hospice became the seat ofa Protestant 
school, which was taken over by the Evangelischer Verein für Jerusalem in 1913/14. 
The stone was reused in a 
pier at the southwestern 
corner of the cloister south 
of St. Mary Minor, on the 
eastern side of the pier. 

Pres. loc: Now in a niche of 
the staircase of the Protestant 


Propstei. Autopsy: 6 October 
2009 (W. Ameling/WE). 





(cross) OHKIAIA 
OQEPOYXZAM 
HNAYIIEPOIIPAIf 


App. crit.: 1.3 Conder in SWP reads YITEPOIIPOXS with sigma and stigma in ligature and offers 
no interpretation; YIIEPOILTS Schick, no interpretation; Germer-Durand shows YITEPOIIPOTS 
in drawing, YIIEPOTIPOY (with V-shaped upsilon) in diplomatic copy, and interprets ómr£p @ 
mp(ocevy ou, “for whom pray you!”. Gelzer reads YIIEPMETPOZ (?) =“Yrrep(Bepetatou) (voc) 


» &« 


&c(ovc) pot”, "In the month Hyperberetaeus of year 177”, of which era he does not say. Clermont- 


fig. 998.1 
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Ganneau accepted Gelzer’s reading apart from the mu, which he interpreted as a cursive beta, hence 
reading YrepB(epetaiou) £x(cuc); again, no era is suggested. Dalman reads YIIEPOIIPOTS and 
translates “Menas, son of Hyperoprotos”. Based on the same diplomatic copy, Briinnow, Thomsen, 
Abel and Bieberstein - Bloedhorn read ntp @ mpo(cevxe)t(¢), forgetting that mpocetyouat is middle 
voice only. Once cleaned, the stone clearly shows the reading in the diplomatic copy given above. 


(cross) pa dia|epovca M|jva, Urepwrpar(nocitw) 


Tomb belonging to Menas, chamberlain of the Upper Room. 
Comm.: The stone, reused for the first(?) LIB 
time in the Crusader church, must have Tonk © 


come from one of the cemeteries around 

the Byzantine city. All the past read- KIA Á © IM 
ings were voided once the cleaned stone FI Ò ETY 

showed the lettering YITEPOIIPAIf. (CP UO RS eur 


This seems to be a composite word con- 
sisting of two elements: mpaimdattos, Lat- 
in praepositus, the head person in charge of an office, and ómepGov, “upper room” or 
“upper storey” (for a similarly composite word, cf. óppeompawmoctria in an inscrip- 
tion from Megara dated 401/02: IG VII, 24). “Yrepdov is the term used in Acts of the 
Apostles for the room where the apostles met after the resurrection (Acts 1,13), later 
identified by Christian authors with the àv&yatov, another term for “upper room” 
used in the Gospels for the place of the Last Supper, namely the Coenaculum (Mk 
14,15; Lk 22,12, and see for instance Epiphanius, Haer. 30,22, GCS 25, 362; Alexander 
Salaminus, Laudatio in apostolum Barnabam, AASS Iunii IL, 1867, 434). Can Menas 
have been a cleric in charge of that part of the Holy Sion where the Coenaculum was 
located? Another possible explanation can be suggested, based on the fact that the 
upper room ofa house was traditionally the place where receptions were held (see for 
instance Jo. Moschus, ed. Mioni, ch. 2, OCP 17, 1951, 82f.; tr. J. Wortley, The Spiritual 
Meadow, 1992, ch. 233, 216f.), and some Byzantine sources refer to the apartment in 
a bishop's or a metropolitan's palace where the prelate had his reception hall as the 
bmepdov (Nicetas Stethatus, Vita Simeonis Novi Theologici 75, ed. I. Hausherr 1928; 
Theorianus Magister, Disputatio cum Armeniorum Catholico, PG 133, 149, 165). If 
this isthe meaning ofthe term here, Menas was a chamberlain of the episcopal palace 
of Jerusalem, the man who regulated access to the patriarch. — Note that this inscrip- 
tion is mistakenly mentioned a second time by Conder as coming from Beit Itab in 
southern Judaea (Conder - Kitchener, SWP 3 Judaea 137 dr.) 


fig. 998.2 


Bibl.: C. Conder, PEQ 7, 1875, 79 (ed. pr.). - Warren - Conder, SWP Jerusalem 426 no. 23 (dr.); 
Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, AMSL 11, 1885, 205 no. 24; C. Conder, PEQ 24, 1892, 334; J. Germer- 
Durand, RB 1, 1892, 582 no. 43 (dr. from squeeze); C. Schick, PEQ 24, 1892, 187 (dr); H. Gelzer, 
ZDPV 17, 1894, 183f. (dr.); Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, EAO 1, 1895, 144 no. 7; H. Gelzer, ZDPV 18, 
1895, 237; G. Dalman, ZDPV 36, 1913, 265 no. 32; R. Brünnow, ZDPV 37, 1914, 152; Thomsen I 
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no. 88; Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 4, 921 (mention only); Abel, DACL 2361; Bieberstein 
- Bloedhorn 2, 266f. - On the history of the site, cf. H. Zuta - L. Sukenik, Our Country. Guide to 
Eretz-Israel and the Neighboring Countries, I: Jerusalem and its Environs, 1920, 109-12 (Hebr.); 
Y. Ben-Arieh, Jerusalem in the Nineteenth Century I, 1984, 225f., 234-8; Küchler, Jerusalem 
485-90. 


Photo: WE; J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 582. 
LDS 


999. Funerary inscription, 5-early 6 c. 


Hard limestone slab with inscription in fine 
round characters of varying height. The end is 
marked by a large stigma. Two crosses flank 
the first line and a larger cross is engraved un- 
der the last line. Lunate sigma. 

Meas.: h 86, w 59, d 20 cm; letters 6-8 cm. 


Findspot: Found in 1909 in the excavations of 
the 12 c. church of St. Saviour at Gethsemane. 
It was discovered in secondary use among 
the mosaics of the southwestern corner of the 
church (Thónessen apud Corbo 89). 


Pres. loc.: SBF Museum, Jerusalem. 


(cross) TILAY (cross) 
AOY 

KEGOEOAO fig. 999.1 
XIAXf 


(cross) 





TlavlAou | xé Geo8o|cíac 


(Tomb) of Paulus and Theodosia. 





fig. 999.2 
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Comm.: The inscription may have marked the entrance of a family tomb in which 
a husband and wife were buried. Thomsen dates it to the 6 c. A date in the 5 c. or 
early 6 c. is consistent with the form of the letters. The meaning of the stigma is 
unclear. It is not an abbreviation mark. Perhaps it was used to mark the end of the 
inscription, but the possibility cannot be excluded that it was meant for the figure 
6, which symbolized the name IHXOY~. 


Bibl.: G. Orfali, Gethsémani, 1924, 6 fig. 4 (dr.) (ed. pr.). - Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 4, 
1012; Abel, DACL 2365; Thomsen II no. 123E; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 247. - On the site, cf. 
Corbo, Ricerche 81-91; see bibl. no. 1013. 


Photo: G. Nalbandian; G. Orfali, Gethsémani, 1924, 6 fig. 4. 
LDS 


1000. Funerary inscription of bishop Samuel, late 5-early 6 c. 


Slab of limestone, broken, but all four edges are preserved, fully or in part. Sincea 
cross within a circle in the upper border is far left ofthe axis, there was probably an- 
other cross at the corresponding spot on the right, where the whole upper corner of 
the slab is lost. The inscription is set in four lines. Two different kinds of omicron are 
used: one small round and slightly floating above the line, the other almond-shaped. 
Sigma and epsilon also have two different shapes, one round, the other narrow, with 
the upper curve almost reduced to a right angle. Mu and nu have low middle bars. 
Two abbreviations with small stigma occur in ll.1 and 3. W-shaped omega. 

Meas.: h 83.5, w 104, d 8-10 cm; letters 7-8 cm. 


Findspot: In the debris of a structure of uncertain purpose, at the northern edge of 


the excavated area, in the sports grounds of the YMCA. 
Pres. loc.: Rockefeller Museum, Jerusalem, IAA inv. no. 1934-879. Autopsy: 5 March 2008. 


(cross) [(cross)?] 
[.JNHMAAIAOfPXAM[--] 
[.]IIIZKOIHOYIBEPO[--] 
KfTHEMONHZAYTOYOHT[J] 
PAXANENTOIIYPIOAAA 


[M]vijua Quad «é»p(ov) 
Xayu[ov*] | [£]roxómov 
"Igépep[v] | x(a) ts uovfic 
avtot ô ny[d]|pacay év TH 
mbpy@ Aa(out)d 





fig. 1000 
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Tomb belonging to Samuel, bishop of the Iberians, and to his monastery, which they 
bought in (the area of) David’s Tower. 


Comm.: The slab was not discovered in situ, but it was in close proximity to a 
cemetery of rock-cut graves arranged regularly along two sides of a rectangle 
and dated by the excavators to the 5-7 c., based on the finds. Their regular ar- 
rangement indicates that they belonged to some institution, probably a monas- 
tery. Therefore, it seems possible to connect the inscription to this structure. The 
shape of the letters indicates a date in the second half of the 5 c. or in the first half 
of the 6 c. (the latter is the date assigned by Iliffe and accepted by Thomsen). From 
the text it is not clear if the Iberians bought the tomb or the monastery. Gram- 
matically, the neuter relative pronoun should refer back to uvfjua but, in this case, 
0 nyopacav must be considered a parenthetic addition, after which the sentence 
goes on to refer to the monastery. A better solution seems to be that whoever dic- 
tated the inscription made a mistake in the gender ofthe pronoun, and we should 
correct Hv Hyopacay, referring to Samuel's monastery in David's Tower. Another, 
not unlikely, possibility is that the letters OI were left out by mistake (either by 
the stone cutter or by whoever dictated the text) before àv «à mUpyw Aa(out)d, in 
which case we should translate: "Tomb belonging to Samuel, bishop of the Iberi- 
ans, and to his monastery, which (tomb) those in David's Tower (sc., the monks 
of the monastery of the Iberians) bought." The monastery of the Iberians near 
David's Tower is certainly the one founded by Peter the Iberian in this part of 
the city - the area of today's Citadel and south of it towards Mt. Zion - between 
his arrival in Jerusalem in 437 or 438 (Davos) and his transfer to Gaza, in 445 
at the latest (Vita Petri Iberi 64-65, tr. Horn and Phenix 92-7), and restored by 
Justinian (Proc. Caes., Aed. 5,9,6). After Peter left Jerusalem, the direction of his 
monastery must have passed into the hands of others. However, Samuel, who 
refers to the monastery as “his own", was not the abbot, but is called “bishop 
of the Iberians". There is no need to identify him with one of the Katholikoi of 
Georgia named Samuel - two instances of this name are attested in the first half 
of the 6 c., three others between 604 and 610 (see Tamarati 408ff.; Dictionnaire 
de Théologie Catholique 6,1, 1947, 1270f.). Possibly a Georgian bishop settled in 
the monastery, and purchased the tomb for himself and for the monastery of 
which he was a resident; or the Georgian community in Jerusalem, which had its 
centre in the monastery at David's Tower, had a bishop of its own. The Georgians 
adopted the Chalcedonian creed, but Peter, the founder of the monastery, was a 
prominent Monophysite, and we do not know what stand his monastery took in 
the struggle between Chalcedonians and Antichalcedonians in 5 c. Jerusalem. 
The Iberian monks may well have stood with those monks who did not associate 
with the archbishop of Jerusalem until the Second Union (in the year 479, see 
Perrone 127-39). In that period they might have elected as bishop a monk of the 
monastery, in order to ensure the continuation of their clergy without their ac- 
cepting ordination from the archbishop of Jerusalem. 
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Bibl.: J. Iliffe, QDAP 4, 1934, 78ff. pl. 48,3 (ph.) (ed. pr.). - BE 1936, 353; SEG 8, 205; G. Peradze, 
Georgica 4-5, 1937, 183f.; Thomsen II no. 102A; J. Milik, MUSJ 37, 1960/61, 188 n. 1; Bieberstein 
- Bloedhorn 2, 36f.; B. Isaac, in: Tsafrir - Safrai, History 387 (Hebr.); Y. Israeli - D. Mevorah eds., 
Cradle of Christianity, 2000, 173; Küchler, Jerusalem 1037f. - Cf. P. Tamarati, L'église géorgi- 
enne, 1910; P. Davos, Analecta Bollandiana 86, 1968, 337-50; L. Perrone, La chiesa di Palestina 
ele controversie cristologiche, 1980. - On the site, cf. Iliffe 70ff.; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 36f.; 
Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 127*f.(e), 166(h) no. 400. On the Iberians in Jerusalem and 
their monasteries, cf. G. Peradze, Foreign Pilgrims on Georgian Monks and Monasteries in 
Palestine, 1995; Y. Tsafrir - L. Di Segni, in: Tsafrir - Safrai, History 274f. (Hebr.). 


Photo: IAA. 
LDS 


1001. Epitaph of Rabbi Samuel with Greek and Hebrew 
inscriptions on marble plaque, 3-6 c. CE 


Pentagonal slab of white marble with five lines of engraved Greek and one line of 
engraved Jewish script. The front side was originally smoothed, but is now very 
worn, patina peeling off, right side of the text is completely effaced. The Greek let- 
ters are inscribed in a noteworthy cursive style, as in the mu and chi, and the highly 
stylized chi and w-shaped omega; lunate sigma. The Greek text seems to have been 
ruled, whereas the Hebrew is freehand. 

Meas.: h 26.5, w 26, d 4 cm; letters 1.5-2 cm. 

Pres. loc.: Museum of the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate, Jerusalem, inv. no. 839. Autopsy: 3 
March 2011. 


PABBIXZAMOY«A[--?] 
APXHXYNI--] 
PYEIOXAO[--] 
AOZAXIAX/EI--] 
OPKOX/E[--] 

Tav n5|--] 


App. crit.: 11.1-3 Pagi 
Xayov[7] | &pxxce[vuv&ycyoc | 
®]pvytos Ao[padevs] Abel 

et al.; 1.4 8ó£a c (o) aliwvos] 
Abel, Thomsen, Bieberstein 

- Bloedhorn; 11.4-5 8o£ác(c) 
alvtov xab] ópxovu[c mavtas] 
W. H. Buckler (SEG); 9ó£aci 
a[vtov] OPKOY[--] Ameling; 
1.5 OPKOY Abel et omnes; 1.6 
qaawn [pow] Thomsen; 
qaawn [Dbw] Bieberstein - 
Bloedhorn, Ameling. 








fig. 1001.1 
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‘Pai Xauov/jA[oc] | &pxncvv[&ycyos --]|PYEIOXAO[--]] AOZAXIAX/E[--]] 
OPKO/E[--]| Jaawn »[v n bv] 


Translit.: [Slwm ']l myskbk 


Rabbi Samuel, archisynagogos ... honor ... oath. Peace on your resting place. 


Comm.: The provenance and history of 
this stone are not known, letter forms 
can date it no more narrowly than PAB Bl CAJAQY 
3-6 c. CE. The rabbi was not neces- 
sarily buried in Jerusalem (Thomsen APX HC 


thought the stone came from Jaffa; PYT IOCAO 
Beth She‘arim cannot be ruled out), AO2AC | À 


but there is no reason to reject Jerusa- 
lem entirely, contra SEG. While the last Ge) P K 0 Y 
line in Hebrew dispels all doubt that 

the inscription is an epitaph, the stone J IW ar b 
is badly abraded, and the interpreta- 
tion of only the first two lines, contain- fig. 1001.2 
ing the name of the deceased and his 

title, is certain. Rabbi was a title with a wide semantic range and varied social 
implications, especially in the Diaspora, although it always signified teacher and 
implied accomplished learning; see Cohen, Miller, Hezser. Samuel was a com- 
monly used name of the time; if there were letters after the barely perceptible 
lambda, they would have been the nominative ending -oc, see Ilan, Lexicon III 
161-5. The title archisynagogos also had varied significance, see Rajak-Noy; the 
exchange of iota with eta is common in the period; the form apynouvaywyos ap- 
pears in Noy, JIWE I nos. 70, 186. This Samuel is the only known archisynagogos 
who was also a rabbi (cf. Cohen). 

All editors and commentators since Abel in the ed. pr. have interpreted 11.2-3 
as [P]pvytoc, indicating that the rabbi came from Phrygia. But fresh inspection 
of the stone clearly reveals the letter string PYEIOX in 1.3; the guideline above 
the letters was misinterpreted as part of a gamma. The decipherable letters do 
not offer an obvious interpretation. They still could represent an ethnic ending 
in -puetoc. Alternatively, they could indicate a personal name ending in rho (of 
which there are many possibilities, e.g. Nicanor), followed by velog = vióc and 
another name beginning AO- in the genitive. This full name could be that of the 
person who arranged the grave and set up the stone, a possibility strengthened by 
the direct address to the deceased in the last Hebrew line. 11.4-5 are equally per- 
plexing, even if quite a few letters can be read in each one. One possibility, admit- 
tedly not entirely satisfactory, is doZdo{t}as [aùtòv?]. i.e., an aorist participle with 
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a superfluous iota based on the verb 3o£átetv. This is speculative, but is based 
on the letters which can be seen, the honor due an archisynagogos, and lack of 
expectation of classical forms in an inscription of this type and date. Naturally 
those letters could also be parsed 3ó£act c/£[--], i.e., dative of 8ó£a followed by 
another word, probably a verb, or dofactas, genitive of do&acta, a relatively rare 
word. Finally, the five letters of the final line, while fairly certain (actually, doubt 
attends only the last letter, which could be an epsilon or sigma; the standard read- 
ing until now, QPKOY, is ruled out by new examination of the stone), are simi- 
larly difficult to understand. They could possibly be rendered dpxw é[notyce’], 
ie. someone made the epitaph by/through an oath, dpxw representing dative 
dpxw. But while it seems that some form of 6pxoc is intended, to what could it 
refer? A man vowing to another to set up his epitaph is not to be expected, and 
the expression for fulfilling a vow is usually eü£&pevoc, used in non-funerary 
contexts; note ópxoc and 6pxiGw used in ossuaries from Jerusalem, see vol. I 385 
and 507, referring to an oath that the ossuary not be violated or misused, hard to 
construe here; uncertainty prevails. 

1.6: The word à2wn usually means “resting-place”, as in Noy, JIWE I 75, 87, 111; 
cf. CHP I 39; Avigad, Beth She'arim III 5, 6; but it can also mean “rest”, as (possibly) 
in Avigad, Beth She'arim III 16 mbwa (133)un, which is parallel to the widespread 
formula (not exclusively Jewish) £v elpyvy | xoiunots cov/avdtov. The present text 
is the only example of the Hebrew formula in which the deceased is addressed 
directly. 


Bibl.: F.-M. Abel, RB 34, 1925, 577f. no. 2 (dr.) (ed. pr.). - SEG 8, 204; Thomsen II no. 185A; CIJ 
2, 1414; S. Safrai, Zion 22, 1957, 183-93 at 192 (Hebr); Z. Vilnay, Beth Mikra 15, 1969/70, 115-24 
at 116; T. Rajak, Scripta Hierosolymitana 23, 1972, 62-78 at 76f.; R. Horsley, New Documents Il- 
lustrating Early Christianity 1, 1981, 217; S. Cohen, JOR 72, 1981/82, 1-17; H. Bloedhorn, JSS 35, 
1990, 68; T. Rajak - D. Noy, JRS 83, 1993, 75-93 at 90 no. 16; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 360 no. 3; 
C. Hezser, The Social Structure of the Rabbinic Movement in Roman Palestine, 1997, 119-23; J. 
Park, Conceptions of Afterlife in Jewish Inscriptions, 2000, 103£; T. Rajak, The Jewish Dialogue 
with Greece and Rome, 2001, 393-429; Ameling, IJO II no. 184; S. Miller, JOR 94, 2004, 27-76; 
SEG 54, 1667,3. 


Photo: B. Zissu; F.-M. Abel, RB 34, 1925, 577 fig. 1 (dr.). 


JJP/AY 


1002. Funerary inscription of [--]erianus 


Stone slab, broken on the left side and at the bottom. 


Findspot: Found around 18 m north of the church of Viri Galilaei, not in situ. Ac- 
cording to Jennings it could have been “moved in ancient times from the known 
necropolis inside the SE corner of the Viri Galilei enclosure". 
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(cross) 

OHKH 

[--]HPIANOY 

[s] 

App. crit.: [OvaA]nptavot Jennings, 
Bieberstein - Bloedhorn. 


Q5 | [Zeov]npgiavo |[--] 


Tomb of Severianus ... 





Comm.: The plaque “once sealed fig. 1002 
a Byzantine burial vault" (Jen- 

nings). The name Valerianus is not probable; it would have been spelled [O90] egtavo0. 
According to the first editor dated to the 6 c. AD. 


Bibl.: J. Jennings, ADAJ 14, 1969, 11ff. (ed. pr.). - Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 314. 


Photo: J. Jennings, ADAJ 14, 1969 pl. 20 no. 1. 
WE 


1003. Funerary inscription, 5 c. 


Irregular fragment of calcareous stone, the back is rough. The Greek inscription is 
carefully carved in round letters. Clermont-Ganneau (AMSL 11) lists the squeeze 
among those sent to Paris in 1882. Lunate sigma and w-shaped omega. 

Meas.: h 28, w 25, d 6 cm. 


Findspot: The findspot is uncertain: 
either in secondary use north of the 
Damascus Gate (Clermont-Ganneau, 
Warren - Conder) or in the caves at Sil- 
wan (Germer-Durand, Abel). 

Pres. loc.: Collection of the Russian Archi- 


mandrite (Germer-Durand, Clermont-Gan- 
neau ARP, Thomsen, Abel). 


[--IZIMO[--] 
[--INAYTI[--] 
[--]PEPON|--] 





fig. 1003 


[Mvfjua] Xp. [voc | xal td]v aoc[o0 | dtalepdv[twy] 
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Tomb of Simon and his household. 


Comm.: From the shape of the letters, the date assigned by Thomsen, 5 c., seems 
likely. The reading above was suggested by Germer-Durand. 


Bibl.: Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, PEQ 6, 1874. 102f. (ed. pr.). - Warren - Conder, SWP Jerusa- 
lem 427 no. 24; Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, AMSL 11, 1885, 209 no. 36 (mention only); J. Germer- 
Durand, RB 1, 1892, 567 no. 11; Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 254 (dr.); Thomsen I no. 120; Abel, 
DACL 2363; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 279, 3,360. - On the site, cf. Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 
2001, 104*(e), 133(h) no. 324; Kloner - Zissu, Necropolis 468-89. 


Photo: Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 254 (dr.). 
LDS 


1004. Funerary inscription for Sophia the deaconess 


Slab of hard limestone with a carefully engraved inscription, broken in five pieces 
and lacking the lower edge. The text opens with a cross; the letters belong to the 
oval alphabet. The ligature of OY appears once at the end of 1.2. The only abbrevia- 
tion sign, a stigma, is used once in 1.6; the numerals are not marked, except in 1.5. 
The spelling has several iotacisms. 

Meas.: h 80, w 88, d 8.5-10 cm; letters 5-5.5 cm. 


Findspot: The stone was discovered near the Tombs of the Prophets on the Mount 


of Olives, in secondary use. 
Pres. loc.: Museum of St. Anne, Jerusalem. Autopsy: 10 February 2000; 8 April 2008. 


(cross) ENOAAEKITAIHAOYAH 
KAINYMOHTOYXPIZTOY 
XOOIAHAIAKONOXHAEY 
TEPA®OIBHKOIMHOIZA 
ENIPHNHTHKATOYMAP 
TIOYMHNOXINA[IA 
[--JOITOKYPIOXOOEOX 
[--JEQNIIPES 

[--] 


App. crit.: 1.7 ort? Kóptos Clermont- 
Ganneau; [--]8ytw Koptoc Cré, 
Kaufmann; [£x] 0vc xóptoc Schwartz; 
[Et(ous)] Ort. ‘O Kuptos Alt; [Érouc --]? 
vr. Kuptog Thomsen I; [étoug --] 

ıt Küptoc Bagatti; [--] itw xvptos 
Guarducci, Horsley; [@t(ous)] [.]vc fig. 1004 
Kuptos Bieberstein - Bloedhorn; 1.8 
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[--]v mpeo[--] Clermont-Ganneau; [--]\otov mpec [--] Cré, Kaufmann; [--] ov mpeo[--] Schwartz, 
Alt; [--]owv? mpec[--] Thomsen I, Bagatti; [--]\owv mpeo[--] Guarducci, Horsley; [--]owv 
mpec |[Buvépov --] Bieberstein - Bloedhorn. 


"Evodde xiva 7) dovy | xal viudy Tot Xpie 00 | Xodía 7 didxovos ý dev|tépa Doi By 
xou ica | &v iphvy tH xæ tot Map|tiov ux vec ivòlixtiðvos) ta’. | [Aéy ]ovro Küptoc 6 
Ocòs | [tò nvetua ma]oÀv mpeo|[Butepdy --] 


Here rests the servant and bride of Christ, Sophia the deaconess, a second Phoebe, 
who fell asleep in peace on the 21st (day) of the month of March of the 11th indic- 
tion. May Lord God receive the soul of all the nuns ... 


Comm.: Alt interpreted the broken letters in 1.7 as a date, the year 319. This could 
only be reckoned by the era of Eleutheropolis, starting in autumn 199 or on the 
Ist of January 200. The date 21 March 518, falls in the 11th indiction. After the 
stone had been cleaned and restored, in January 2000, the first surviving letters 
in 1.7 could be read as ITO, preceded by the rounded tip of an oval letter, either 
theta or omicron. There is no reason, however, to force a date in the gap. The era of 
Eleutheropolis can hardly be expected in Jerusalem, and the circumstances of the 
discovery do not suggest that the stone was brought to Jerusalem to be sold in the 
antiquities market (cf. RB 16, 1907, 635). Therefore OITO is interpreted here as the 
ending of an optative whose subject is Küptoc 6 Ocóc. The phrase is a paraphrasis of 
Acts 7,59. For npscQucépa in the sense of an elder member of a female community, 
cf. Bas., Reg. brev. 110, PG 31, 1157. The epithet “bride of Christ” indicates that So- 
phia was a nun, and the title of deaconess shows that she held a position of author- 
ity: perhaps she was the abbess of a nunnery. For a deaconess as head of a commu- 
nity of nuns, see It. Eg. 23,3, CCSL 175, 66; Palladius, Hist. Laus. 70, ed. Butler 166. 
This hypothesis is strengthened by the restoration [ra]càv mpec[Burepóv] in 1.8, 
for the tomb of the superior of a monastery was often used also for his successors. 
The expression “a second Phoebe" refers to Phoebe, the deaconess from Cenchreae 
mentioned in Ep. Rom. 16,1f. 


Bibl.: Ch. Clermont- Ganneau, CRAI 1903, 641 (ed. pr.). - L. Cré, RB 13, 1904, 260ff. (ph.); Ch. Cler- 
mont-Ganneau, RAO 6, 1905, 144ff., 210£.; BE 1906, 52; E. Schwartz, Nachrichten der königlichen 
Gesellschaft der Wissenschaften zu Góttingen. Phil.-Hist. Klasse 4, 1906, 378f. no. 2; BE 1908, 207; 
Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 1-2, 389 pl. XLIH,4 (ph.); C. Kaufmann, Handbuch der altchrist- 
lichen Epigraphik, 1917, 292 fig. 189 (ph.); Alt, GIPT no. 17; Thomsen I no. 130; H. Leclercq, DACL 
4,1, 1920, 732£. fig. 3727 (dr.); Abel, DACL 2367 fig. 6195 (dr); H. Leclercq, DACL 13,1, 1937, 848f. 
fig. 9478 (dr.); Thomsen II no. 130; B. Bagatti, SBF 3, 1952/53, 137 no. 48; M. Guarducci, Epigrafia 
greca IV, 1978, 445 no. 3 fig. 132 (ph.); G. Horsley, New Documents Illustrating Early Christianity 
4, 1987, 239-44 no. 122; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 284; DGI 632-5 no. 217*; Y. Israeli - D. Mevorah 
eds., Cradle of Christianity, 2000, 113 (ph.); Küchler, Jerusalem 851 fig. 480 (dr.). 


Photo: Y. Israeli - D. Mevorah eds., Cradle of Christianity, 2000, 113. 
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1005. Epitaph, 6-7 c. 


Fragment of a slab of white marble (Clermont-Ganneau) or sandstone (Germer-Du- 
rand). The edge of the upper part is broken and irregular, while the left and right edges 
are straight. The beginning and end of each line are missing and thus it seems that the 
slab was cut for reuse. A round hole near the right lower corner pre-existed and inter- 
rupts 1.4. The back of the slab is rough and bears an isolated, large kappa. Clermont- 
Ganneau (AMSL 11) lists the squeezes of both sides among those sent to Paris in 1882. 
Lunate sigma and w-shaped omega, omicron-upsilon in ligature, stigma for xai. 
Meas.: h 40, w 62, d 6 cm. 


Findspot: Discovered in 1874, in the flagstone pavement of the courtyard of the 
Dome of the Rock. 


Pres. loc.: Collection of the Russian archimandrite Antoninus (Clermont- Ganneau). 


HPOYNIOYEN[--] 
INTAIOEOAQPO[--] 
AXTAXZIZYIOIfH[--] 
ZOAOMONTOTYIIPEXBYT[--] 
[--]J AX 

Back side: K 


[Pa 
[--] 
E] 
[--] 


App. crit.: 11.1-2 év [eipjvy 
xacáxs]wrat Thomsen. 





[--]À HPOYNIOY év[8dde 
xaá|xe] vrat Oeóðwpo [c xa | 
'Avy]acáci«o»c viol (xal) Ho [--|--] XoAoguóv tot npecQu[répov |--] AX 

Or 

[Korunbévtes &v eipryvy | vj (p) mewt]y “Vouvion ¿v [6ade | xatdxe]ivtat Oeddwpo[s | xal 
'Ay]aetáctco»c viol (xat) Hoe[v|xla yuv7] XoXouóv 100 mpecBultéepov | ts &y(iac) Né]ac 


fig. 1005 


Here lie Theodorus and Anastasius, sons(?) of Solomon the priest ... (?) or rather 
Having fallen asleep in peace on the first day of June, here lie Theodorus and Anas- 
tasius, sons, and Hesychia, wife of Solomon the priest of the Holy Nea. 


Comm.: The letter kappa on the back side, perhaps meaning “20”, may belong to 
the first use of the slab, serving to indicate its place in the revetment of a building, 
and the hole may have served to fix it to the wall. Later, the slab was reused as a 
tombstone and, in a third phase, the tombstone was cut down to adapt its size for 
a second reuse. Clermont-Ganneau provides a drawing made from a photograph 
taken at the moment of the discovery and compares it with a good squeeze. The 
reading suggested here follows a routine wording of a Byzantine epitaph, and the 
death of a wife and two sons on the same day is not an unlikely catastrophe. The 
stigma after viol requires the mention of another deceased in a near relationship 
to Solomon the priest; therefore, it is likely that the last words of the epitaph men- 
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tioned his wife and identified him by his title, “priest of the church”. The ending 
and the available space suggest that the church was that of Mary Mother of God, in 
common parlance, “The Holy Nea” (cf. SEG 8, 315). 

The initial pi of mpecButepot is shaped as a retrograde beta. This shape of pi 
is unknown, but a very similar mark is used in the 4-7 c. for a cursive beta: it is 
therefore possible that what we have here is a phonetic spelling, showing the change 
from P to B typical of Arabic speakers (Di Segni 367), which might point to a late 
date. 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 581 no. 41 (ed. pr). - Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 225f, 
Thomsen I no. 99; A. Mader, ZDPV 53, 1930, 219; Thomsen II no. 99. - Cf. Thompson, Palaeog- 
raphy 193f.; L. Di Segni, in: H. Cotton et al. eds., From Hellenism to Islam, 2009, 352-73. 


Photo: Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 225 (dr.). 
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1006. Funerary inscription of Theodosia, 14 September 592 


A slab of white marble bearing a carefully engraved inscription, the entire left-hand 
side of which is lost. A cross in the lower left corner of the stone in all likelihood 
marks the middle of the original slab and enables one to surmise that about half of 
the text is lost. The script is ornate: several letters have decorative apices, omicron 
and theta are drop-shaped, nu has a curvilinear and knotted bar, and iota is some- 
times double-dotted; lunate sigma and w-shaped omega. Abbreviations are marked 
with small stigmas, numerals and nomina sacra with a horizontal line. 

Meas.: h 60 cm, w 45 cm. 


Findspot: Embedded in an old pave- 
ment on the grounds of the Russian 
Convent behind the Church of the As- 
cension on the Mount of Olives. 

Pres. loc.: In Thomsen's time in the collection 
of the Russian archimandrite. 


AXOYXZAGEOAOXIA rh | 
AIIPEVAXAXOMA Bia IN 
AINOMENONTH BEI SSUSUI | aut 


[--] 

[--] 

[--] 

[-- T[KAMENHTON 
[--JENTIXOTQOQH 
[--JOBENAEEIZOYNON 
[--]MENHMONAXOIX 
[--IKONANOGOYXYXKH 
[--IIITEMBPf TAT NAS TABA 
[--] ASXYETOYSIA 

[=] 


(cross) 





fig. 1006.1 
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App. crit.: 1.1 [Evade xeivat AJayoðoa Germer-Durand (1908); ['Ey60a x(e)it (at) uov] àyovca 
Thomsen I; [-- teheutijs A]axotoa Abel; [-- A]ayotioca Meimaris. The restoration [ov] &yovca 

is now supported by a newly discovered epitaph, no. 984; 1.2 [-- wet or ÒJanpépaca ca 
Clermont-Ganneau; [xouBixovAapia àv] ampé aca Germer-Durand (1908) and Meimaris; 
[--JAHIPEVAZA céua Thomsen I; [xovBixovAapia 91] ampéyaca cua Abel; 1.4 [ive] yxauévy, 
all eds.; 1.5 [-- avadnpOlevet X (po) à Abel; [-- dav] évti X(gtc1)G Meimaris; 1.6 [mo] 0£vóe eic 

ob (pa)vóv Germer-Durand (1892); 1.7 [-- éveyxa]uévy, Germer-Durand (1892) and Meimaris; 

[-- ptAou] wevy Clermont-Ganneau; [-- dwpnoa] uévy Abel; 1.8 [--] KON àv0ooo «n»; KH Germer- 
Durand (1892); |o] xov ANGOYZYEXKH, perhaps 6(€) 08 cvox» [vós] Clermont-Ganneau; 
[--]xov av6ouc vox», Thomsen I; [oi ]xov àv0(poym)ouc cvaxy|[vous --] Abel; [--] KON àv0obcvuc 
KH Meimaris. KON &v0ouc box] [vou] for boxivou “scarlet flower", a hint to the imperial purple 
in whose shadow Theodosia had spent part of her life? DGI; 1.9-10 Ba|[atAetac -- dod] A (ov) 
X(pio10)0 Germer-Durand (1892); Ba|[o.Aevovtos -- 3o0]A(ov) X(ptcv0)0 Clermont-Ganneau; 
Bal[otA (elas) Mavpixtou 809]A (ov) X(pw0)0 Germer-Durand (1908) and Thomsen I; Ba|[atAetas 
Mavpixíou dov]A(ou) X (pioto) Abel and Meimaris; Ba|[otAcias Maupixiou di]A (o) (piovo)u 
Feissel and DGI. 


['Ev6d83e xettat 7) ov] &youca Oeodwaia |[-- ex] e mpéacoa cõua |[-- plawouevov 
ti |[-- mpoceve] yxagévy, Tov |[(?) Btov tõ ctavpwO]évtt X(pw1)G TH O(2)G Y|[uGv 
-- AvijA] Dev ðt eic oo (pa)vóv |[--]uevn uovayois |[--] IKON &v6ouc(?) YXKH|[-- unvos 
Le] wtTEUBp(tov) Ù ivd(ixtidvos) ta’ Bal[oreiag Mavpixiou piJA(o)x(plato)u tous ta’ 


[? Here lies the] nun Theodosia ... having been distinguished ... visible(?) body, 
having dedicated(?)[her life(?)] to Christ our God who was crucified ... went to 
heaven ... to monks. ... On the 14th of the month of September, indiction 11, in the 
11th year of the reign of Christ-loving [Mauricius]. 


Comm.: Though the name of the em- 
peror is missing, the inscription can be 
easily dated, for Mauricius was the only 
Byzantine ruler in the relevant period 
whose 11th regnal year fell in the 11th 
indiction. Judging by the elegance of the 
epitaph in both execution and style, the 
deceased must have been a lady of su- 
perior status. Probably she was a bene- 
factress of monks, and perhaps her- 
self a nun if we accept the restoration 
uov&xouca in L1 (for this term, cf. ps. 
Jo. IV CP, Serm., PG 88, 1952). She may 
have been responsible for some con- 
struction on the site, if she is identical fig. 1006.2 
with the gloriosissima Theodosia who is 

mentioned in a mosaic inscription of the same period, found in the same convent 
(see no. 836). 
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Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 572f. no. 18 (ed. pr.). - S. Dmitrievsky, Russkie reaskopki na El- 
eonskoi gore [Russian Excavations on Eleona Mount], 1885 (repr. 2006), 58f. (Russ.); Clermont-Gan- 
neau, ARP I 337-41 (dr); J. Germer-Durand, EO 11, 1908, 305f. no. II fig. 2; Thomsen I no. 139; Abel, 
DACL 2366f. fig. 6194 (dr.); E. Loukianoff, Bulletin de ‘Institute d'Egypte 13, 1931, 101 pl. VIIL2 
(ph.); A. Alt, PJB 30, 1934, 72; H. Leclercq, DACL 13,1 1937, 849f.; Thomsen II no. 139; Meimaris, 
Chron. Systems 380 no. 107; D. Feissel, Ktema 18, 1993, 186; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 333ff. no. 9; 
SEG 46, 2016; DGI 622ff. no. 212. - Cf. Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 138*(e), 177(h) no. 429. 


Photo: S. Dmitrievsky, Russkie reaskopki na Eleonskoi gore [Russian Excavations on Eleona 
Mount], 1885 (repr. 2006), 58; Abel, DACL 2367 fig. 6194 (dr.). 
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1007. Fragment of funerary inscription 


Upper left corner of a tombstone (door of tomb, judging by the profile); the left 
edge and a small part of the upper edge are intact; the bottom and right side are 
broken. Smoothed surface, rough back. Remains of 5 lines; letters are roughly 
engraved with a wide point, floating omicron and omega. A stigma hanging from 
kappa marks an abbreviation mark in 1. 4. 

Meas.: h 49, w 41, d 8 cm; letters 4-7 cm. 


Findspot: In secondary use in the area of the Dominicans' excavations in Bab ez- 
Zahara. 
Pres. loc.: Museum École Biblique, Jerusalem, inv. no. SE 14. Autopsy: 29 October 2009. 


(cross OH[--] 
ZYTI--] 
TOYO[--] 
K/TON[--] 
AN or ON 


App. crit.: [c -- cv]|CóyGv --] | tou 0 --| 
x(al) 1àv [véxvov] Germer-Durand, Abel; 
Ob dtahepovea?] | uy --| tot 0--| x(a) tov 
[téxvwv] Thomsen; Or[xy diadepovea --] | 
tuy --| tov O--| x(al) «Gv [iðiwv] or [réxvov] 
SEG; Zvy[ocvpá]vou Mouterde in SEG; 1.5 is 
missing in all former editions. 


Ox[xn --] | Cvylootatou] | tod 
O[eodwpov?] | x(at) t&v [dtabepdvet]|wv 





Tomb of ..., the public weigher, (son) of 
Theodorus(?) and his family. fig. 1007 


Comm.: Dated by Thomsen to the 5 c., on palaeographical grounds. 


C. Funerary inscriptions 393 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 578f. no. 31 (ed. pr.). - Thomsen I no. 172; Vincent - Abel, 
Jérusalem nouvelle 4, 802 pl. 80,4; Abel, DACL 2370; SEG 6, 189; Thomsen II no. 172; Bieberstein 
- Bloedhorn 2, 233, 236. - On the area, cf. Küchler, Jerusalem 968-78 figs. 553-63 (drs.). 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 
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1008. Funerary inscription 


Rectangular block of sandstone. The letters are rather irregular and worn; some 
have been hammered out. Square letters. 
Meas.: h 35, w 28 cm. 


Findspot: In secondary use on the jamb ofa little window in a house in Silwan, not 
far from the well called Bir el-Kenise. 


[--[NHM 
A[.JENEO 
NOXNEOY 
KETOYEN 
AYTONOX 
OKOMIOY 
AIAK++++4++ 


App. crit.: Schick, unreadable squeeze; 
1.7 missing apud Schick and Milik; 
AIAKIAHTO Warren - Conder; 
AIAKONIX Germer-Durand; AIAK[.] 
IAHTOY Clermont-Ganneau, ARP. 
[Mvfju|a’Evéw|vos Neot|xécov v | 
eG vooloxoutw | dtaxovic[ys], “Tomb 
of Eneon (feminine form of Eneas?), 
(daughter) of Neoiketis (Neoixetyg, 
perhaps a nickname?), deaconess in 
this hospital" Germer-Durand, fol- 
lowed by Leclercq, Meimaris; [u]vsju|a 
[?]evew|vog v£ov | x& Tod év | aùt& 
voc|oxou.tou | diax(dvou) [P] Antoi or 
die x(uptov) [P]iAntot “... the funer- 
ary monument of ?eneon the younger 
(?) and deacon ... of the hospital 

that is therein" or “... [a building] of the new [name of a monastery, or possibly a mistake for 
"EAcGvoc, the Eleona Church on Mount of Olives?] and of its hospital, (made) by Lord Phile- 
tos” Clermont-Ganneau; [-- u]vfju|a [xJevedvoc véou | x& Tod &v | aUTH vooloxomtou | dtax(dvou) 
®1Aytob, “Tomb of the new cave (?) and of the hospital of deacon Philetos (that is) therein” 
Abel; [-- ulviula [xJeved|voc veot|xétou év | adtG vo<o>oxoulw | diaxovia[ays]: “Tombstone of 
the newly-built sepulchre of ..., deaconess in this hospital” Thomsen; Mentzou-Meimaris cor- 





fig. 1008.1 
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Npr N 


dtaxtwjvou Milik, Robert. 
[M]vfju|a [Eleved|voc véou | xè 109 &v | «0v voc|oxoutou | ðaxıuévov(?) 
Tomb of the New Hospice and of the hospital located therein. 


Comm.: Mentzou-Meimaris' correction of the 


MNH M 
text invalidates the date in the 7 c. proposed by A A pes E N E UJ 





Thomsen and Milik; she suggests that the hos- 


pice belonged to the Nea Church, which would N p L NJ 


make a date in the mid-6 c. more likely. The 
square alphabet appears also in inscriptions of K E T 

the mid-6 c., though it is more common in the pD 
5 c. and in the late 6 and early 7 c. 


Bibl.: Warren - Conder, SWP Jerusalem 412, 427 no. 
28 (ed. pr). - C. Schick, PEQ 23, 1891, 13; J. Germer- [] K go Mm 

Durand, RB 1, 1892, 566f. no. 10; Clermont-Ganneau, 

ARP I 320; Thomsen I no. 119; Abel, DACL 2363; H. fig. 1008.2 
Leclercq, DACL 13, 1, 1937, 853; Thomsen II no. 119; 

J. Milik, MUSJ 37, 1960/61, 149; BE 1963, 286; K. Mentzou-Meimaris, Byzantina 11, 1982, 284f. 
(Greek); Meimaris, Sacred Names 178 no. 857; SEG 36, 1350; BE 1987, 522; Bieberstein - Bloed- 
horn 3, 213f. - On the site of Bir el-Kenise, see D. Ussishkin, The Village of Silwan, 1993, 210-4 
fig. 159, 358. 


Photo: Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 320 (ph. of squeeze); J. Milik, MUSJ 37, 1960/61 pl. III (dr.). 
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1009. Epitaph of a holy man (?) 


Irregular fragment of limestone slab, broken on all sides; smoothed surface, rough 
back. Remains of six lines of Greek script, very regular and beautifully engraved; 
oval letters. Two abbreviation marks: a small stigma hanging from a lost letter in 
1.1, and an apostrophe-like sign after the first preserved letter in 1.4. In 1.3, after the 
last preserved letter, an upright stroke and the remnant of a serif identify the next 
asa fau or an upsilon. Near the foot of this letter, the broken edge of the slab shows 
alittle cut, which, ifintentional, may represent an abbreviation mark. Lunate sigma 
and w-shaped omega. 

Meas.: h 43, w 64.5, d 8 cm; letters 5-5.5 cm. 


Findspot: Et-Tur, in the compound of el-Qa'da of the Sisters of Zion, today in the 
premises of the Seven Arches Hotel. 
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Pres. loc.: Rockefeller Museum, Jerusalem, IAA inv. no. 1941-1138. 


[.-/THAE[--] 
[--]JENTHOHKHT[--] 
[--J ATOYATIOYAY[--] 
[--]ZXOMATOZTOYBA[--] 
fes] 

Es] 


--]EANTOXTAXTITMA[--] 
--JYPIOY[--] 


[--]tde[--|--] &v TH 05x 
[:Aefa|v]a tot &ytou av(tod) 
[n(ax)|p(5)]c(?) cwuaTtos 

tot Balot|aloavtos ta 
otiyualta? | tod K]uptou , 
[nudy Ino) X(ptoc0)0] or fig. 1009 
tod waptluptou [--] 





... here (or: this, dat. fem.) ... in this tomb the remains(?) of the body of the same(?) 
saintly father(?) who endured the stigmata(?) of our Lord Jesus Christ ... or of the 
martyrdom ... 


Comm: 1.3 AY or AT; if the former av(tot) [n(ax)p(0)]ct, or [mpe]o(Burépou); if the 
latter, perhaps à [eAe]o (ràrov). 

The inscription appears to be a fragment of an epitaph, lacking only a few let- 
ters on the sides but probably a line or more at the top, and perhaps more at the 
bottom. The length and elegance of the script indicate that the epitaph marked the 
grave of a person of importance, apparently as a religious figure, for the last three 
lines describe the "stigmata of the Lord" endured by the deceased, seemingly a 
reference to physical sores or wounds the man inflicted on himself in his extreme 
ascetic practices, or to his symbolical “crucifixion with Christ”, as ascetic life was 
often described (for the ascetic as £e tavpouévot, see Lampe, s.v. gTaupdw, 2a). The 
name of the deceased and a verb signifying the burial of his body must have been 
mentioned in the first lines of the inscription. If the interpretation suggested for 
11.3-4 is valid, the man is explicitly described as a monk or a priest. For [IP&, abbre- 
viation of matpdc, see Avi-Yonah, Abbreviations 97f. The pronoun avtdc, variously 
declined, is abbreviated in different ways (cf. Avi-Yonah, Abbreviations 51ff.): AY 
or AT with a diagonal stroke can represent av(tod), a(010)0 or aùt(00). The reading 
AT is less likely, as it would require ignoring the small mark on the edge of the slab, 
and inserting an adjective between &ytou and owyatos. In this case, àreAec(vávov) 
might be suggested. Human nature is described as ateAye, “imperfect”, in patristic 
literature, and so is Christ's body in comparison with the perfection of his divinity 
(see Lampe, s.v., 2); how much more so would the body of a man be, although he 
had imitated Christ's sufferings in his ascetic life. 
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Bibl.: Unpublished. - On the site, cf. Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 139*(e), 179(h) no. 435. 
Photo: IAA. 
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1010. Fragment of a lintel with inscription, end of 6-early 7 c. 


Fragment of lintel (according to Germer-Durand). Ornate letters; drop-shaped 
omicron and theta, curling epsilon and w-shaped omega, lunate sigma. Nomen sa- 
crum abbreviated with horizontal line. The transcription below follows the draw- 
ing reproduced by Vincent and Abel, made after the fragment had been cut to be 
set in an altar and had lost a few letters on the left. 

Meas.: h 50, w 43 cm; letters 6-7 cm. 


Findspot: Found during the building of the church of St. Veronica of the Melchites 
(1895), at the 6th station ofthe Via Dolorosa. Perhaps not found in its originalloca- 
tion. 


——- 


« -—-— 





[--]TONATIONA[--] 
[-- TOYMAKAPIQ[--] 
[-- Y TEAEYTHN[--] 
[--] 
[--] 


- 
' 


GNATIQN/ 
‘OYMAKAPI 


QNBYZANT([--] 
KAIOYKAIS[--] 










N ^ re 

DIA ; 

3 SS —À = i a n 

Comm.: On the basis ofthe fragmentary S Al OY i9 

inscription various texts were recon- — |A VA SY 3A E eA 
structed. Milik’s reconstruction: [Otros — «—— 0, 4H ——À 


6 evayns oixoc] t&v &ylev 'A[vapyUpov fig. 1010 
Koopa xol | Aautavod cvatabeic did] 
tot uaxapiw[tdtov &pyierioxómou | xal matpidpyou "Ioaaxto]u teAeutyy [£Aape 
aroud tot diva | xal tic deiva | vv Butave[icv uyvi -- iv(oeriGvoc) --| Etous THs 
capxwoews K(upto)u] xai O(eo)t xai Elwthpos yudv T(co)0 X(pioto)t --] - “This 
chaste house of the holy Anargyri Cosmas and Damianus, founded by the most 
blessed archbishop and patriarch Isaac, was completed by the care of ... the Byz- 
antines, in...” 

Germer-Durand and other editors: [Oixoc] «àv &ylov ‘AlvapyU|pwv ent] tot 
uaxapia[tatov Evotoxijou teAeutyy [EAaBe | cmovd%] tæv Butavc[iov eic | ddEav] 
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K(upto)u xai O(Eo)t xal X[wtpos] - “The house ofthe holy Anargyri was completed 
under the most blessed Eustochius by the care of (the monastery of) the Byzantines 
for the glory of the Lord and God and Saviour.” 


Germer-Durand considered this a building inscription and restored the name 
of the Anargyri in it, namely, Cosmas and Damianus, the holy physicians who 
cured without asking for money. The church of SS. Cosmas and Damianus is 
known from literary sources, the earliest mention being in John Moschus (Pratum 
127, PG 87,2989), a story about Damiana, the sister of Emperor Mauricius, told to 
John Moschus by Damiana herself. Moschus left Jerusalem shortly after the death 
of Emperor Mauricius and therefore the terminus ad quem for the erection of this 
church should be the reign of Mauricius (582-602). According to Milik the church 
of SS. Cosmas and Damianus stood on the very site (or at least very near) where the 
fragmentary lintel was found: J. Milik, RB 67, 1960/61, 363f. no. 16; id., MUSJ 37, 
1961, 355ff. no. 8; see also Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 408. 


Germer-Durand's restoration of the text is almost certainly incorrect, first be- 
cause, by adding only 5-6 letters on each side, the overall length of the inscription 
would come to no more than 1 m, too short for a lintel, unless it had wide blank 
margins. Moreover, the mention of the name of the patriarch with an epithet, but 
without his proper title, would be unusual. The founder of the church (or rather of 
the monastery attached to the church) would have been the monastic community 
of the Byzantines, founded some time after 515 (John Moschus, Pratum 97, PG 
87,2956; M. Le Quien, Oriens christianus 1740, vol. I 683). Milik, though making 
substantial changes in the text, accepted the basic facts that this is a building in- 
scription pertaining to the church of SS. Cosmas and Damianus and that the name 
of the city archbishop appeared in 1I.2-3. 


The whole interpretation of this text seems problematic. As a rule, the term 
uaxaplwtatos, like waxdptos, refers to deceased, and is not normally used for living 
bishops or archbishops, except with the accompanying ay!wtatos. The only case of 
uaxaplwtatos without a reinforcing epithet from our region could possibly be SEG 
35, 1571. It is therefore preferable not to accept this text as pertaining to the church 
of the Anargyri, let alone as evidence for the location of this church within the city 
since, in fact, it may be a funerary inscription, possibly pertaining to the cemetery 
chapel of the monastery of the Byzantines, brought here in secondary use. If so, 
also Milik's reading cannot be maintained. 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 584f. no. 47 (ed. pr.). - S. Vailhé, Revue del'Orient chrétien 
4, 1899, 527 no. 27; K. Koikylides, Tepl Gv év Madaotivy EAAnuixdy povactypiwy, 1906, 33; 
Thomsen I no. 13; Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 4, 920 fig. 380 (dr.); Abel, DACL 2357f.; 
Thomsen II no. 13; J. Milik, MUSJ 37, 1960/61, 155f. pl. 4,1; BE 1963, 286; Bieberstein - Bloed- 
horn 2, 312f. - Cf. J. Martinov, Archives de l'Orient latin 2, 1884, 389-93. 


Photo: Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle, 2,4, 920 fig. 380. 
LDS 
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1011. Epitaph on limestone slab 


Fragment of a limestone slab with remains of four lines. Oval Byzantine letters. 
Lunate sigma. 
Meas.: h 20, w 30 cm. 


Findspot: Discovered in 1870 in secondary use in the Muristan. 
Pres. loc.: Museum of Louvre, Paris. 


[--[EMNOIA [--] 

[--/[THHITAZA|--] 
[--[EYNOITAITAP[--] 
[--]OIEY Y Y XEI[--] 

App. crit.: 11.3-4 [-- 6]udvota |[--]t ed purer 
Dain, Robert ;1.4 [(?) c]ot Clermont-Gan- 
neau, ARP. 


[-- cleuvota[s --|--]ty ġ n&ca [--|--] 
evvoia mapa --|--]ot edoyet [--] 





... venerable ... all the ... good will 
from ... be of good cheer ... 


fig. 1011 


Comm.: The formula “Be of good cheer” shows that it was an epitaph. Dated by 
Thomsen to the 5 c. on palaeographical grounds. 


Bibl.: Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 228 (ph.) (ed. pr.). - Id., AMSL 11, 1885, 168 no. 13; Thom- 
sen I no. 87; Abel, DACL 2361; A. Dain, Inscriptions grecques du Musée du Louvre, 1933, 125 no. 
142; L. Robert, RA 2, 1933, 139; SEG 8, 211; Thomsen II no. 87; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 178. 


Photo: Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 228. 
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1012. Funerary inscription 


Fragment of a polished marble slab, broken on three sides; only the upper edge 
is intact. The fragment is roughly rectangular. The letters are a mixture of oval 
and round forms; w-shaped omega. The lines are crowded together, with a margin 
along the upper edge of the slab. 

Meas.: h 8.3, w 7.6, d 3.8 (lower end)-1.3 cm (upper edge); letters 1.4-2.5 cm. 


Findspot: Chance find in Field 7 of Macalister's excavations in the northern part of 
the City of David. 


C. Funerary inscriptions 399 


Pres. loc.: Between 1932-1941 in the Rockefeller Museum. 


[--[EN@A[--] 

[--]KOTIE[--] 

[--]EIPT H[--] 

[--] A AIO[--] 

App. crit.: Evade xeivat Macalister - Duncan; 'Ev0d [de xeivot 
Ni]|xo m é(r&v &v] | eigtyW [vy ý xot]| utc [iç cov or aoc] 
Schwabe;"Ev0a. [xire Nt] eo m é[tév &v] | cipfy}j[vy ġ xot] | uto [ic 
aùtis] Thomsen, Bieberstein - Bloedhorn, Isaac; Ev0d [ðe xeitat 
*Ta]xo IHe[-- &v] eiptyl [vy ġ xot] uc [is adtob] CIJ. 








"Evade xeivaa --|--JKOITE[--|-- cuvleipyy[ce --| fig. 1012 
-- xà]AAtc [1ov? --] 


Here lies ..., who helped(?) ... most beautiful ... 


Comm.: The fragment, clearly a tombstone, was discovered in a Byzantine or early 
Muslim context of houses and street, which implies that it was in secondary use. 
Thomsen and SEG dated the inscription to the 3 c., the earliest possible date ac- 
cording to its formula and palaeography. The letter-forms, and especially the mix- 
ture of oval and round forms and the narrow, almond-shaped theta, point rather 
to the 5 c. 

The left and the right side of the inscription are missing, rendering any res- 
toration, even of the name in 1.2, highly uncertain. Schwabe mistakenly ascribed 
the stratum to the Early Roman period; hence the tombstone reused there would 
have belonged to the Second Temple period and the inscription would be Jewish. 
On this assumption, he restored the feminine name Nikó, followed by the age of 
the deceased, 80 years, and an augural formula. Frey in CIJ rightly observed that 
the age of the deceased usually follows étév; he restored the name [Ia]xw, fol- 
lowed by a patronymic. Yet since few Jews resided in Jerusalem in the 3-5 c., and 
there was no Jewish cemetery in the city then, the inscription is not likely to be 
Jewish. In 1.3, the preserved letters suggest [cuv]eipyy|[ce], “he helped", appropri- 
ate for an epitaph. In 1.4, the last preserved letter may be an omicron or a sigma; 
in this case perhaps [x@]AAto[tov], with reference to some “most beautiful” work 
the deceased “helped” to accomplish? 


Bibl.: R. Macalister - J. Duncan, Excavations on the Hill of Ophel, 1926, 132f. fig. 128 (dr.) (ed. 
pr). - M. Schwabe, ZDPV 55, 1932, 238-41 pl. 23,4 (dr.); SEG 8, 206; Thomsen II no. 105A; CIJ 
2, 1405 (dr. from Schwabe); Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 32f.; B. Isaac, in: Tsafrir - Safrai, History 
388 (Hebr). 


Photo: R. Macalister - J. Duncan, Excavations on the Hill of Ophel 1923-25, 1926, 132 fig. 128. 


LDS 


400 Late Antiquity, from Constantine to the Arab conquest 

1013. Funerary inscription 

Limestone slab, broken at the bottom and on the right side. 

Meas.: h 40, w 45, d 10 cm; letters 6.5-7 cm. 

Findspot: In the debris of the Church ofthe Agony at Gethsemane. 
Pres. loc.: SBF Museum, Jerusalem. 
OHKHAI[--] 

OBAA|--] 

App. crit.: Oxy [P]oBwaalu] Abel. 


Oxy dtlabéepovoa --]|OBAA[--] 
Tomb belonging to OBAA... 


Comm.: The tombstone was discov- 
ered in the 1920s during clearing of the 
site for the construction of the modern 
church. It may come from the cemetery fig. 1013 
nearby and was perhaps reused in the 

medieval church. Thomsen dated this tombstone to the 5 c. 





Bibl.: Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 4, 1012 fig. 4 (ed. pr.). - Abel, DACL 2354-74 at 2365; 
Bagatti, Flagellazione 135f. no. 234; Thomsen II no. 125A; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 247f. - 
Cf. J. Milik, RB 67, 1960, 550-91 at 550f. no. 22; Ovadiah, Corpus 84f. no. 73; M. Avi-Yonah, 
NEAEHL 2, 1993, 783f.; Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 130f.*(e), 170(h) no. 407. - Cf. Meis- 
termann, Guida, 258-62. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 
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1014. Funerary inscription 


Marble (or limestone?) slab bearing the remains of a Greek inscription. The only 
preserved line (or the only deciphered line?) was the first, engraved 15 cm under 
the upper edge ofthe stone. Omicron and upsilon in ligature; lunate sigma. No other 
details available. 

Meas.: h 1194, w 78.5 cm; letters 6.4 cm. 


Findspot: Found lying on the ground in an Iron Age tomb, on the western side of 
Nablus Road (Derech Shechem) across the street from the Garden Tomb, at the site 
of today's convent and hostel of the White Sisters. 


C. Funerary inscriptions 401 


Pres. loc.: Thomsen, followed by Bieberstein - Bloedhorn, reported that it was preserved at St. 
Stephen. 


(cross) OHKHAIAOEPOY?][--] 
Oxy iahéepovo[a --] 
Tomb of... 


Comm.: The tomb consists of three burial rooms around an antechamber, and is 
part of a burial ground of the First Temple period (Iron Age II). It was reused in 
the Byzantine period. Conder proposed to identify it with Jesus' tomb, close to his 
location of the Calvary, on a knoll near Jeremiah's Cave, just to the east ofthe tomb. 
Thomsen dated the inscription to the 5 c., but the use of the ligature of omicron- 
upsilon points rather to the 6 c., possibly the early 6 c. 


Bibl.: C. Schick, PEQ 10, 1878, 2 (ed. pr.). - C. Conder, PEQ 13, 1881, 272; id., PEQ 15, 1883, 69-78 
at 77; Thomsen I no. 164; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 142f. - On the tomb, cf. C. Conder, PEQ 13, 
1881, 201-5; Warren - Conder, SWP Jerusalem 432-5; Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 105*(e), 
134(h) no. 326. 
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D. Varia 


1015. Curse tablet with Greek inscription, 4-6 c. AD 


The lead tablet is inscribed on both sides. Creases show that the sheet was folded 
horizontally five times. The inscriptions on the two sides (A inside, B outside) stand 
upside down in relationship to each other: the top of side A is the bottom of side B. 

Side A: Left and bottom edges are largely intact, the top and right are unevenly 
broken away. It is likely that the first visible line was the first line of writing on 
this side of the tablet. To the extent that the corroded surface above this line is 
preserved, it shows no trace of writing. The corresponding area of side B below the 
drawings also appears to be a blank margin. Remnants of 28 ll. of writing are pre- 
served on side A. In the first 15 1l., hardly a single letter can be read with certainty. 
Hence only 11.16-28 are transcribed below. 





fig. 1015.1 (side A) 
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Side B: The composition may be described as consisting of two halves. The upper 
half contains five rows of magical signs (yapaxtypec) inside a rectangular frame. 
At the end of the last row are also some Greek letters. On each side of the frame 
were written magical names or words. The lower half of the composition is domi- 
nated by a winged being (missing one wing owing to corrosion of the lead). To its 
left and right are magical signs and letters. 

Lunate sigma and w-shaped omega. 

Meas.: h 7.3, w 6.5 cm. 


Findspot: Found during a rescue excavation by the IAA in the area of the Angli- 
can Bishop’s House at 12 Ha-Nevi'im Street (Street of the Prophets), in October/ 
November 2007 and February 2008, in a corridor in the northern part of a large 
rectangular building from the Byzantine period. 

Pres. loc.: [AA excavation licence no. A5249/2007, locus 143, item no. 1129. 


Side A: 

16 TOYIIETPOYONETEKENMHTHP|...]4++++++++4+++4+4[---] 

17 THEZOHZAYTONHAHHA[-6 letters-]+[.J+[--] 

18 ++AKAIEI2X++4[.]+[.J++[]+T[--] 

19 [.J+++++4+[..]+++[-11 letters-]++++[--] 

20 ++MA [..]+[...]+[...]+[-10 letters-]+++++[--] 

21 AIANOIANTONAOTIZM [-10 letters-]++[.]}++[---] 

22 [JAZIOYTOYKOMHTOX-5 letters-]R ENMHTHP@EOA+ 

23 |. JKAIATIOAAQNEIAOY(-10 letters-- THPMIMMYAAA 

24 [-5 letters-|[ANNOYONETEKENMH[-4 letters-]++++E+++++++M++ 

25 +4+4+4[.J++++4+4+4++4+4+++0Y[,]NETEKE[.]MHTHP+++AK [..] 

26 IIETPOYONETEKENMHTTT-5 letters-]PQNA [-5 letters-]Z£222 ET M [-4 letters-] 
27 HMEPAXKAIT[.]THEZQPAXHAHHA|..]XYTA XYANTI--] 

28 ++Y 

Side B: 

last row: [..JOYH A[.] 

above frame: IAQO£XABA[-10 letters-]TA [-5 letters-] 

left of frame: [-5 letters-|BA+++ 

right of frame: [-6 letters-]++[-6 letters-] 

below frame: BE++EQ[..] QPEOY[-4 letters-]-XTI--1TY 

Side A:11.16-28: [-- xai] | tot Iévpov, dv &cexev utp [...]+++++++++++++[--]| 
tis Cofjc aùtõv, HOn HO[y --]+[..J4+[--]|++axareroy++[.]+[.J+4[.]+7[--]|[J++++4++ 
+[..J+4+4+[--]+4+44[--]]++uaL.J+[.J+[.J+[--]+++++[-- thy] | 9t&votavy, tov Aoytc- 
ulóv --]++L]++[--|]actou tot xduytos, [ðv éte]xev ujtnp Ocod+|[..], xal Arow- 
vel8ov, [dv étexev rj]tnp Minmvara, | [xat lw]dvvov, dv étexev uy[typ .]++++g+ 
444444 ut+|44+4+4[]J++4+4++4+++4+4+4+400, [8]v étexe[v] untyp++ta, x[at] | IHérpov, 
dv étexev ux c[np Max]pova, [amd tH]¢ oHulepov] | huepas xai tlad] ts opas, HOY 
Holy, talyv vex», ave[--]|++u 
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æ fig. 1015.2 (side B) 


Side B: above frame: Iaw Xaßafwð --Jıæ[--] 


Side A: ... and of Petrus, whom the mother NN bore, for the whole time of their life, 
now now, ... and mighty magical signs (2) ... (e.g, bind) the mind, the reasoning power 
... of ...asius, the comes, whom the mother Theod... bore, and of Appollonides, whom 
the mother Mimmulla (bore), and of Ioannes, whom the mother NN bore, and of 
NN, the (word for profession), whom the mother NN bore, and of Petrus, whom the 
mother Matrona bore, from the present day and this hour, now now, quickly quickly. 


Comm.: The transcription of11.16-28 of side A is provisional. 

In Il.16£, mention of a certain Peter is followed by a concluding formula that in- 
cludes words indicating the speed by which the curse was to be carried out. There fol- 
low three largely illegible lines. Then 1l.21-7 curse five men and contain a concluding 
formula similar to the preceding one. The last of these five men is also a certain Peter. 
It is quite possible that the two Peters were identical and that 1l.1-17 cursed the same 
five men mentioned in 1l.21-7. The name of the first Peter's mother cannot at present be 
read; the name of the mother of Peter in 1.26 was probably [Mat]rona. Identification of 
persons as sons or daughters of their mothers (ðv or jv étexev 7 deiva), rather than of 
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their fathers, is standard in magical texts from the Greco-Roman world; for parallels, 
see for example Audollent 448 Index I D; Daniel - Maltomini II 311 Index V s.v. tixtw. 
Repetition as in the present case is encountered in many magical texts (for example Au- 
dollent, no. 234, 1ff. is repeated by 11.27ff., and no. 237, 1ff. by ll.21ff; three erotic spells, 
Daniel - Maltomini I nos. 49ff., repeat each other in substance and each text contains 
internal repetition; and Preisendanz, no. XVIII.1-9 are repeated eight times in the same 
text). The names Petrus, Ioannes and alikely Theodora suggest a Christian milieu. The 
[--]asios in 1.22, who was most likely an Athanasius or Anastasius, probably also bore 
a typically Christian name. Therefore the tablet was inscribed after Christianity had 
become the dominant religion in the Empire. That the [--]asios in 1.22 was a comes, 
whether this be an honorific title or an office of highest rank, also points to composi- 
tion no earlier than the reign of Constantine. All this agrees with the archaeological 
dating of the northwestern facilities to the 4-6 c. AD, as well as with the palaeography: 
the hand might be as early as the 4 c. AD, but is hardly later than the sixth. 
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fig. 1015.3 (side A) 
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At the left of the frame on side B might have stood [Iac Xa]Baw6 as above. On 
commonly occurring Iaw (Hebrew Yhwh) and Xaaco0 (Hebrew zbaot, “of hosts”, “of 
armies”), see Brashear 3588 and 3597; G. Bohak, Ancient Jewish Magic, 2008, 198f. 
and index, s.vv. For literature on magical signs and designs, see Brashear 3440-3. 

If the building in which the tablet was found was a bathhouse - during excava- 
tion were found plastered installations that resemble baths built in the northwest 
corner of the house - this might explain why the curse was deposited in it. Baths 
were believed to be haunted and hence were frequently used for the performance 
of various kinds of magic, see especially C. Bonner, in: Studies Presented to F.Ll. 
Griffith, 1932, 203-8; see also Daniel - Maltomini I no. 43 intr. with further litera- 
ture; and K. Dunbabin, PBSR 57, 1989, 7-46 esp. 33-46. 





fig. 1015.4 (side B) 


Bibl.: R. Daniel - G. Sulimani, ZPE 171, 2009, 123ff. (ed. pr.). - Cf. A. Audollent, Defixio- 
num Tabellae, 1904; K. Preisendanz, Papyri Graecae Magicae I-II 2nd revised ed., includ- 
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ing texts from the originally planned 3rd volume, by A. Henrichs, 1973/74; R. Daniel - F. 
Maltomini, Supplementum Magicum I-II, 1990/92; W. Brashear, in: ANRW II 18, 1995, 
3380-684. 


Photo: IAA; RD etal. (dr.); RD and S. Geiseler (dr.). 
RD 


1016. Aramaic graffito inside Golden Gate, 6 c. or later (?) 


An inscription of two lines engraved in formal Jewish script on the wall inside the 
Golden Gate. Final mem in medial position in 1.2. 
Meas.: 1. 40 cm; letters 4 cm; about 130 cm from the floor (Gera). 


Findspot: The southern wall inside the Golden Gate, near the south-western cor- 
ner. 
Pres. loc.: See findspot. 


S207928 
pinxodyy 


App. crit.: prn(n)x 0515 Gera, 1.2. 
pin xodt | 33 oATAK 


Translit.: 'brhm br | Iwlm' hzq 





Abraham son of Lwlm (7). Be 
strong! 


Comm.: This inscription, first recorded in E i LI N 9 > 2 


1908, was engraved on the southern wall i L 

. . . . 2 
inside the Golden Gate; it was examined by -y 1 Ps N g D 
Gera, refuting reports (Ben-Dov) that it had N | ` 
disappeared. The father’s name is not other- 
wise known. Büchler’s suggestion to read the 
patronym as N1'535 Iwlyn’, based on a talmudic parallel, has been nearly uni- 
versally adopted but is not supported by available drawings. The context of the 
inscription places it in Late Antiquity. Ben-Dov’s argument for a medieval date 
cannot be ruled out, but his reading of 1.2 prnx 0515 Iwlm "hzq is problematic on 
grammatical grounds. Gera’s suggestion, on the other hand, is to read the father’s 
name as 0519 Iwls, with a samekh instead of mem, rendering a form of Julius, and 
then to suppose a missing taf between the alef and het, rendering prnnx, "thzq, 
which makes better grammatical sense; her reading is based on personal inspec- 


fig. 1016.2 
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tion of the inscription, but in her photo the supposed samekh still looks like the 
final mem in the line above, and it is unclear whether the space before pîn hzq 
contained a letter. 


Bibl.: R. Macalister, PEQ 40, 1908, 164f. (ed. pr.). - J. Hanauer, PEQ 40, 1908, 7; id., RB 17, 1908, 
477, 634; A. Büchler, PEQ 40, 1908, 261; P. Thomsen, ZDPV MN 15, 1909, 31; G. Dalman, ZDPV 
37, 1914, 137; Répertoire d'épigraphie sémitique 3, 1916/18 no. 1277; L. Mayer, ZDPV 53, 1930, 
226 no. 3 I; E. Sukenik, Zion 4, 1930, 136-41 (Hebr.); CIJ 2, 1397; B. Dinur, Zion 21, 1956, 50-63 
(Hebr.); B. Luria, Beit Miqra 19, 1974, 309-36 (Hebr); S. Safrai, in: A. Oppenheimer - U. Rappa- 
port - M. Stern eds., Second Temple Period, 1980, 392f. (Hebr.); M. Ben-Dov, Cathedra 40, 1986, 
23f. (Hebr.); M. Friedman, Cathedra 43, 1987, 193 (Hebr); S. Gera, Cathedra 61, 1991, 176ff. 
(Hebr); Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 201£; B. Isaac, in: Tsafrir - Safrai, History 239-59 (Hebr.). 


Photo: S. Gera, Cathedra 61, 1991, 177 (ph. and dr.). 
AYJJJP 


1017. Hebrew graffito "shalom" inside Golden Gate 


Hebrew graffito, formal script, inside Golden Gate. 
Meas.: 1. 30 cm, letters 6 cm (ed. pr.). 


Findspot: The southern wall inside the Golden Gate, near the southwestern corner. 
Pres. loc.: See findspot. 


Dbw 
Translit.: šlwm 
Shalom. 


Comm.: This inscription 
was seen by Gera about 5 
m to the right of no. 1016. 
Given the context, this is 
probably a greeting rather 
than a name. The inscrip- 
tions date is uncertain, 
and it may belong to the fig. 1017 
medieval period. 





Bibl.: S. Gera, Cathedra 61, 1991, 178f. (ed. pr.). 
Photo: S. Gera, Cathedra 61, 1991, 178 (ph. and dr.). 
JJP 
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1018. Hebrew graffito inside Golden Gate 


Five fragmentary lines of formal 
Jewish script written in black 
paint on the inside wall of the 
Golden Gate. 

Meas.: “Inscription is 25-30 cm 
long, 50 cm high” (ed. pr.). 


Findspot: Left wall inside en- 
trance of the Golden Gate. 
Pres. loc.: See findspot. 


[ 
[ 
[--]55 33/a[ 
[--]2n 


-] 
-] 
-] 
-] 

[--Jjannn[--] 


[ 

[ 

Translit.: [--|--|--b/knyh hk[--|--] 
hk[--]--mhrb[--] 


...b/khaniya the priest(?) ... 





TSH 


Comm.: The dating of this inscription is highly E ( 
uncertain; it may be medieval. The first legible 

line - the third of the inscription - seems to -— (1 
mention a person with a theophoric name who \ 

was a priest. Gera mentions another, illegible 


inscription beneath this one. 5 T] > 

Bibl.: S. Gera, Cathedra 61, 1991, 179f. (ed. pr.). NS 

Photo: S. Gera, Cathedra 61, 1991, 180 (ph. and dr.). fig. 1018.2 
JJP 
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1019. Inscription on mosaic floor 


Three fragments of a mosaic pavement, originally extending for about 25 m in a 
north-south direction, were discovered during the construction of the monastery 
church of the Holy Trinity. The northernmost fragment (a) presents a head(?) and 
two lowered wings, in black, red and yellow tesserae on a white background mixed 
with yellow tesserae. Below are four Greek letters traced in black and filled with red 
and yellow tesserae. The letters are round. The last letter, a sigma, has a kind of tail 
that gives it the shape of an S. Fragment (b) represents the head and upper body of 
a partridge, facing a plant, in black, red and yellow tesserae on a white background. 
Below is a strip of red and yellow tesserae, enclosing four Greek letters traced in 
black. The letters are round. The third fragment features a row of buildings. 
Meas.: (a) w 40 cm; letters E and © 11 cm, O 7 cm, last letter 9 cm.; (b) w 31 cm; let- 
ters 9 cm. 


Findspot: In the Greek property on 
Mount Zion, west of the Greek cemetery, 
south of the southwestern corner of the 
Old City wall, west of Dormition Abbey. 


Pres. loc.: See findspot; (a) is now in the pave- 
ment ofa storeroom at the northeastern end of 
the church of the Greek Orthodox Seminary 
of the Holy Trinity; (b) is in the pavement of 
the church, on the left of the presbytery. 


(a) EOOS 

(b) [--]KKEX 

App. crit.: (a) «à»e'x óc Abel, followed by all 
eds. 


(a) "Al Boc (2) 
(b) [IIépót]xbgec 





(a) Summer heat. (?) 
(b) Partridges. 


Comm.: In fragment (a) neither the 
meaning of the figure, nor the read- 
ing and meaning of the inscription are 
clear. Abel's first suggestion was that 
the figure represented a seraph, but he 
abandoned it because seraphs in Byzan- 
tine art are represented as a head with 
six wings or a bust with open wings. As fig. 1019.2 (b) 
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an alternative suggestion, Abel tentatively proposed an ineptly rendered bird, and 
he accordingly read the inscription as a faulty spelling of detd¢, “eagle”. However, 
the figure is reminiscent of the foliated faces that adorn some Byzantine mosaics 
(e.g., in the Church of the Holy Martyrs at Madaba and in the Church of Deacon 
Thomas at ‘Ayun Musa on Mount Nebo: see M. Piccirillo, Arabia cristiana, 2000, 
173, 186f.). The dissolution of the facial features may have been the result of icono- 
phobic activity. If the picture represents a long-haired, bearded face, the caption 
may be read aiDoc, “burning heat”, identifying it as a personification of the heat of 
summer, or the dog-days. If the last letter is a stigma, the word is abbreviated; we 
may suggest aifo(uévy pom), “season of the burning heat”, i.e., summer solstice, 
like Bópetoc tpomy, “season of the northerly winds", i.e., winter solstice. In fragment 
(b) there must have been a second partridge on the left side of the plant, where the 
mosaic is broken, for the caption is in the plural. The form of the letters may point 
to a date in the 5 c. rather than in the 6 c. Thomsen dates 5-6 c. Vincent - Abel 
believe that the mosaic with the inscription is not ancient, but recent, produced by 
the Greek monks in charge of the Holy Sepulchre. Their statement is unwarranted. 


Bibl.: F.-M. Abel, RB 20, 1911, 119-125, 120ff. figs. 1 (map), 2 (dr.) (ed. pr). - F. Bleckmann, 
ZDPV 36, 1913, 239; Thomsen I no. 19a; Vincent - Abel, Jerusalem nouvelle 4, 760; M. Avi- 
Yonah, QDAP 2, 1932, 171 no. 130(1); SEG 8, 195a; Thomsen II no. 19; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 
2, 81f.; Küchler, Jerusalem 648 fig. 360 (dr.). 


Photo: A. Ecker. 
LDS 


1020. Graffito on marble inserted in wall of cistern 


A series of cisterns on Mount Zion was transformed into an underground hermit- 
age by cutting a connecting passage and an entrance by way of a flight of steps 
(Abel, plan and section at 122 fig. 4). A rough apse was hewn in the eastern wall 
on which a red painted cross was seen. Under the cross, a fragment of gray marble 
was found, attached to the wall. This was also marked with a cross and had some 
graffiti on it. At the time ofthe discovery the name Pamphilus was read, and Abel, 
visiting the place some time later, could still make out traces of some of the letters. 


Findspot: A hermitage on the western slope of Mt. Zion, southeast of the Gobat 
School (now the American Institute of Holy Land Studies), in the garden of the 
Greek property, south of the Greek cemetery. 

IIAMOIAOX 

Tlaudtros 


Pamphilus. 
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Bibl.: F.-M. Abel, RB 20, 1911, 123f. (ed. pr.). - On the site, cf. Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 81; 
Küchler, Jerusalem 647f., figs. 334 (B4), 356, 359. 
LDS 


1021. Wooden beam in secondary use in Al-Aqsa mosque 


Four-line Greek inscription on a wooden beam made of Cedar of Lebanon. The 
section of the beam is trapezoidal, the back higher than the inscribed front. The 
left side of the surface was planed and coated with a thin layer of yellow varnish. 
The inscription was traced in black paint on this surface. The other half ofthe same 
face of the beam was only roughly planed and keeps the natural black color of old 
wood. The end of1.3 and perhaps also of1.2 are lost because of the disappearance of 
the varnished surface. The letters are round and very irregular. The text has many 
misspellings, grammatical mistakes and unidiomatic Greek. 

Meas.: h 11 (back), 7.5 (front), w 51, d 12 (base) to 8 cm (upper part); letters 1.5-3 cm. 


Findspot: Reused in Al-Aqsa Mosque. 
Pres. loc.: Rockefeller Museum, Jerusalem, on exhibition. Autopsy: 28 July 2010. 








fig. 1021 


EKAMENQEAIA=TOYTEBAAINOY 
EXKEPONIIINAXTPIXKABOS[--] 
TOYOAOKOJ[--] 

TINOY[--] 


App. crit.: Tp«e»ic xdBo<u>s tot "ó Aoxov«t»lvou Schwabe. 


"Exapev w Elas tot l'eBaAtvou | &c xepóv mivas tpl xa Boc[--]| tot dAo<u> xd[cnov 
-J[TINOY[--] 


Elias from Gebalene made (this) at the time of hunger (when) thrice a measure of 
the whole world [perished(?) ...] 


Comm.: The first line of the inscription represents the signature of the craftsman 
who carved the beam. His name, Elias, is followed by an ethnic in the genitive, and 
should be translated “Elias (son) of the Gebalene", but it is more likely that the ethnic 
referred to the man himself, a native of Gebalene, the region between Petra and et- 
Tafile (see M. Avi-Yonah, Gazetteer of Roman Palestine 1976, 60; P.-L. Gatier, Le Mu- 
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séon 113, 2000, 299-314). The second and third lines are more difficult. According to 
Schwabe the whole text meant that a certain Elias made three kab of an unspecified 
food “for the season of hunger, at the price of the gold solidus”. Schwabe assumed that 
this was a note written by a foreman in charge of the food supply for the builders. But 
xduvw is used for building work or some other kind of artisan work, not for making 
foodstuff, and eic with the accusative normally supplants £v with dative in many Byz- 
antine writings. Schwabe’s interpretation, therefore, is not convincing. In the light 
of three inscriptions from Feinan (see below), the present editor suggests that ll. 2-3 
mention a period of famine in which part of “the whole world” suffered; which part 
of the word seems to be indicated by the expression vpic x4ßos. Ka Bos is the Helle- 
nized form of the Hebrew qab, a measure of dry volume mentioned in the Bible and 
still in use by the Jews in the Roman period (see for instance P.Yadin 16). One qab 
corresponded to 1/6 of seah (&ov in Greek), ca. 2.2 liter. However, in the language 
of the Sages attested in the Mishnah, qab had assumed the general meaning of “mea- 
sure”, “portion”, and in this sense, ten kabim represented a whole of which a qab was 
one tenth (e.g. Kiddushin 49; Baba Mezi'a 38). Therefore, "thrice a qab" - for a per- 
son whose mother tongue was Hebrew or Aramaic - would mean 3/10, almost one 
third. The phrase is thus reminiscent of an expression found in three Greek epitaphs 
from Feinan in the "Aravah, which are unusual in mentioning the circumstances of 
the dead persons" demise: a great calamity “in which one third of the world died” 
(amé0avev Tò TpiTov toO xdcpou: Meimaris - Kritikakou-Nikolaropoulou nos. 68-70). 
The best preserved of the three epitaphs, no. 68, also contains a date, 22 Daisios 487 
(of the era of Arabia), corresponding to 11 June 592 CE, and an additional detail: it 
was the year during which éuautovy oi &y0pcomot. Meimaris 149 suggests an interpre- 
tation of the verb (“cried for bread”), but the present editor would prefer to leave it as 
an unexplained hapax, and accordingly to abstain from identifying the two calami- 
ties and from dating the beam inscription to the same year, 592. However, there is no 
denying the similarity of the formula used in our inscription and in the epitaphs of 
Feinan. In this light, one would expect a verb signifying perishing or destruction in 
the lost part of1.3, or possibly of 1.2. An alternative solution might be to view the let- 
ters in 1.4 as entirely independent from the rest. The mention of the famine - a dating 
device from the writer's point of view - would end with xó[cp.ov] and the lost verb in 
1.3, and a new sentence would begin, which may have simply consisted of the name of 
the church for which the beam was made: for instance Tot &y(ou Kovotavtivou (cf. a 
capital from Ma'on-Nirim inscribed with the name of the church and the village for 
which the capital was sculpted: SEG 46, 2027). In Jerusalem in the late 6 c. and 7 c. 
part ofthe Church of the Holy Sepulchre was known as St. Constantine: J. Milik, RB 
67, 1960, 360f., 575f. nos. 5-6, 61. 


Bibl.: M. Schwabe, in: R. Hamilton ed., The Structural History of the Aqsa Mosque, 1949, 93f. 
no. | pl. 48,1 (ed. pr.). - Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 62; Y. Meimaris - K. Kritikakou-Nikolaro- 
poulou, Inscriptions from Palaestina Tertia Ib, 2008, 149f. 


Photo: IAA. LDS 
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1022. Beam with notes of carpenters(?) referring to woodwork, end of 6-7 c. AD 


Wooden beam. 


Findspot: Found in secondary use in the Al-Aqsa Mosque on the Temple Mount 





fig. 1022 


(a) &vo Tou<y> v 

(b) P(updyv) t’ &(u.v) Aw’ &(up.Gv) ot’ luuv) u luuv) 0' A(UBdy) X luuv) x’ 
(ut. Gv) w 

(c) xabet(npixdv) luuv) o 

(d) aŭwv do’ 


(a) above cutting 50. 

(b) blocks 300, blocks 31, blocks 370, blocks 40, blocks 9, blocks 30, blocks 29, blocks 800. 
(c) vertical beams 70. 

(d) dry (beams) 204. 


Comm.: Schwabe in a preliminary and provisional note explained the letters on the 
beam as notes of carpenters, which “seem to refer entirely to the woodwork itself”; 
“modern carpenters similarly write their notes on the wood they are working at.” 
[LDS doubts both the reading and the dating.] 


Bibl.: M. Schwabe, in: R. Hamilton ed., The Structural History of the Aqsa Mosque. A Record 
of Archaeological Gleanings from the Repairs of 1938-1942, 1949, 93ff. at 94f. pl. 48,2 (ed. pr.) - 
Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 62f. 


Photo: R. Hamilton ed., The Structural History of the Aqsa Mosque, pl. 48,2. 
DK/WE 
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1023. Fragment of building inscription 


Fragment of white marble slab with remains of three lines of script. The letters are 
in high relief. Pointed omicron, probably indicating a date not earlier than the 40s 
of the 6 c. W-shaped omega. 

Meas.: h 21, w 16, d 6 cm; letters 5 cm. 


Findspot: In secondary use in a 14-c. substructure of the el-Aqsa Mosque. 
Pres. loc.: Unknown. 


[--JQAYT[--] 
[--IPTON[--] 
[--]J AMHI--] 


App. crit.: [K(ópue Boy9(e) love ttviav]à 
Adt[o|xpdtopt. Todto Tò &p]yov [yé|yovev év uyw) 
Aby(obotw) ivd(ixtidvos) y.] Auy[v]. A. Schneider 
apud Mader, Thomsen, Bieberstein - Bloedhorn; [--] 
AYT [--|--] totto Tò £p] yov [ye] yovev --]-Aux[v.] SEG. 


[--]w adt[--| iy£vero tò m&v £]pyov [--|--] 
Auyly] 


... all this work was made ... Amen. 





Comm.: Mader was circumspect regarding 
Schneiders restoration (see 213, caption of 
fig. 1). However, he dated the inscription to Justinian's time, on palaeographical 
grounds. A dating in the second half of the 6 c., and possibly the beginning of the 
7 c., seems compatible with the shape of the few surviving letters. The high-relief 
technique used in this inscription is uncommon: a dated example is provided by 
the chancel screen of a synagogue from Ascalon, dated 605/6 (SEG 8, 267). For 
other Byzantine remains on the Temple esplanade, see Mader and Bieberstein - 
Bloedhorn 3, 44 ff. According to Mader, the architectural remains suggested the 
existence of a Byzantine basilica here, before the Persian conquest of Jerusalem. 


fig. 1023 


Bibl.: A. Mader, ZDPV 53, 1930, 212ff. with drawing (ed. pr.). - SEG 8, 173; Thomsen II no. 11A; 
Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 44ff., 63. 


Photo: A. Mader, ZDPV 53, 1930 pl. 10A. 
LDS 


1024. Fragment of mensa 


Fragment of mensa of gray-stained marble; surface highly polished and moulded 
along the front edge, back rough; inscribed in the edge. Drop-shaped omicron, 
smaller than the other letters. 
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Meas.: h 14, w 25, d (along the moulded edge) 5, (in the middle) 2.4 cm; letters 2.5 
(omicron)-3.5 cm. 


Findspot: St. Stephen’s Church. 
Pres. loc.: Museum Ecole Biblique, Jerusalem. Autopsy: 13 May 2009. 


[--JTIOYKOMI[--] 





[-- Aopi]tiov xópu[roc --] 
fig. 1024 
.. of Domitius comes... 


Comm.: The inscription was obviously meant to commemorate the donor, or some 
person dear to him. The opening phrase might have been IIpoocopá, “Offering”, 
or Yep avatavoews, “For the repose", or another formula beginning with vrép. 
Bibl.: Unpublished. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 


LDS 


1025. Marble sculpture of a lion with inscribed letters 


Fragment of console of white marble, repre- 
senting a reclining lion with its paws stretched 
out, in the act of devouring a human head. On 
the back of the lion is a small rectangular de- 
pression enclosing two Greek letters in relief, 
separated by dots. 





Findspot: Found in the Church 
of the Holy Sepulchre, during the 
demolition of the old cupola. 


“AT: 


Comm.: The letters would rep- 
resent the signature of the sculp- 
tor. Vincent - Abel, followed by 
Thomsen, dated the console to 
the 4 c. Lions in all sorts of at- 
titudes are well known since the 
earliest periods of art, including ' 

representations of lions devour- fig. 1025.2 (“A” marks the position of the inscription) 
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ing an animal; but the theme of a lion devouring a man’s head is characteristic of 
the Middle Ages. Possibly the use of Greek inclined the French scholars to surmise 
a Byzantine date, but a Crusader date is more likely, considering that the Crusad- 
ers may well have used artists from the area, or from Syria or even Constantinople. 
However, a 4 c. date cannot be totally excluded (Dr. Orit Peleg, oral communica- 
tion). 


Bibl.: Ch. Clermont- Ganneau, PEQ 6, 1874, 7 (ed. pr.). - Id., ARP I 101f.; Vincent - Abel, Jérusa- 
lem nouvelle 1-2, 178 fig. 109; Thomsen II no. 35A. 
Photo: Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 102 (dr.). 


LDS 


1026. Acclamation for the Blue circus faction 


Findspot: In a wall in the Via Dolorosa, near the Lions’ Gate (St. Stephen’s Gate); 
the stone was inserted in secondary use, but now has disappeared. 


[--]BENETON 
II[.]JAATAETH 


App. crit.: mloA]Aa ta éty Waddington; [--]pevetov (2) | mloA]Aa và ety Thomsen I; PENETON 
Robert; [Nix& ý voy tæv] Bevet<w>v- n[oA]Aà ta ty PAES, Mouterde, SEG, Thomsen II; [Nixa 
j túxn] | [r&v] Bevet<w>v etc. Dan. 


[Tõv] Bevéc'oy | n[oA]Aà ta £c» 
Long live the Blue faction! 


Comm.: A well-known acclamation of the circus factions, whose passions are de- 
scribed by the Byzantine chronicles pertaining to the Eastern Mediterranean in the 
5-7 c. The inscription was first dated by Thomsen (I) to the 5 c. (followed by SEG); 
later Thomsen [II] dated it to the 11 c. based on misinterpretation Veneti, "Venetia- 
nus", but the context suits the 6 c. or even early 7 c. 


Bibl.: Waddington no. 1900 (ed. pr.). - PAES III A 149; Thomsen I no. 10; Thomsen II no. 10; R. 
Mouterde, MUSJ 11, 1926, 178 n. 1; SEG 8, 213; BE 1941, 159; L. Robert, Hellenica XI-XII, 1960, 
492; BE 1961, 813; A. Cameron, Circus factions. Blues and Greens at Rome and Byzantium, 1976, 
316; Y. Dan, The Jerusalem Cathedra 1, 1981, 111; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 207. 


LDS 
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1027. Yonah and his wife, Hebrew graffito, 6 c. CE(?) 


Four-line inscription incised in square letters on the trunk of a column in the Al- 
Aqsa mosque. 
Meas.: The inscription is 21 cm long; all four lines together are 17 cm high (Dussaud). 


Findspot: A column inside Al-Aqsa mosque, in the underground path to the Tem- 
ple Mount. 


Pres. loc.: Original lost; facsimile in Museum of Louvre, Paris, inv. no. AO 5032. 


mnawi [?--]niv M FUP Ade AS 


10 IDWN 
pn wl. j » ave WIN 


p" 
ona 


, A, ^ I, 
wen Rev SD 
x-oppo] | i inva | mnawi [-]mm 
pena [ipm ors 
fig. 1027 
Translit.: ywnh [--] wsbtyh | '$tw mn | 
[sylqly’ hzqw | bhyym 


Yonah and Shabatiya his wife, from Sicily. Be strong in life! 


Comm.: This inscription was discovered by de Saulcy in 1863 on a monolithic col- 
umn in the passage underneath the Al-Aqsa mosque to the Temple Mount, near the 
Hulda Gate. The column was in obvious secondary use, without any evidence for its 
original context. It has been plastered over and the inscription cannot be seen today 
(Ben-Dov). From the drawing, itis not clear whether there are letters between the two 
legible names in 1.1, but the text is comprehensible as it has been read. The biblical 
name Yonah was used by Jews of the period (see Ilan, Lexicon III 108f.). His wife's 
name, Shabatiya, is one of the many female Jewish names of the period derived from 
Shabbat, see Ilan, Lexicon III 186-91. For Jewish inscriptions from Sicily, see Noy, 
JIWEI nos. 143-61. The inscription can be tentatively dated to the 6 c. CE or later. 


Bibl.: F. de Saulcy, Voyage en Terre Sainte II, 1865, 325ff. (ed. pr.). - A. Geiger, JZ 3, 1864/65, 
325ff.; A. Bonnetty, APhC 73, 1866, 155; A. Héron de Villefosse, Notice des monuments prove- 
nant de la Palestine et conservés au Musée du Louvre (Salle Judaique), 1879, 19f. no. 13; CIH, 
col. 96-100; Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, RCr 8, 1883, 147; J. Euting, SPAW 35, 1885, 683 no. 68 pl. 
XI 68; D. Kaufmann, GGA, 1886, 144 (= Gesammelte Schriften III, 1915, 516); Dussaud, Louvre 
38 no. 21; Klein, JPCI no. 107; E. Sukenik, JJPES , 1929/30, 136f. (Hebr); id., Zion 4, 1930, 136-41 
(Hebr.); CIJ 2, 1399; B. Dinor, Zion 21, 1956, 50f. (Hebr.); B. Luria, Beit Miqra 19, 1974, 309-36 
(Hebr); M. Ben-Dov, Cathedra 40, 1986, 21f. (Hebr.); Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 149ff.; S. Safrai, 
in: Tsafrir - Safrai, History 239-59 (Hebr). 


Photo: J. Euting, SPAW 35, 1885 pl. XI no. 68 (dr.). 
AY/JJP 
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1028. Graffito on ashlar in the Western Wall tunnel 


Five letters engraved upside down on a stone in secondary use in an Early Islamic 
wall on the eastern side of the tunnel. Cursive v-shaped upsilon. The surface of the 
stone is rough and worn at the end of the name, so that it is impossible to guess if 
there was an additional letter after alpha. 

Meas.: line 30 cm; letters 4.5 cm. 


Findspot: Northern section of the Western Wall tunnel. 
Pres. loc.: See findspot. Autopsy: 22 December 2010. 


AOYKA[--] 


Aovxals?] 





Lukas(?). fig. 1028 


Comm.: The position of the stone in the Early Islamic wall, with the inscription up- 
side down, shows that the inscription is earlier than the wall. Signature of a visitor? 
Bibl.: D. Bahat, forthcoming (ed. pr.). 
Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 

LDS 
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E. Inscriptions of uncertain type 


1029. Fragmentary inscription found at the Haram ash-Sharif 


“Rectangular block of marble” (Sayce) with inscription in “fine letters” (Germer-Durand). 
Meas.: letters ca. 8 cm (Germer-Durand). 


Findspot: “.. recently disinterred within the Haram, on the northern side of the 


well at the north-west angle of the mosque of El-Aksa" (Sayce). 

Pres. loc.: “As for the inscription in the Haram, it certainly did once exist, but it was destroyed 
in 1890 or 1891, in consequence of the repairs of the Golden Gate. They have made it into the 
threshold of one of the two gates. When I saw it, only one single line of it remained visible, the 
rest had already been cut away. I read ... the one word TENEOAIOY. This word was afterwards 
effaced. ... the inscription is now lost" (Germer-Durand). 


[--?] 

[--:]ENEOAIOTT--?] 

[-] 

App. crit.: It is not certain of how many lines the original inscription consisted, nor how much, 
if any, was missing from the line which Sayce and Germer-Durand reported. Germer-Durand 
assumed that a loss of lines was due to the stone being cut for reuse in the Golden Gate in 1890 
or 1891. But Sayce in 1888 already stated that the inscription on the block merely consisted of 
the one word yeveOAov. 


[--?]|[--?] yeveAtov [--?]|[--3] 
... at the birthday(?) ... ox ... of Genethlius ... 


Comm.: It is uncertain whether the word here was used as the noun/adjective 
yevebAtos ("birthday/belonging to birth") or as the male personal name l'evéOAtoc; 
for both there are several parallels in inscriptions. 

Germer-Durand's statement: "I suspect that this stone was originally the lintel 
of a side door of the small building at the Golden Gate" is to be regarded as hypo- 
thetical, all the more so considering Sayce's report that the block was found in the 
northwestern area of the Haram ash-Sharif. 


Bibl.: A. Sayce, The Academy 824, 1888, 123f. at 123 (ed. pr.). - S. Reinach, RA 11, 1888, 357-91 
at 389; J. Germer-Durand apud Clermont- Ganneau, ARP I 178 n. $. 
DK/WE 


1030. Fragmentary inscription on limestone slab 


Three-line Greek inscription on a limestone slab very worn and broken on all sides. 
In the first line, partly preserved, only the bottom half of some letters can be made 
out. A wide blank strip under the third line shows that this was the last line of the 
inscription. Round letters, roughly incised; lunate sigma. 
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Meas.: h 32, w 55, d 8 cm; letters 4-5 cm. 


Findspot: Vicinity of Damascus Gate? 
Pres. loc.: Museum of Damascus Gate, Jerusalem. 


[---HXIE-] 
[--]EEIZIOANNHN[--] 
[--JANAAEAQOY[--] 


[.-IITEI--- ele odvvry [---]AN 
adEAHOvG [--] 


... to Ioannes ... brothers ... 





Bibl.: Unpublished. fig. 1030 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 
LDS 


1031. Fragment of inscribed limestone 


Fragment of rough limestone, broken on all sides except the left one. Letters of the 
oval alphabet; lunate sigma. A stigma in 1.2 after kappa, after it, a half circle ending 
in the break, either a sigma or a broken omicron. 

Meas.: h 35, w 40; letters 4.5-6 cm. 


Findspot: Found on surface, south of the church at Bethany. 
Pres. loc.: SBF Museum, Jerusalem (Saller; not found). 


[-] 
[-IH«--] 
AZK[ZL-] 
DIAS|--] 


[--|--]H+[-- dtd] |aox(ovto)g [-- Adyov? co]|dtac(?) 
--] 


... of him who teaches the word of wisdom (?) ... 





Comm.: There is no way to ascertain the nature 
of this inscription. The text may contain an al- fig. 1031 
lusion to Col 1,28; 3,16 (d\ddcxovtes ev macy 

codia) and 1 Cor 12,8 (à u&v ... dtdotat Adyos copias). 


Bibl.: S. Saller, Excavations at Bethany, 1957, 119, 129 no. 13 e (ed. pr.). - On the site, see introduc- 
tion to nos. 844-845. 


Photo: S. Saller, Excavations at Bethany, pl. 93 C 3. LDS 
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1032. Broken slab of limestone in secondary use 


Slab of limestone of irregular shape. Four Greek letters along the upper broken 
edge. Theta is crossed by a vertical line. Lunate sigma. 
Meas.: h 28, w 25.5, d 6-6.5 cm. 


Findspot: Found near the sill of the entrance to a building located on top of the 


remains of the Third Wall, near the grounds of the Swedish School (see no. 875). 
Pres. loc.: At one stage it was stored in Rockefeller Museum, Jerusalem. 


[(cross)?]K POX[--] 
K(0)p(te) O(eó)c [--] 
Lord God... 


Comm.: Invocations opening with the words “Lord 
God ..." are common in Byzantine epigraphy. 


Bibl.: E. Sukenik - L. Mayer, The Third Wall of Jerusalem, 
1930, 47 no. 3; Thomsen II no. 182B; Bieberstein - Bloed- 
horn 2, 73f. 





Photo: E. Sukenik - L. Mayer, The Third Wall of Jerusa- . 
lem, 1930, 47 fig. 40 (dr.). fig. 1032 


LDS 


1033. Fragment with Greek letters 


Rhomboid fragment of marble slab, with moulding and tooling along the right- 
hand edge. Smoothed inscribed surface, chisel marks on the back, in the direction 
of the tooled edge. Under the Greek inscription and parallel to it the fragment is 
cleanly cut and the edge is smoothed. Oval letters; abbreviation marked with small 
inverted stigma hanging from the last letter. 
Meas.: h 12, w 12, d 1.3 cm; letters 2 cm. 


Findspot: Found on the surface in the YMCA 


cemetery, near Grave 22. 
Pres. loc.: Rockefeller Museum, Jerusalem, IAA inv. 
no. 1934-872. 


[--JEZBS 





[--np]ec G(uvep-) 


fig. 1033 


. priest. 
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Comm.: The fragment may have belonged originally to an altar table or, in view of 
its thinness, to a liturgical platter, which broke and a piece was reused, perhaps to 
mark a grave; the inscription would belong to this stage. Later it broke again, leav- 
ing only the end of the inscription. 


Bibl.: Unpublished. 


Photo: IAA. 
LDS 


1034. Fragment of dedicatory inscription, not earlier than the mid-6 c. 


Fragment of limestone, roughly rectangular, bearing one inscribed line and re- 
mains of a second. The upper half of the surface is rough and flaked, and is sepa- 
rated from the smoothed bottom half by a groove, seemingly the remnant of an 
incised line that enclosed the inscription. The tips of three (?) letters of the second 
line seem to show a pointed omicron and a lunate sigma, an indication of the prob- 
able date of the inscription - not earlier than the mid-6 c. 

Meas.: h ca. 42, w ca. 28 cm; letters 7.5-9.5 cm. 


Findspot: Court of the Armenian Church of St. Saviour, the so-called House of 
Caiaphas. 
Pres. loc.: IAA. 


[--]4YTIEP[--] 
[--]EO2[--] 


"Yn [cwryplas xai avttAyuy]|e"w's 
-- or 
‘Yrép [uvýjuns xai àvamavc]|e oc -- 


For the salvation and succor of -- or 
For the remembrance and the repose 


of -- 


Comm.: The two restorations sug- 
gested above are only by way of exam- 
ple. The fragment may have belonged 
to a lintel above the entrance to a 
Christian building, perhaps a church 
or chapel. 





Bibl.: Unpublished. fig. 1034 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 
LDS 
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1035. Inscription on fragment of marble slab 


Fragment of gray marble slab, broken on all sides. Smoothed inscribed surface, 
rough back. Remains of four lines of Greek script, and traces of a fifth underneath. 
Oval letters, engraved with medium point. Jota with trema in 1.2; horizontal line 
on iota and eta in 1.2, probably indicating a number rather than a nomen sacrum. 
The omega shaped as an inverted mu and the drop-shaped omicron point to a date 
in the second half of the 6 c. 

Meas.: h 13, w 8, d 4-5 cm; letters 2-2.5 cm. 


Findspot: Jewish Quarter excavations. 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 


[-]OL-1 
[--]OTHTL-] 
[--JNOZE[--] 
[--JMYOY[--] 
[-] 


Comm.: The figure in 1.2 may be part of 
a date, perhaps the 18th day of a month. 
The broken omega before it may be the last 
letter of the name of the month, probably 
of the Julian calendar, which was the one 
used in Jerusalem: [wyvt --]w. The follow- 
ing character seems to be a tau, and may 
also belong to a dating formula by regnal 
years, as was the custom in Jerusalem and 
vicinity in the Byzantine period (DGI 59, 70£), e.g. tod ðeanótou juv 'lovettviavoO 
Bac lac tous - (year - of the reign of our lord Justinian - or any other late 6 c. emper- 
or). It is tempting to restore ivdixti@vo¢ € in 1.3. As for 1.4, there is an extremely limited 
number of words that may contain the group of letters, none of them relevant in the 
present context. Perhaps upsilon stands for iota (e.g., ceßacuiov) or for the diphthong 
OI (e.g. duolov), both common phonetic spellings in late Greek in the region. 





fig. 1035 


Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: Jewish Quarter Excavations IV 355 no. 27 (ed. pr.). 


Photo: Courtesy of H. Geva. 
LDS 


1036. Inscription on fragment of marble slab 


Irregular fragment of white marble slab, broken on all sides. Smoothed on both 
sides. Remnants of three lines of Greek script, traces of another line along the bro- 
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ken upper edge. Oval letters between shallow guidelines; the distance between the 
lines of script is 1 cm. 
Meas.: h 11.3, w 11, d 3 cm. letters 3 cm. 


Findspot: Jewish Quarter, Area T, near the southern end of the Cardo. 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 


[--]Q+[--] 

[--lONOTA+|--] 
[--]EXETIIAO[--] 

ITE] 

[--]O+[--|--] órótav(?) [--|--] ç 
émttdo[ow? |--]T[--] 


... whenever ... in benefaction ... 


Comm.: Notable serifs, alpha with curl- 
ing middle bar may point to a date in 
the second half of the 6 c. 1.2 may con- fig. 1036 
tain the conjunction ómócay (6mdte dv), 

"whenever", or “as soon as", while 1.3 may contain the expression ¿ç émido[aty] “in 
benefaction”. Perhaps a fragment of a public regulation pertaining to donations to 
ecclesiastic foundations? 





Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: Jewish Quarter Excavations IV 354 no. 25 (ed. pr.). 
Photo: Courtesy of H. Geva. 
LDS 


1037. Fragment of a piece of marble with inscription 


Fragment of marble slab broken into four pieces. It bears the remains of three, pos- 
sibly four lines of Greek script. Squeezes of the four fragments taken by Clermont- 
Ganneau (AMSL) but not published. Lunate sigma, omicron-upsilon in ligature. 
Meas.: h 19, w 19, d 3 cm. 


Findspot: Undetermined place on the Mount of Olives. 
Pres. loc.: Museum of Russian Orthodox Monastery (Bieberstein - Bloedhorn); not found. 
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App. crit.:1.3 óm[ép --] Clermont-Ganeau, ARP, Bieberstein - Bloedhorn. 
[--|-- ?r]o?cov [--|--JENOX omn[--|--]XT[--] 


Comm.: 1.2 could also be read: [--]ou (ending of a personal name) Tot [--], and 1.3: 
[-- u] vòs Yn (epBepevatov). Thomsen dates the inscription to the 5 c., but the use of 
the ligature for the diphthong OY might point to the 6 c. Followed by Bieberstein - 
Bloedhorn, Thomsen called the fragment a tombstone but, if Clermont-Ganneau's 
description (marble plaque, 3 cm thick) is accurate, the fragment can hardly belong 
to a tombstone. Epitaphs were rarely engraved on marble in Jerusalem (except for 
plaques embedded in the walls or pavement of a monumental tomb, e.g. nos. 978, 
1006). Slabs loosely described as *marble", especially in old publications, are often 
revealed to be limestone. If it is really marble, this may be a fragment of a chancel 
screen. If it is limestone, it could be a tombstone after all. For the spelling uevóc, 
uevt with epsilon instead of eta, see Meimaris, Chron. Systems 425f. Other solu- 
tions are also possible. 


Bibl.: Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 326f. (ed. pr.). - Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, AMSL 11, 1885, 
209 no. 40; Thomsen I no. 159; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 361 no. 4. 


LDS 


1038. Fragment of an inscription 


Irregular fragment of limestone, smoothed on the inscribed surface, rough back. 
Remains of two lines of Greek inscription under a blank strip 5 cm wide, a possible 
indication that the first preserved line was 1.1 of the inscription. 

Meas.: h 30, w 31, d 12.5-13 cm; letters 6-7 cm. 


Findspot: St. Stephen's Church. 


Pres. loc.: Museum École Biblique, Jerusalem. 


ITOA[--] 


[-- 
[--]N (cross) 





Bibl.: Unpublished. 
Photo: A. and N. Graicer. fig. 1038 
LDS 
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1039. Fragment of marble slab 


Fragment of marble slab, broken on all sides except perhaps at the top, with remains 
of two lines of script; smooth surface, rough back. Since the distance between 1.1 
and the edge of the slab is 2.5 cm and the distance between the two lines is 1 cm, 1.1 


should be the original first line. 
Meas.: h 16.5, w 9.8, d 4.5 cm; letters 7.5 cm. 


Findspot: Temple Mount? 
Pres. loc.: Waqf Museum, Jerusalem. Autopsy: 
September 2009. 


[--INOT/TI]--] 
[--HIT[--] 


Comm.: The type of the inscription is not clear. 


Bibl.: Unpublished. 
Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 


1040. Fragment of chancel screen (?) 





fig. 1039 


LDS 


Fragment of reddish stone slab, of irregular shape, with mouldings underneath a 
line of script, of which four letters and traces of a fifth remain. The letters belong 


to the oval alphabet. 
Meas.: h 25, w 32, d 5-6.5 cm; letters 4 cm. 


Findspot: Found among the debris of the 
churches at Bethany. 


[--JEAHM[--] 


Comm.: Similar fragments of red limestone 
with mouldings were discovered among the 
debris and are interpreted by Saller as frag- 
ments of chancel screens. Some of the red stone 
fragments are tentatively ascribed by him to 





fig. 1040 


the medieval period, when two new churches were developed on the site of the 


E. Inscriptions of uncertain type 429 


Byzantine church. However, this cannot be possibly the case with the present frag- 
ment, whose lettering is clearly Byzantine. 

The letters may be part of the word 0éAynua, “will” (a reference to God's will’), 
or of a personal name: TeAguayos with eta instead of epsilon, which is not unusual 
(in which case, this may have been a dedicatory inscription following the formula 
Umep gwtnplac, óm&p avamavoews, or the like), but many other solutions are pos- 
sible. Saller suggests a possible perfect passive form of Aau&vo. 


Bibl.: S. Saller, Excavations at Bethany, 1957, 11, 129 no. 13 d (ed. pr). - On the site, see introduc- 
tion to no. 844. 


Photo: S. Saller, Excavations at Bethany, 1957 pl. 93 C 4. 
LDS 


1041. Inscription of unknown type 


Irregular fragment of limestone slab, broken on all sides; smoothed surface, rough 
back. In the right-hand side of the slab, beginning oftwo lines of Greek script: ofthe 
first line, only the bottom half of an upright stroke remains. The letters are widely 
spaced: 4 cm between one letter and the next, 4 cm blank strip between the lines. 
Meas.: h 27, w 43, d 9 cm; letters 11 cm. 


Findspot: YMCA cemetery. 
Pres. loc.: Rockefeller Museum, Jerusalem, 
IAA inv. no. 1934-874. 


It] 
o[--] 





Bibl.: Unpublished. 


fig. 1041 


Photo: IAA. 
LDS 


1042. Inscription on marble fragment 


Fragment of marble slab bearing the remains of two lines of script. In the upper 
line, a large upsilon flanked on the left by the remains of a mark which, accord- 
ing to Clermont-Ganneau, may not form part of a letter but rather of an emblem, 
perhaps an anchor. 

Meas.: h 13, w 11 cm; letters 9 cm. 


Findspot: Found on the grounds of the Paternoster Church, during construction 
works in 1869. 
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[JV P-] 

[--IXPI[--] 

App. crit.: Y | PI Thomsen; [x]upt|ou Bieberstein - Bloed- 
horn 


[--]¥[--] | Xpulotdc ? --] 
... Christ(?) ... 


Comm.: Clermont-Ganneau called the inscrip- 
tion “Byzantine” and Thomsen dated it to the 5 c., 
noting that the anchor was a common symbol in fig. 1042 
ancient Christian inscriptions. But the interpreta- 

tion of the marks and letters is doubtful and it is not even certain that the fragment 
belonged to a Christian inscription. 





Bibl.: Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 343 (dr.) (ed. pr.). - Thomsen I no. 132; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 
3, 296 no. 6. - On the area of the Paternoster Church, see introduction to nos. 831.-832. 


Photo: Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 343. 


LDS 


1043. Fragment of slab 


Fragment of limestone slab, with a roughly smoothed surface and rough back, bro- 
ken on all sides except for the upper edge, which is bevelled. 
Meas.: h 21, w 17, d 7 cm; letters 10 cm. 


Findspot: St. Stephen's Church. 
Pres. loc.: Museum École Biblique, Jerusalem. Autopsy: 13 May 2009. 


[-IAN«[--] 





Bibl.: Unpublished. 


fig. 1043 
Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 6 
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F. Instrumentum domesticum 


1044. Ostracon from Egypt with Greek and Coptic 
inscription, found in Jerusalem, 7 c. AD 


Dark red, ribbed ostracon. 
Meas.: h 12.7, w (at top) 6.6 (at bottom) 4.5 cm (Galling). 


Findspot: Found by D. Michaelis on the 9 October 1926 in the area called Karm 


esh-Sheikh in front of the northern wall of Jerusalem. See commentary. 
Pres. loc.: Private property of K. Galling. 


enge e 

NIAK © Mà N 

à PION (filling symbol) 
AMABA 

CakGCl (symbol for artabas) 
IG GTMO 

YAON 


emeh) e | Ni(v)dWx(tlwvos) 8 Mà [a PICO | 
auak(av) a | c&x(xous) € ci(tov) (aptdBac) | te 
ETplvAwv 


Epiph 5, indiction 9, (from) the place of Arion, 
one wagon, five sacks, fifteen artabas of wheat, 
to the mill. 


Comm.: According to Galling this ostracon 
and no. 1045 should be dated to the first de- 
cades of the 7 c. AD, before the Muslim con- 
quest of Egypt. The 9th indiction could be the 
year 605, 620 or 635 AD. The two texts attest 
the transport of grain from a farm to a mill. fig. 1044 
The content does not make it clear how the two 

ostraca found their way to Jerusalem. Galling suggests that the ostraca were left by 
mistake in the wheat sent to Jerusalem in the ninth indiction = 620 AD. 

There remain grave doubts whether or not the two ostraca reached Jerusalem 
in antiquity: the other ostraca bearing the name of the same owner (Arion) and 
dating to the same indiction (Galling 47, 49) made their first appearance in the an- 
tiquities market in Egypt - and some precisely in 1927 and 1928 (Galling 46), one 
or two years after nos. 1044 and 1045 were found in Jerusalem. The possibility that 
these two ostraca were originally part of an archive found in Egypt cannot be dis- 
missed. They are included in the present volume since the circumstances remain 
unclear. We thank Gesa Schenke and Klaus Maresch for their help with the ostraca. 
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Bibl.: K. Galling, ZDPV 82, 1966, 46ff. (ed. pr.). - M. Hasitzka, Koptisches Sammelbuch I, 1993, 
63 no. 144; A. Delattre, in: A. Boud'hors - J. Louis - P. Sijpesteijn eds., Monastic Estates in Late 
Antique and Early Islamic Egypt, 2009, 23-48. 


Photo: K. Galling, ZDPV 82, 1966 pl. 1A. 
WE 


1045. Ostracon from Egypt with Greek and Coptic 
inscription, found in Jerusalem, 7 c. AD 


Red, ribbed ostracon. 
Meas.: h 10.2, w (at top) 9.5, (at bottom) 6.3 cm (Galling). 


Findspot: Found by D. Michaelis on 9 October 1926 in the area called Karm esh- 


Sheikh in front of the northern wall in Jerusalem. 
Pres. loc.: Private property of K. Galling. 


(cross) MAYNI - KZ INAIK -© 

8d MMA MNAIOM TOYG 
AMAS:A:CAKK:I[] 

Cl (symbol for artabas) NC : GTMOY 
AON 


MAYNI x£ ivdix(tiwvos) 6 | £2. TMA 
Mri dontoye | áuáE(ac) 8 ccxx(ous) [n] 
| ci(tov) (aptaBac) ve & Tuv [Av 


Pauni 27, indiction 9, from the place of 
Paiomtioue, four wagons, eighteen (?) sacks, 
fifty-five artabas of wheat, to the mill. fig. 1045 





Comm.: See no. 1044. 
Bibl.: K. Galling, ZDPV 82, 1966, 46ff. (ed. pr.). - M. Hasitzka, Koptisches Sammelbuch I, 1993, 
64 no. 145; see no. 1044. 


Photo: K. Galling, ZDPV 82 1966 pl. 1B. 
WE 


1046. Inscription in ink on pottery fragment 
Fragment of a Byzantine crater with four-line Greek inscription painted in dark 
ink under the rim. Lunate sigma. 


Findspot: Temple Mount Excavations, Area III, Locus 3042 (at the foot of the Tem- 
ple Mount enclosure). 
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Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 


A[--] 
[--]KIZOZAKPI[--] 
AIA 

I 


App. crit.: The first letter in 1.2 can also be N, 
A, A, or a broken M. 





Alòs | --JKIZOX A xp1(8%}s) [wd] dtc | 
C fig. 1046 
Give ... 10 modii of barley. (2) 


Comm.: The reading suggested here follows a well-known formula found in ostraca 
ofthe Roman period, but is no more than a guess. The vessel is certainly Byzantine. 


Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: Temple Mount Excavations II 246 no. 1 ph. III.52 (ed. pr.). - SEG 53, 1867,3. 
Photo: Archive of B. Mazar, courtesy of E. Mazar. 
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1047. Dipinto on pottery 
Fragment of jar of yellowish-brown ware, with one line of Greek script and traces 


of a second line (or perhaps a cross?) underneath, traced in red ink with a medium 
brush. 


Findspot: Jewish Quarter, Area D, northern apse of the Nea Church. 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 


[--] 
‘P(6ya) O(eotdxov) (?) | [--] 


Alms of the Mother of God. 





Comm.: As a figure, pọ? corresponds fig. 1047 
to 109. It is worth noting, however, that 

the same pair of letters appears twice on another jar fragment from the area of the 
Nea (see no. 1048). The question, therefore, is whether they might not be initials of 
some formula having to do with the church, especially since theta can obviously mean 
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Geocóxoc, “Mother of God”, the patroness of the Nea, whose official name was Tis 
Geocóxoc &xx Ania. A possible solution could be poya Oso1óxov, “alms of the Mother 
of God" ‘Poya, a Greek term derived from the Latin erogatio, is used by Byzantine 
writers to indicate “dole, largesse”, and the verb poyevw, which also came into use in 
the same period, means “to distribute alms” (Sophocles 971; Lampe 1217). Vessels 
marked ‘P(éya) @(eotdxov) would contain victuals — corn or flour, oil or wine - of- 
fered by the faithful or bought with the endowments of the church and destined to 
be doled out to the poor who visited the Nea. Alms distributed in the church would 
naturally be said to come from the Theotokos herself, as we read in a story told by John 
Moschus (Pratum 61, PG 87,2913) about a monk ofthe monastery ofthe Nea who used 
to give alms to the poor by leaving the coins around in the church for them to pick up, 
and explained this practice by saying that it was not he but the Mother of God who fed 
both him and them. 


Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: Jewish Quarter Excavations V 396 no. 1 (ph.) (in print) (ed. pr.). 
Photo: Courtesy of O. Gutfeld. 
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1048. Dipinto on pottery 


Fragment of amphora body of grayish-brown ware, with two lines of Greek script 
traced in red ink. 
Meas.: letters ca. 1.8 cm, two are incomplete. 


Findspot: Jewish Quarter, Area T-1, Cardo in front of the Nea Church. 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 


PO 
PO 


‘P(6ya) O(eotdxov) | P(éya) O(eotdxov) (?) 


Alms of the Mother of God. 


Comm.: For interpretation, see no. 1047. 


Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: Jewish Quarter Excavations V 397f. no. 4 
(ph.) (in print) (ed. pr.). 


Photo: Courtesy of O. Gutfeld. fig. 1048 
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1049. Dipinto on pottery 


Large fragment of the body of a jar of brown ware, with two lines of Greek script 
traced in red ink with a thick brush. The mark in 1.1 appears to be a monogram 
of three or four letters, crossed by a horizontal stroke, indicating an abbreviation. 
This type of abbreviation is common in the Byzantine period, especially in the 6 c. 
(Avi-Yonah, Abbreviations 35). The upper part of the monogram is missing, mak- 
ing the identification of the central mark doubtful: it may be a pi or a ligature of 
pi and rho. The letter on the left appears to be an omicron whose upper half is lost 
where the fragment is flaked and broken; the letter on the right is either an epsilon 
or more likely a lunate sigma cut by the horizontal stroke. 

Meas.: 1.2: letters 4.5 cm. 


Findspot: Jewish Quarter, Area D, northern apse of the Nea Church. 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 


[--]IIPOZ|--] 
[--]QNIN[--] 


[Ar]o poc (bop&c) | ['Avt]wviv[ou] 
From the offering(?) of Antoninus. 


Comm.: For monogrammed abbreviations of 
mpocopd&, see for instance SEG 19, 906 and 
Fitzgerald 13f., 19, pls. 20, 22 (6 c. mosaics from 
Nazareth and Beth Shean). For abbreviations 
of the preposition mpóc, see Avi-Yonah, Abbre- : 
viations 96. fig. 1049 





Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: Jewish Quarter Excavations V 396f. no. 2 (ph.) (in print) (ed. pr.). - C£. G. 
Fitzgerald, A Sixth Century Monastery at Beth-Shan (Scythopolis), 1939. 


Photo: Courtesy of O. Gutfeld. 
LDS 


1050. Dipinto on pottery 


Fragment of amphora neck of reddish-brown ware, with four Greek letters traced 
in red ink. 
Meas.: letters 2.4, 2.1, 1 and 1.9 cm. 


Findspot: Jewish Quarter, Area T-1, Cardo in front of the Nea Church. 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 
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[--JEIOY 
[?Evdo]£iou 
... of Eudoxius? 


Comm.: The inscription may have includ- 
ed something more than the name in the 
genitive: for instance, the word Ilpoadopa, 
in full or abbreviated, that is, “Offering of 
Eudoxius”. The name Eudoxius is not un- 
common; nevertheless, it is worth recalling that one of the abbots of the Nea was 
called Eudoxius. He was head of the monastery attached to the church under Justin 
II (565-578) (John Moschus, Pratum 187, PG 87,3064). 





fig. 1050 


Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: Jewish Quarter Excavations V 398 no. 5 (ph.) (in print) (ed. pr.). 


Photo: Courtesy of O. Gutfeld. 
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1051. Dipinto on fragment of jar 


Red painted Greek inscription on a fragment of jug of light brown clay. 
Meas.: letters 1.5-3.3 cm. 


Findspot: Temple Mount Excavations, Area XV, Locus 15025, a flagstone paved room on 
the eastern side of a building identified as a monastery, near the kitchen (locus 15011), 


possibly used as a storeroom. 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 


[--]AOP 
PO 
(cross) 


I 


[Oco]8óptp)o |I 





For Theodorus 10(2). fig. 1051 


Comm.: Only part of the original fragment was published; the rest is lost. The 
present editor saw the fragment in a more complete state and the reading above 
corresponds to autopsy. 


Bibl.: Unpublished. - Temple Mount Excavations II 39f. pl. 1 6,2 (ph. only). 


Photo: Archive of B. Mazar, courtesy of E. Mazar. 
LDS 


F. Instrumentum domesticum 437 
1052. Dipinto on potsherd 


Two Greek letters painted in red on a ribbed sherd, part of a jar body. The second 
letter is partly cut by the break of the sherd. 
Meas.: letters 3-3.7 cm 


Findspot: Temple Mount Excavations, Area III, Locus 3077. 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Arch. Inst., Jerusalem. 


EK[- -] 
‘Ex[tevc] or 'Ex[eis --] 


(One) hecteus or ... hecteis. 





Comm.: The pottery of Locus 3077 is characteristic 
of the end of the Byzantine period. The two letters 
may represent the beginning of a word rather than a number (25), for, in the Byz- 
antine period, two-digit numbers were usually written in descending order. Since 
inscriptions painted on jars often refer to the contents of the jar - the type or the 
quantity of the commodity therein - a likely restoration may be Ex[reUc] or '"Ex[veic --], 
i.e., a reference to the number of hecteis contained in the jar. The hecteus is a dry 
measure corresponding to 8 choenices (1 choenix - a little more than one liter) or 1/6 
of a medimnus. The Gaza jars, among the most frequently found in Palestine, held 
between 8 and 25 liters, and the most common types of Gaza jar had an average ca- 
pacity of 25 liters (cf. S. Oked, in: A. Sasson - Z. Safrai - N. Sagiv eds., Ashkelon, 2001, 
236ff.). Therefore it is possible that the titulus painted on our fragment referred to a 
number of hecteis, in the plural. 


fig. 1052 


Bibl.: Unpublished. - Temple Mount Excavations I 209 ph. IIL6 (ph. only). 


Photo: Archive of B. Mazar, courtesy of E. Mazar. 
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1053. Dipinto on amphora 


Fragment of amphora body with handle, yellowish-gray ware. Remains of a Greek 
inscription in red ink begin under the handle. The inscription continues over the 
body, sloping out, as indicated by two small marks of red on the edge of the break. 
The first letter is a zeta or perhaps a xi; the second appears to be an epsilon, after 
which is the remnant of a third letter of which only the upper part remains, prob- 
ably a square sigma. 


Findspot: Jewish Quarter excavations, Area T-4, near the southern end of the Cardo. 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 
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ZIZEX[--] 
Zeo[t--] or Eéc [cau --] 


Comm.: The inscription most probably 
refers to the contents of the jar, but there 
are two possible interpretations. Ifthe first 
letter is zeta, the reference is to something 
“boiled” (Ceatés: the desinence would be 
in accordance with the lost noun). If, on 
the other hand, the letter is a xi, the in- 
scription pertained to the capacity of the 
container, a certain number of sextarii. 
The ong or sextarius was a Greek and 
Roman measure for liquid and dry vol- 
umes, corresponding to ca. 0.55 liters. fig. 1053 





Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: Jewish Quarter Excavations IV 354f. no. 26 (ed. pr.). 


Photo: Courtesy of H. Geva. 
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1054. Three letters painted on jar 


Three Greek letters, pi, rho and stigma, painted in brownish-red ink on a fragment 
ofa jar. A long diagonal stroke cuts the root of the rho and the stigma. The inscrip- 
tion appears to be complete, but it may have been followed by a second line. 

Meas.: letters 5.5 cm. 


Findspot: Temple Mount Excavations, Area XV, Locus 15040, steps leading down 
to a small Byzantine street (Locus 15050) separating the monastery from the build- 


ing to the east (see Temple Mount Excavations II 76f. and pl. L1 at p. 4). 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 


IIPf 
TIp(oapopa) (2) 
Offering [of - - (2)]. 


Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: Temple Mount Excava- 
tions II 124 pl. I 19,7 (ed. pr.). - SEG 53, 1860. 





Photo: Archive of B. Mazar, courtesy of E. Ma- 
Zar. fig. 1054 
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1055. Dipinto on pottery 


Fragment of amphora neck of pinkish-brown ware with marks traced in red ink. 
Part of the marks seem to be a drawing, though there might be two letters on the 
right, a chi and a rho, but rather superimposed than forming a monogram. 


Findspot: Jewish Quarter, Area T-1, Cardo on front of the Nea Church. 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 


XP(?) 


Comm.: The meaning remains unclear. 


Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: Jewish Quarter Excava- 
tions V 398 no. 7 (ph.) (in print) (ed. pr.). 





Photo: Courtesy of O. Gutfeld. fig. 1055 
LDS 


1056. Dipinto on pottery 


Fragment of amphora body of reddish-brown ware with a yellowish slip, with re- 
mains of a Greek inscription in large square letters (only the alpha is complete) 
traced in red with a thick brush. 

Meas.: letters ca. 3 cm. 


Findspot: Jewish Quarter, Area T-1, Cardo in front of the Nea Church. 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. : 


[--]EZA[--] 


Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: Jewish Quarter Excava- 
tions V 398 no. 8 (ph.) (in print) (ed. pr.). 





fig.1 
Photo: Courtesy of O. Gutfeld. 1g: 1036 
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1057. Dipinto on pottery 


Fragment of jar body of yellowish-brown ware, with three lines of marks in red ink, 
almost unreadable. Some cursive Greek letters can be made out. The letters in the 
third line are bigger and are written in a direction different from those in ll.1-2. 


Findspot: Jewish Quarter, Area T-1, Cardo in front of the Nea Church. 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 


[--JOLIM[- 
[--IIZ 
[-INYL-] 


Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: Jewish Quarter Excava- 
tions V 398 no. 6 (ph.) (in print) (ed. pr.). 





Photo: Courtesy of O. Gutfeld. fig. 1057 
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1058. Greek dipinto on jar 


Three fragments of a jar of red ware that fit together, with columns of letters paint- 
ed in red and separated by vertical lines. The letters are partly square and partly 
round. Nothing can be made out from the photograph: we give Bagatti’s text. Ba- 
gatti considers the letters to be ornamental. 


Findspot: “Ein Kerem, found in the fill, stratum b, of cistern M. 


E 
rT E 


dzmur» 

o 2 € utu 
O 

ap Siap Sap Sap Siap Heo Sian. 








Comm.:: For the dating of the cistern and stratum, see Bagatti 70f. 


Bibl.: Bagatti, Santuario 82f. ph. 50. - On the site, see introduction to nos. 849-853. 


LDS 


F. Instrumentum domesticum 44] 
1059. Inscription incised on jar lid 


Ribbed bowl in the form of a truncated cone with a flat base and flaring rim; lid in 
the form ofa saucer with a large flat base, top concave with incised line around the 
edge and a knob in the centre. Inscription (a) is incised around the knob, (b) on the 
knob itself. As the object could not be located and examined, it is impossible to say 
whether the inscriptions were made before or after firing. Lunate sigma. 

Meas.: h 7.5 cm; @ of lid 12.7 cm. 


Findspot: Room 20 of "Anastasius' House" in the "Byzantine Street". 
Pres. loc.: Rockefeller Museum, Jerusalem, IAA inv. no. 1938-2024. 


(a) ANAZTAXIOY 
(b) AN 


(a) Avactaciou 
(b) Av(actactou) 


(a) (Property) of Anastasius. 
(b) (Property) of Anastasius. 





Comm.: Bowls and lids of the same type were 
found also elsewhere in the Byzantine phase of 
the site. The house where the bowl and lid were found was named “House of An- 
astasius" after the inscription on the lid. It was 
dated by the excavators to the second half of 
the 6 c. or the beginning of the 7 c. According 
to the excavators it was destroyed by the Per- 
sians in 614. According to Magness, the second 
half of the 6 c. or the early 7 c. is the terminus 
post quem for the laying of the pavements in 
room L 20, but this and the other houses of the 
"Byzantine" street were in use for a much longer period: see J. Magness, BASOR 
287, 1992, 67-74; ead., Jerusalem Ceramic Chronology circa 200-800 CE, 1993, 55- 
71; cf. G. Avni, BASOR 357, 2010, 40. 


fig. 1059.1 





fig. 1059.2 


Bibl.: J. Crowfoot - G. FitzGerald, PEF Annual 5, 1929, 83 pl. 15,23 (dr.) (ed. pr.). - SEG 8, 220; 
Thomsen II no. 234A. - On the “House of Anastasius", cf. J. Crowfoot, PEQ 59, 1927, 145; Crow- 
foot - FitzGerald 37-53, 81-4; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 34ff. 


Photo: IAA. 
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1060. Inscription incised on potsherd 


Potsherd with inscribed name, seemingly scratched after firing. The beginning is 
missing. Lunate sigma, ligature of omicron and upsilon at the end. 
Meas.: h 10, w 8 cm; letters 0.7-0.8 cm. 


Findspot: Mount Zion. Magen Broshi's excavation in Locus 30, Square 15, of the 
excavations area adjoining the Armenian Church of St. Saviour, the so-called 


"House of Caiaphas." 
Pres. loc.: Armenian Museum, Jerusalem. 


[JNAZTAXIOY 
[A]vactaciou 


(Property?) of Anastasius. 


Comm.: Perhaps the name of the owner of the 
vessel. 


Bibl.: Unpublished. - On the site, cf. M. Broshi, IEJ 26, 
1976, 81-8. 





Photo: Courtesy of S. Gibson. fig. 1060 
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1061. Incision of a Greek name on storage jar 


Described from a photo: Square letters. The beginning of the word is apparently 
lost in the break. It is not clear from the photo whether the end of the inscription 
is preserved. 


Findspot: Ramat Rahel, Stratum II (Byzantine-Early Islamic period) south of the 
church. 


[--JGAOP[--] 
[©e]wdwp[ov](?) 








(Property) of Theodorus(2). fig. 1061 


Comm.: The letters were incised on a storage jar, reg. no. 3605/1, but apparently 
this was not one of the whole vessels found in the area of the oil press (Loci 473, 
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488, 490). From the photograph, it appears to bea fragment, broken on the left side, 
so that the beginning of the word is missing. If this is the case, we might have part 
of the name. The exchange of long and short vowels is common in the Byzantine 
period. 


Bibl.: Y. Aharoni, Excavations at Ramat Rahel. Seasons 1961 and 1962, 1964, 16 pl. 4,4 (ph.) (ed. 
pr). - On the site, cf. P. Testini, in: Y. Aharoni ed., Excavations at Ramat Rahel, 1962, 73-92; 1964, 
101-6; Ovadiah, Corpus, 152f. no. 152; NEAEHL 4, 1993, 1261-7; TIR, 212, s.v. Ramat Rahel. 


Photo: Y. Aharoni, Excavations at Ramat Rahel, 1964, 16 pl. 4,4. 
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1062. Graffito on sherd 


Fragment of body of a vessel (jar?) with traces of ribbing. Four Greek letters incised 
in parallel with the ribbing. Triangular phi; ligature of omicron-upsilon. 
Meas.: h 7.5, w 6.7 cm; letters ca. 1 cm. 


Findspot: Ramat Shlomo. Chance find in an olive grove near a quarry of the Sec- 


ond Temple period. 
Pres. loc.: IAA. 


[--]OLAOY 
[--]otAou 
Of [--]philus. 


Comm.: In spite of the proximity to the quarry, the 
fragment has no connection with it. The ligature of the 
diphthong points to a date in the Byzantine period. 





Bibl.: Unpublished. - On the site, cf. Kloner, Survey of Jerusa- fig. 1062 
lem, 2001, 49*(e), 49(h) no. 116. 


Photo: D. Amit (dr.). 
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1063. Graffito on jar 
Fragment of jar body of brown ware, with three Greek letters deeply incised with a 
fine point before firing. 


Findspot: Jewish Quarter, Area R, west of the Cardo. 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 
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TAB 
ABO 
332(?). 


Comm.: The meaning is uncertain. The 
letters may represent a figure, 332, per- 
hapsa date? If so, it might bea year ofthe 
era of Provincia Arabia, corresponding 
to 437/8, or of the era of Eleutheropolis, 
corresponding to 530/31 CE. 


Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: Jewish Quarter Excava- 
tions IV 353 no. 22 (ed. pr.). 





Photo: Courtesy of H. Geva. fig. 1063 
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1064. Armenian graffito on pottery vessel 


The graffito was incised on the outer surface of a bowl. Four marks may be dis- 
cerned on this bowl. They were carelessly scratched into the bowl. 


Findspot: Morasha (Musrara) near the "Third Wall” on Route I in the dressing room 


ofthe baths north ofthe guest room, not far from the Eustathius Mosaic (see no. 817). 
Pres. loc.: IAA. 


QQUR 


Qqup 
Translit.: GGAB 


Comm.: Four marks were 
unskillfully scratched 
on the vessel after fir- 
ing. From left to right we 
may read four Armenian 
letters, the letter Q. “G” 
written twice in different positions and, following these two letters, the Armenian 
letter U, "A" and a partially preserved P “B.” These letters do not form any word, 
but are taken from the beginning of the alphabet (“ABG”) in the order “GGAB.” 





fig. 1064 
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The explanation may be that the author started to write the alphabet and wrote 
“AB.” Then he wrote a “G” on the other side of the “A” (for unknown reasons), but 
this “G” was imperfect, because the instrument slipped and made a long, irregular 
scratch. A bit further to the left, he then wrote another “G”, which is fairly perfect. 
Thus the first three letters are similarly orientated, while the fourth is not. 


Bibl.: M. Stone, Patmasirakan Hantes 137/38, 1993, 15-26 (Arm.) (ed. pr.). - D. Amit - S. Wolff, 
Qadmoniot 26, 1993, 52-6 (Hebr); M. Stone, in: N. Awde, Armenian Perspectives, 1997, 267; M. 
Stone - D. Amit, Cathedra 83, 1997, 43f. (Hebr.). 


Photo: Courtesy of D. Amit. 
MS 


1065. Stone cup inscribed in uncertain script, 1 c. CE 


Stone cup, inscribed in 
uncertain script or scripts 
on the exterior. “The ves- 
sel’s outer oblique sides 
were pared vertically from 
top to bottom leaving ap- 
proximately 21 or 22 facets 
of varying widths from 1.5 
to 2.5 cm. A set of deeply 
cut cross-grooves (each 
2-3 mm wide) appear di- 
agonally across the pared 
facets of the cup. Each fac- 
et ... is filled in with either 
lines of text ... or with a 
zigzag design ... . 10 lines 
of what was apparently an 
lldine inscription have 
been preserved wholly, or 
in part (3 lines are par- 
tial). The remaining 10 or 
11 facets of the vessel were 
apparently filled in with 
further zigzag markings” 
(ed. pr.). fig. 1065 
Meas.: h 11, 2 10 cm; let- 

ters 0.3-0.6 cm (ed. pr.). 





Findspot: East of the Zion Gate, in a 1 c. CE stratum. 
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Comm.: The cup was found in four pieces in the fill above the roof of an intact 1 
c. mikveh. Pfann in the ed. pr. interprets the inscription as a mystical text written 
in two or three different scripts. His readings are: 1.4: h, h, h, h. 1.5: 'dwny sbty lm‘n 
b[y]t yh “Lord, I have repented for the sake of the house of God”). 1.7: w, w, w, w, y, 
y y, y. 1.10: $, $, $, s. These readings and interpretation have not worn universal ap- 
proval, but we have no other decipherment to offer. 


Bibl.: S. Pfann, in: New Studies in the Archaeology of Jerusalem and its Region IV, 2010, *44-*53 
(ed. pr.). 


Photo: S. Pfann. 


EDD 


1066. Bulla of the Anastasis 


Badly preserved lead seal, showing Christ on 
one side, an inscription on the other; lunate 
sigma, w-shaped omega. 

Meas.: 2 3 cm. 

Pres. loc: Once at the Museum of Notre Dame de 
France, Jerusalem. 


THEA 
TIAZ[.] 
[]ETAZ[] 
Ox 





T£ &|ytac [Av|a]o v&c [e] vc 
(Seal) of the Holy Anastasis. 








oet Cs 


A CX A 
ACHR: 


ZACH 





fig. 1066.3 fig. 1066.2 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, Un musée Palestinien, 1907, 25f. fig. XLIV. 


Photo: J. Germer-Durand fig. XLIV; DK (dr.). 
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1067. Aniconic bulla with inscription 


Lead seal, aniconic. Lunate sigma and w-shaped omega. 


Meas.: @ 2.5 cm. 
Pres. loc.: SBF Museum, Jerusalem. 


Obv. (cross) OI 
KONO 
MOY 

Rev. ATÈ 
ANA 
TAXE 
Qs 





App. crit.: Rev. &(ytg) y) (iov) fig. 1067.1 (obv.) 
Manns. 


Obv. Oi|xovó|uou 
Rev. ay(ta)s | Avac|tace|ws 


(Seal) of the steward of the Holy Anastasis. 


Comm.: The oeconomus of a 
church was the man in charge 
of the church treasury, but since 
the Anastasis, ie. the Holy Sep- 
ulchre, was the seat of the pa- 
triarch of Jerusalem, possibly its 
steward was the steward of all the 
property of the Church of Jerusa- fig. 1067.2 (rev.) 
lem. From its simple style and the 

shape of the letters, the seal seems early rather than late. 





Bibl.: F. Manns, SBF 26, 1976, 234f. no. 23 fig. 28,23 (ed. pr.). - On the office of oeconomos of 
the Church, cf. Meimaris, Sacred Names 256-9; L. Di Segni, in: B. Bitton-Ashkelony - A. Kofsky 
eds., Christian Gaza in Late Antiquity, 2004, 57f. 


Photo: F. Manns pl. 28,23 (ph. and dr.). 
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1068. Bulla with bust of Christ and owner’s monogram 


Lead seal showing on one side (a) a bust of Christ with cruciform nimbus, his 
monogram to the left and to the right of the bust; square sigma; on side (b) the 
monogram of the owner of the seal in form of a cross with letters attached to the 
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ends of the bars of the cross; OY on the upper bar in ligature. Parts of the border of 
the seal at the top and the bottom are broken away, the one at the top affecting the 
nimbus on side (a) and the Y on side (b). 

Meas.: @ 2 cm (max.). 


Findspot: Mount of Olives, on the grounds of “Dominus Flevit”. 
Pres. loc.: Museum École Biblique, Jerusalem. 


(a) IX (bust) XX 
(b OY 
B (cross) N 
A 


App. crit.: (D BAMOY Bagatti. 


(a) 'I(no09)c X(ptovó)c 
(b) Ba(d)vou or B&vou 


(a) Jesus Christ. 
(b) (Seal) of Baanes or Banus. 


Comm.: Bagatti gave for inscription (b) only a reading 
of letters in counter-clockwise order starting with B, 
but made no suggestion how to read the proper name: 
"Con tali lettere si puó avere il nome del possessore 
che varia secondo l'accozzo delle lettere." 

He gave the letter to the right as M, but it should 
rather be read as N with the diagonal line attached to 
the middle of the right hasta (for a parallel, see G. Za- fig. 1068.2 (b) 
cos - A. Veglery, Byzantine Lead Seals I, 1972, pl. 195 
no. 2831). A personal name consisting of the letters B, A, N, O, Y can be resolved 
either as Ba(a)vou, genitive of Badvys, or Bávov, genitive of Bavos, Baanes being 
more frequently attested (see R. Feind, Byzantinische Monogramme und Eigenna- 
men, 2010, 70 with references; cf. PLRE IIIA 161 for a magister utriusque militiae 
of Heraclius named Baanes). 

Cross monograms appear from the middle of the 6 c. onward, while the geni- 
tive for the owner's name commonly is replaced by dative at the turn of 7 to 8 c. (cf. 
R. Feind, Byzantinische Monogramme 19f; id., Byzantinische Siegelkunde, 2010, 
132); thus an approximate time frame is set for the dating of the seal. The interpre- 
tation of this monogram remains uncertain. 





Bibl.: B. Bagatti, SBF 19, 1969, 222, 223 fig. 18,4 (ed. pr.). 


Photo: G. Nalbandian. 
DK/WE 
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1069. Bulla with cruciform monogram 


Lead seal bearing a cruciform Greek monogram within a double circular frame on 
each side. On the obverse (a) Germer-Durand reads the letters forming the name 
EAEYOEPIOY, but only the ligature of OY on top of the cross can be made out in 
the photo. On the reverse (b), some of the letters read by Germer-Durand can be 
made out, with O occupying the intersection of the arms of the cross, but the res- 
toration of the name by Germer-Durand is uncertain. 


Findspot: Found on the right (southwestern) slope of the ravine that begins near 
the Bethphage chapel and joins Wadi el-Lahm to the east. 


Pres. loc.: In possession of Fr. Federlin, superior of St. Anne's, at the time of publication. 
(a) 'EAeuOeptov(?) 
(b) BgoAtcvoc(?) 


(Seal) of Eleutherius 
(son) of Brolion. (2) 





fig. 1069.1 (a) fig. 1069.2 (b) 


Bibl.:J. Germer-Durand, EO 6, 1903, 353 (ph.) (ed. pr.). 


Photo: J. Germer-Durand, EO 6, 1903, 353. 
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1070. Bulla with cruciform monogram 


Lead seal with cruciform monograms on both sides, (a) on obverse, (b) on reverse. 
Pres. loc.: Once in the museum of Notre Dame de France. 


(a) OY 5 
T (cross) P 
H 
(b) OY r P 
T 
II (cross) P H 
X 


fig. 1070.1 
n ig (a) 
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(a) Tpynyopiou 5 
(b) matpidpyou 


(Seal) of Gregorius the patriarch. TT P 


Comm.: There was no patriarch named Gregorius in Jeru- 
salem, but a Gregorius was patriarch of Antioch from 570 to 
593 (V. Grumel, La chronologie, 1958, 447). 


fig. 1070.2 (b) 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, EO 14, 1911, 177 no. 3 (ed. pr.). 
Photo: J. Germer-Durand, EO 14, 1911, 177 no. 3 (dr.). 
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1071. Bulla of the patriarch of Jerusalem 


Large lead bulla picturing Christ raising Lazarus from the dead. On the back, six- 
line inscription surmounted by a cross, identifying the owner of the seal as pa- 
triarch Ioannes of Sion. Lunate sigma and w-shaped omega; inverted zeta in 1.2; 
ligature of omicron-upsilon in 1.4 and of double nu in 1.6; abbreviation marked with 
horizontal stroke in 1.4. 

Pres. loc.: In 1909, in Schlumberger’s private collection, part of which was donated to the Cabi- 
net des Médailles de la Bibliothèque nationale (Paris), part of which is said to have been sold to 
the Hermitage Museum, St. Petersburg. 


(cross) 

XoPATIX 
XoPATIZOKAI 
KYPOTAIIPA 
KTEATOYIITIAP 
XOYTHXXION 
IOANNOY 


Xópayis | eppayitw xal | xupd ta 
mpalxtéa tot m(a)c(p)t&p|xov tis Zio | 
"Iwavvou 





I the seal confirm and ratify the deeds of 
Ioannes the patriarch of Sion. 


fig. 1071.1 
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Comm.: Schlumberger tentatively identified 
this Ioannes patriarch of Jerusalem with Io- 
annes VII (Schlumberger, followed by Bagatti, 
mistakenly calls him Ioannes VI, 839-843), 
who held the see of Jerusalem from 964 to 966 
(Schlumberger mistakenly writes 969) and was 
burned alive by a Muslim mob after writing 
Emperor Nicephorus II Phocas, exhorting him 
to take Palestine from the Fatimid caliphs. But 
there were other patriarchs of Jerusalem called 
Ioannes in the period covered by this corpus: 
Ioannes III, 516-524 and Ioannes IV, 574-594. 
"Sion" here means Jerusalem, not the church of the Holy Sion. The cathedral of 
the patriarch was the Anastasis. The inscription on the seal is in iambic trimeters. 





fig. 1071.2 


Bibl.: G. Schlumberger, in: Florilegium Melchior de Vogüé, 1909, 567 no. 17 (ed. pr.). - B. Baga- 
tti, SBF 4, 1954, 308. 


Photo: G. Schlumberger, in: Florilegium Melchior de Vogüé, 1909, 567 (dr.). 
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1072. Bulla with cruciform monogram 


Lead seal. On the obverse, the Virgin standing with Jesus in her arms, between two 
crosses. On the reverse, cruciform Greek monogram. Lunate sigma. 


Findspot: Found in the excavations of the Assumptionists at the church of St. Peter 
in Gallicantu. 


Ot Pes 


T 
N (cross) È 


N L 


"Iovectvou 


(Seal) of Iustinus. fig. 1072 


Comm.: The name Iustinus is frequently encountered in the Late Roman and Byz- 
antine periods. No identification possible. 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, EO 14, 1911, 176f. no. 2 (ed. pr.). - On Mt. Zion, cf. Bieberstein - Bloe- 
dhorn 2, 114-27; Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 129*(e), 169(h) no. 405 (with bibl.). - Onthe 
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excavations of the Assumptionists, see C. Schick, PEQ 26, 1894, 15-9; J. Germer-Durand, RB 23, 
1914, 222-46; Ovadiah, Corpus Suppl. 1, 225f. no. 28; H. Geva, NEAEHL 2, 1993, 778; Kloner, 
Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 150*f.(e), 196f.(h) no. 478. 


Photo: J. Germer-Durand, EO 14, 1911, 176f. no. 2 (dr.). 
LDS 


1073. Bulla with monogram of Kosmas, 2nd half of 6 c. 


Lead seal of the single cruciform monogram type with an iconographic depiction 
- saint or virgin - on its obverse. 
Meas.: Ø 1.5 cm, wt 2.7 gm. 


Findspot: In a drainage channel dated to the Late Byzantine period (6-7 c.) by con- 


temporary coins and ceramic ware during excavations in the City of David (2009). 
Pres. loc.: IAA. 


(cross) (above) K, (at center) O, (below) [.], (to the left) 
M, (to the right) A 


w 


Ko[c]u& 
(Seal) of Cosmas. 


Comm.: Attached to the seal's four-legged 
cross and its center are five Greek letters. 
Three of them are clearly readable: M to the 
left, K above, O at center. Remains of an A to fig. 1073.1 
the right are visible. The letter below is miss- 
ing. The monogram is identical to a previously 
published type (G. Zacos - A. Veglery, Byzan- 
tine Lead Seals, vol. I, 1972 nos. 407, 1529, 1530, 
2076 with pls. 55, 114, 144, 237 no. 281; PLRE 
IIIB 1564 no. 191) which allows reconstructing 
the missing letter as lunate sigma. The mono- 
gram plainly reads the Greek name KOZMA 
(Cosmas) in the genitive case. Documents and 
inscriptions indicate that the name was a fa- 
miliar one during the Byzantine period, and 
continued to be among Christian inhabitants fig. 1073.2 
of Muslim-ruled Palestine and Syria as exemplified by Cosmas Melodus, Bishop of 
Maiuma (born ca. 700), a resident of Jerusalem and Gaza. The name seems to have 
been quite common under the Byzantine Empire, as is shown by its presence on a 
large variety of seals of Byzantine officials between the sixth and ninth centuries 
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CE (Zacos - Veglery, p. 1835f., 1872). It also appears frequently on a large group of 
6-7 c. seals found on Cyprus (D. M. Metcalf, Byzantine Lead Seals from Cyprus, 
2004, 578). The relative popularity of the name can also be deduced from the ap- 
pearance on at least five different varieties of monogram-type seals, among them 
an earlier box monogram variety dated to the 5-early 6 c. (Zacos - Veglery, pl. 236f. 
nos. 279-83). 


Bibl.: R. Kool, A Byzantine Lead Seal from the City of David Excavations, Atiqot (forthcoming). 


Photo: RK. 
RK 


1074. Bulla of Paulus the deacon 


Lead seal with a Greek inscription of three lines encircled by a leafy wreath on each 
side. In the inscription on the obverse (a) omicron-upsilon in ligature, kappa with 
abbreviation mark; in inscription (b) on the reverse stigma for xai at the beginning, 
rho at the end with abbreviation mark. 


Findspot: Mount of Olives. 


ee IITTAY 


AK 


(b) SAP 
TYPO A 


TIP 


(a) [II]av|Aou ót|ax(óvov) A K 


(b) (xat) &p|yupo|mp(&x ov) 
fig. 1074.1 (a) 
(a)+(b) (Seal) of Paulus, deacon and banker. 


Comm.: An identical specimen in G. Schlumberg- S A P 

er, Sigillographie de l'empire byzantin, 1884, 388. 

Apyupompaxtys or àpyuponpátYc is a dealer in money 

or money changer. Schlumberger wondered at his r y P 

also being a deacon, but this is quite normal: respect- 

able members of society could take the lower order of 

the Church, without leaving their profession or aim- TI 

ing at an ecclesiastical career. 

Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, EO 14, 1911, 176 no. 1 (ed. pr.). fig. 1074.2 (b) 


Photo: J. Germer-Durand, EO 14, 1911, 176 no. I (dr.). 
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1075. Lead seal with monogram 


Lead seal, rather worn. On both sides appears the same (?) Greek monogram. 
Germer-Durand’s reading is tentative. 


Findspot: Found in the Kidron, a little beyond (south) of Bir el-Ayub (cf. Kloner, 
Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 155*(e), 200(h) no. 486). 


Pres. loc.: At the time of publication in the possession of Fr. Federlin, superior of St. Anne’s. 
P(?) 


N (cross) OY 
A 


Notaptou(?) 





(Seal) of ... notary. (?) 
fig. 1075.1 


Comm.: The obverse face is more worn than the re- 
verse and it is possible that it bore a different mono- 
gram, with the name of the owner of the seal, a notary. 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, EO 6, 1903, 353 (ed. pr.). - Thomsen 
I no. 211. 





Photo: J. Germer-Durand, EO 6, 1903, 353. fig. 1075.2 
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1076. Fragment of Greek bread stamp 


Fragment of bread stamp with a carved decoration. A groove skirting the edge and 
a row of small holes running almost parallel to it form a border, on the smooth sur- 
face of which are engraved eight letters, ending with a sprig. Judging by the curve, 
the fragment is less than a quarter of the original round stamp. The inscription 
is in mirror script, which would produce a readable text on the dough, except for 
the nu that would appear reversed. Some remains of the central decoration of the 
stamp are visible, apparently representing the folds of a priestly mantle. According 
to Germer-Durand, this is “une piéce caractéristique des vétements sacerdotaux 
dans le rite oriental." W-shaped omega. 


Findspot: Mount Zion, among the surface debris in the church complex excavated on 
the property ofthe Augustine Fathers ofthe Assumption (St. Peter in Gallicantu); see 
introduction to nos. 801-807. 
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[--JTONTPION (sprig) [--] 


App. crit.: Tév vpi&v [tepdpywv] with sprig separating 
the two halves of the script Germer-Durand, Thomsen. 


[EvAoyta?] tæv tpr &% [--] 


Blessing(?) of the three ... 





fig. 1076 


Comm.: Germer-Durand translated “Of the 

three Church Fathers", with reference to the three great theologians, Basilius of 
Caesarea, Gregorius of Nazianzus and John Chrysostom. We suggest supplement- 
ing evAoyta at the beginning, probably preceded by a cross. Also a longer text: 
EvaAoyia tot K(upio)u web’ vuv xai vv vpi&v [--] seems possible. 

Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, EO 9, 1906, 132 no. V (dr.) (ed. pr.). - Id., RB 23, 1914, 225 pl. 6,4; Thom- 


sen I no. 253; Vincent-Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 3, 509 pl. 53,12; Thomsen II no. 253; Bieberstein 
- Bloedhorn 2, 291 (15). - On bread stamps, cf. G. Galavaris, Bread and the Liturgy, 1970. 


Photo: Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 3, pl. 53 fig. 12. 
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1077. Eucharistic bread stamp 


Wooden stamp with handle and a square basis, divided into four quadrants. The 
upper right and lower right quadrants have engraved crisscross lines; on the left, 
the upper quadrant has an incised chi, and the lower an incised nu. 

Meas.: 5x5 cm 


Findspot: In a rock-hewn room east of the church of Dominus Flevit. 
X 

N 
X(pıoTtòç) 
vind) 


Christ conquers! 





Comm.: The room - 
contained an oven, fig. 1077.1 
and the stamp was 

evidently used to mark eulogia bread and eucharist 
bread. The acclamation: “Christ conquers” or “The 
cross conquers”, which recalls the famous episode 
of Constantine’s vision on the eve of the battle at the 
Milvian Bridge (Eusebius, Vita Constantini I, 28), is 
common on liturgical furnishing and implements. 





fig. 1077.3 
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Bread stamps of this type are still in use by the Greek Church. The stamp was left 
here when the building was abandoned, and may belong to the late phase of its 
existence, in the 9 c., but as this kind of artefacts have a long usefulness, the stamp 
may have been made when the church and monastery were first erected, in the 7 c. 


Bibl.: B. Bagatti, SBF 6, 1955/56, 265f., fig. 9 (ed. pr.). - On bread stamps, see G. Galavaris, Bread 
and the Liturgy, 1970. - On the site, see introduction to nos. 824.-827. 


Photo: B. Bagatti, SBF 6, 1955/56, 256 fig. 9. 
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1078. Stone mould or stamp 


Broken disc of hard stone; a little less than half is missing. Concentric circles are 
engraved around a central dot. Between the first and second circle from the centre, 
letters are carved in mirror script. 

Meas.: 2 12.5 cm; letters 1,4 cm. 


Findspot: Mount Zion, among the surface debris in the excavations in the property 
ofthe Augustine Fathers of the Assumption (St. Peter in Gallicantu). 
Pres. loc.: Once in the museum of Notre Dame de France. 


[--][BEPIO |] 


App. crit.: [T]tgepto[u] or [A]tBepto[u] Germer-Durand. 
The last letter may be omega rather than omicron. 


[(Mov$jc) tév] TBeptc[v] 
(Of the monastery) of the Iberians. 


Comm.: Germer-Durand judged the stone to be a 
mould for casting tin or bronze. However, its size 
does not seem suitable for making tokens. The ac- 
tual location of the artefact is unknown, and since 
Germer-Durand does not describe the back of the 
stone it is impossible to ascertain if it may not have 
been a stamp instead. Germer-Durand dated the artefact to the Roman period, but 
if the reading we suggest is accepted, the object belonged to the monastery of the 
Iberians in Jerusalem and can be ascribed to the Byzantine period. On the mon- 
astery of the Iberians near David’s Tower, see no. 1000 and the bibliography there. 





fig. 1078 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, EO 9, 1906, 131f. no. 4 (ed. pr.). - Thomsen I no. 254. 


Photo: J. Germer-Durand, no. 4 (ph.). 
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1079. Limestone mould for production of ampullae 


Two-faced mould of gray limestone, with a round shallow hollow on each face; 
on top of the circle is a shallow rectangular socket, tapering slightly downward, 
adorned with an engraved bird within an arch. In each hollow a biblical scene is 
engraved within a circular frame; a Greek mirror-like inscription runs within the 
frame in counter-clockwise direction. In the lower part of the mould is a funnel- 
shaped indentation, through which the melted metal would be poured into the 
mould. Two holes in each face of the mould served to fix the mould to another 
for the production of an ampulla. The “back” half could bear another scene or it 
could be aniconic. Face A represents Abraham standing, haloed, holding a knife 
over the head of Isaac kneeling; on the left side is an altar with a flaming fire; on 
the right side is the ram, tied to a tree. Over the halo encircling Abraham's head is a 
small cross within the frame, marking the beginning of inscription (a). The letters 
are widely spaced. Face B represents Daniel haloed, in prayer between two lions; 
over the haloed head, within the frame, is a small cross marking the beginning 
of inscription (b). The letters are separated by vertical ladder-shaped elements. A 
second mirror-like inscription (c) in smaller letters runs along the inner edge ofthe 
frame, on both sides of Daniel's head. Lunate sigma in (b) and (c). 

Meas.: h 9.3, w 6, d 2.6 cm; letters 0.3 cm within the frame, 0.2 cm in the inner 
inscription in face B. 


Findspot: In the village of Silwan, according to the antiquities merchant who of- 
fered it for sale to the SBF Museum. 





fig. 1079.1 fig. 1079.2 


Face A: (a) (cross) EYAOTIATOYABPAAM 
Face B: (b) (cross) EYAOTTATOYAANIHAOX 
(c) OATIOZAANIHA 
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fig. 1079.3 


App. crit.: (b) tob Aaya Piccirillo; AavitA = Aavi<y>A SEG. 











SS 
N 


Face A: (a) EvAoyia tot ABpadu WY 
Face B: (b) EtAoyta tot AavijAoc 


(c) 'O dytos Aavina 





P 






TC 


EpL 









Face A: (a) Blessing of Abraam. 
Face B: (b) Blessing of Daniel. 
(c) Saint Daniel. 







x 





WA 





Comm.: Eulogiae — souvenir to- 
kens or miniature flasks (ampul- 
lae) filled with holy water or oil — were sold or given out at pilgrim sites, and in many 
cases they bore a vignette and/or an inscription indicating which holy site (usually a 
church) handed them out. A fragment ofa similar, aniconic mould for ampullae was 
unearthed in 1903 in the Latin cemetery on Mount Zion (Piccirillo 585f. fig. 2). As 
Piccirillo pointed out, the finding of these moulds attests that Jerusalem was a centre 
of production of eulogiae, and the subjects represented on the two-faced mould in- 
dicate that the ampullae made there were marketed in different places, both located 
outside the Holy City. The main centres of Abraham’s cult were at the Tombs of the 
Patriarchs in Hebron and at the Oak of Mamre, where Abraham received the an- 
gels in his tent. Admittedly, since earlier times the Church Fathers interpreted the 
binding of Isaac in Gen 22 as a figure of Christ and a paradigm of the crucifixion 


fig. 1079.5 


F. Instrumentum domesticum 459 


(Epistle of Barnabas 7,3 [The Apostolic Fathers, ed. M. Holmes, 1999, 292f.|; the same 
theme also in Irenaeus, Tertullian, Clement and Origen), and the place of Isaac's sac- 
rifice, Mount Moriah, was located on the Temple Mount; but there was no Christian 
sanctuary on the Temple Mount in the Byzantine period, nor was Abraham com- 
memorated at the Holy Sepulchre. As to Daniel, the Piacenza Pilgrim (Itinerarium, 
Recensio altera 32, CCSL 175, 168f.) locates the lions’ den into which Daniel had been 
cast somewhere east of Eleutheropolis, perhaps near Beth Zur. In fact, a cave with 
graffiti representing the scene of Daniel in the lions’ den (Dn 6,16-24) was discovered 
at Tel Lavin, northeast of Eleutheropolis (B. Zissu, RB 106, 1999, 563-73). Thus the 
ampullae produced with one or the other face of in the two-faced mould would have 
been marketed to pilgrims in holy places located along the Jerusalem-Hebron road. 


Bibl.: M. Piccirillo, SBF 44, 1994, 585-90 (ed. pr). - SEG 44, 1359; BE 1996, 488. 
Photo: M. Piccirillo, SBF 44, 1994, 585-90 pls. 47-49 (ph. and dr.). 
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1080. Mould for eulogia tokens with inscription 


Fragment of a two-faced mould of limestone, round, with a projecting rim sur- 
rounding a slightly sunken inner disk. On face A, grid over animal figure (a donkey 
or horse), and other unidentified elements; Greek inscription (a) in mirror script on 
the disk, skirting the outer rim. On face B, same inscription (b), incomplete, and 
unidentified decoration. Both faces, and especially B, are badly battered. Inscrip- 
tions and decoration are made with a fine sharp instrument, producing a very thin, 
shallow incision. 

Meas.: @ 15.5, (inner disk) 12.5 cm; w (projecting rim) 1.5 cm; d (rim) 3.5 cm; depth 
of central depression 0.5 cm; letters 0.5 cm. 


Findspot: In excavations in the Mamilla neighbourhood in 1995. Found in a fill un- 
der a road along and over the channel joining the Mamilla Pool and Hezekiah's Pool, 
near Jaffa Gate. A fragment of early Byzantine tile stamped Eipy|viwv (see App. 52*a) 
was discovered in the same fill. 
Pres. loc.: Har Hotzvim, IAA. 


(a) AEXOME[--] 
(b) AEXO[--] 


(a) Aéyoue [--] 
(b) Aéxo[ue --] 





(a) and (b) I hail... fig. 1080.1 (a) 
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Comm.: The text represents a phonetic spelling of déyouat. A two-faced mould, pre- 
served at the University of Toronto Art Center and reportedly found near Jerusalem 
(first published by M. Frazer in: K. 
Weitzmann ed., Age of Spirituality, 
1979, 583f. no. 522), bears on one of the 
faces an enthroned figure and the in- 
scription Aéyoue xatpav THV ovpaviay, 
“I hail rejoicing the heavenly one” (For 
a different interpretation, see Gregg). 
The artifact was interpreted by Frazer 
as a mould for eulogia bread cakes. 
However, the only material that could 
take an impression from these moulds fig. 1080.2 (b) 
is molten metal. The reason for carv- 

ing two different scenes on a single stone could not be economy, as limestone is cheap, 
but rather to enable an itinerant craftsman to carry one mould with which he could 
produce two different tokens in different places and for different clients. Lead and tin 
melt at a very low temperature, and a craftsman provided with a lump of metal, an oil 
lamp and a number oftwo-faced moulds could provide a variety of souvenirs, fitted for 
the place where he happened to be practicing his craft at any given time. For a similar 
case - a two-faced mould for casting metal ampullae — see no. 1079. One should con- 
clude, therefore, that the Mamilla fragment showed two different scenes, each with an 
acclamation hailing whatever holy figure was represented in each. 





Bibl.: E. Assaf, Atiqot, forthcoming (ed. pr.). - Cf. id. - Y. Billig, ESI 19, 1999, 64 (= HA 107, 1997, 
91 [Hebr.]). C£. R.C. Gregg, in: G. Kalantzis - Th.F. Martin eds., Studies on Patristic Texts and 
Archaeology: If these stones could speak... Essays in Honor of Dennis Edward Groh, 2009, 
111-62. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 
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1081. Dedication on a polycandelon 


Three fragments of a polycandelon (a plate according to Bagatti): round disk of 
yellowish ware, with round holes in the border, 6.5 cm wide. The largest fragment 
has an incised cross with the abbreviated nomina sacra; below, the beginning ofthe 
dedicatory inscription which ran under the row of holes. The other two fragments 
bear incised letters of the same size and on the same level with those of the begin- 
ning of the inscription. Remains of red paint. On the back, hooks for hanging the 
polycandelon. Lunate sigma. 

Meas.: 2 38 cm; letters 1.2 cm. 


Findspot: ‘Ein Kerem, found in the fill, stratum b, of cistern M. 
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IXXX 

(cross) 

Yxev E 
YTI[--JNNOY[--JTTAY[--]° 


I(nood)¢ X(piortò)s | 
u(id)¢ O (s0)9. | Yn [2p 
captas Iw] &vvou 
[--xai] Hav [Aou --] fig. 1081 





Jesus Christ, son of God. For the salvation of Ioannes ... and Paulus ... 


Comm.: For the dating of the cistern and stratum, see Bagatti 70f. 


Bibl.: Bagatti, Santuario 82 pl. 23 ph. 51 (ed. pr.). - On the site, see introduction to nos. 849-853. 
Photo: Bagatti, Santuario pl. 23 fig. 51. 
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1082. Dedication on a polycandelon 


Inscription incised along the rim of a round, concave plate made of red ware. 
The script occupies about two fifths of the border and has crosses at the be- 
ginning and the end. The letters 
vary considerably in size. The 
plate was found together with 
a round, bronze lamp-holder 
of a slightly smaller diameter 
with hanging chains, which was 
probably part of the same poly- 
candelon. 

Meas.: @ 30 cm. 


Findspot: Found at the bottom 
of a cistern in the church com- 
plex excavated in the property 
of the Augustine Fathers of the 
Assumption (St. Peter in Galli- 
cantu). 





fig. 1082.1 
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(cross) OATIOZOEOAQTIOSMONHSIOQZSH®TAMHNOZ (cross) 
‘O &ytoc Oecdwatos ovis Iwan tanervós 


Saint Theodosius; humble Ioseph of (this) monastery (tr. Germer-Durand) or: 
Humble Joseph of the monastery of St. Theodosius (Vincent - Abel). 


Comm.: The mention of St. Theodosius 
indicates that the ovy, of which Joseph 
was a resident was Deir Dosi, the mon- 
astery of Theodosius the Coenobiarch 
not far from the Holy City, to the south- 
east. Joseph obviously donated the lamp 
in honour of the founder of his monas- 
tery. The Greek Menologies, including 
two manuscipts in the Greek patriarch- 
ate of Jerusalem, attest that the anniver- 
sary of St. Theodosius’ death, January 
11, was celebrated “in the apostoleion 
of St. Peter”. Germer-Durand surmised 
that this was a sanctuary of St. Peter in fig. 1082.2 
Jerusalem, and therefore identified the 

ruins where the polycandelon was found with the church that, according to sources 
from the 6-13 c. (Baldi, Enchiridion, 562-74, esp. nos. 835-837, 839-857, 859, 861, 
863-864), stood on the site where, after the cock crowed, Peter wept in repentance. 
The descriptions of the pilgrims indeed locate the church of St. Peter called *Gal- 
licantus” on this site: thus, if the identification of the ruins is correct, the in- 
scribed lamp indicates an early connection between St. Theodosius’ monastery 
and St. Peter’s church. 

The rather strange construction of the sentence can be interpreted in various 
ways. Germer-Durand understood it in the sense that the monastery of St. Theo- 
dosius, and the monk Joseph on its behalf, had jointly offered the polycandelon; 
Vincent thought that the phrase was vulgar Greek for “Joseph of the monastery 
of St. Theodosius”. A third possible interpretation is that &ytoc Oeodwotog meant 
that the lamp was to be used in a place (side chapel?) dedicated to the veneration of 
this saint, or on the occasion of his feast, while the following - indeed badly con- 
structed - refers to the donor, who belonged to the monastery of St. Theodosius. 
Germer-Durand (1909, 76, 308) dated the inscription to the second half of the 5 
c. on palaeographical grounds, while Vincent, followed by Thomsen, maintained 
that the ungrammatical Greek pointed to a late date, in the 8 or 9 c. This argument 
is not decisive, for monks from all parts converged on the monastery of Theodosius 
and no doubt many of them were not fluent in Greek. The letters show none of the 
characteristics of the 8-9 c. and their shape better suits a date in the 6 c. or perhaps 
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in the early 7 c. Germer-Durand's early date, on the other hand, is unlikely, for 
Theodosius the Coenobiarch would not have been called dyto¢ before his death 
in 529. St. Theodosius’ monastery was in existence until the 14 c., but in 809 and 
813, together with several other monasteries of the Judaean Desert, it was sacked 
(Theoph., Chron. AM 6301, 6305, ed. de Boor 484, 499; Vailhé, Repertoire, 286-9). 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, EO 12, 1909, 75f. (ed. pr.). - Id., EO 12, 1909, 308f. L. Vincent, RB 18, 
1909, 495f.; J. Germer-Durand, RB 23, 1914, 229f.; Thomsen I no. 235; Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem 
nouvelle 3, 486f., 507f. fig. 180; Abel, DACL 2360 fig. 6189; Thomsen II no. 235; Bieberstein - 
Bloedhorn 2, 291 (14). On the site, see introduction to nos. 801-807. 


Photo: J. Germer-Durand, RB 23, 1914, 229 fig.8; Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle 2-3, 487 
fig.180 (dr.). 
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1083. Greek and Armenian inscriptions on a stone bowl 


Decorated stone bowl with four handles. An Armenian inscription (a) is written in 
uncial script around the body of the bowl. It is cut very deeply and regularly into 
the stone and contrasts with the Greek inscription (b) around the rim which was 
lightly incised and deteriorated to the extent of becoming illegible (see comm.). 
Lunate sigma and w-shaped omega. 

Meas.: 2 31 cm; letters 1.5 cm. 


Findspot: 350 m north of the Damascus Gate in the chapel of the “Bird Mosaic" in 
Musrara. 
Pres. loc.: Museum of the Armenian Patriarchate, Jerusalem. 


(a) 3U 8U S^ UO 
UU U? OP US SN PU Ur Qu, 
U'U^, UM SU UU UM, TAU YAUN GEL 

(b) OA H +++++ ME-AOYZON MEE N +A++IOQN Ac-42ON ++vacat? 
NTLAN+AH++A MOY - 


(a) JU pu unn wó | Uw w? óh dun unn pw wn qq | dwn nn nw wu 
Uud nnu uqun tti: 

(b) OA H +++++ ME dotiowy we EN +A++ION Ac 2XON ++vacat? 
NITLAN+AH++A MOY - 


Translit.: (a) ys k‘s tr ac | ma a? ci mt to t‘a ar gv | mal of ta ant‘ vav dos wgmr eel 


(a) Jesus Christ Lord God... 
(b) ... who will cleanse me .... 
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fig. 1083.1 (a) fig. 1083.2 (a) 





fig. 1083.5 (a) fig. 1083.6 (b) 


Comm.: G. Foerster has remarked that the bowl resembles a late Roman stone bowl. 
Around the rim there is the Greek inscription which is indecipherable, except for 
individual letters. The bowl with its inscription is quite unique, so far as we know. 
The Armenian inscription is written in four parts around the bowl but the inscrip- 
tion however makes no sense except for the nomina sacra. Each part is composed 
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of a single nomen sacrum at the center of the top, and two lines of writing on 
both sides of a decorative, raised diamond. 1.1 has the four nomina sacra 3hunLU, 
&nhuuinU, SEC, U.uuinLuJO" “Jesus, Christ, Lord, God”. The collocation and 
order are standard. The other lines are absolutely clear, except for the second half 
of 1.2 on side one. This appears to be ayb followed by another letter, not clearly 
written, and perhaps a correction. We have found no explanation, however, for the 
inscription, and offer no interpretation of the whole. 

Most of the Greek letters are illegible or uncertain. The inscription may per- 
haps contain an invocation to God for the salvation of the donor. 





< 
fig. 1083.8 (b) 
Bibl.: M. Stone, Epigraphica Hierosolymitana Armeniaca IX, REArm 30, 2005/07, 343f. (ed. pr. 
of Armenian inscription); Greek unpublished. 

Photo: A. and N. Graicer. MS/LDS/EDD 
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1084. Bronze disk with inscriptions 


Bronze disk, consisting of a central cross ina circular frame. The cross has split and 
curling ends (cross moline) and bears two inscriptions. (a) incised crosswise, and 
(b) incised on the circular frame, 
beginning near the end of the right 
arm of the cross. Lunate sigma and 
w-shaped omega. Stigma for (xat) 
between the two names. 

Meas.: Ø 13 cm. 


Findspot: Eastern slope of the Mount 
of Olives, near Bethany. 

Pres. loc.: Formerly in the collection the 
Russian archimandrite Antonin. 


(a) ® 
ZOH 
2 





fig. 1084 


(b AFIAMAPIA(MAPOAIIPOXZAESETHNKAPIIOOOPIANONKXTIINOZKI 


(a) $c bor, 
(b) Ayia Mapia (xal) Máp8a, npoca£E ai thv xapnodoplay àv K(pto)c 


yi<y>v"@ 'ox«e» (sc. T óvóua ca) 


(a) Light, Life. 
(b) Saint Maria and Martha, accept the offering of those whose (names) the Lord knows. 


Comm.: The combination “light, life" beside a cross, or arranged in the shape of 
a cross, is a reference to Jn 1,4, "In him (sc., the Logos) was life, and the life was 
the light of men". The cross or crosswise disposition of the words obviously repre- 
sented Christ, the Logos. It occurs on mosaic pavements of churches and on lintels 
(e.g. on lintels in the Golan Heights: Gregg - Urman 120, 157, nos. 99, 121; in the 
baptistery at Hippos: C. Epstein - V. Tzaferis, Atiqot 20, 1991, 91; at Elusa: SEG 44, 
1652), not solely in ecclesiastic buildings, since it probably had an apotropaic func- 
tion. As such it appears also on amulets (e.g. a cross-shaped pendant from Ascalon: 
H. Vincent, RB 12, 1903, 611 no. 17), lamps (SEG 42, 1385), and outside Palestine 
also on tombstones (cf. Felle, Biblia epigraphica 602 nos. A1016-A1017). Since the 
second inscription makes it clear that the object was presented to a church, it was 
probably used as an inlay for some part of the liturgical furniture. Similar inlays - 
though smaller and devoid of inscriptions - were actually discovered in churches 
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(e.g. at Shavei Zion and Ramat Rahel: Y. Israeli - D. Mevorah eds., Cradle of Chris- 
tianity, 2000, 137, 221). 

At least two holy places in Bethany and its vicinity were dedicated to the mem- 
ory of Mary and Martha, sisters of Lazarus, and the disk may have been offered in 
either. The use of the singular when two holy persons are invoked is quite common, 
as is the formula “those whose names the Lord knows", referring to a group of do- 
nors (cf. nos. 854 and bibliography there, 869). Here the last words were omitted 
because of lack of space, a hint that the formula was so well known that it could be 
recognized in a curtailed form. 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, RB 1, 1892, 587f. no. 54 (ed. pr.). 
Photo: J. Germer Durand, RB 1, 1892, 588 (dr.). 
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1085. Bronze medallion with monogram and invocation, 6-7 c. CE 


Monogram and inscription on double sided bronze medallion, presumably part of 
a larger chain or pendant hung around the wearer’s neck. The cruciform-shaped 
monogram is incised on one of the oval surfaces of the medallion; the inscription 
is engraved on the circular edge of the medallion. OY in ligature in monogram, 
lunate sigma in circular inscription. 

Meas.: h 2.2, w 1.4 cm, wt 3.83 gm; letters 2 mm. 


Findspot: In a standing pit of a rock cut burial cave in ‘Ein Yael, filled with human 


skeletons and Byzantine period lamps, potsherds and glass vessels. 
Pres. loc.: IAA. 





fig. 1085.1 fig. 1085.2 


Monogram: (cross) (below) A, (to the right) K, (to the left) PX, (above) OY 
Circular inscription: (cross) ATIAMAP HMTIZBOI 


Monogram: Axptcíou or 'Apcáxou 
Circular inscription: Ayia Map(ta) 7 u6,)cv(»9) T91)o(09) Q(o7))0(e)t 
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Monogram: (Property of) Acrisius, or (of) Arsaces. 
Circular inscription: Holy Maria Mother of Jesus, help (your servant). 





fig. 1085.3 





fig. 1085.4 


Comm.: Monogram: All the let- 
ters except the one attached to 
the left leg are clearly legible. On 
the right leg K; lower leg A; up- 
per leg OY. An attempt to read 
the left leg as a B seems futile 
since both the upper and low- 
er segments lack closures. It is 
more convincing to read it here 
as a poorly incised P, in combi- 
nation with a lunate sigma. The 
cross could include the letter I. 
The name Akrisios was a fairly 
common one (SEG 35, 1302), 
used also in Byzantine Palestine 
and Syria (SEG 38, 1652, from 
Gerasa). Another possibility is 3 
Arsaces, a name of Armenian/ fig. 1085.5 
Persian origin (SEG 26, 1839; 30, 

1508; 41, 1799). Three officials, among them the Patriarch of Constantinople (404- 
5) are documented with this name in the fifth century (PLRE II 151f.). Usually 
pendants/medallions similar to this were either religious or amuletic in character 
(A. Hamburger, IEJ 9, 1959, 43ff.). The simplicity of the monogram and use of the 
possessive genitive - the letters OY on the monogram’s upper leg - possibly indi- 
cate that the name is that of the pendant's owner. 






HMTIC 68! 
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Circular inscription: Under a powerful microscope one can observe that each 
of the individual letters consist of minute stops drilled into the metal which were 
thereafter connected to form the letter. A number ofthe letters are virtually effaced 
which makes the inscription difficult to read. The inscription is a simple invoca- 
tion, similar to the ones found occasionally on common rings and bracelets from 
Byzantine Palestine (L. Jalabert, MUSJ 2, 1907, 315f. no. 113; M. Piccirillo, Chiese 
e mosaici della Giordania settentrionale, 1981, 26, 32) in which the owner invoked 
the name ofa saint or holy person for good fortune or help. 


Bibl.: R. Kool, A Byzantine Period Pendant from Ein-Ya'al, Atiqot (forthcoming). 


Photo: C. Amit, IAA photogr. dep.; IAA, C. Hersch (dr.). 
RK 


1086. Inscribed bezel of copper ring 


Greek inscription of five lines, engraved in the flat circular bezel ofa ring of copper 
alloy. The inscription is incised within a trapezoid frame; shallow stigmas in 11.2, 
3 and 5 mark truncation of the names. Outside the frame, three marks are incised 
on each side, which may represent a repetition of the owner's name, in monogram 
form and upside down. One mark resembles a theta, another an omicron, two a 
monogrammed OY, and two crossed squares may contain an angular epsilon, a 
delta and a lambda; V-shaped upsilon. 

Meas.: 2 (bezel) 1.4 cm. 


Findspot: Temple Mount Excavations, Area XV, Locus 15008, among the debris on 
the pavement of the central courtyard of the Monastery of the Virgins (see Temple 


Mount Excavations II pls. I,1 and 2). 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 





fig. 1086.1 fig. 1086.2 


@EOAO 
YAfOA 
YOBPO 
AYB 

Pf 


App. crit.: 9&68ovA(oc) 'OA |o p(toc) 'O Avf|pt(ov) ed. pr. The upright marks resemblings iotas in 
11.2, 3 and 5 are really shallow stigmas. 


470 Late Antiquity, from Constantine to the Arab conquest 
Gso8o|0A (ov) OA|vBp(tov) 'O|Av|pt(ov) 


(Property) of Theodulus Olybrius (son) of Olybrius. 


Bibl.: L. Di Segni in: SEG 49, 2066 (ed. pr., from ph. and dr. in: E. Mazar, The Monastery of the 
Virgins. Byzantine Period. Temple Mount Excavations in Jerusalem, 1999, 11). - L. Di Segni, in: 
Temple Mount Excavations II 124 no. 5 pl. I 19,5 (ph., dr.); SEG 53, 1864. 


Photo: Courtesy of E. Mazar. 
LDS 


1087. Bronze artifact, possibly door knocker 


Bronze artifact, possibly a door knocker. No measurements given. Name incised in 
elegant oval letters; w-shaped omega. 


Findspot: Found in Bliss's excavations in the Tyropoeon Valley, probably those of 
the Byzantine church near the Siloam Pool. 


ANTONIO[--] 


App. crit.: Avrovto[c] Thomsen. 
Avtwvto[u mp(oodopa)?] 


(Offering) of Antonius (2) or (Property) 
of Antonius (2). 


Comm.: The size of the artefact is un- 
known but, given the tapering shape of 
the surviving part, the missing piece on 
the right cannot have been very large. 
Thomsen restores a simple nominative, 
but restoring a genitive is preferable; ei- 
ther the inscription denoted property, 
or it was the dedicatory inscription of some object, both instances requiring a geni- 
tive. Ifthe inscription indicated the owner (as might be the case if the fragment be- 
longed to the handle ofa scale or a piece of furniture), no other word is necessary. If 
it was a dedication, the common ligature IIP would have followed the name. For an 
inscribed door knocker, probably donated to a synagogue, probably from northern 
Samaria, see SEG 44, 1364 = 46, 2052. 





fig. 1087 


Bibl.: F. Bliss - A. Dickie, Excavations at Jerusalem 1894-1897, 1898, 268f. (dr.) (ed. pr.). - P. 
Thomsen, ZDPV MN 14, 1908, 84 fig. 9 (dr.); Thomsen I no. 212. 


Photo: F. Bliss - A. Dickie, 268f. (dr.). 
LDS 
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Funerary inscriptions 


1088. Ossuary of Alexa son of Shalom with Aramaic and 
Hebrew inscription, 1 c. BCE - 1 c. CE 


Hard limestone ossuary with flat lid, undecorated, with two-line inscription in 
formal Jewish script, letters well-formed, blue paint inside lines; lamed with long 
tail extending upwards, rounded final mem (ed. pr. and ph.). 

Meas.: h 35, w ca. 70 cm; length of inscription ca. 37 cm (taken from photo). 


Findspot: Kiryat Shmuel. 


Pres. loc.: In situ, buried. 


No25NnhnambvaiNbD2OoN 
mpnnmioovWmas 


noa mbv ^3 RDN 
WWW AT | NOD’ 
mipan 





fig. 1088.1 


Translit.: 'Iks' br šlwm brt 'Iks' | rwr &ytlnw mmqwmw 


Aleksa son of Shalom daughter of Aleksa. Cursed is the one who takes him from his 
(resting-)place. 


Comm.: A rock-hewn 
burial cave typical of the 
late Second Temple pe- 
riod was discovered in 
the course of construction 
and hurriedly examined 
during the night of 18 
January 2009. Thorough 
excavation was not pos- 
sible, and the cave was 
covered over with all of its 
contents inside. The cave fig. 1088.2 
consisted of a square cen- 

tral chamber organized around a standing pit, with six loculi in the walls; the en- 
trance was found sealed, but robbers had evidently entered the cave at some point; 
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three of the loculi were also sealed, and these were not opened by the excavators. 
Seven ossuaries, eight or more lids and other ossuary fragments were found in 
the cave; there were no other artifacts. The name on the one inscribed ossuary is 
given in Aramaic (br, brt), and the curse-provision is in Hebrew. Aleksa "ks", as 
hypocoristic of Alexander, is found in vol. I 344, 457, 468 and cf. comm. ad no. 98; 
it is notable that the grandfather and grandson had the same Greek name, whereas 
the daughter/mother was given a Hebrew name. On metronyms, see Price, and cf. 
vol. I 330, 517 (the mother is Alexa!), 519, 535, 536. Several ossuaries found in the 
Jerusalem necropolis have inscribed warnings against opening them - cf. vol. I 93, 
287, 359, 375, 451, 460, 466, 507, 602 — but a curse is not part of the regular formula 
and the use of the word "rwr is so far unique; cf. vol. I 385, comm. Ed. pr. parsed the 
curse in 1.2 in the first person, but such first person adresses are characteristic only 
of a later period. The varv at the end of šytlnw is shorter than the others because it 
is written on the base of the preceding nun. The yod in the same word is compera- 
tively long but certain from the context. 

The editors thank the excavators for sharing information before formal pub- 
lication. 


Bibl.: Y. Baruch - D. Levi, ESI 122, 2010 (ed. pr.) (http://www.hadashot-esi.org.il/report_de- 
tail eng.asp?id-1497&mag. id-117 [viewed 14.04.2011]). - J. Price, Zutot 2002, 10-7. 


Photo: IAA. 
JJP/HM 


1089. Ossuary with indecipherable inscription, 1 c. BCE - 1 c. CE 


Plain ossuary, sides smoothed, with ink markings on one of the long sides. 
Meas.: h 21, w 31, d 16 cm. 


Pres. loc.: Museum Ecole Biblique, Jerusalem. Autopsy. 


Comm.: The ink markings on the 
side of this ossuary, if intended to 
form a word or name, are inde- 
cipherable, nor is the language 
even certain. 





Bibl.: Unpublished. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. fig. 1089 


JJP/HM 
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1090. Ossuary with Hebrew or Aramaic inscription, 1 c. BCE - 1 c. CE 


Plain ossuary, sides rough-finished, small inscription incised shallowly in cursive 
Jewish script, slanting upwards to the left, on one of long sides. 

Meas.: h 21.5, w 40.5, d 20.5 cm; 1. 8.5 cm; letters 2 cm. 

Pres. loc.: Museum Ecole Biblique, Jerusalem. Autopsy. 





Comm.: A name is obviously scratched A SNO S 
on the side of the box, but the letters are fig. 1090.1 
extremely unclear. The first let- 
ter on the right end appears to be 
a het, taf, or possibly ayin. The 
next decipherable letter is dalet, 
lamed, or resh. At the end, pos- 
sibly an alef. The name might be 
‘zr’ = Ezra, but that is a guess. 





Bibl.: Unpublished. 
Photo: A. and N. Graicer. fig. 1090.2 
JJP/HM 


Instrumentum domesticum and Varia 


1091. Greek ostracon, 1 c. CE(?) 


Ostracon of the Second Temple period, written vertically on a fragment of ampho- 
ra body of reddish-brown ware with white slip. In the upper part of the ostracon 
is a long black stroke that seemingly cancelled another line of script of which the 
bottom part of at least three letters is still visible, but they cannot be read. Under- 
neath are two lines of writing traced in black ink. The letters are for the most part 
cursive and some of them are superscript: a V-shaped tau above the eta, a “Greek 
E’-shaped upsilon above the tau and the pi. The first letter is unclear and probably 
incomplete; its shape is similar to an upsilon, but this letter is traced differently 
twice in the inscription. It may be a misshapen delta. The three groups of letters 
are slightly spaced apart. The shape of the letters may fit a 1 c. date (Thompson, 
Palaeography 192 tb. 2). 
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Meas.: letters 0.8 cm. 


Findspot: Jewish Quarter, Area P, Palatial Mansion (Herodian Quarter). 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 


AOTH KOTY IIY 
A 


Aéty xotü(Aay) tu(péy) | a! 
Give to ... one kotyle of wheat. 


Comm.: If the reading is cor- 
rect, doty is a misspelling of 8óve, 
second person plural of the im- 
perative. The formula “Give to 
so-and-so a certain quantity of 
wheat” (or barley, or some other 
commodity) is common in ostra- 
ca. Ostraca from Masada contain fig. 1091 
this formula, introduced by ðóç, 

“give”, imperative, 2nd person singular (Masada II 113-8 nos. 772-777; SB 1, 4253; 
10, 10270, 10334; 14, 12097, 12196), but examples with the formula in the 2nd per- 
son plural are also known (SB 16, 12307; P.Mert. I, 4; O.Stras. I, 516). In this case, 
the name of the receiver was probably cancelled by means of the black stroke. The 
ostracon appears to be a ration card allotted to a person entitled to receive the 
wheat. The kotyle was a Greek measure for liquid and dry goods, corresponding 
to ca. 0.273 liter, one quarter of a choenix. One kotyle is but a quarter of the regu- 
lar daily ration for one man, such as might be allotted in a time of hunger; which 
suggests that the ostracon might have been a ticket for rations during the siege of 
Jerusalem by Titus in 70 CE. 





Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: Jewish Quarter Excavations IV 351f. no. 17 (ph.) (ed. pr.). 


Photo: Courtesy of H. Geva. 
LDS 


1092. Latin dipinti on imported amphoras, mid-1 c. BCE 


Two necks of Italian amphora, type Lambroglia 2; the first without shoulder and 
with one handle, with inscription (a) in thick letters traced in red ink below the rim; 
separating dots between first and second and second and third letter. The second 
neck with shoulder and handles, with two inscriptions in thick letters traced in red 
ink, one below the rim (same letters as in (a) on the first neck but different script), 
the other (b) at the bottom of the neck, three groups ofletters, AR are in ligature. 
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Findspot: Jewish Quarter, Area E, Stratum 4, Locus 736. 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 


(a)A-B-C 
(on both 
amphoras) 

(b) M AR EL Pd 
(only on the / 





second one) 











—————————— 


M 


Lx 
\ 


fig. 1092.1 (a) » N ANEL 


fig. 1092.2 (b) 


Comm.: The letters probably represent the name of the exporter. 


Bibl.: G. Finkielsztejn, in: Jewish Quarter Excavations III 168-83 at 169, 172 A 13 and A 15 (ed. 
pr.). - On the dating of Stratum 4 and a description of the loci, cf. H. Geva, ibid. 9, 18-21. 


Photo: G. Finkielsztejn, in: Jewish Quarter Excavations III 182 pls. 63 A 13 and A 15 (dr.). 


LDS 


1093. Latin(?) dipinto on amphora, 1 c. CE(?) 


Fragment of an amphora of reddish-brown ware, with remains of marks in red 
ink. They may represent letters written vertically upwards on the amphora shoul- 
der. The first appears to be an A, ca. 2 cm high, the second is part of an upright or 
slightly sloping stroke, seemingly part of an I or more likely an L. 

Meas.: letters 2 cm. 


Findspot: Jewish Quarter, Area J. 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 
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AL[--] 
Al[ec?] 
Fish sauce(?). 


Comm.: The inscription may be Latin, 
and the word beginning with AL- may 
refer to the contents of the amphora, 
possibly alec or alica. Alec (allec, halec) is 
fish-sauce, while alica or halica is emmer 
groats, or any product - bread, porridge, 
gruel or a drink similar to barley water - S 
made from the two-grained wheat. fig. 1093 





Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: Jewish Quarter Excavations IV 350 no. 13 (ph.) (ed. pr.). 


Photo: Courtesy of H. Geva. 


LDS 
1094. Latin dipinto on imported amphora, mid-1 c. BCE 
Complete upper body of Italian amphora, type Lam- 
broglia 2, with inscription in red ink below the rim: 7 
three groups of letters, the second and third in liga- e 


ture. 


Findspot: Jewish Quarter, Area E, Stratum 4, Locus 
739. 


Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 


M ARST 


App. crit.: The reading of last ligature is not certain. 


Comm.: See no. 1092. 


Bibl.: G. Finkielsztejn, in: Jewish Quarter Excavations III 168- 
83 at 169, 172f. A 17 (ed. pr.). - See bibl. no. 1092. 





-~ 


Photo: G. Finkielsztejn, in: Jewish Quarter Excavations III 180 
pl. 6,1 A 17 (dr.). fig. 1094 


LDS 
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1095. Latin dipinto on imported amphora, first to second thirds of 1 c. BCE 


Complete North African amphora, type Mana C2, with inscription in red ink on 
the shoulder, below the neck; the first group of letters seems to be in ligature. 


Findspot: Jewish Quarter, Area E, Stratum 4, Locus 739. 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 


MV AR 





Comm.: See no. 1092. MV might 
be simply M? Another fragment of 
an amphora from the same locus, 
a complete lower part of the body, 

bears traces of an illegible inscrip- V ^ R 
tion in red ink on the shoulder fig. 1095.2 
(Finkielsztejn 177 A 32). fig. 1095.1 





Bibl.: G. Finkielsztejn, in: Jewish Quarter Excavations III 168-83 at 169, 175 A 25 (ed. pr.). - See 
bibl. no. 1092. 


Photo: G. Finkielsztejn, in: Jewish Quarter Excavations III 181 pl. 6,2 A 25 (ph. and dr.). 
LDS 


1096. Latin dipinto on imported amphora, first to third quarters of 1 c. BCE 
Fragment of Campanian amphora, type Dressel 1B, with inscription in red ink on 
the shoulder, near the attachment of the handle. 


Findspot: Jewish Quarter, Area E, Stratum 1, Locus 701. 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 
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EINE 


Comm.: See no. 1092. 


Bibl.: G. Finkielsztejn, in: Jewish Quarter Ex- 
cavations III 168-83 at 169, 175 A 36 (ed. pr). | 





- See bibl. no. 1092. $ 
Photo: G. Finkielsztejn, in: Jewish Quarter Ex- fig. 1096 
cavations II 183 pl. 6,4 A 36 (dr.). 

LDS 


1097. Dipinto on pottery 
Fragment of the body of a jar of reddish-brown ware with white slip, with four let- 
ters in black ink in Greek or Latin. 


Findspot: Jewish Quarter, Area P, Palatial Mansion (Herodian Quarter). 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem 


App. crit.: 2 R H U[--] = (Centuria) 
Rhu[metalcis?] ed. pr. 





fig. 1097 


Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: Jewish Quarter Excavations IV 352f. no. 19 (ed. pr.). 
Photo: Courtesy of H. Geva. 


EDD 
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1098. Latin and Greek dipinti on imported amphora, 1 c. BCE-early 1 c. CE 


Completely restored Thyrrenian amphora, type Dressel 22, with two inscriptions 
in thick letters traced in red ink below the rim: on one side, a Latin R, on the other, 
three groups of Greek letters, arranged in two lines. In the second group the omi- 
cron is small. 


Findspot: Jewish Quarter, Area E, Stratum 4, Locus 739. 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 


(a) one side of neck: R 
(b) opposite side of neck: HA KO f 
HII 








App. crit.: (b) L1 Finkielsztejn tentatively 
reads IM in ligature, considering the bottom 
part of the M missing. However, the letters 
appear to be complete: the first a cursive eta, 
the second a lambda or cursive alpha. 


Comm.: See also no. 1092. Finkielsztejn 
mentions a suggested reading of KO for 
xovxia, "the dates of the doom palm’; 
this abbreviation appears on carrot-jars 
from Egypt and on two 2 c. tubular jars 
(perhaps from Sicily), found at Marisa. 
However, a connection to the fruit of the 
doom-palm is hardly likely, for this palm 
grows only in Egypt and does not produce 
dates, but a fibrous fruit of the size of an 
orange, which would not be transported 
in jars of this shape. As to HII, Finkielsz- 
tejn excludes that it may represent a num- 
ber and hesitantly suggests an abbrevia- fig. 1098 
tion for ndUToTO«, “pleasant drink”. 

KO can represent any number of words, including xotvAy, which we must ex- 
clude for neither of the letters before or after, considered as figures, comes near to 
representing the capacity of an amphora of this size. Like HA, it may represent a 
personal name (possibly a name and patronymic or a name and ethnic) referring to 
the importer of the amphora - not the producer, for the amphora comes from the 
Latin west. The case of HII is different, for there are few words and names that be- 
gin with these letters. On the other hand, there are a number of weights from Jeru- 
salem of the Second Temple Period that bear dates between 85 and 104, interpreted 
by Alla Kushnir-Stein as years of a dynastic era of the Hasmonaeans, starting in 
143 BCE (A. Kushnir-Stein, in: Jewish Quarter Excavations IV 338f. and see vol. 
I nos. 659-661). If HII is a number, 88, it fits well within the range of those dates, 
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resulting in year 56/55 BCE, which is within the period when this type of amphora 
was produced. If this is accepted, it would mean that some at least of the tituli picti 
were written on the vessel upon arrival in Jerusalem. 


Bibl.: G. Finkielsztejn, in: Jewish Quarter Excavations III 168-83 at 169, 174 A 23 (ed. pr.). - See 
bibl. no. 1092. 


Photo: G. Finkielsztejn, in: Jewish Quarter Excavations III 181 pl. 6,2 A 23 (ph. and dr.). 
LDS 


1099. Greek dipinto on amphora 


Fragment of an amphora of yellowish-gray ware, with inscription traced in black 
ink with a fine brush. The inscription begins in the middle of the sherd, but it may 
have continued beyond the break to the right. Lunate sigma. 

Meas.: letters 0.7-0.4 cm. 


Findspot: Jewish Quarter, Area M, Herodian Quarter. 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 


IXINAION [--?] 
'Ietv8tov [--?] 
Isindian (honey?). 


Comm.: According to the 6 c. geo- 
graphical compilation of Stephanus of 
Byzantion (Ethnika, ed. Meineke 338), 
"Icívótoc is the ethnic of the toponym fig. 1099 
"Iewóos, a city of Ionia. The Byzantine 

lexicographer Hesychius (Lexicon, ed. Latte 375) lists the term Iovdiy as meaning 
Kaptvy, “Carian woman". Most likely the two authors refer to one and the same 
city, in the coastal strip of Caria, inhabited by Ionians. This city, however, is not 
known from any other source (E. Olshausen, DNP 5, 1126). On the other hand, 
two cities called Isinda are known in southern Asia Minor: one near the coast of 
Lycia, between Patara and Myra (L. Robert, Villes d'Asie Mineure, 1962, 55ff. n. 4; 
K. Geppert, DNP 5, 1126), the other in Pisidia, some 25 km northwest of Termessos 
(D. French, Studies in the History and Topography of Lycia and Pisidia, 1994, 54- 
86; P. Weiss, DNP 5, 1126). Apparently, the ethnic in the neuter gender painted on 
the sherd refers to the content of the vessel, some material originating from one of 
the cities called Isinda. Lycia exported honey, and it is not impossible that the word 
uéAt (neuter) followed the adjective and was lost in the break. 
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Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: Jewish Quarter Excavations IV 350 no. 14 (ph.) (ed. pr.). 
Photo: Courtesy of H. Geva. 
LDS 


1100. Inscription painted on amphora, 1 c. CE (?) 


Fragment of the body of an amphora of light brown ware, with remains of inscrip- 
tion in red ink. Cursive Greek letters; vacant space between the first group of two 
letters and the second, and between the second and the following letter, possibly 
alpha or lambda, of which only part of a diagonal stroke remains. The shape of the 
letters may fita 1 c. date (Thompson, Palaeography 192, tb. 2). 

Meas.: letters 0.6-1.4 cm. 


Findspot: Jewish Quarter, Area F-3, Herodian Quarter. 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 


MA PT A[--] 
Mapya[pitec?] 
Pearl dates(?). 


Comm.: Possibly from papyapis, not 
in the sense of “pearl” (uapyapis or 
uapyapitys), but a kind of white round 
date, called margarides in Pliny, NH 13, 
42. If so, the inscription probably refers 





to the contents of the jar, “pearl dates”. i 
Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: Jewish Quarter Excavations IV 347 no. 6 (ph.) (ed. pr.). 
Photo: Courtesy of H. Geva. 

LDS 


1101. Greek inscription painted on amphora, Roman period 


Fragment of amphora body of reddish-brown ware with inscription in two lines 
traced in red ink with a thick brush. Cursive letters, apparently of the Roman pe- 
riod (Thompson, Palaeography 192 tb. 2). The first two characters in 1.1, seemingly 
a broken stigma and an omicron, are separated from the next by a slight blank 
space. The letters in 1.1 are smaller than in 1.2; of the latter, only the upper part is 
preserved. 
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Findspot: Jewish Quarter, Area F-6, Herodian Quarter. 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 


SO XOIN[--] 
MIMA[--] 


Qo’ votv[txes --] | jaa [oco eov?] 


76 choenices of berries(?). 





Comm.: A certain number of 
choenices, a measure for liquid 
and dry volumes, especially com- 
mon for measuring rations of corn: one choenix was equivalent to one man’s daily 
allowance, a little more than one liter. The quantity seems to be 76 choenices, ca. 77 
liters, which would require a very large vessel. In all likelihood, 1.2 described the 
nature of the commodity: a restoration of the broken word may be piyalixvAwy]. 
Miuaixvror, ueuaixuàov or wtudxvdos was the name of the fruit of the xópapoc, 
strawberry tree (Arbutus Unedo), a shrub that grows wild in the Mediterranean ba- 
sin and produces edible berries. For a detailed discussion of this fruit see Di Segni. 


fig. 1101 


Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: Jewish Quarter Excavations IV 348 no. 8 (ph.) (ed. pr.). 


Photo: Courtesy of H. Geva. 
LDS 


1102. Greek inscription painted on jug, 1 c. CE (?) 


Fragment of the body of a jug of light 
brown ware, with two isolated letters 
painted in red ink perpendicularly to 
the base: a large delta and a smaller, cur- 
sive delta. 

Meas.: letters 3 and 1.5 cm. 


Findspot: Jewish Quarter, Area B (Burnt 
House). 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 


AA 





A(nvapta) ð (?) 


fig. 1102 


4 denarii (?) 
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Comm.: Possibly the letters refer to the capacity of the container: four unidentified 
units. A single delta can also be an abbreviation of dyvdptov (Avi-Yonah, Abbrevia- 
tions 57), so that the two letters might stand for “four denarii”, perhaps the price of 
the contents of the jug. 


Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: Jewish Quarter Excavations IV 345 no. 1 (ph.) (ed. pr.). 


Photo: Courtesy of H. Geva. 
LDS 


1103. Greek inscription painted on jar, Roman period 


Fragment of the body of a jar of reddish-brown ware with gray slip. Two letters 
traced in red paint with a thick brush; the second letter is incomplete. 
Meas.: letters 2.1 and 1.7 cm. 


Findspot: Jewish Quarter, Area C 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 


ET[--] 
"Er[ovc? --] 
Year ...(?) 


Comm.: Possibly the beginning of a 
date: “In the year ...". Such a way of in- 
troducing the year points to a date not 
earlier than the Roman period, for in 
the Hellenistic period, as a rule, the fig- 
ure of the year is preceded by the sign 
L. However, a Herodian date cannot be 
excluded. fig. 1103 





Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: Jewish Quarter Excavations IV 346 no. 2 (ph.) (ed. pr). 
Photo: Courtesy of H. Geva. 
LDS 


1104. Greek graffito on jar, 1 c. BCE(?) 


Fragment of the shoulder of a jar of reddish-brown ware, with two marks incised 
with a fine point before firing. Ofthe first mark only a tall, slightly diagonal stroke 
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remains; the second is a cursive pi, of a type known in the Hellenistic and Roman 
periods (Thompson, Palaeography 191ff., tbs. 1-3); after it the blank space up to the 
break seems wide enough to indicate that there was no additional letter to the right. 
Meas.: letters 3.3 cm. 


Findspot: Jewish Quarter, Area F, Herodian Quarter. 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 


LII 
(tous) IT (?) 
(Year) 80 (2). 


Comm.: Owing to its broken state, the first 
mark cannot be identified with certainty: it 
may have been part of an upsilon, in which case 
the meaning of the two letters is unclear; they 
are unlikely to form a number (upsilon corre- 
sponds to 400, pi to 80), for in the relevant period, as a rule, numbers were arranged 
in ascending order, from the units to the hundreds. It is possible, however, to view 
the slightly diagonal stroke as part of an L-sign, indicating that the pi represented 
a number. The L-sign signifies either drachms or years (Avi-Yonah, Abbreviations 
114). Year 80 of a Hasmonaean era, corresponding to 64/63 BCE? Cf. comment to 
no. 1098. For this and other hypotheses see Di Segni. 





fig. 1104 


Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: Jewish Quarter Excavations IV 346f. no. 5 (ph.) (ed. pr.). - Cf. R. Reich, in: 
Jewish Quarter Excavations III 329-80. 


Photo: Courtesy of H. Geva. 
LDS 


1105. Greek dipinto on jar 


Two fragments of reddish-brown ware with white slip, possibly of the body of the 
same jar. On the first sherd small Greek letters (a) traced in black ink with a me- 
dium brush. At the bottom of the sherd, traces of another inscription, much dis- 
colored, traced in black ink with a fine brush, unreadable. On the second fragment 
unclear letters (b), much discoloured, traced in black ink with a fine brush, which 
are probably Greek. 

Meas.: letters 0.7-0.9 cm. 


Findspot: Jewish Quarter, Area R, west of the Cardo. 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 
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fig. 1105.1 (a) 


(a) S YPAT[--] 
(b) [--]AE[--] 





fig. 1105.2 (b 
(a) Bupat[--] " » 


Comm.: ®upatdg is a verbal adjective derived from dpo, “to mix”. It means 
“mixed” or “kneaded”, the latter mostly with reference to dough (þúpaua) or bread. 
Possibly the inscription referred to the contents of the jar: a mixture of some kinds 
of dry commodity, e.g. dried fruit. 


Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: Jewish Quarter Excavations IV 353f. nos. 23, 24 (ph.) (ed. pr.). 


Photo: Courtesy of H. Geva. 


LDS 


1106. Greek dipinto on jar 


Fragment of the body of a jar of reddish-brown ware with white slip, with two 
letters traced in red ink, perpendicularly to the base of the vessel. Both letters are 
incomplete. 

Meas.: The chi is at least 3 cm high, the omicron about 1-1.3 cm in original size. 


Findspot: Jewish Quarter, Area J. 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 
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XO[--] 
Xolivixes --?] 
(A certain number of) choenices(?). 


Comm.: Perhaps a reference to the vol- 
ume of the content. 





fig. 1106 
Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: Jewish Quarter Excavations IV 349 no. 11 (ph.) (ed. pr.). 
Photo: Courtesy of H. Geva. 


LDS 


1107. Greek dipinto on jar, Herodian period 


Fragment of jar body of yellowish-brown ware with remains of four lines of script 
in black ink. It comes from a sealed locus of the Herodian period. 


Findspot: Jewish Quarter, Area J. 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 


Comm.: The reading is uncertain. 


Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: Jewish Quarter Excava- 
tions IV 349f. no. 12 (ph.) (ed. pr.). 





fig. 1107 
Photo: Courtesy of H. Geva. 8 


LDS 
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1108. Pottery sherd with Greek letters, 1 c. CE? 


Fragment ofa bowl or lid, two Greek letters incised with fine point on outer surface. 
Meas.: h 7.2, w 9 cm. 

Findspot: Upper City, Area A 2638, 
Square F10. 


H-ITHE- 


Bibl.: R. Reich, in: Jewish Quarter Excavations 
II 450ff. at 450 no. 4. 





Photo: R. Reich, in: Jewish Quarter Excava- . 
tions II 450 no. 4. fig. 1108 


JJP 


1109. Greek dipinto on jug, Herodian period 


Fragment of the body of a jug of pinkish-brown ware, 
with part of a letter traced in red paint, followed by a 
blank. The lower half of the letter is missing: it was 
probably an alpha or a lambda. 


Findspot: Jewish Quarter, Area J. 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 


[--]A 


Comm.: It may have been the end of a word or an iso- 
lated letter indicating a number: 1 (A), or 30 (A). 


Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: Jewish Quarter Excavations IV 349 no. 
10 (ph.) (ed. pr.). 





fig. 1109 


Photo: Courtesy of H. Geva. 
LDS 
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1110. Greek inscription painted on amphora 


Fragment of the neck and shoulder ofan 
amphora of reddish-brown ware with 
white grits, bearing two letters traced in 
red ink, possibly the remnant of a longer 
inscription. 

Meas.: letters 1.5 cm. 


Findspot: Jewish Quarter, Area F, Hero- 
dian Quarter. 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 


[--]MA 


[--]ua 


Comm.: The ending -we indicates a con- 
crete substance. The inscription perhaps 
referred to the contents of the jar. fig. 1110 





Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: Jewish Quarter Excavations IV 346 no. 3 (ph.) (ed. pr.). 


Photo: Courtesy of H. Geva. 
LDS 


1111. Greek dipinto on amphora 


Fragment of amphora shoulder of red- 
dish-brown ware, with four letters 
traced in red ink, with notable serifs. 
The first letter after the break is incom- 
plete and looks rather like a tau, but is 
almost certainly a pi, because the hori- 
zontal line is longer on the left than on 
the right side of the upright stroke. 
Meas.: four letters 1.1-2.8 cm. 


Findspot: Jewish Quarter, Area P, Pala- 
tial Mansion (Herodian Quarter). 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 


[--]I®OY 





[?A]mdov or [?Xa]mgou 
Of Apphus or of Sapphas. fig. 1111 
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Comm.: Probably a personal name in the genitive. Two possible restorations are 
"of Apphus”, from a name well known in Asia Minor, or “of Sapphas”. Josephus (BJ 
2,556) mentions a man of High Priestly lineage, Ingotic vidos Latta, Jesus son of 
Sapphas, who was appointed commander of the Jewish forces in Idumaea, together 
with Eleazar son of Ananias, at the outbreak of the revolt against Rome in 66 CE. 
From a nominative Xandas the genitive could be either Zanga or Zemnoov, like the 
two forms of genitive used by Josephus for Tovdac, lovda and Tovdov. 


Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: Jewish Quarter Excavations IV 352 no. 18 (ph.) (ed. pr.). 


Photo: Courtesy of H. Geva. 
LDS 


1112. Greek inscription painted on jug, 1 c. CE (?) 


Fragment of a jug of light brown clay with white slip, with a line of script traced in 
red ink. Cursive Greek letters; the last mark may be a cursive omicron or a ligature 
of omicron and upsilon, traced upside down. The shape of the letters may fit a 1 c. 
date (Thompson, Palaeography 192, tb. 2). 

Meas.: letters 0.6-0.7 cm. 


Findspot: Jewish Quarter, Area J. 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 


[--] YABO 
[--]088o 


Comm.: One could think of something 
made or composed “of lead”, but then 
one had to suppose that the writer in- 
verted the order of the consonants in 
the word wdAuBdoc: [?4.0A]00 Bo(v). 





Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: Jewish Quarter Excava- 
tions IV 349 no. 9 (ph.) (ed. pr.). 


fig. 1112 
Photo: Courtesy of H. Geva. 


LDS 


1113. Greek inscription painted on amphora 


Fragment of a body of an amphora of light brown ware, with three letters and part 
ofa fourth, traced in red ink with a fine brush. 
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Meas.: letters ca. 0.8-1.4 cm. 


Findspot: Jewish Quarter, Area F, Herodian Quarter. 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 


[--]Y6OY 
[? ‘Po]ucou 


(Property) of Rufus(?) 








Comm.: Perhaps a personal nameinthe 4 Se ge Z 
genitive. fig. 1113.2 


War 


Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: Jewish Quarter Excavations IV, 346 no. 4 (ph.) (ed. pr.). 
Photo: Courtesy of H. Geva. 
LDS 


1114. Object of white limestone with Latin inscription, 1 c. CE (?) 


Object of white limestone, well smoothed on all sides. On one side, two fine lines 
are incised, the upper one beginning at about one third of the length, the lower one 
crossing the entire surface lengthwise. Underneath it four marks are deeply incised 
with a medium point. 

Meas.: h 3.2, w 8, d 0.7-2.5 cm. 


Findspot: Jewish Quarter, Area M, Herodian Quarter. 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 


2 SIS 


(Centuria) Sis(ennae?) 





Centuria of Sisenna(?). fig. 1114.1 
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Comm.: The function of the object is unclear, 
but apparently it belonged to the Roman army 
and was part of the equipment of a centuria. 
Curiously, a centurion called Sisenna, belong- 
ing to the Roman army in Syria, went in early 
69 CE as emissary of the army to Rome (Tac. 
Hist. 2,8). However, the name Sisenna is quite 
common, so that no identification is possible. 























Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: Jewish Quarter Excavations IV ——— 
350f. no. 15 (ph., dr.) (ed. pr.). fig. 1114.2 


Photo: Courtesy of H. Geva (ph. and dr). 
LDS 


1115. Greek and Latin game counters 


Two carved bone discs; (a) bears a relief of a monumental gate in the Egyptian style 
on one side, and the Latin number XIIII on the other side. The other, (b) bears the 
Latin number XIIII on one side and the corresponding Greek figure on the other. 

Meas.: @ 3 cm. 


Findspot: In a Herodian building in Area M in the 
Jewish Quarter. 


(a) XIII 

(b) XIII 
IITEPA 
IA 





(a) XIIII fig. 1115.1 
(b) XIII | wtepe | 10” 


(a) 14. 

(b) 14 wings 14. 1 
‘Gey 

Comm.: Immediately after their discovery, the discs g | iyd did ^ 

were described as tokens for access to the theater ATE 

or “theater tickets”, and so they were interpreted by 

Reich - Billig (IEJ 50, 181). However, in Avigad’s publi- 

cations these discs were recognized as game counters 

that have nothing to do with the theater: cf. Alföldi- 

Rosenbaum, 1-9; Lichtenberger, 293f. and n. 50. fig. 1115.2 
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Bibl.: N. Avigad, The Upper City of Jerusalem, 1980, 193f., 200 fig. 239 (Hebr.) = id., Discovering 
Jerusalem, 1983, 193f., 200 fig. 239 (edd. prr.). - Id., The Herodian Quarter in Jerusalem, 1989, 
64f.; R. Reich - Y. Billig, in: H. Geva ed., Ancient Jerusalem Revealed, 2000, 352; iid., IEJ 50, 
2000, 175-84. - Cf. E. Alféldi-Rosenbaum, Frühmittelalterliche Studien 5, 1971, 1-19; A. Lich- 
tenberger, in: J. Charlesworth ed., Jesus and Archaeology, 2006, 283-99. 


Photo: Avigad, Discovering Jerusalem, 200 fig. 239. 
LDS/EDD 


1116. Ostracon with Hebrew abcedarium, 1 c. BCE - 1 c. CE 


Fragment of upper rim of clay storage jar, bearing letters in Jewish script of the 
Herodian period. 
Meas.: h 6, w 6 cm; letters 1 cm. 


Findspot: Um-Tuba, Jerusalem. 
Pres. loc.: Bible Lands Museum, Jerusalem; IAA inv. no. 2010-161. Autopsy: 22 October 2010. 


[--]2*0 nra n [--] 
Translit: hwzhtyk 


Comm: It is uncertain whether there 
were any letters before the he or after 
the kaf, of which there is a slight trace. 
The sequence probably had at least a fi- 
nal kaf, compare DJD II 79f. The pres- 
ent text could represent either a writ- 
ing exercise, see Naveh, On Sherd and 
Papyrus 63-7, or apotropaic magic, cf. fig. 1116 
R. Hachlili, Cathedra 31, 1984, 27-31 

(Hebr.) and H. Misgav, Atiqot 29, 1996, 47*ff. (Hebr.). 





Bibl.: Unpublished. 
Photo: IAA. 
JJP/HM 


1117. Half-pilaster with Greek or Latin letters 


Fragment of a half-pilaster; at the upper or lower edge remains of some letters. It is 
not clear which letter is the first, nor can it be decided if they are Greek or Latin let- 
ters. Therefore one can read the letters in four different ways (see diplomatic text). 
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Findspot: Found at the site of the so called Gate of the Essenes “on Mount Zion at 
the southern end of the western section of the First Wall, just before it turned east 
across the Tyropoeon Valley toward Siloam” (Pixner). 


: — 
(a) Latin: ++++H / H++++ ee 
WE Om n. s 


or F fa. ARPA 2 
(b) Greek: ++++H /H++++ 

App. crit.: All letters are damaged, but 
the four vertical strokes before or after H 
so much so that the reading must be left 
open. 








fig. 1117.2 (turned 180°) 


Comm.: Pixner thought the letters were Latin; the four vertical strokes: INI would 
indicate the fourth pilaster ofthe gate and H could stand for "Herod, who probably 
commissioned the construction" (Pixner). This is unfounded speculation. The let- 
ters are probably mason's marks (written communication by J. Patrich), but wheth- 
er they are Latin or Greek, and what they mean, must be left open. 

Bibl.: B. Pixner, BAR 23, 1997, 22ff., 64ff. (ed. pr.). 

Photo: B. Pixner (ph.). 


WE 


1118. Addendum to no. 605. 


Pres. loc.: Bible Lands Museum, Jerusalem. 





fig. 1118.1 (a) 
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fig. 1118.2 (a) 





fig. 1118.3 (c) 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 


JP 


1119.-1120. Two ossuaries from a private collection 


Two ossuaries from a private collection allegedly found in the same burial cave in 
the Silwan village as the ossuary of Ya'akov brother of Yeshu'a (see vol. I 531). 
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1119. Ossuary for a woman with Aramaic inscriptions, 1 c. BCE - 1 c. CE 


Limestone ossuary, front side ornamented with two six-petaled rosettes flanking a 
stylized palm tree, zigzag frame, traces of red wash; rough-finished; slightly arched 
lid. On back side, two two-line inscriptions, the first (a) centered, incised in formal 
Jewish script, slanting slightly upwards to the left, the second (b), written above the 
first, upside-down, barely legible (ed. pr. and photo). 

Meas.: w 62.5, h 30, d 26 cm; lines 28 cm; letters 1-1.5 cm (ed. pr.). 


Findspot: The antiquities dealer claims it originates from the same cave in the Sil- 
wan village as CIIP I 531. 


Pres. loc.: Private collection. 





(a) Nn2N1 nnvio1 nim 0312 PRAW NNI nns nw 
nn" nnvio7 nin AAD pnus 33 AUNT nnsm 

(b) NBaN1 nnvi27 ANN And SRnw nhà nns nis 
nm" nnvio nm AAD ANT ART 


Translit.: (a) rnh d'mh &m yl khnh hznh dknáth d'pm' | wd'mh dhnnh br $hq 
khnh hznh dknsth dtdmr 
(b) rnh d’mh brt ém'1 khnh dknšth d'pm' | wd'mh dhnnh khnh hznh 
dknsth dtdmr 


(a) The ossuary of 'Ima, daughter of Shmu'el the priest, the hazzan of the synagogue 
of Apamea, and of the mother of Hanana son of Ishak the priest, the hazzan of 
the synagogue of Palmyra. 

(b) The ossuary of ‘Ima, daughter of Shmuel the priest, the hazzan of the syna- 
gogue of Apamaea, and of the mother of Hanana the priest, the hazzan of the 
synagogue of Palmyra. 


Comm.: The readings are based upon Lemaire, who posits that inscription (b), in- 
cised upside-down with poorly formed letters, was written first and then deliber- 
ately effaced when inscription (a) was written. Given Lemaire's restoration of in- 
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scription (b), the two inscriptions convey identical information, with the addition 
of Hanana’s patronym in inscription (a). 

The wording of the texts confirms that ‘Ima (1.1) was a personal (nick-)name, 
see CIIP I 346 and the parallels cited there, whereas the grammar of 1.2 in each 
inscription indicates the use of "mh there indeed to mean “mother”. Shmu'el was 
priest and hazzan of a synagogue in Apamaea (probably but not necessarily the 
city on the Orontes), while his grandson Hanana was priest and hazzan in Palmyra 
(Tadmor). That grandfather and grandson held the same post and in different syn- 
agogues is interesting but difficult to interpret; while synagogue posts were often 
inherited, there may not have been any connection between these two synagogues. 
The father Isaac, Ima's husband, was of course a priest, but it is not recorded that he 
was a hazzan anywhere; on his name ‘shq = Isaac, cf. Ilan, Lexicon I 174-5. On the 
nature of the role hazzan, see Levine, Ancient Synagogue 410-7, and also Lemaire 
310f. 

The spelling of the names sm’yl and ’shq (= Samuel and Isaac) is evidence of 
the pronunciation of these names in northern Syria, which is similar to the pro- 
nunciation of these same names in modern Arabic. The script is Jewish and not 
Palmyrene. Note CIIP I 123, the sarcophagus of the Queen Sadan, also written 
in Jewish script, and in a script Naveh called "Seleucid", the predecessor of Pal- 
myran; CIIP I 225, describing the bones of a certain ‘mk’ brought from a place 
called Artaka, problaby from within the Parthian Empire, yet also written in Jew- 
ish script; CIIP I 304, Ariston from Apamea buried in Akeldama; CIIP I 530, os- 
suary of Hizqiya son of Shim'on, also a priest from the city of Halwan within the 
Parthian Empire; CIIP I 79, Palmyrene script and CIIP I 416-440, a family group 
from northern Syria containing four inscriptions in Palmyrene. 

The bones may have been brought to Jerusalem at least a year after "Ima died, 
and the inscriptions incised then; or alternatively she may have already been living 
in Jerusalem when she died. 

The editors thank Professor A. Lemaire for providing photos and information 
on this ossuary and the next (no. 1120). 


Bibl.: A. Lemaire, CRAI 2003, 301-9 (ed. pr.). 


Photo: A. Lemaire. 


JJP/HM 


1120. Child's ossuary with Aramaic inscription, 1 c. BCE- 1 c. CE 


Limestone ossuary, front side ornamented with two six-petaled rosettes, zigzag 
frame; rough-finished; slightly arched lid; red wash. Two-line inscription deeply 
incised in Palmyrene script inside the right-hand rosette (ed. pr. and photo). 
Meas.: w 40, h 21, d 19 cm; letters 0.5-1.3 cm (ed. pr.). 
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Findspot: The antiquities dealer claims it originates from the same cave in the Sil- 
wan village as CIIP I 531. 


Pres. loc.: Private collection. 
apy? a xyva dan 
Translit.: hbl by" | br y'qb 
Woe! by” son of Ya'akov. 


Comm.: The script is Palmyrene, 
but the reading is difficult and 
uncertain. The name b° is at- 
tested in Palmyrene inscrip- 
tions (J. Stark, Personal Names 
in Palmyrene Inscriptions, 1971, 
11, 77). Also, the term hbl as an 
expression of grief is typical of p^ 
Palmyrene inscriptions, see vol. ——— x: — 
I 439, also incised in Palmyrene, fig. 1120 
this funerary formula was thus imported from there. The deceased here was clearly 
Jewish, but whether his bones were brought for burial in Jerusalem, or he actually 
died there, remains unknown. If indeed both nos. 1119 and 1120 were from the 
same burial cave, it may be suggested that the ossuary bearing Palmyrene script 
was inscribed in Syria, and thus was designated for transport of the bones from 
abroad for burial, while the ossuary inscribed in Jewish script was of a woman who 
died in Jerusalem; but this is speculative. 





Bibl.: A. Lemaire, CRAI 2003, 301-9 (ed. pr.). 
Photo: A. Lemaire. 


JJP/HM 
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Corrigenda to vol. I 1: 


p. 43, 1l.1-2: precinct. 

p. 44, para. 2, 1.2: avt@. 

p. 45, headline: Donation to Herod’s Temple with Greek inscription, 21/20 BCE 
p. 48, headline: Plaque of Mattiya son of ... with Aramaic inscription, 1 c. CE 
p. 55, para. 1, 1.9: 390-402. 

p. 55, para. 2, 1.1: ovvaywyryv. 

p. 223, no. 189 translation: ‘Azarias son of Zacharias. 

p. 358, figure 337.2: photo is backwards. 

p. 513, headline: antique, not antic. 

p. 518, 1.5 from bottom: delete male. 

p. 548, para. 1, second to last line: if the inscription is genuine. 


Index of personal names 


Vol. I: Part 1: 1-704; Part 2: 705-1120 


This index includes the names appearing in the inscriptions, including restored 
names and fragments in which two or more letters are preserved in the begin- 
ning. The main entry of all names, including Greek and Semitic names, is given 
in its Latin form, thus e.g. Kupixóc is to be found under “Cyricus” and 7177X is to 
be found under “Aharon”. Moreover, after the Latin heading, the name is listed as 
it actually appears in the inscription. Semitic names are transcribed rather than 
transliterated: Avshalom rather than ‘bslwm. Finally, all variations of the same 
name are listed under the same heading, thus Shim'on includes pynw, Livwy, etc. 


Roman Emperors (chron. order) 


Vespasianus 712 

Titus 712 

Nerva 715; 716; 717 
Traianus 7052-7132 71537163717 
Hadrianus 715; 716; 717; 753 
Antoninus Pius 718 

Septimius Severus 719 

Caracalla 719 

Geta 719 

Iulia Domna 719 

Fulvia Plautilla 719 

Eudocia 816 

Anastasius 784 

Iustinianus 785; 800 
Mauricius 786; 1006 
Theodosius 786c 

Tiberius 786d 
Constantina 786b 


Kings (chron. order) 


Uzziah mriy 602 
Herodes ‘Hp(wdov) 666 
Sadan (=Helena?) TTY 123 
Agrippa I. "Ayplir mou 676 
Ab[--] 'AP[--] 977 
Abas Upwune 839 
Abascantus ABacxdvtou 205 
Abba RIN 18; 288; 347 


NIR 55 
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Abdallah 
Abel 
Abraham 


Acacion 
Acrisius 
Adius 
Aelianus 
Aelius 
Aemiliana 
Aemilianus 
Africana 
Africanus 
Aga 
Agapetus 
Agathe 
Agathonicus 
Agra 

Aha 
Aharon 


Aianus 


Aidas 
Akaviya 
Akeson 
Akiva 
Aleksa 
Alexa 
Alexander 


- Aleksa 

- Alexa 
Allato 
Aloth 
Amantius 
Amatius 
Amia 

- Ammia 


Ammia 
Amos 
Amram 


ABDA 
Uptn 
Appaáp. 
DMAX 
Axaxltwv 
'Axpiciou 
‘Adlou 
Aidtavos 
AiA[tos] 


TIMIA=AIMIA2=AiwiA[tavoc]? 


Adpetxavos 
VAN 
Ayanntot 
RNIN 
Ayabovixou 
DN 

RTR 

nns 

FAK 
Aiavés 
Aiavov 
OTR 

mapy 
AxégTwvos 
RDpY 


Adrekavdpou 
‘AAre(Edvdpou) 
Adré&avdpos 
Aré&av[dpos 
DINTIDDON 
o1n7102[5x] 
AAs[--] 
NO25N 
'AA&£ac 
AAAatO 
AAo0 
'Auaviiou 
Amati 

'Auía 

MAS 

Aupia 


"'Auoc 
Dny 


842.15 

874 

1079a 
953;1016 
767 

1085 

992 

842.24 

978 

> Valeria 
842.20a 

> Furia 
421b; > Furius 
321 

963 

413 

841 

192c; 193; 198 
67; 78 

441 

55; 881 
842.13 
842.52 

130 

516a; 516b 

3 

274 

> Alexander 
> Alexander 
232a-b; 324c; 408b; 408c; 894; 895 
408a 

324a; 324b 
842.25 

324c 

635 

324b 

344; 457; 468; 1088 
517a 

210 

479 

979 

755 

361 

410a 

410b 

> Amia 
923c; 980 
106; 108; 981 


Anamus 


Ananas 
Ananias 
Anastasia 


Anastasis 
Anastasius 


Anatolia 
Andreas 


Anemus 
Ani 
Anianus 
Anin 
Aninas 
Anis 
Annius 
Antas 
Antigona 


Antiochus 
Antipas 
Antoninus 
Antonius 


C. Antonius 
Apollogena 
Apollonides 
Apollonius 
Aponius 
Apphias 


Apphus 
Areobindus 
Ares 

Ari[--] 


Arion 
Aristobule 


"Avapoc 
“Avayov 


MOVIN 
‘Avactacia 
Avact(acias) 
Avactactas 


Avactaciw 
‘Avactactou 
Av(actaciov) 
[A]vactactou 
Avact(actov) 
[Avlactaci<o>s 
‘Avatonia 
Avdpéo[v] 
‘Avdpotc 
‘Avdpotc 
Aveu<o>u 

IN 

‘Aviavov 


‘Avviou 
“Avtas 
Avttyova 
'A«y»1tyóva 
‘Avtioxos 
[A]vtimas 
[Avt]wvtv[ou] 
‘Avtoviou 
[A]vta@[viou] 
Avtwvtolu] 
G(ai) Antoni 
mbar 
AtoAAwveldou 


[A]poni 
Arias 

on’ Dx 

[A] mou 
‘ApeoBi[vdou] 
"Apne 

[--]| ^8 

Api[--] 

PION 
‘AptotoBovAns 
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949 

842.42 

> Hanan 

> Hananiah 
791 

835 

899 

835 

> Anastasius 
879 

1059a 
1059b 

1060 

899 

1005 

875 

931 

269b 

208 

550 

270 

842.52 

> Hanan 

> Hananiah 
> Hananiah 
581 

656 

469 

513 

938 

737 

1049 

795 

842.53 
1087 

755 

597 

1015 

> Rusticius 
761 

456a 

456b 

1111 

978 

1 

698 

585b 

1044 

418 


502 Index of personal names 


- Arristobula 


Aristobulus 
Ariston 


Arristobula 
Arsaces 
Artaka 
Artawan 
Artemidorus 
Artemon 
Asclepius 
Asem 
Ashini 
Asiaticus 
Asiya 
Asubus 
Asus 
Athamas 
Athenagoras 


Auge 
Augurinus 
Aurelius 
Avira 
Avishalom 
Avshalom 

- Avishalom 
Awai 
Azariya 

- Azariyas 


Ba[--] 
Baanes 
Bai[--] 
M. Bai[--] 
Bal[--] 
Balzama 
Banus 
Barabbas 


Bar Giora 


"Appio top oU[ Aa] 
"Appio coóAxa 
‘AptotoBovAou 
Apiotwy 
‘Apiotwvos 
Apiotwv(os) 
‘Api<o>twv(os) 
001K 

IOOAN 

[Vo 


Apodxou 
RININ 
UnnwrLwuwj 
Artemidor(i) 
"Aprép[.cvoc 
‘Aoxdytiou 
[A]oeu 

WW 
Aciatixds 
mwy 
Acoupoc 
Acouc 
Abdua 
Abyvalydpou] 
WINN 
Athenag[ora] 
AŭŬyns 
Auguri(ni) 
AvpyAto[s] 
RTIY 


mbva3N 
mbv3N 
"ny 
nay 
'Ataplac 


Ba[--] 
Ba(&)vou 
Bai[--] 
M(arco) Bai[--io] 
Bal[--] 
rota 
Bavou 
BapaB(Bas) 
BapaB(oa) 
[x3] 
Na 


325a 

325b 

387 

304 

309a 

308a 

308b 

304; 309a 
308a 

309b 

> Aristobule 
1085 

225 

925 

740 

20 

842.1 
842.55 

69 

842.14; 842.18; 842.22 
85 

120a 

120b; 120c 
676; 677; 678 
456a 

456b 

720 

300 

756 

842.48 

519 

> Avshalom 
44 

347 

180 

191; 403a; 693 
189 


808 
1068b 
733 
732 
733 
520 
1068b 
842.31 
842.31 
6 

521 


Bar Kathros 
Barochis 
Bar Qamsa 
Basilo 
Bassus 


Beithynice 
Benaya 
Beniamin 


Bernice 


Beruthus 
- Berutus 
Borceus 
Boton 
Brolion 


By 


C[--] Marcella 
Caesarius 
Caiaphas 


Calistratus 
Calla 
Callinicus 
Callon 


Calycion 
Candidus 
Caninius 
Carbus 
Carpia 
Carzala 
Casius 
Casperius 
Cassa 
Castus 
Catulla 
Cericus 
Charate 
Chares 
Chionion 
Chresimus 
Chreste 


onnp^i 
Bapwyts 
xynp na 
BaotAou 
Bacoos 
Báccov 
Beifuvo 
ayia 
Beviawyjy 
Bwauiv 
Bepvixn 
Bepvixys 
"pa 
Bepotéoc 
Bepoðtoç 
Bopxéou 
nou 
BpoAtcvoc 
Np 


C[--] Marcellae 
Keoapiou 
xop 

RDID 
Kadtotpatou 
KaAAa 
KaAAwbxou 
KaAAQvy 
KaA(A)ovoc 
KadAwvos 
nop 


KaAb[xto]v 
Kávài8og 
Canin(i) 
Kapfouc 
Kaptia 
Kaplara 
Kactou 
Caspe(ri) 
Kacsa 
Kaotou 


Kyptxot 
Xapaty 
Xapytos 
Xtoviov 
Xpyjomos 
Xpyolty] 


Index of personal names 503 


674 

976 

522 

808 
769; > Lucilius 
856 
944 
543 

523 

419 
399a 
399b 
399b 
305b 
293b 
592 
76a; 76b 
1069b 
1120 


740 

932 

461a; > Qafa 
46la 

930 

577 

816 

366a 

372 

372 

367a; 367b; 368a; 368b; 369a; 370; 
371b; 371c 
842.47 

738 

757 

512b 

104 

589 

992 

757 

360a 

218 

> Cotolla 
977 

909 

290 

842.1 

200 

842.23; > Licinia 


504 Index of personal names 


Chrestus 
Chrys[--] 
Clau[--] 
Claudia Ionice 


Ti. Claudius Fatalis 


Clemens 
Cleontius 
Cleopatra 
Cleopatrus 
Clodius 
Constantinus 
Cosmas 


Cosmia 
Cotolla 
Crocus 


Cunorus 
Cyria 


Cyriaca 
Cyriacus 
Cyricus 
Cyrile 
Cyrilla 
Cyrillus 
Cyrus 
Cyrthas 


Damon 
Daniel 


Damianus 
Daphnin 
David 
Deipheus 
Demarchia 


Demetrianus 
Diaphorius 
Dimus 
Diogenes 
Diogenianus 
Dionysius 


Diphi 
Dolens 
Domitilla 


Xpnel[vóc] 

Xpul[c--] 

Clau[dius/anus] 

Cl(audia) Ionice 

Ti(berius) Cl(audius) Fatalis 


KAgovtyou 
KAcorratpa 
KAeumd<t>pousg 
KAwdu(o)s 
Kwvotavtivou 
Koopa 
Kol[c]u& 
Ko[outlas 
KotoAAa 
Kpóxoc 
opp 
Daip 

Kupia 

ap 
[Ku]prax[y] 
Kuptaxot 
Kupixot 
Kup 
KupidaAas 
KÜptAAoc 
Küpov 
KupÜac 


Adpwvos 
DNIT 
AawWfjAoc 
Aaviid 
Aauiavot 
Adgvw 

TIT 

Agideos 
Anuapxias 
Anuapy<ia>s 


Atadéptlos] 
Atwou 
Atoyévrc 
Atoyeviavey 
Ato(vuctov) 
At(ovuctov) 
777, 
Dole[ns] 
AopeTtin(A)a 


842.23 
982 
781a 
734 

734 

> Flavius 
993 

558 
594a 
559 

800 
1010 
1073 
994 

428 

125 

249 
84a; 560 
296; 302 
47 

995 

856 

855 

296 

979 

915 

59 

250 


330 

95 

1079b 
1079c 
1010 
842.41 

45 

88 

202 

200 

> Flavius 
948 

305a; 305b 
181a; 181b 
842.66 
771a 
771b 

88 

735 

924 


Domitius 


C. Domitius Iulius 
Honoratus 
Domninus 


Domnus 
Doras 


Dorothea 


Dorotheus 
Dositheus 


Dosus 


Drosus 
Dulis 


Eglon 
Eirete 
Elasa 


Elazar 


- Elazarus 
- Eleazarus 


- Eliezer 


- Helazar 
- Lazar 

- Lazarus 
- Leazarus 
- Liezer 
Eleutherius 
Elhanan 
Elias 
Eliezer 
Elisabe 

- Elisha 

- Elisheva 


Aopetiou 

[Aout}tiou 

G(aius) Dom(itius) 
Tul(ius) Honoratus 

Aowvivos 

Aouvivou 

Aó[u]voc 

Awp&tos 

Aw(p&tos) 

ONT 

Awpobéas 

A'w'po[0éac] 

A'w'po[8£ov] 

Awatbgou 

UnotrT 

onoT 

Awoots 

[Aw]aots 

Apécou 

Aova[ts] 


pay 
Eipyty 
nwydr 
nawyd(x) 
NYON 


arydn 

TyON 
ary. 
"EAatápou 
"EAscatápou 
"Ede (a) Cap(ov) 
ary 
"EAiétpoc 
yon 

1yo 
Adlapov 
Aedlapos 
arp 
"EAevOspiou 
nbl] 
"EA(aG 


"EAcá Qn 
pwr 
yaw dx 


Index of personal names 505 


825 
1024 


721 
842.45 
816 
842.56 
294 

300 

495 

983 

872 

872 

332a 
109; 375a; 375b; 376; 496 
525 
497b+d1 
497c+d2 
124 

984 


541 

985 

225; 514a 

514b 

19a; 19b; 92; 93; 100; 101; 111; 
137; 186; 207; 242a; 244a; 334; 
340; 348a; 377a; 377b; 378a; 378b; 
420a; 420b; 485; 544 

335 

55 

251 

199 

348b; 566 

355b 

348a 

348b 

335 

251 

842.1 

81 

342; 502 

1069a 

42la 

1021 

> Elazar 

349 

62 

349; 535 


506 Index of personal names 


Elisha, Elisheva 
Elpidius 
Emmanuel 
Epictetus 
Eros 
Erotarein 
Erotarion 
Erotas 
Eskias 
Eudoxius 
Eugenia 
Eugenius 


Euhodus 
Euphemia 
Euphratas 
Euphronius 
Euptolemus 
Eusebius 


Eustat‘ 
Eustathius 
Eutherius 
Euthymius 
Eutochnia 
Eutrapelus 
Ewstat‘ 

Ezekias, Ezekios 
Ezra 


Fatalis 

Felix 

Flavianus 

T. Flavius Clemens 
Flavius Demetrianus 
Flavius Eusebius 
Flo[--] 

Florianus 

Florus 

Fuficius 

Furia Africana 


Furius Africanus 
Furinius 


Gaianus 


Gaion 


"Edmdtou 
[Euuavovń]à 
"Ettixtyt0¢ 
"Epwtos 
"Epwtdpetw 
"Epo[c]aptou 
"Epotüc 
"Eoxíag 
[Eddo]&tou 
Evyyvia 
Evyevie 
Evyeviou 
*Euddou 
Evoyuig 
Evdpata 
Evdpovi<o>yv 
DIN DVDR 
EvceBtou 
EvceBi<o>¢ 


Evotdbi<o>v 
Evdyor 
Evduptov 
Evtoxvia 
Evtpatédou 
bLunwp 


Nay 
"Elpas 


PhaBtavov 

T(itus) Flavius Clemens 
Fl(avio) Demetriano 
@)(doutos) Edoe Buc 
Flo[--] 

Phwpiavec 

Florus 

[F]uficius 

Qo«v»Asia Adpetxava 
Gov ela Adpetxava 
Adpetxavos DoUAetoc 
®ovptviou 


Tatav[dc] 
Tatavd[s] 
Tatwvos 


> Elisabe 
841 

842.55 
432b 

294 

322a; 322b 
114 

292; 293a 
389 

1050 

59 

796 

841 

582 

986 

841 

842.61 
407a, 407b 
841, 931; > Flavius 
842.12 

> Ewstat 
842.58 
950 

883 

59 

515 

817 

> Hezqiya 
266a; 
266b; 


> Claudius 
> Magnius 
842.67 

740 

740 

987 

732 

941 

842.51 

739 

423 

424 

416 

582 


842.38 
923a 
498a; 498b 


Gaius 

- Gaius Nanus 
Galene 
Galgul 

Gamla 
Gelasius 


Genethlius 
Georgia 
Georgius 


Germanus 
Glaucus 


Glyceria 
Gorgonius 
Gorion 
Graptus 
Greda 
Gregorius 
Grigor 


Haggai 
Haliba 
Halwan 
Hanan 


- Ananas 
- Anin 
Hanana 


Hananiah, Hananiya 


- Ananias 
- Aninas 


- Anis 
Hanin 
Haniya 
Hannah 
Harpagius 
Hbby 
Hedea 


Taiou 

0111 DINI 
Tav 
Sida 

RON 
TeAdot[os] 
TeAactou 
Teve8Atou 
Tewpyta 
T'eopytoc 
Tewpytou 
Te[w]pytou 
T'epu[avóc] 
Glauc[i] 
Glauco 
Glyceriae 
Top[yw]v[tou] 
[Tw] ptwv(os) 


NT 
Tpyyoptou 
8 nhann 


"n 
Non 
ibn 
nn 
[--]uin 
Avavas 
Aviv 
Nun 
niin 
nan 


Nnan 
mun 
[--Jun 
Avavias 
Avivas 
Avaivas 
Avis 
pn 
man 
nin 
Aprayı(o)s 
an 
‘Hoja 


Index of personal names 507 


20 

60 

527 
620col.b 
369a; 369b 
940 

946 

1029 

878 

824 

825, 880, 962 
846 

842.5 

740 

740 

842.10 

919 

241 

> Hetereius 
73 

1070 

817B 


454a; 454b; 454c 

224 

530 

288; 379 

624 

518 

Alla 

79a 

1019a-b 

68; 70; 72; 86; 90; 94; 102a; 102b; 
106; 142b; 187a-e; 192a-b; 246a; 
246b; 252; 277; 446a; 446b; 453a; 
528a-b, d; 572a-b; 610 

501 

161 

624 

518 

99a; 99c 

99b 

417 

85; 411b 

137 

79b; 299 

936 

439 

243 


508 Index of personal names 


Hekia 

Helazar 

Helena 

Heras 
Hermione 
Herus 

Hesychia 
Hesychius 
Hetereius Graptus 
Hetereius Rufus 
Hezir 

Hezkil 

Hezqiya 


- Ezekias 

- Ezekios 
- Hekia 

- Yehekiya 
- Yehezkiya 
Hidka 
Hilarius 
Hillel 
Hiracus 
Hon 
Honiya 


Honoratus 
Horcanus 
Horea 
Hosaias 
Hoshea 

- Hosaias 
Hypatius 


Iacchus 
Iacobus 
Iaeiros 


Ianuarius 
Iar[--] 
Iasion 


- [ason 


Tesua 
Iesus 


Nin 
"Hpüroc 
"Epgptóvnc 
“Hpott0¢ 
‘Ho[vxia] 
‘Hovyxiw 
Hetereio Grapto 
Hetereius Rufus 
m 
Soin 
mpm 
Np 
"Elexias 
"ECexiou 
mpn 
mpm 
mpm 
Npn 
Eidapiou 
Don 
Ipaxou 
an 

mmn 
man 


'Opxavóc 
‘Opyja 


yvin 
‘Ooatas 


‘Yrat[tos] 


Tax[xou] 


"I&etpoc 
"atepe 
"Taetpou 
"Iavo[uá]pt«o»c 
Iap[--] 
Taciwvo(s) 
Taciwvos 
"'Iacícov 
mo 

no 

10” 


> Hezqiya 
> Elazar 
303 

529 

294 

301 

1005 

898b 

741 

741 

137; 138 
50 

121; 524 
530 

422 

356b; 493 
188 

356a; 493b 
630 

282 

921 

45 

350 

504 

277 

457 

> Domitius 
236 

326a; 326b 
> Hoshea 
139; 443 
588 

988 


995 

> Yaakov 
164; 400a; 400b 
452b 

401b 

842.26 
842.17 

387 

388a 

388b; 388c 
388b; 388c 
103; 392 
643; 695; 700 
> Yeshua 

> Yeshua 


Ima 
Imrachius 
Joana 
Ioanas, Ioanes 
loazarus 
Iodius 
Iohana 
Iohannes 
Iona 
Ionas 
Ionathe 
Ionathes 
Ionice 
Tose 
Ioseph 
Iosepus 
Joses 
Iphigenia 
Iras 
Irene 
Isak 
Ishak 
Ishmael 


- Ismael 
Isidorus 
Ismael 

Israel 

Itharus 

Iuda 

Iudan 

Iudas 

Iudin 

Iudith 

Iulia 

Iulia Sabina 
Iulia Troxallis 
Iulianus 
Iulius 

C. Iulius Sabinus 
M. Iunius Maximus 
Iustinus 
Iustus 
Iuvenalius 
Izaton 


Jojik 


nns 
[--]PAXIO[--] 


"Ioatápou 


Iova 
Tova 


Eigvyevetac 
Eip&tos 
[Eipy]vy 


oxynw? 
oxyn[w?] 
SynwKr 
oNyncU 
Synw? 
Etopanr 
Eiotdapou 


p RI 
"Iüápou 


"Iovóei0 

"IouA (a 

Iuliae Sabinae 
TovAta Tpo£aA Atc 
TovAtavod 


[Gaius Iu]lius Sabinus 
M(arco) Iunio Maximo 
"Iovectvou 

"lobo voc 

"IovBeva(Atov) 

Iatw[v] 


Qnghy 


Index of personal names 509 


501; 1019a-b 
842.20b 

> Yehohana 
> Yehohanan 
158 

> Yehuda 

> Yehohana 
> Yehohanan 
494b 

991 

> Yehonatan 
> Yehonatan 
> Claudia 

> Yosef 

> Yosef 

> Yosef 

> Yosef 

105c 

291 

951 

> Yizhak 

> Yizhak 
203; 557a-b 
632 

167; 526a 
557c 

248a; 248b; 273; 442 
526a 

934 

> Ishmael 
42 

89 

> Yehuda 

> Yehuda 

> Yehuda 

> Yehuda 
590b 

545c; 554a-b 
742 

555 

842.27b 

> Domitius 
707 

721 

1072 

427a 

962 

440 


927 


510 Index of personal names 


KSC 
Karsa 
Kathros 


Laganion 
Lampadius 
Lazar 
Lazarus 
Leah 
Leazarus 
Leontius 
Leopeis 
Levi 


Licinia Chreste 
P. Licinius 
Liezer 

Lollia 

M. Lor(--ius) 


Lucas 


Lucianus 

Lucilia 

Sex. Lucilius Bassus 
Lwlm 

Lyda/Lydia 

Lysas 

Lysias 


Ma[--] 
Macarius 
Macui(--) 

L. Magnius Felix 
Maia 

Mairam 

Makai 

Mamas 

Manaem 

Mara 


- Maris 
Marcella 
Marcellinus 


RD Dp 


Aayaviwvos 
Aa<p>tadiou 


ard 


Agovttou 
Anotets 

nb 

Agvets 

Licinia Chreste 
P(ubli) (Licini) 


rr 

M(anio) Lor(--io) 
M(anius) L[or(--ius)] 
^AnLUuuu 

Aouxa([c] 
Aovx[eravds] 


Sex(to) Lu[cilio Basso] 
ND 

Nida 

Atioas 

Aucíou 

Aucía 


Ma[--] 

Maxdpi<o>s 

Macui(--) 

L(ucius) Magnius Felix 
Maia 


Maxat 
Maua 


mA 
Mapa 
Mapas 
Mapes 
Mapovu 
wn 





[Ma]pxeAXivoy 


360b 
> Bar Kathros 


551 

896 

> Elazar 

> Elazar 
242a,b; 394 
> Elazar 
996 

657 

233; 354; 563; 693 
354 

743 

743 

> Elazar 
176 

744 

744 

817 

1028 
842.34 

> Pompeia 
712 

1016 

947 

561 

512a 

512c 


373; 781a 
842.43 

758 

736 

562 

5 Mariam 
842.8 

912 

> Menahem 
97; 200; 262; 543; 563 
517a; 477 
448a 

48 

241 

571 

> Cyr[--] 
773 


Marcius 


Maria 
Mariados 
Mariam 


- Mairam 
- Maria 


- Mariados 
- Mariame 


- Mariamne 
- Marin 


Marin 
Marinus 
Marion 
Maris 
Martha 


Marulfus 
Marulla 
Matatai 
Mathia 
Mathias 
Mati 
Matis 
Matrona 
Mattata 
Mattathias 
Mattatiya 
Mattiya 


- Matatai 
- Mati 


Mápxasoc 
Mapxeos 


Mapiau 
on 


Mapay 
Mapia 
nn 


Mapias 
Mapi(as) 
[Ma]pias 
Mapíav 
Maptados 
Mapiduy 


Mapteduy 
Maptduvov 
rn 
U'upnp'üu 





Mapivou 
Marion 


ani 


smin] 
MápBac 
Mapéa 
Mapotadou 
MapAAac 


[Mart] pova 


"nnn 
"na 
nnn 
nn 


Index of personal names 511 


23b 

23a 

> Mariam 

> Mariam 

355b; 141b; 477 

168b; 168c; 175a; 175b; 217; 356a; 
368a; 368b; 403b; 444; 451; 462; 
482; 488; 503; 519; 537; 564b; 565; 
646 

141a 

21; 134a; 232a-b; 445 

49; 71; 116; 162b; 168a; 192c; 238; 
312; 384; 476; 564a 

856; 863; 900 

855 

803 

997 

261a; 261b 

133a; 133b; 199; 356a; 356b; 390; 
477; 494a; 494b; 566; 567; 568 
451 

133b 

569 

929 

5 Mariam 

861a 

570 

> Mara 

52; 975 252; 253; 272; 453a; 142; 
162a; 163a; 163b; 168a; 168b; 168c; 
196; 504a; 505; 511a; 511b; 572a-b 
429 

74 

500c; 573 

970 

486 

> Mattiya 

> Mattiya 

> Mattiya 

> Mattiya 

> Mattiya 

1015 

> Mattiya 

> Mattiya 

> Mattiya 

4; 75b 

75a; 204a; 204b; 381a; 381b; 575 
55 

481; 489a; 489b 


512 Index of personal names 


- Matis 
- Mathia 


- Mathias 


- Mattata 

- Mattathias 
- Mattatiya 
Maximus 
Megiste 
Menahem 

- Manaem 
Menas 


Mer[--] 
Metaborus 
Mika 
Mimmulla 
MI[k--] 
Mnaso 
Mocherus 
Modestus 
Moschas 
Murik 


Nadav 
Nage 
Nanus 
Natanilos 
Natira 
Nehemia 


Netanel 
- Natanilos 
Nicanor 


Nicandrus 
Nicolaus 
Niger 
Nikias 
Nikos 
Nison 
Nittai 
No[--] 
Nom|[--]s 
Nonnus 
Ny[--] 


wnn 

mvno 
Maa 
Mata 
Maétou 
Ma(6tou) 
gnnn 
Mattabiou 
iv nna 
Maximo 
Meyíecxc 
onin 
Movańų 
Myvčş 
Miva 
Mep[--] 
MetaBdpo<u> 
Mixa[c] 
Miupvdra 
[--3]9n 
Mvagotic 
Moxnpos 
Mod[éc] tou 
Moocxüc 
Untnyuwu 





IT 
Nayns 


RVVI 
manl 
[mn] 
manl 
Sxini 
Natavidov 
Netxavopos 
7171 
Nixdvdpou 
NixoAdov 
Ntyep 
op 

op 
Nicov 

"ni 

[--]13 
Noyg|--]c 
Nóvvou 


[--]n 











537 

146; 188; 451; 478a; 478b 
452b 

451 

218 

218 

185 

219 

276; 277; 380a; 380b, 621 
720; 5 Iunius 
297 

183; 187a-e; 318 
318 

38 

998 

842.27 

562 

886 

1015 

439 

328 

573 

834 

254 

839 


80 

550 

> Gaius 
> Netanel 
306 

310 
430a 
430b 

82; 576 
255 

98 

98 

222 

236 

28 
620col.b 
620col.b 
431a; 431b 
242 

538 
842.42b 
888 

538 


Obesha 
Olybrius 
Onesima 
Onesimus 
Orsilas 
Osebus 
Ovadiya 
Oved 


Pa[--] 
Pachomius 
Paiomtioue 
Pamphilus 
Papa 
Papias 


Papion 
Papus 


Paris 
Pasimus 
Paulus 


Pedaya 
Perekh 
Peresh 
Petrus 


Phaidrus 
Phasael 
Pheidon 
Philiscus 
Philodespotus 
Philodoxias 
Philon 
Philotarius 
Philus 
Phineas 

- Pinhas 


Phoebe 
Pindires 
Pinhas 
Playa 


NUMY 


'OXxvfpi(ov) 
‘Ovyciuy 
'Ov'wo(tpov) 


Opothas 
iy 
[Alay 
73 


IHa[--] 
IIayóptoc 
naloutoye 
Tlaudtros 
Tiara 
Tlantas 
D755 
Tlattiwvos 
Tldmos 

0135 

Iápic 
IIacípuou 
Tlatros 
IIa90A[oc] 
TlavAou 
[IT]avAou 
IIao[Aov] 
m5 

Tə 

wa 
Tlétpou 
Tlétpw 
MGunnuh 
^i:buxnnu 
Paiðpov 
®acandou 
Detdwvos 

Qu Loxog 
GA o8£omococ 
Pir0d081dd1 
Pihwv 

Qu ovcapiou 
®iAous 
OwéEas 
onnra 

noi 


Poiby 
Tvòipn 


mda 
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843 
1086; > Theodulus 
939 
888 
577 
843 
138 
137 


298; 842.32 
966 

1045 

1020 

842.9 
412a; 412b 
412a 

579 

117a; 117b 
505 

3 

904 

842.11 
923b 

999 

1074a 

1081 

17b 
600a-b 

599 

856; 860; 1015 
842.50; 913 
873 

813 

231 

105a; 105b 
432a 

329 
842.28 

767 

170; 433; 580 
581 

315 

313 

83a; 83b; 434 
406 

1004 

883 

> Phineas 
407a 


514 


Polla 

Pompeia Lucilia 
C. Pomponius 
Pontus 

Popeli 

Popienus 
Primus 
Procopius 
Protas 


Pshy 
Psyche 
Ptolatois 
Ptolemaius 
- Ptolma 
Pupius 


Qafa 


Ramon 
Ravid 
Ravikh 
Reuben 
Ro[--] 
Rosh 
Rufus 


C. Rusticius Apollonius 


Saba 
Sabatheus 
Sabatis 

Sabina 

Sabinus 

Sada 

Sadan 
Salamath 
Salame, Salami 
Salamsion, Sallamsion 
Salo 

Salome 

Salon 

Samuel 
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Toda 
Tovryia Aovxiàa 
G(aius) Pomp[oni]us 
Tlwvtou 
TlomeAt 
Tlomtyvo(s) 
Prim(i) 

TI[--] 
TIpwrts 
TIpwt(&t0s) 
[IHpc]c&c[oc] 
IIpoc[&]voc 
IIp[tox]& voc 
IIpgcc&rc[oc] 
"n3 

Yoxns 
IIcoAacotg 
o'n505 
TItoAua 
Tlomi<o>s 
Ilón(toc) 


Nap 


nan 
TAA 
TAA 
xh] 
Po|[--] 
win 


‘Povdou 


[‘Po]¥dou 
Taios‘Povotixi[ocs] AmoAAwv[tos] 


RAD 
XaQa0éov 
XaQacíc 


DnTS 
TTS 


Xauov5A 
LapouyAfos] 


150 
709 
745 
931 
583a-b 
842.33a 
760 
972 
118 
497a 
497c 
497d1 
497d2 
497e 
253 
584 
593 
693 
402a 
842.19 
842.30 


461b; 463; > Caiaphas 


56 

596 

596 

625 

585a 

285 

385; > Hetereius 
1113 

746 


483 

586 

330 

> Iulia 

> Iulius 
123 

123 

> Shalom 
> Shalom 
> Shelamzion 
> Shalom 
> Shalom 
> Shalom 
903 

1001 


- Shemuel 

- Shmuel 
Saphira, Sapira 
Sapphas 

Sara 


Saturninus 
Saulus 
Savora 
Secunda 
Sedata 
Selampsin 
Selamsion 
Selasion 
Seleucus 
Seth 
Severianus 
Severina 
Shabatiya 
Shabtai 

- Shabatiya 
Shalom 


- Salamath 
- Salame 

- Salami 

- Salo 

- Salome 


- Salon 

- Shalon 

Shallum (Shalum) 
Shalmu 

- Shalmai 


Lapouryrov 
Xau[ov92] 
[--] av 
Drow 


[Xa] mou 
10 

1110 

nw 

Xápa 

Xápac 
Lat[opvivou] 


NY 
[Xe]xotvda 


DeAevx[--] 
nw 
[Xeou]nyptavot 
Xeuxptvav 


nav 
"nav 


nbw 


[obw 

pow 

win (reversed) 
nw (confused order) 
Dero w 
Larw(u) 
Lerapad 
Larauy 
Laraut 

XaÀo 

Larouy 
Darou<y> 
XaAÀov 

nov 

mov 

now 

now 
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848 

1000 

646 

1019a-b 

> Shapira 
1111 

226 

201 

234 

33la 

331b; 331c 
769 

> Shaul 

129a; 129b 
171 

> Valeria 

> Shelamzion 
> Shelamzion 
> Shelamzion 
291 

144; 335 

1002 

764 

> Shabtai 

310 

1027 


25; 58a-b; 66; 72; 84a; 90; 126; 
147b; 169; 197; 256a; 256b; 256c; 
308a; 317; 339b; 340; 341a; 341b; 
448b; 464; 506; 528d; 587; 633; 
954b; 1017; 1088 

528a 

37; 45; 119; 143; 180; 190; 381a 
159 

595 

308a 

308b 

435 

587 

436 

134a; 589 

307; 319b; 339a; 590a 

412b 

591 

342 

53; 954a 

611 

611 
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Shamaya 

- Shammai 
Shapir 
Shapira 


- Saphira 


- Sapira 
Shaul 


- Saulus 


Shekhaniya 
Shelamzion 


- Shelamsi 
- Shelamza 
- Shelamzia 
- Salamsion 
- Sallamsion 
- Selampsin 


- Selamsion 
- Selasion 
Shemuel 
Shevat 
Shimi 
Shimon 


- Simon 


mynvo 
pav 

C "av 
RTW 
mvav 
NOV 
[s] vaw] 
Ladeipa 
Ladipa 
Lattipa 
binw 
bw 
Xdoros 
XdovAos 
Xao0ÀoU 
MIY 
rxnov 


mxsnbv 


why 
nynbw 
mnow 
[ZaAa]uot[cov] 
XaAAaucsiov 
Dedduypw 

Le Ad wow 
Leravaciwv 
Dedaciwyv 


vaw 
mw 
nynv 


pnw 
In]ynw 
[--]nv 
[--Iyav 
[Inpaw]] 
nno 
wD 


434; 630 

87 

197 

93; 174b; 215; 398; 598 

596; 597 

357 

174a 

398 

591; 592; 593 

208 

25; 26; 27; 110; 471; 472; 571 
449a 

269a 

110; 594b 

594a 

502 

19a; 19b; 178a; 178b; 257; 258; 
259a; 259b; 309a; 309b; 311; 382b; 
500b; 599 

209, 279b; 343; 369a; 369b; 382a; 
437; 536; 

87 

279a 

278 

165 

588 

309a 

309b 

279b 

500c 

> Samuel 

43 

85 

30; 31; 32; 33; 69; 76b; 102b; 122; 
128; 135; 136; 137; 144; 166; 176; 
192a-b; 239a; 259a; 260; 275a; 
275b; 280; 281; 282; 283; 314; 
337b; 343; 344; 345; 366b; 367a; 
367b; 368a; 368b; 370; 371b; 371c; 
443; 446a; 446b; 462; 471; 482; 
483; 490; 491a; 491b; 530; 567; 571; 
598; 600a-b; 648; 693 

371a 

288 

646 

649 

49 

54a-b 

172 


- Symeon 
Shmuel 
Shoshan 

- Shoshana 
Shovai 
Shulai 
Silas 
Silvanilla 
Silvanus 
Simon 
Simonides 


Sisenna 
Sisennius 
- Sisinius 
- Sisiniya 
Sition 
Sobius 
Solomon 
Somaon 
Sophia 


Sorra 
St[--] 

T. Statilius 
Stephanis 
Stephanus 


Storge 
Straton 
Strobilus 
Sugan 
Suganik 
Sutorius 
Symeon 


Tafzai 
Tanhum 
Tarfon 


Zywwv 

Xiuov 

Liwwv 
Liwwvos 
Xiuwv(os) 
Ziuw[vos] 

on (reversed) 
Dupewy 


ww 
aww 
"uv 
"wow 
EĞ 


[È ]Àovavoð 


Lipwvidys 
Lipwvidov 
Sis(ennae) 
ZXiwevvlo[u] 
[Z]ewto[v] 
wrp 
Ditlwvos 
LoBr(os) 
XoXouóv 
Xouaovy 
Xodía 
Lodias 
[D]odias 
Xóppa 
ETI[--] 
T(ito) Statili[o] 
Xtedavidos 
UTEHavos 
[Z]tépavog 
Utedavov 
LrTEepave 
Zropyy 
XtTpatwvos 
XapóiXoc 
Onr2uru 
Onr2uruluru 
[S]uto(ri) 


"NIB 
mnin 
pano 
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210 

391 

452b; 517b 
199; 324b; 331a; 372 
324a 

1003 
239b 

825; 959 
> Samuel 
61 

2355 

149; 

314; 

892 

> Tarquitia 
809 

> Shimon 
9; 487 

36 

1114 

931 

916 

791 

897 
842.33b 
1005 

419 

1004 

895 

858 

325b 
842.7 

704 

898a 

914 

99] 

897 

802 

200 

558 
842.16 
928 

925 

761 

> Shimon 


128 
374 
349; 358a; 358c 
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Tarquitia Silvanilla 
Tehinna 
Teimeiseion 


Telemachus 
Telesa 
Telesistratus 


Tertia 
T'ew 
Thadda 


Thaimi 
Thaliarchos 
Thama 
Tharephyllus 
Thecla 


Thenas 


- Theennas 
- Thennas 
Theod[--] 
Theodora 
Theodorus 


Theodosia 


Theodosius 
Theodotion 


Theodotus 
Theodulus 


- Theodulus Olybrius 
Theogenes 
Theomnestus 
Theophanion 
Theophanius 
Theophile 


Tarquitiae Silvanillae 
ginn 
[Tetwet]oeiwv[os] 
[Tetwercetwvoc] 
Tet[uet]oeiwvoc 
[Tet]uetreiwvolc] 
TeAé(u.axoc) 
Tedesca 
TeXeototpdtou 
TeXeciotpatos 
Teptiav 
(GLU 
[Oa]dda 

RTN 

©AIMI 
Oantapyos 
Oaua 
GapeduAAov 
GOéxAxc 

OéxAa 

Oevas 

Gevou 

Geevvac 
Oévvac 
O©c00[--] 
Ocodwpac 
O©ddwpols] 
Ocodwp<o>v 
O[eodwpov] 
[Oe]wðwp[ov] 
[Oeo]ddp{p}@ 
[©cod]wpol.] 
O[so]8ocíac 
Ocwdocta 
Ocodoctas 
Ocodoctou 
worn 
Ocodotiwvos 
Oddotos 
Ocddotov 
OcodovAw 
OcodovA(ov) 
OeodovA(ov) OAvBp(tov) 
Ocoyévous 
Ocouvy'o"tov 
Oeodaviou 
Oeodaviou 
nban 


747 
438 
497b 
497c 
497d1 
497d2 
768 
512d 
512a 
512c 
507 
839 
165 
204 
601a 
332a; 332b 
508 
842.46 
816 
962; 970 
22 

21 

427 
323 
1015 
856 
1005 
436 
1007 
1061 
1051 
821 
836 
878, 1006 
999 
657; 841 
211 
212 

9 
842.3 
913 
1086 
1086 
920 
933 
898a 
898a 
147a 


Theophilus 


Theophylactus 
Theoreos 
Theudas 
Theudion 
Theumnas 


Thomas 
Sex. Tim[--] 
Timotheus 
Tiratur 
Troxallis 
Tryphon 


Tsiviya 
Tuvia 
Tymy 


Urb[--] 


P. Va[--] 

Valan 

Valeria Aemiliana 
Valeria Sedata 
L. Valerius 
Valerius Ma[--] 
Vani 

Verina 
Verutarion 

Q. Ves|[--] 
Vettennus 
Victor 
Vitellius 


Yaakov 


- Jacobus 


- Yakob 
Yadit 
Yadua 
Yair 
Yakim 
Yakob 
Yannai 
Yason 
Yehekiya 


piban 
Ozodirov 
pivpyiarn 
Oewpov 

rmn 

mn 

Oevupvaes 
Oe(u)uv<a>T0¢ 
Owuğç 

S(extus) Tim[--] 
Tiwobéou 
S(h)n(w)uinny 


Tpvdwvos 
Tpvdwyv 
NAR 
maw 
nn 


Obpl--] 


P(ublius) Va[--] 
quunuuu 
Ovarepia Aip. Quay 
Valeria Sedata 
L(uci) (Valeri) 
Valeri Ma[--] 

"n 

Beptvy¢ 
Bepoutaptou 
Q(uintus) Ves[--] 
Ovettyvou 
Otvixtwp 
Vitel(li) 


app 
apy” 
[Taxe] 
"Iáàxo oc 
"Iax[o 0v] 
Suuunupuu 
Dnm 

yim 

VR? 

pot 


"Y 
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534 
898a; 933 
791 

484 
237a-b 
209 

213 

214 

811 

743 

794; 922 
810A 

> Iulia 
220 
358b; 358d 
115 

198 

439 


885 


729 
838 
710 
748 
748 
759 
144 
859 
221; 222 
732 
9 
749 
758 


67; 327; 531 
504b; 791 
817A 

588 

995 

837 

80 

271; 693 
402b 

183 

> Yaakov 
694 

> Iasion 
> Hezkiya 


519 
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Yehezkiya 
Yeho[--] 
Yehoezer 


- Yoezer 
Yehohanan 


- Ioana 
- Ioanas 
- Ioanes 


- loannes 


- Iohana 

- Iohannes 
- Yehohana 
- Yohan 

- Yohana 


- Yohanan 


Yehonatan 


- Ionathe 
- Yonatan 
- Ionathes 
Yehoni 
Yehoqim 


Yehose 
Yehzaq 
Yehuda 


[-- v 
ym 
yI 
aryr 
an 
nmm 


unm 
Twdvas 
"Twavas 
Twavys 
"Ioavyjou 
Twdvou 
[Twlavng 
"Imávvou 
"Io&(vvou) 
"Io&vvy 
"Iotvvqy 
[I]o&vvou 
[ Io]&vvou 
Iohana 
003569 
nmm 
3nhwu 
nm 
Nan 

unn 

um 

inim 


[inam 
Inm 
[Twvaby 
inp 
"Iová8xc 
nn 

"pm 
mpm 


pim 
mnm 


> Hezkiya 

228 

31 

367a; 367b; 369a; 371b; 371c; 693 
338; 367a; 549; 137 

371a 

50; 57; 58; 96; 115; 131a; 131b; 152; 
275a; 275b; 316; 347; 351; 459; 532; 
534; 535; 536; 537; 538; 542; 564a; 
596; 693 

533 

64 

447 

333a; 333b; 362a; 362b; 362c; 989 
267a 

400b 

179 

818; 859; 876, 880; 1071 

959a 

990 

1030 

858 

1015; 1081 

40 

973 

499b; 534 

813 

217 

499a 

137; 283 

157 

51; 63; 70; 77; 132a; 132b; 140; 172; 
184; 441; 500b; 702 

507 

493b 

153; 493a 

701 

65; 500a 

173 

470 

470 

> Yosef 

368a; 368b 

96; 108; 137; 161; 194; 215; 237a-b; 
244a-b; 245; 246a; 246b; 256b; 
256c; 256d; 268; 304; 341b; 353; 
405; 453b; 455; 459; 473; 510; 544; 
601; 651;353a; 353b; 405; 453b; 
455a; 459; 473; 544; 601; 651 


- Iodius 
- [uda 


- Judan 
- Iudas 


- [udin 

- Yehud 

- Yehudan 
Yeshebab 


Yeshua 


- Jesua 
- Jesus 


- Yeshu 
Yishmael 
Yitra 
Yizhak 

- Isak 

- Ishak 
Yoezer 
Yohan 
Yohana 
Yohanan 
Yokan 
Yonah 
Yonatan 
Yose 
Yosef 


num 
[n]mm 
nr 
mom 


"Ioótou 
Tovda 
Tovdi/a 
Tovdav 
Tovdas 
Tovdou 


[‘Io]bdou 


Tov [dou} 
Tovdous 
Tovdatos 
'Im08ou 
"Iovàty 


Teo 
mm 
agiw’ 
aiw” 
pw 


np 


Tecova 


Teaotic 
"Inctou 
Inoot 

Inoots 


w 
sum 
pny? 


Icax 
pnuN 


mr 
nm 


qoi 
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341b 

543 

545a 

34la 

552 

231; 554a-b 

545b 

174a; 426 

23c; 179; 215, 216; 517a 

231; 409 

269b 

480 

323 

55] 

553 

550 

43; 55; 450 

103 

368a 

368b 

109; 156; 195; 206; 239a; 260; 320; 
473; 474; 489a; 489b; 531; 546; 547 
295 

295 

247 

267a 

548b-c 

15a; 15d; 36; 425; 479; 480; 548a; 
583a 

547 

> Ishmael 

459 

34 

365 

1019a 

> Yehoezer 

> Yehohanan 

> Yehohana 

> Yehohanan 

696 

1027 

> Yehonatan 

> Yosef 

7; 16; 86; 95; 148; 157; 182; 193; 
316; 318; 319a; 336; 337a; 337b; 
338; 345; 394; 352b; 366b; 404; 
407a; 407b; 411b; 454a; 454b; 
454c; 461a; 461b; 474; 492; 504b; 
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- Iose 


- Ioseph 
- Iosepus 


- loses 
- Yehose 


- Yose 
Yudan 
Zachariah 

- Zekhariya 


Zaera 
Zahama 
Zanna 
Zebadaya 
Zekhariya 
Zenarus 
Zenas 
Zeno 
Zenodorus 
Zoila 
Zoneine 


[alom 

Jm 

"om 

qor 

105 (reversed) 


"'Iocé 
"oce 
"Ioc?j 
"Ioco 
"Toc() 


"IGewnoc 


[T]oe (0v 


"Ico fs 


nom 
now 
nov 
no 
T 


Zayapiov 
Zaxxapias 
inar 
[mor 
Zanpa 
NDnS 
Závvac 
mar 


Zynvapovtos 
Znva 

Zývwv 
[Zx]v[é]8tpoc 
Zola 
Z|ovetv]n(c) 


504c; 505; 535; 536; 539; 540; 541; 
542; 543; 547; 693 

16; 240 

63 

471 

83a; 83b; 137; 225; 531; 791 
881 

46 

81 

573 

134a; 134b; 1082 

318 

366a; 372; 401a; 401b; 556 
124 

231; 583a,b 

107 

352a 

475 

116 

455b 


189; 199 
959a 
92; 191 
629 

568 

79a 

828 

611 

> Zachariah 
151 
181a-b 
842.21 
952 

603 
994 
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App. 1*. Greek graffito on the western wall of the Temple enclosure, 2 c. (?) 


One-line inscription on the upper margin of a stone of the Herodian wall. The first 
letter of the inscription is a Greek delta, while the rest is in Latin script. A wedge, 
the usual symbol for centuria, is partly lost in the chipped upper-left corner of the 
stone. Marks of chiselling appear in the preserved part of the mark. 

Meas.: w. ca. 72 cm; letters 5-8.5 cm. 


Findspot: On the western wall of the Temple enclosure, on the third stone from the 
southern corner, row H (Mazar’s excavations, Area VII). 
Pres. loc.: See findspot. 


>AOMITIIFIRMI i EA VM. wee emo UNT 


(centuria) Domitii 
Firmi 





Centuria of Domi- 


tius Firmus. fig. 1* 


Comm.: Row H was located at about eye-level for a person standing on the pave- 
ment of a Roman road that the skirted the western wall of the Temple Mount en- 
closure in the Roman period. This road was at a much higher level than the paved 
street of the Second Temple period, the main thoroughfare of Jerusalem before 70 
CE. Row H was still accessible in the Byzantine and early Islamic periods, but later 
- at least from the Crusader period on - it was buried in debris and earth, until it 
was uncovered in Benjamin Mazar's excavations in 1968. Since then the inscription 
is inaccessible, high up in the wall south of the pier of Robinson's Arch. The in- 
scription hints to a military presence in this area, and may support the hypothesis 
suggested by some scholars in recent years that a military camp was located at the 
foot of the southwestern corner of the Temple Mount enclosure around the time of 
the foundation of Aelia Capitolina (Stiebel, Mazar). 

The mixture of Greek and Latin characters is not an unknown phenomenon: 
an example appears in one of the inscriptions of the siphon of the high level aque- 
duct (Di Segni, in: D. Amit - J. Patrich - Y. Hirschfeld eds., The Aqueducts of Israel, 
2002, 44, no. 12). 


Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: Temple Mount Excavations IV 347f. fig. 19,1 (ph.) (ed. pr.). - On the site, 
see G. Stiebel, in: A. Faust - E. Baruch eds., New Studies on Jerusalem. Proceedings ofthe Fifth 
Conference, 1999, 68-103; E. Mazar, in: Temple Mount Excavations IV 1-8. 


Photo: Temple Mount Excavations IV 347 fig. 19,1 (courtesy of E. Mazar). 
LDS 


524 Appendix by LDS 
App. 2*. Greek (?) letter on column drum 


Letter incised upon one end of a column drum. 
Meas.: letter ca. 8 cm. 


Findspot: In secondary use, together with other architectural elements, in a poorly 
built Byzantine structure erected on top of “Eusebius’ House”, in the northern part 
of the City of David. 


Pres. loc.: Not located. 


^ ^ 
f IP): 

| 7s 
Comm.: The letter is probably a Greek beta, standing for the num- | 3 
ber 2; if Latin, it could only have been a mason's mark, but Latin ma- s | 
son's marks are not known in Jerusalem before the Crusader period. ; i 
The letter would not have been visible once the drum was setin the į 2 


column; therefore Macalister surmised that it probably served as j 
a guide for the builder for inserting the drum at its proper place. fig. 2* 
However, “2” might also mean that the column to which the drum 

belonged was to be the second in a particular row (for two numbered columns, dat- 
ed 187 or 188, see DGI nos. 141, 142). The drum was reused in a Byzantine structure 
erected on top of the “House of Eusebius”, so called because of a brick discovered in 
it, stamped with the name Eusebius in Greek (see App. 52*b). Macalister believed 
that the architectural elements originally came from Eusebius’ House, which he 
dated to the Roman period. Thomsen accordingly dated the inscribed drum to the 
1 c. CE. However, the mansion is now dated to the Byzantine period (H. Geva, 
NEAEHL 2, 772). Hardly any remains of the Roman period were uncovered in the 
City of David; moreover, in the 2 c. this area was apparently quarried for stone. 
Therefore the drum probably belongs either to the Second Temple period or to the 
early Byzantine period, which strengthens the assumption that the letter is Greek. 


Bibl.: R.A.S. Macalister, PEQ 56, 1924, 22 pl. 2 d (ed. pr.). - Id. - J.G. Duncan, PEF Annual 4, 
1926, 118f. fig. 115 d; Thomsen II no. 219 A. 
Photo: Macalister 1924 pl. 2 d (dr.). 

LDS 


App. 3*. Greek inscription on terracotta figurine, Second Temple period 


Foot of a terracotta figurine, broken at the end. On the sole, inscription impressed 
before firing. It seems to be complete, for only the toes ofthe foot are missing. The 
height of the letters is irregular; eta has a sloping middle bar. Lunate sigma. 

Meas.: h 7 cm, w 3.6 cm; letters 1-2.4 cm. 
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Findspot: Stratum IV A (Herodian period) at Ramat Rahel, in the complex south of 
the monastery (Locus 913, Square 22M in plan, Aharoni 1964, fig. 1). 
Pres. loc.: Not located. 


AAHX 
“Adys 
Hades. 


Comm.: Terracotta figurines were com- 
mon votive offerings; a few from the 
Iron Age were also found at the site (A. 
Ciasca in: Aharoni 1964, 95-100 pls. 35- 
37). The figurines and the clay moulds 
that served for their production are a 
frequent find in Hellenistic layers, as 
well as in those of the Roman period. 
The moulds and the figurines are some- 
times inscribed, usually on the back, 
with names, letters or signs seemingly 
identifying the coroplast who manufac- 
tured them (cf. SEG 31, 879, 880, 888; 
32, 333, 394; 40, 329; 43, 112; 46, 322). 
“Adns, however, does not seem to be a fig. 3*.2 
personal name but rather to represent 

the chthonic god Hades; if so, the inscription identifies not the craftsman but the 
figure itself. The cult of Hades, Lord of the Underworld, is rare other than in a 
funerary context. In the Hellenistic and Roman periods, he was usually venerated 
in his beneficent hypostasis, Pluto, the god of abundance and wealth. But, since he 
is identified here by the name of Hades, apparently the infernal god was meant. 
In inscriptions, ddy¢ appears almost solely as a term for the grave, death, or the 
underworld, though the infernal god is sometimes invoked in magic texts (e.g. law 
BeleBud “Aidy¢ in a lead tablet of the Roman period from Cumae, IGR I 415). In 
representations, Hades is most often accompanied by Demeter, alone or with Kore 
or Dionysus, in a clear allusion to the Eleusinian mysteries in which Hades, his wife 
Persephone (Proserpina, Kore), her mother Demeter, and Kore's later companion, 
Dionysus, were the focus of the cult. An allusion to the Eleusinian mysteries is 
found in a mosaic pavement of the Roman villa at 'Ein Ya'el (no. 730). 





Bibl.: Y. Aharoni, Excavations at Ramat Rahel, 1964, 42 fig. 27, 7; pl. 8, 4 (ed. pr.). 
Photo: Aharoni, 1964 pl. 8, 4; fig. 27, 7 (ph. and dr.). 
LDS 
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App. 4*. Greek epitaph on marble cippus, 1-2 c. CE 


Marble cippus bearing a 6-line inscription surmounted by a leafy wreath. No ad- 
ditional details. 


Findspot: In the Muslim Quarter of the Old City, in digging the foundations of the 
Austrian Hospice. 
Pres. loc.: Not located. 


ATIMHTE 
XPHXTEKAI 
AAYTIE 
XEPEKAAQ2 
ZH£XAXETH 
NE 


Atiunte | xpnoté xai | &Xvme, | x ape: xaAàc | Choas Ety | ve 
Atimetos, good and innocent, farewell! having lived honourably for 55 years. 


Comm.: Thomsen dates the inscription to the 1 c. CE, but the formula is more com- 
mon in the 2 c. Robert noted that this kind of cippus, crowned with a leafy garland 
and bearing this same funerary formula, is common in Sidon, and many exemplars 
were brought from there to different places by collectors and antiquities merchants. 
In spite of the fact that this one was found in a dig, it might well originate from 
Sidon and have been brought to Jerusalem at some time in past centuries. Certainly 
it was not in situ, as this part of Jerusalem was always within the city boundaries 
and therefore no tomb could be found there. 


Bibl.: Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, CRAI 1874, 106ff. (ed. pr.). - Thomsen II no. 92 A; L. Robert, 
Berytus 16, 1966, 28-33; BE 1980, 550. - For this kind of funerary cippus, with the said for- 
mula, see also A. Dain, Les inscriptions grecques du Musée du Louvre. Les textes inédits, 
1933, 95-121 nos. 87-137 (51 of a total 92 pieces of this type at the Louvre); L. Curchin, ZPE 
36, 1979, 135f. 
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App. 5*. Greek epitaph painted on stone, Roman period 


Block of stone with fresco painting, featuring a veiled woman lying on a bed with 
a stool at its feet, surrounded by flowers. Painted inscription in the field. No ad- 
ditional details. 


Findspot: In the Muslim Quarter ofthe Old City, found in digging the foundations 
ofthe Austrian Hospice. 
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Pres. loc.: Not located. 


EAAPIA 
XPHXTEKAIA 
AYIIEXAIPE 


"EAapía, | yonote xai Aune, yatpe. 
Hilaria, good and innocent, farewell! 


Comm.: Thomsen dated the inscription to the 1 c. CE, but a general ascription 
to the Roman period seems safer. The formula ypyote xal ddume, though most 
common in Syria and especially in Sidon (Curchin; Robert), is not unknown in 
Palestine: see, for instance, SEG 16, 847 from Caesarea; L. Di Segni, in: N. Arbel 
ed., Ashkelon I, 1990, 71 no. 7 (Hebr.) from Ascalon. Frescoed tombs with human 
figures and Greek inscriptions are also not unknown, even in Jerusalem: see no. 
750. However, this block was certainly not in situ (see App. 4*) and the fact that it 
was found together with the cippus of suspect Sidonian origin puts an additional 
question mark on its provenance. 


Bibl.: Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, CRAI 1874, 106ff. (ed. pr.). - Thomsen II no. 92 B - On the for- 
mula, cf. L. Curchin, ZPE 36, 1979, 135f.; BE 1980, 550. 


LDS 


App. 6*. Latin inscription on a bronze fibula, 1 c. CE 


Celtic fibula of the Aucissa type. 


Findspot: Found in 1934 in a tomb of the necropolis of Karm esh-Sheikh, in the 
course of the construction of the Palestinian Museum (Rockefeller Museum). 
Pres. loc.: Rockefeller Museum, IA A no. 1935-3276. 





AUCISSA 


Aucissa 





(ow 
SETS 
TOUT 


Comm.: The fibula was 
found in a tomb, together 
with a coin of the second 
year of the Great Revolt, 
67/8, possibly the tomb of 
a Roman soldier who was killed in the siege of Jerusalem. The name Aucissa indi- 
cates the maker of these fibulae, which are of a type common in Western Europe. 
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The date assigned to this type of fibula, based on the archaeological context of 
the European finds, is 10-50 CE; the latest example, from Wroxeter in England, is 
dated 80 CE. An identical fibula was found at Alchester, Oxfordshire: cf. J.H. Iliffe, 
Antiquaries Journal 12, 1932, 40f., 64f, pl. XVII 8d. 


Bibl.: J.H. Iliffe, QDAP 6, 1936 [1938], 21f. fig. 3 (ed. pr). - For this type of fibula, see E. Rit- 
terling, Das frührómische Lager bei Hofheim i.T., 1913, 126 Va; 137 fig. 23, 28; 140 no. 28; pl. IX 
191-202. On the site, see Kloner, Survey of Jerusalem, 2001, 110*(e), 140(h) no. 339. 


Photo: Iliffe, QDAP 6, 19 fig. 3. 
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App. 7*. Gem with Greek inscription, 1 c. CE(?) 


Oval intaglio of dark and light blue niccolo. Four-stroke sigma; ligature of omicron 
and upsilon. 


Findspot: Jerusalem, according to information in catalogue. 
Pres. loc.: Unknown. 


XIN 
TAP 
EOY 


Xw|yap|éou 
(Property) of Singareos. 


Comm.: The four-stroke sigma points to an early date, not later than the 1 c. CE. 
The ligature of omicron and upsilon, though most typical of the Byzantine period, 
first appeared in the Flavian period (Avi-Yonah, Abbreviations 119). Probably the 
name engraved on the gem is that of the owner. - For photo, see Sales Catalogue 
Jacques Schulman, Amsterdam, no. 238, June/July 1989, 27, 29 no. 121. 


Bibl.: SEG 39, 1627 (ed. pr. from photo in catalogue). 
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App. 8*. Greek mosaic inscription in a pool 


Small shallow pool, oval (or rather rectangular with rounded corners), measuring 
75 x 65 cm, with outflow 10 cm wide, paved in red, black and white tesserae not 
very regular in size. The upper half has a geometrical decoration, the bottom has a 
Latin cross surrounded by florets and flanked by the usual formula. The nomina 
sacra are marked with horizontal strokes. 

Meas.: letters 0.8-1 cm. 
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Findspot: North of the ruined mosque el-Mansuriyeh, in front of the modern 


church of Dominus Flevit. 
Pres. loc.: Not located. 


Iz X= 
AQ 


"IQqoo8)c | X(ptotd)¢ | Ada ðuéya 
Jesus Christ, beginning and end. 


Comm.: A quote from Apoc. 1,8; 21,6; 22,13. 
Thomsen dated to the 5 c., Bieberstein - Bloed- 
horn to the 5-6 c., but the shape of omega, like 
an upside-down M, points to a date in the 7 c. 
and possibly later. Avi-Yonah offered no opin- 
ion. 








fig. 8* 


Bibl: L. Vincent, RB 17, 1908, 122-5 (dr.) (ed. pr). - R. Horning, ZDPV 32, 1909, 127 no. 8; 
Thomsen I no. 25; Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle, 389 pl. 43, 3; M. Avi-Yonah, QDAP 2, 
1932, 165 no. 110; H. Leclercq, DACL 13,1, 844f. fig. 9475; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 275. 


Photo: Vincent, RB 17, 1908, 123 (dr.). 
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App. 9*. Mosaic floor with quotation 


Fragmentary mosaic; no details. 


Findspot: In the Greek Angelismos church at Karm es-Saiyad (Viri Galilaei) on the 


Mount of Olives. 
Pres. loc.: Lost. 


Küptoc purdger Thv eicoddv cou xal thy £&o06vy cou 
The Lord will guard your coming in and your going out. 


Comm.: Horning mentions a fragmentary mosaic in the Greek Angelismos church, 
ascribing the report to Vincent but without giving a reference. Avi-Yonah adds the 
information that the fragments contained a quotation of Ps 120 (121), 8. Thomsen 
did not include it in his list of inscriptions. 


Bibl.: R. Horning, ZDPV 32, 1909, 127 no. 1; M. Avi-Yonah, QDAP 2, 1932, 165 no.111 (2). - For 
the site, see introduction to nos. 828-830. 
LDS 
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App. 10*. Greek building inscription on mosaic floor in the 
Monastery of Theodorus and Cyriacus, 7-8 c. 


Round mosaic medallion with a floral frame in red, black, olive green, gray and 
white tesserae. At its centre is an eight-line inscription traced in black tesserae, 
oriented to the south. The lines are separated by double rows of red tesserae. The 
characters are squat, with flat bases and notable serifs; omicron and delta have a 
central dot and omega has two. Lunate sigma, w-shaped omega. Abbreviations are 
marked with a small diagonal stroke; OY is in ligature in 11.2 and 5. 

Meas.: @ 137 cm (outer frame), 79 cm (inner frame); letters 6.5-7 cm. 


Findspot: In the southernmost room (Room 27) of the western annex of the Mon- 
astery of Theodorus and Cyriacus (Unit G): see D. Amit - J. Seligman - I. Zilberbod, 
in: G. Bottini - L. Di Segni - L. Chrupcala eds., One Land - Many Cultures, 2003, 
140 fig. 1 (plan). 


Pres. loc.: Knesset Archaeological Garden. 


EIIIO 

EQAOPOY 

IIPEZBYTE 

POYKHIOYME 

NOYKKYPIAKMO 

NAXOYETE | f 

EPON 125, mirarse Ea) 
— ASIENTO i-i 4 

App. crit.: Oc'0'd" ‘pou. A h NSP KY UAL MOR Š ie 

Eni ©|ewddpov | 3 SH dr d 

mpecuce|pou x(ai) 2* pr Ctl AN4 

hyovue|vov x(al) ! <= oie, 

Kupiax(od) uo|vaxo0 - t ide 

éyé|vec(o) «(5) r&v | £pyov 





Under Theodorus priest 
and hegumen and Cyri- 
acus monk all this work 
was done. 


fig. 10* 


Comm.: The room containing the inscription, a hall 7 x 8 m, has a colourful mo- 
saic pavement; it was entered from the north and the inscription was read from the 
entrance. A rectangular marble table, 130 x 88 cm, was found here, an indication 
that this may have been a dining room for guests. The second personage mentioned 
in the inscription, Cyriacus, may have been the monk in charge of hospitality. The 


Appendix by LDS 531 


form of the letters of the inscription points to a date in the late 7 c. or early 8 c. This 
fits in well with the archaeological data, which date the building of the annexes - 
among them the western wing - to the Umayyad period. 


Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: G. Bottini - L. Di Segni - L.D. Chrupcala eds., One Land - Many Cultures, 
2003, 149-51 (dr.) (ed. pr.). - SEG 53, 1854; BE 2004, 389 = D. Feissel, Chroniques 218 no. 702; BE 
2005, 532. — For the site, see nos. 817a-b. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 
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App. 11*. Greek building inscription on mosaic floor 
of the Kathisma Church, 8 c. (?) 


Fragmentary inscription framed in a round medallion set in a white mosaic pave- 
ment. The circular frame is decorated with a zigzag pattern in red, black and yel- 
low, imitating a garland. The left side and the lower part of the medallion are lost 
and only three lines of script remain, separated by rows of red tesserae; 11.2 and 3 
lack a few letters at the beginning. The characters are traced in black tesserae on 
the white background. They are well-spaced and squat, with notable serifs; round 
letters have a flattened base and a pointed top. Lunate sigma in 1.2. The diphthong 
OY is in ligature and a small stigma marks an abbreviation in 1.2. The letters in the 
first line form a monogram flanked by two sprigs and surmounted by a cross. The 
central element of the monogram is a large mu with broken middle bar, topped by 
a ligature of omicron-upsilon on the left, with an alpha hanging from the angle of 
the middle bar, a beta attached to its left leg, and a square sigma and a kappa to its 
right leg. The right segment of the mu and the bottom leg of the kappa can be seen 
as forming a lambda, and iota can be supplied by the upright legs of mu. 

Meas.: Ø ca 1 m (max.). 


Findspot: In the upper pavement of one of the outer rooms southwest of the octago- 
nal church, in the western part of the room, Locus 292: see R. Avner et al., HA-ESI 
113, 2001, 134 fig. 199 (plan). 


Pres. loc.: In situ, covered with sand. 


BMOYAXKA 
[]JPONOIAKfXIIOYAH 
[..JANNOYEN [--] 

[--] 

App. crit.: BaotAtou ed. pr.; 
Feissel adds mu, and prob- 
ably kappa and rho, the last 
being due to a mistake in the 
drawing. 
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AUB BacUuoxo0. | [II]povota x(al) cnovdy | [Iw]dvvou év[xAciotob --] 
Of Abba Basiliscus (7). By the provision and effort of Ioannes the recluse (?) ... 


Comm.: The Kathisma Church has three building phases, which are known from 
the literary sources as well as attested archaeologically. Its foundation is firmly 
dated to the mid-5 c. Far-reaching modifications were carried out in the 6 c. and 
new mosaic floors were laid over the original mosaic floors of the church. New 
alterations were carried out in the third phase, and new mosaic floors were laid: a 
terminus post quem for this phase is provided by coins and pottery of the first half 
of the 8 c. found under the third-stage pavements. The room in which the medal- 
lion is found is part ofa set of rooms built to the southwest ofthe octagonal church, 
which probably belonged to its monastery. The inscription was set in the upper of 
two mosaic pavements. This pavement is at the same level and associated with the 
same pottery as the third-phase pavements in the adjacent rooms. The inscription 
can therefore be tentatively dated to the mid-8 c. 

In the ed. pr. the monogram was read BaotAiov, and an identification was sug- 
gested with Basilius, patriarch of Jerusalem between 821-839, at the time of caliph 
al-Ma'mun who, unlike his predecessor, showed benevolence to the Christians (Eu- 
tychius, Annales, tr. B. Pirone, 1987, 401-4). However, that solution overlooked the 
central element of the monogram. Therefore we suggest reading Au& BactAtoxod, 
probably the name of the abbot of the monastery attached to the Kathisma Church 
when the inscription was written. The Aramaic title Abba, "father", in Greek 
'^BBac, 'ABB&, often accompanied the names of Palestinian monks, especially if 
they were elders of the monastery, priests or abbots (e.g., SEG 8, 37, 317; 30, 1689; 
31, 1400, 1430; 44, 1409, all from Palestinian monasteries). Sometimes the term is 
spelled Au 8a, according to the local way of rendering a strong beth (e.g., c4uBatov 
for caBBatov): see SEG 40, 1453; Bagatti, Judaea 140 note**. For a recluse and a 
stylite (also a recluse of a kind) as curators of building projects, in the 6 and 8 c., see 
SEG 8, 39-40; 44, 1409-1410. 


Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: G. Bottini - L. Di Segni - L.D. Chrupcala eds., One Land- Many Cultures, 
2003, 187f. (dr., ph.) (ed. pr.). - BE 2005, 533; SEG 53, 1855. - For the site, see R. Avner - G. Lavas 
- I. Rosidis, HA-ESI 113, 2001, 89*-92*(e), 133-7 (h); R. Avner, in: One Land- Many Cultures, 
173-86. 


Photo: Di Segni, 2003, 187. 
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App. 12*. Greek building inscription in a mosaic floor, 20 June or July 762 


The inscription is framed in a tabula ansata with small handles set at the centre (?) 
of the mosaic pavement of a room whose dimensions are uncertain, for no walls 
survived above floor level. The white mosaic floor was divided into four sections by 
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black stripes: two rectangles flanking a square that enclosed a smaller square. The 
central square contained the tabula ansata, the right side of which was missing. A 
red and white medallion, 34 cm in diameter, featuring a four-tipped star within a 
double circle, was located immediately below the inscription. On the assumption 
that this decorative element was set on the axis of the rectangle, the complete width 
of the tabula ansata can be reckoned to ca. 135 cm. The inscription is oriented to 
the southeast. The letters were traced in black tesserae on a white background. 
They belong to the oval alphabet and show some characteristics of a late period: 
flattened bases and tops, notable serifs. Upsilon slants to the left. The diphthong 
OY is often in ligature. A iota with trema in 1.9 resembles a tau, and in 1.10, a gam- 
ma. Stigma is consistently used for xat. An abbreviation and two figures in 1.10 are 
marked with horizontal stroke, while the number in 1.11 is unmarked. My(v1) is ab- 
breviated with eta over mu. The last line is centred and has a sprig on the left side; 
probably another sprig filled the blank after the number of the year. Two phonetic 
peculiarities can be noted: twice upsilon is used instead of iota, and xepemioxomoc 
is written with a redundant iota. 

Meas.: h 125 cm, w ca. 70 cm (max); letters ca. 8 cm. 


Findspot: In a room at the northeastern corner of a building identified as an eccle- 
siastical establishment, on an ancient path leading to Nebi Samwil, one km north- 
east of a secondary Roman road from Jerusalem to Emmaus; now in the grounds 


of a yeshivah in Ramot Polin. 
Pres. loc.: Destroyed by illegal building. 


ETEAEIOGHT([-- ca. 10 letters missing] 
'TOYENTAYT-- ca. 11 letters missing] 
'TYPOXTEQOPI[-- ca. 10 letters missing] 
POYTOYATIQOTA[-- ca. 9 letters missing] 
XOYSOEOAQOPOYT-- ca. 8 letters missing] 
POYSXCOPIEIIIZKO][-- ca. 7 letters missing] 
SIIPOOYMYAJXT [-- ca. 7 letters missing] 
BYTEPOYSIIANT OY[-- ca. 6 letters missing] 
KYONAYTOYENMHT [-- ca. 6 letters missing] 
KINAIK-L-EETOY=KOY[-- ca. 5 letters missing] 


(sprig) [ENA 


App. crit.: ll. 8-9 rávro[v evvot]|x Twv ed. pr; n&vvo[v vàv oi]|x Cov Feissel; l. 9 ux (vi) tlob--] ed. 
pr. or T[ouvic] or I[ovuA(c] ed. pr. 319 n. 13; T[avovapíov] Feissel (too long even with ligatures). 





EreAciby [td næv Epyov] | tod évcaO[0a oixou tod udp]|tupos Tewpy[tou ri 
Oc0da]|pou tot ayiwtd[tov matpidp]|you (xal) Oeoðwpov [npsc Buc£]|pou (xai) 
xwp{itemtoxd[mov omovdy] | (nal) mpobup' ig Xtled(avou) mpec]|Butépou (xai) 
Tavtwl[v tõv oi]|x' (cv adtod év unv) Tlouviw or T[ovAte] | x ivdix(tidivos) te’ rovc 
x(dop)ou [xticews] | Gove’ 
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The whole building of this house here of the martyr George was completed under the 
most holy patriarch Theodorus and Theodorus, priest and chorepiscopus, by the ef- 
fort and zeal of Stephanus the priest and all his household, on the 20th of the month 
of June (or July) of the 15th indiction, in the year 6254 of the creation of the world. 


Comm.: This inscription is definitely later that the Muslim conquest, which was 
fixed by the editors as the chronological boundary of the CIIP; nevertheless it is 
presented here, due to its importance as evidence for the adoption of the Alexan- 
drian creation era in Jerusalem. Year 6254 of the Alexandrine computation, already 
used by 6-c. Palestinian writers (e.g., Cyril of Scythopolis), gives a date between 25 
March, 762 and 24 March, 763. June or July 762 fell in the 15th indiction. At the 
time, the patriarch of Jerusalem was Theodorus (cf. Fedalto 1002), whose name fits 
well in ll.4-5. The inscription indicates that the complex belonged to the Jerusalem 
Church. Its remains are extremely scanty and poorly preserved: only some walls, 
looted below the level of the floor, are preserved. The built area was surrounded by 
40,000 sqm of farmland bounded by fences that enclosed agricultural installations. 
The complex should probably be described as a suburban farm, perhaps established 
to exploit land owned by the Church and manned by monks. The scarcity of finds 
and the looted state of the building made it impossible to determine whether it 
existed before the 8 c. - in which case the inscription commemorates a renovation 
- or was only founded in 762. The former is more likely, judging by the parallel of 
the coenobium of Ras et-Tawil, northeast of Jerusalem, a Byzantine monastery and 
farm that continued in use into the 8 c. (Gibson). 


Bibl.: L. Di Segni, SBF 40, 1990, 316-9 (ph.) (ed. pr.). - BE 1992, 650 = D. Feissel, Chroniques no. 
754; SEG 40, 1481; Di Segni, ARAM 15, 2003, 247, 260 fig. 1; SEG 53,1835. - On the site, see Conder 
- Kitchener, SWP 3 Judaea 56£; R. Arav - L. Di Segni - A. Kloner, SBF 40, 1990, 313-20 pls. 41-44; 
TIR, 213, s.v. Ramot, Jerusalem; Fischer - Isaac - Roll, Roads II 258 no. 131; Kloner, Survey of Jeru- 
salem, 2001, 95*(e), 75f.(h) no. 11. - Cf. S. Gibson, BAIAS 4, 1985/86, 69-73; G. Fedalto, Hierarchia 
Ecclesiastica Orientalis II, 1988. 


Photo: Arav - Di Segni - Kloner, SBF 40, 1990 pl. 44,7. 
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App. 13*. Mosaic with Greek letters 


Two Greek letters above a Latin cross and two (?) under the arms of the cross, all traced 
in black tesserae on a white background with mixed some gray and black tesserae. 
Meas.: letters 7-7.5 cm. 


Findspot: Greek Orthodox Church of Mary's Nativity in the Via Dolorosa near the 
Lions' Gate (St. Stephen's Gate), in the mosaic pavement of the upper chapel. 
Pres. loc.: See findspot. 
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TH 
TN 


T(6)m(0s) | y(ev)v(jc enc). 
Place of (Mary's) birth. 


Comm.: According to tradition, the home of 
Anna and Joachim, the birthplace of the Vir- 
gin Mary, was located in this area, which led 
the Crusadersto build St. Anne's Church near 
the ruined Byzantine Probatica Church. A 
partly rock-cut room with a Byzantine pave- 
ment that was discovered beneath the Cru- 
sader church was said to mark Mary's birth- 
place (H. Geva, NEAEHL 2, 781). In 1856 the 
sultan granted the site to the French, who ex- 
cavated it and built the St. Anne's compound 
there (Ben Arieh 171ff.). The Greek-Ortho- 
dox shrine is attested for the first time some years later, in 1876: it was a nunnery of 
forty deaconesses (Ben Arieh 223). It seems likely that, vis-a vis the appropriation by 
the Catholics of the place hallowed by Mary's birth, the Greek Orthodox took care 
of establishing their own location nearby. The shrine consists of two chapels, one 
above the other, accessed through stairs leading down into an underground cave, 
apparently one of the ancient cisterns behind the Probatica. Thomsen, who visited 
the place on December 13, 1911, thought that it was a Jewish burial ground, but this 
is unlikely, for the area was always within the city wall. In Thomsen's opinion, the 
inscriptions in the monastery were forgeries. The rough appearance of the mosaic 
and of the letters, the shape of the gamma, and the extreme abbreviation, all suggest 
a late date, probably outside the boundaries of the Corpus. However, the discovery 
of Byzantine pavements beneath St. Anne leaves an opening for the hypothesis that 
the pavement here might be Byzantine too, perhaps restored or relocated in the 19 c. 





Bibl.: Thomsen I no. 9c* (ed.pr.). - M. Avi-Yonah, QDAP 2, 1932, 176 no. 156. - Cf. Y. Ben Arieh, 
Jerusalem in the 19th Century I, 1984. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 
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App. 14*. Mosaic with Greek letters 


Three-line inscription roughly traced in black tesserae within an unframed square 
of mosaic inset in a differently patterned pavement. The square seems to be all that 
remains of an earlier pavement containing an inscription. Lunate sigma. 
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Meas.: h 20, w 18 cm; letters 5-7.5 cm. 


Findspot: Greek Orthodox Church of acd S Mid lower Ls in 


Pres. loc.: See findspot. 


TIIX 
KT® 
IKM 


App. crit.: 1.3 T(oaxip) x(at) M(aptas) 
Thomsen. 

T(ó)n(o)c 

x(ai) v(&)o(oc) 

"I(oa)x (Op. 


Place and tomb of Joachim. 





Comm.: The interpretation suggested by Thomsen is problematic, considering that 
the place was supposed to be the house of Mary's parents, not the tomb of either 
of them, not to mention of Mary, whose tomb was venerated in the Kidron Valley. 
In any case, Joachim's memory would have been linked with that of Anna his wife, 
not with Mary's: this objection is particularly cogent if, as Thomsen believed, the 
inscriptions were a forgery, presumably of the Greek inmates of the monastery. 
More likely the three letters represent the name of Joachim, spelled with a kappa; 
cf. I[AKEIMOX on an ossuary from Jifna (L. Vincent, RB 22, 1913, 104). 


Bibl.: Thomsen I no. 9b* (ed.pr.). - M. Avi-Yonah, QDAP 2, 1932, 176 no. 156. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 
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App. 15*. Mosaic with Greek letters 


Three letters in mosaic; no details. 


Findspot: According to Thomsen, in a niche to the left of a tomb. 
Pres. loc.: Notlocated. 


IKM 

App. crit.: Twayiu) x(at) M(apia) Thomsen. 
Twa)x(t)u 

Joachim. 


Comm.: See App. 14*. 
LDS 
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App. 16*. Lintel with cross and Greek letters 


Right half of a monumental lintel decorated with a cross within a wreath. Above the 
arms of the cross are the letters alpha and omega and, below the arms, are two rosettes. 
Meas.: h ca. 1 m, w ca. 1.5 m (max). 


Findspot: In secondary use in the outer, eastern wall of the Umayyad Building II, 


over which the Turkish city wall was built (Area XI of Mazar's excavations). 
Pres. loc.: In situ, in the Archaeological Garden. 


AQ 
Apa wpeya 
Beginning and end. 


Comm.: Assuming that the 
wreathed cross marked the axis 
of the lintel, this must have stood 
over a monumental entrance, 
probably of a church or monas- 
tery located in this area. 





Photo: Peleg, in: Temple Mount Excavations II ph. I. 126. 
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App. 17*. Greek building (?) inscription in a sanctuary of St. Isaias, 7-8 c. (?) 


Two-line inscription, carelessly engraved, above a niche (58 cm high, 42 cm wide, 32 
cm deep, 1 m above the floor of the apse) cut in the apse of a chapel created in the 
Late Byzantine or early medieval period out of an Iron Age tomb. The letters are of 
irregular height and shape. Lunate sigma, w-shaped omega, v- and u-shaped upsilon. 
Meas.: h 10, w 53 cm (inscribed area). 


Findspot: In the apse of a chapel made out of Tomb 22, on the eastern slope of 
the Kidron Valley, in the area of Kafr Silwan; now in possession of the Franciscan 
Custodia. 

Pres. loc.: See findspot. 


oe ví V = + C P UJ | bi M ] A 


App. crit.: żxtúny te iep® 
Wright; x(ettat) tavty T(apos) 
(Dep Ioata mpopytovu or fig. 17* 
c (ómoc) (t)epov ’Ioata npophTtov 

Saint-Agnan, Golubovich. 
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PE xt io8’y tò) «i»ep'ov' Isala | mpod[y]tou 
The sanctuary of the prophet Isaias was erected (?). 


Comm.: The reading above was suggested by A. Papadopoulos, quoted by Guthe, 
and followed by Abel. Eight tombs of the Iron Age open in this part of the slope 
(Ussishkin nos. 20-27). Five of them were occupied by hermits who destroyed the 
burials and carried out modifications to adapt the tombs to habitation or prayer. 
The third tomb from the north (Ussishkin no. 22) consisted of an outer and an inner 
chamber separated by a wall pierced by three openings, which made it into some- 
thing resembling a Late Byzantine iconostasis. A large cross was carved beside the 
apse. The cross above the inscription was placed there by the Franciscans when the 
Custody purchased the site and transformed Tombs 22-24 into a church. Vincent 
(Jérusalem antique, 1912, 64, n.2) reports Arab and Syriac graffiti in the tombs, and 
Clermont- Ganneau mentions a painted Syriac inscription in vertical lines (appar- 
ently a Christian Palestinian Aramaic inscription) in one of the tombs reused as 
chapels (ARP I 322). In fact, a Kufic graffito was copied in Tomb 23 by Vincent - 
Abel (Jérusalem nouvelle, 858 fig. 353) and is reproduced by Ussishkin (137 fig. 105; 
cf. 141), but his survey failed to discover additional inscriptions. The CPA inscrip- 
tion and the Kufic graffito together point to a frequentation on the site in the 6-8 c. 

Papadopoulos, quoted by Schick, dated the chapel to the 8 c., a date implicitly 
accepted by Milik, who located Isaiah’s shrine of the Early Arab period (7-10 c.) in 
this complex (J. T. Milik, RB 67, 1960, 366 no. 18). On the other hand, Vincent and 
Abel dated the hermitages and the inscription to the Middle Ages, not earlier than 
the 13 c., when legends of the prophet Isaiah’s burial in Siloe became popular. The 
niche would have hosted supposed relics of the prophet’s body. Ussishkin (346-58) 
dates the hermits’ occupation to two periods: the Byzantine (4-7 c.) and the Cru- 
sader period (12-13 c. and possibly also 14 c.). He reaches no conclusion about the 
date of the inscriptions, except for a Latin inscription surely medieval and for the 
Kufic graffito, which he dates to the second half of the 7 c. on oral information by 
Miriam Rosen Ayalon (357). He hints to a possible chronological link between the 
hermits’ occupation, attested by the inscriptions, and some Byzantine tombstones 
found in this area (nos. 991, 1003, 1008). However, Ussishkin (357 n. 19) also quotes 
Hanauer’s opinion that the Greek inscription was a forgery, made by a noted 19- 
c. forger on behalf of the Muslim owner of the cave (J.E. Hanauer, Walks in and 
around Jerusalem, 1926, 352f.). 


Bibl.: H. Guthe, ZDPV 13, 1890, 233 (ed. pr.). - J. Rendell Harris, Sunday School Times 1889, 643 
(non vidi); C. Schick, PEQ 22, 1890, 17f. (dr.); id., ZDPV 13, 1890, 228; W. M. F. Petrie, PEQ 22, 
1890, 157 (dr.), 329; P. de Saint-Agnan, Saint Francois et la Terre Sainte 6, 1897, 419-30 (non vidi: 
sketches republished by Bagatti and Ussishkin); G. Golubovich, Serie cronologica dei reverendis- 
simi superiori di Terra Santa, 1898, 251 n. 4; Th. F. Wright, PEQ 37, 1907, 162; Thomsen I no 23; 
Vincent - Abel, Jérusalem nouvelle, 859 fig. 356 (dr.); Abel, DACL 2359; B. Bagatti, La Tierra Santa 
24, 1949, 58f. fig. 2; id., L'église de la Gentilité, 1968, 187f. fig. 80; D. Ussishkin, The Village of 
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Silwan, 1993, 117 fig. 87; 133f. fig. 100; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 177f. - For a description of the 
complex, see L. Vincent, Jérusalem antique, 1912, 63f.; Ovadiah, Corpus 93f. nos. 79-82 pl. 40; D. 
Ussishkin, The Village of Silwan, 1993, 116ff., 129-36 figs. 97-104; 136-41 figs. 105-15. 


Photo: Schick, PEQ 22, 1890, 17 (dr.). 
LDS 


App. 18*. Greek epitaph, Early Arab period 


The inscription is incised on a roughly dressed stone, under a large cross. Round 
letters, lunate sigma, v-shaped upsilon. 
Meas.: h 103, w 55, d 13 cm; letters 3-4 cm. 


Findspot: Unearthed by local workers somewhere on the Mount of Olive. No de- 


tails on the precise findspot were known to Clermont-Ganneau. 
Pres. loc.: SBF Museum, Jerusalem. 


(cross) 
ETA®YTH 
EXTIOAYKE 
OXZXIOXHIIIO 
XKEIEPEY> 
KENOYKTI 
MATOX®A 
NENAO > 
ANTEAOY 


Etap tH | (mevtyxo)ot sj ó Txar los 
Tooymols xal tepeds | x'arvoð 
xtl<a>|nato¢ halvev't'og | àvy£Aou 


The righteous Joseph, (who was) also a 
priest of the new foundation of the “Ap- 
peared Angel”, was buried on the day of 
Pentecost. 


Comm.: Clermont-Ganneau judged the 
inscription very late, because of the vul- 
gar spelling. The legend of the apparition 
of an angel to the Virgin to announce 
her forthcoming death was located on 
the Mount of Olives, but in Clermont- 
Ganneau’s opinion the chapel erected to 
commemorate it was not earlier than the 8 c. and possibly later (see nos. 828-830). 
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Bibl.: Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, RAO 5, 1902, 164-9, 389 (ed. pr.). - Thomsen I no. 158; H. Lec- 
lercq, DACL 14,1, 1939, 272f.; Bagatti, Flagellazione 19f. no. 17. 

Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 
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App. 19*. Marble fragment in secondary use in the Holy Sepulchre 


Two letters engraved on the back of a tassel of white marble reused in the Cosma- 
tesque pavement of the rotunda in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. 


Findspot: In the Cosmatesque pavement of Apse 16 of the Anastasis, the southern 


apse of the rotunda. 
Pres. loc.: Not located. 


[- -JPO[- -] 


Bibl.: V. Corbo, Il Santo Sepolcro di Gerusalemme, 1982, 147 (ed. pr.). 
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App. 20*. Greek liturgical quotation on colonnette 


Colonnette of red mizzi stone, with inscription engraved vertically. Lunate sigma; 
the xi made of three parallel horizontal strokes in noteworthy. 
Meas.: h 124 cm, Ø 18 cm; length of inscription 83 cm; letters 4 cm. 


Findspot: Found in the grounds of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. 


Pres. loc.: Museum of the Greek Patriarchate. 
OXYKATIKOYMENIAMAPTOAHESEATETE 
"Oc'or xat nx oüuev'or GuaptoN ol’ eer Gere. 
All you, catechumens (and) sinners, go out! 


Comm.: Abel suggested that this formula was peculiar to the Jerusalem Church. 
In John Chrysostom’s and Basilius’ liturgies, the usual formula for the exit of those 
who had not yet been baptized, before the celebration of the Eucharist, was “Oot 
xatnvovmevol mpo£AOere. 

Thomsen dated the inscription to the 7 c., but this shape of xi, used in the classi- 
cal and early Hellenistic period, did not come back into use until a very late date, far 
beyond the limits of our project. Moreover, the Museum of the Greek Patriarchate 


holds also a twin of this colonnette, of 
the same reddish mizzi stone and al- 
most identical in shape and size, which 
bears a vertical inscription in Latin: 
DOMINOSOUSARES SANTA BAR- 
BARA. It seems likely that the two pil- 
lars are a couple, and the use of Latin for 
the second inscription points to a me- 
dieval date. A famous church dedicated 
to St. Barbara was located at Abud, a 
village northwest of Jerusalem with a 
flourishing Greek Orthodox Christian 
community in the Early Arab, medieval 
and later periods, up to this day. The 
two pillars were probably taken from 
the ruins of that church and brought 
to Jerusalem by a member of the Greek 
clergy. All the data above indicate that 
the colonnette with the Greek inscrip- 
tion is late and does not originate from 
Jerusalem. 


Bibl.: F.-M. Abel, RB 34, 1925, 579 no. 5 (ed. 
pr). - SEG 8, 219; H. Leclercq, DACL 13,1, 
1937, 834; Thomsen II no. 63 A; Bieberstein - 
Bloedhorn 2, 210. - On Abud and the church 
of St. Barbara, see A.M. Schneider, Oriens 
Christianus 30, 1933, 155-9; B. Bagatti, SBF 
10, 1959/60, 185-96; id., Samaria, 2002, 142-8. 


Photo: A. and N. Graicer. 
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Instrumentum domesticum, Roman period 


App. 21*. Fragment of glass beaker with Greek 
inscription, mid-1 c. CE (before 70) 


Fragment of green glass with mould-blown inscription. Only three letters survive. 


Findspot: In the area excavated by the Palestine Exploration Fund in the Ophel in 
1928; seemingly found in a cistern in Field 9, east of the path going down to the 


Siloam pool. 
Pres. loc.: Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, inv. no. 1933.235. 


KATI- -] 
Kat[ayatpe xal evdppatvou] 
Enjoy and make merry. 


Comm.: In the preliminary reports of the Palestine Exploration Fund excavations in 
the Ophel in 1928 there is no mention of an inscribed glass fragment, but among the 
finds in a cistern in Field 9 the excavator mentioned half of a “Hellenistic lachryma- 
tory” (Crowfoot 163) that may be identical to the fragment of glass from the Ophel 
now at the Ashmolean Museum. Two fragments ofa similar glass vessel at the Flagel- 
lation Museum, of unknown provenance, bear the same inscription. F. Manns (SBF 
31, 1981, 247 no. 4 = SEG 31, 1459) identified the fragments as part of a well-known 
type of glass beaker, to which he assigned a Hellenistic date, quoting for comparison 
A. von Saldern - B. Nolte, Glaser der Antike, 1974, 162f. no. 453. However, Harden, 
who catalogued this type of glass with mould-blown inscriptions, dated the entire 
family to the 1-2 c. CE. The production centres were probably in Syria or Cyprus. 
More examples of these beakers were added by Harden, Matheson and McClennan, 
and dated to the 1 c. CE or, even more precisely, to the years 50-100. Three fragments 
of this type of green beaker, 8 cm high and 7.3 cm in diameter, with the inscription, 
Katayatpe xal edpatvov, were discovered in Jerusalem: the present one, another one 
in the Jewish Quarter excavations, in a pre-70 context (Israeli 94f. ph. and dr.), and a 
third in the excavations at Binyanei Ha-’Umah (Israeli 91). 


Bibl.: D.B. Harden, JRS 25, 1935, 173 (ed. pr.). - Thomsen II no. 219 B. - For this type of glass, 
see D.B. Harden, JRS 25, 1935, 163-86; id., Syria 24, 1944-1945, 81-95; S. B. Matheson, Ancient 
Glass in the Yale University Art Gallery, 1980; F. Manns, SBF 31, 1981, 245-8; M.C. McClellan, 
Journal of Glass Studies 25, 1983, 71-8; Y. Israeli, Made by Ennion, 2011, 91-101. For the PEF 
excavations in the Ophel (City of David), see J.W. Crowfoot, PEQ 61, 1929, 9-16; 75ff.; 150-66; 
Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 3, 28f. 
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App. 22*. Glass jug with Greek inscription, mid-1 c. CE (before 70) 


Mould-blown jug of light green glass, distorted by fire and lacking the upper part. 
Inscription arranged in two rows within a tabula ansata under the handle of the 
jug. Round letters, w-shaped omega. 

Meas.: h 14.6 cm (max). 


Findspot: In a niche in the eastern wall of the Fresco Room (F 3) in the Palatial 


Mansion, on the eastern edge of the Upper City, facing the Temple Mount. 
Pres. loc.: Israel Museum, Jerusalem, inv. no. 3974. 





KRUG CNMWN 


OOK) SS MGS 
RR NS s / 


APO) SSOOO MOEA 





ENNION 
EIIOIEI 


fig. 22*.2 
"Evwv(cy | ¿roler 


Ennion made (it). 


Comm.: For this type of mould-blown glass vessels and their date, see App. 21*. 
The discovery of this jug among the burned remains of the house, which was de- 
stroyed in the conquest of the Upper City in August 70 CE, confirms the dating of 
the glass vessel, made by the Sidonian artist Ennion, to the first half ofthe 1 c. orat 
least before the beginning of the Roman siege of Jerusalem. A jug of the same class 
with the same inscription, purchased in New York, was purportedly found in the 
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vicinity of Jerusalem. It is now at Haaretz Museum, inv. no. MH 120058 (Y. Israeli, 
Journal of Glass Studies 6, 1964, 34f.; ead., Journal of Glass Studies 25, 1983, 67). 


Bibl.: N. Avigad, The Upper City of Jerusalem, 1980, 107f. figs. 95£., 117 (ph. and dr.) (ed. pr., 
Hebr. - Id., Discovering Jerusalem, 1983, 107f. figs. 95f., 117 (ph. and dr); id,. The Herodian 
Quarter in Jerusalem, 1989, 70ff. (dr.); Y. Israeli, Journal of Glass Studies 25, 1983, 65-9; M.C. 
McClellan, Journal of Glass Studies 25, 1983, 72, 76; Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 339; Küchler, 
Jerusalem, 557 fig. 302 (dr.); Y. Israeli, Made by Ennion, 2011, 18f. - On the Palatial Mansion 
in the Upper City, see N. Avigad, The Herodian Quarter in Jerusalem, 1989, 57-76 (plan at 57); 
Bieberstein - Bloedhorn 2, 339f. 


Photo: Israel Museum, Jerusalem (ph.); Avigad, 1980, 108 fig. 96. 
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App. 23*. Latin stamp on Western terra sigillata, 1 c. CE (?) 


Potter's stamp in the shape of planta pedis on a fragment of terra sigillata ware. 


Findspot: In Warren's excavations 1867-1870. CIL and Thomsen located the find 
spot in the Ophel (City of David), but Chester states that this specific fragment was 
found elsewhere. In 1867 Warren excavated south of the Temple Mount and in the 
City of David, and in 1867-70, south of the Siloam Pool: see map in NEAEHL 2, 
1993, 702. 


Pres. loc.: Unknown. 

CAMVRI 

C. Amuri or Camuri 

(Workshop) of C. Amurius or of Camurius. 


Comm .: Three planta pedis stamps on terra sigillata with a similar inscription were 
found in Beth Shean in the 1920s (J.H. Iliffe, QDAP 2, 1932, 126 no. 15; id., QDAP 
9, 1942, 39). The first was read by Iliffe as Camyri; he judged the name to be south 
Gaulish and tentatively dated the ware to the Tiberio-Claudian period. The other 
two were read as C. Amuri, based on some examples by the same potter in which 
there seems to be a dot after C. Iliffe lists C. Amurius among the Italian potters 
who produced terra sigillata in Arretium: he would have been active in the late Au- 
gustan and early post-Augustan period, ca. 15-20 (Iliffe, QDAP 6, 1938, 19, 27; cf. 
H. Comfort, JAOS 58, 1938, 48ff.; A. Hahnle, RE Suppl. 3, 1918, 95). However, the 
name could be Camurius: a gens Camuria originating from Attidium in Umbria 
produced some important personages in the 1-2 c. CE (PIR?, C 381-382; W. Eck, RE 
Suppl. 14, 287f., 4 a). The Camurii could have owned a workshop producing terra 
sigillata — or a libertus ofthe family could have operated one - in the late 1-early 2 c. 
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A fourth example of the same stamp (unpublished: personal communication from 
Sh. Agady) was found in the Hebrew University excavations at Beth Shean, im- 
pressed on a plate of typical WTS. 


Bibl.: CIL 3, 6656 (ed. pr.) from G. J. Chester in: W. Morrison (ed.), The Recovery of Jerusalem, 
1871, 481 (fig.). - Thomsen I no. 236. 


LDS 


App. 24*. Latin inscription on Italian terra sigillata lamp, Early Roman period 


Italian terra sigillata lamp, with Latin inscription running along the edge of the 
round base. 
Meas.: h 5.8 cm, length 15 cm, handle 9.5 cm. 


Findspot: On Mount Zion, on the site of Dormition Abbey. 
Pres. loc.: Collection of the German Institute (in 1921). 


GALERIVS 

Galerius x 
ER, 

Galerius. Se) S 





Comm.: Probably the 
name of the potter. fig. 24* 


Bibl.: G. Dalman, ZDPV MN 9, 1903, 21f. no. 6 figs. 21-22 (ed. pr). - Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, 
RAO 6, 1904, 168; Thomsen I no. 221. 


Photo: Dalman 1903 fig. 22 (dr.). 
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App. 25*. Latin stamp on imported amphora handle, 1 c. BCE-1 c. CE 


Rectangular stamp enclosing a two-line inscription; small wedge-shaped dots are 
used as abbreviation and separation marks. On its left, an additional stamp, round, 
featuring an anchor. Three examples of the same stamp were discovered, only one 
of which (a) was complete. 

Meas.: h. 2 cm, w. 8 cm. 


Findspot: All found in surface in the City of David. 
Pres. loc.: (a) Once in Fr. G. Kloetzli's collection, Flagellation Convent, since lost; (b) Rockefeller 
Museum (P.A.M. P.3588); (c) IAA collections. 
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MeTVCCIeLeFeTRO 
GALEONIS 
App. crit.: [- Mar]ci L(uci) f(ilii) 


Tro|[fimi] Leonis Thomsen; X. IV. CI. L. 
F. TRO|CALEONIS Saller. 





fig. 25*.1 
M(arci) Tucci L(ucii) f(ilii) 
Tro(mentina) | Galeonis 


(Workshop) of Marcus Tuccius Galeo, son of Lucius, of the Tromentina tribe. 


Comm.: The first exemplar that came 
to light, in 1923, was (b), broken at the 
left end and misread by Thomsen, who 
even dated it to the Byzantine period. 
The second, (b), intact, was published 
by Saller but again it was misread. 
The third, (c), is a mere fragment of 
the left end of the stamp, but does 
not belong to the same handle or 
even to the same vessel as (b). D. 
Ariel restores the reading and cites 
additional exemplars of this stamp, 
found in Italy, France and Egypt. 
The workshop that produced the 
vessels seems to have been active in 
southern Italy (Brindisi region?) in 
the late 1 c. BCE or early 1 c. CE. 





Bibl.: (a) S.J. Saller, SBF 21, 1971, 162 no. 2 
figs. 1,3; 2,1 (ed. pr); (b) Thomsen II no. 
240 A (ed. pr.) from R.A.S. Macalister - 
J.G. Duncan, PEF Annual 4, 1926, 194 fig. 
208; (c) D.T. Ariel, Excavations at the City 
of David 2, 1990, 77f. (ed. pr.). - Cf. M.H. 
Callender, Roman Amphorae, with Index 
of Stamps, 1965, 192 no. 1187. 





fig.25*4 


Photo: IAA; Macalister - Duncan 194 fig. 208; Ariel 1990, 77 (ph. and dr.). 
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App. 26*. Latin stamp on amphora from an imperial workshop, 1 c. CE 


Ellipsoidal stamp on the handle of an amphora of type Dressel 2/4, enclosing a two- 
line inscription. A and R are in ligature. 


Findspot: In the Jewish Quarter, in the Herodian Quarter, Area M. 
Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem. 


EXFIGLIN 
CAESARIS 


Ex figlin(is) | Caesaris 
From the potteries of Caesar. 


Comm.: A very rare stamp (only six exemplars dis- 
covered to this day, five of them in the West), indi- 
cating that the amphora originated from a workshop 
owned by the emperor. Manacorda dates it to the 1 
c., under the Julio-Claudian or the Flavian emperors, 
and suggests that the amphorae bearing this stamp 
were made in a wine-producing imperial estate, and 
contained superior wine presented by the emperor to 
important personages. The amphora from Jerusalem 
was found in the Herodian Quarter, an aristocratic 
neighbourhood of wealthy mansions, and although it 
was uncovered in earthworks, not in a clear stratigra- 
phy, a date prior to Titus’ conquest of Jerusalem in 70 
is highly likely. 








fig. 26% 


Bibl.: D. Manacorda, in: D. Pupillo ed., Le proprieta imperiali 
nell Italia romana. Economia, produzione, amministrazione, 2007, 267-91 (ed. pr. from a ph. in 
N. Avigad, Discovering Jerusalem, 1983, 202f. fig. 249). 


Photo: Avigad 1983, fig. 249. 
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App. 27*. Latin stamp on imported amphora handle 
Rectangular stamp on amphora handle, enclosing an inscription set in a single line. 
A dot separates the names. No other details. 


Findspot: Slopes of City of David. 


Pres. loc.: Once in Fr. G. Kloetzli’s collection, Flagellation Convent, since lost. 
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MENA.METELLI 


Mena Metelli 





(Work) of Menas, (slave) of Metellus. fig. 27* 


Bibl.: S. Saller, SBF 21, 1971, 163 no. 3 figs. 1,2; 2,2. 


Photo: Saller 1971, fig. 1,2. 
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App. 28*. Latin stamp on imported amphora handle 

Rectangular stamp on amphora handle, enclosing an inscription set in a single line. 
Dot after the abbreviated praenomen. No other details. 

Findspot: Slopes of City of David. 


Pres. loc.: Once in Fr. G. Kloetzli's collection, Flagellation Convent, since lost. 


M.ATIOLEI 


App. crit.: ATIOLLI Saller, but the ph. shows 
E. 





M(arci) Atiolei fig. 28* 


(Workshop) of Marcus Atioleus. 


Comm.: A Calabrian amphora found at Brindisi bears a stamp with the inscription 
M. ATOLEI (CIL 15,1 6079, 60; M.H. Callender, Roman Amphorae, 1965, 177 no. 
1031). The exemplar from Brindisi was reported to Mommsen by a local dilettante, 
without visual documentation. There is little doubt that our exemplar was pro- 
duced by the same potter and allows a better reading. 


Bibl.: S. Saller, SBF 21, 1971, 163 no. 4 figs. 1,4; 2,3 (ed. pr.). 


Photo: Saller 1971, fig. 1,4. 
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App. 29*. Latin stamp on imported amphora handle 


Ellipsoidal stamp with pointed ends on the handle of an amphora, enclosing an 
inscription set in a single line. No other details. 


Findspot: Slopes of City of David. 
Pres. loc.: Once in Fr. G. Kloetzli’s collection, 
Flagellation Convent, since lost. 


VCRIO 


Bibl.: S. Saller, SBF 21, 1971, 163 no. 5 figs. 1,5; 
2,4. 





Photo: Saller 1971, fig 1,5. 
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App. 30*. Latin stamp on imported amphora handle 


Rectangular stamp on amphora handle, enclosing four letters set in a single line. 


Findspot: Palestine Exploration Fund excavations in the Ophel (City of David). 
Pres. loc.: Unknown. 


HARI 


Comm.: 3 c. according to Thomsen. 





Bibl: Thomsen II no. 245 D (ed. pr. from 
R.A.S. Macalister - J.G. Duncan, PEF Annual 4, 1926, 191f. fig. 206, 2). 


Photo: Macalister - Duncan fig. 206 (ph.). 
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App. 31*. Latin stamp on imported amphora handle 


Rectangular stamp on amphora handle, broken at the right end. 


Findspot: Mount Zion, south of the Coenaculum (en-Nebi Daud, David's Tomb). 
Pres. loc.: Once at the museum in Notre Dame de France; now lost. 
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LEVGE [- -] 


App. crit.: L(ucii) Euge[nii -] Germer-Durand, Thomsen. 
L. Ev( ) Ge[n(ialis?)] 
(Workshop) of Lucius Ev(?) Genialis (2). 


Comm.: Germer-Durand restored the potter's name 
as Lucius Eugenius, but this is unlikely, for Lucius is 
a Roman praenomen, and Eugenius is a cognomen 
of Greek origin: a libertus or new citizen would not 
adopt a praenomen without a nomen gentilicium. An amphora from the Esquiline 
in Rome (CIL 15,2, 3452; M.H. Callender, Roman Amphorae, 1965, 152 no. 847) 
bears the stamp of a L(ucius Ev( ) Gen(ialis?), the owner of the workshop. Dated by 
Thomsen to the 3 c. Mommsen (CIL) assigned no dating. 





fig. 31* 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, EO 9, 1906, 132 no. VII (ed. pr.). - Thomsen I no. 240. 
Photo: Germer-Durand 1906, 132 no. 7. 


LDS 


App. 32*. Latin stamp on imported amphora handle, 2 c. 


Sunken rectangular stamp with letters in relief, on amphora handle. 


Findspot: Silwan. 
Pres. loc.: Once at the museum in Notre Dame de France; now lost. 


LATINI 


App. crit.: [Pa]latini? Germer-Durand; Latini 
Vincent; Latini or L. Atini Callender. 


Latini or L. Atini. 


(Work) of Latinus or (Workshop) of 
Lucius Atinius. 





fig. 32* 


Comm.: A similar stamp is listed by 

Callender (Roman Amphorae, 1965, 149 no. 810). It was impressed on an amphora 
found in the area of Diocletian's Thermae in Rome (CIL 15,2, 3478). No details 
are given about the type of amphora, the place of the stamp (neck, handle, body?) 
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or even if it was a complete amphora or a fragment. The name Latini appears on a 
brick from the workshop of Domitia Lucilla the Younger (CIL 15, 1091 and cf. p. 
274), active from 123 to 155 (cf. App. 33*). Potteries of great houses could produce 
containers for the products of the estate as well as bricks and tiles. If we are dealing 
with the same potter, as it seems likely, the stamped amphora can be dated between 
123 and 155. 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, EO 11, 1908, 79 (ph.) (ed. pr.).- L. Vincent, RB 17, 1908, 411 no. 4; 
Thomsen I no. 239. 


Photo: Germer-Durand 1908, 79. 
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App. 33*. Latin stamp on Italian mortar, first half of 2 c. 


Rectangular stamp impressed on the edge of a mortarium, erroneously described 
by Germer-Durand as “une large écuelle .. la gamelle réglementaire des soldats ro- 
mains”. 


Findspot: In the excavations of the Augustine Fathers of the Assumption on the 
slopes of Mount Zion, now in the grounds of St. Peter in Gallicantu. 
Pres. loc.: Once at the museum in Notre Dame de France; now lost. 


MDPFLS 


App. crit.: M(arcus) D(omitius) P(ublii) 
f(i)l(iu)s Germer-Durand. 


M(yrtili) D(omitiae) P(ublii) f(iliae) 
L(ucillae) s(ervi) (opus). 


(Work) of Myrtilus, slave of Domitia 
Lucilla daughter of Publius. 


Comm.: The potter is known from tiles 
(CIL 15, 1037) produced in the work- 
shop of Domitia Lucilla the Younger, 
Marcus Aurelius’ mother (PIR? D 183), fig. 33* 
called Publii filia or Veri (wife of Mar- 

cus Annius Verus), to distinguish her from her mother, Domitia Lucilla Cnei filia, 
the Elder, who owned the figlina before her daughter inherited it. The workshop of 
Domitia Lucilla the Younger was active between 123 and 155 or 156, and Myrtilus 
must have worked in the earlier part of this period, for he was already at work un- 
der Domitia Lucilla the Elder. His name is mentioned in full on products of both 
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workshops (CIL 15, 1036 and cf. pp. 270f.). Both workshops used mostly round or 
lunate stamps, but sometimes also rectangular stamps (cf. CIL 15, 1015, 1017, 1040), 
on bricks and tiles produced for the market. But their production was not limited 
to building material, for the present object is clearly a mortarium (Steinby), perhaps 
used by the Roman army. Interestingly, this object may belong to the stage of oc- 
cupation of Jerusalem that antedated the foundation of Aelia Capitolina. 

Thomsen II quotes J.H. Iliffe, QDAP 6, 1938, 41, who mentions an Arretine 
potter named Myrtilus who produced terra sigillata in the early Augustan period 
(cf. RE XVI, 1152-66); but there is no evidence that potters who produced terra 
sigillata also made kitchen ware. 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, EO 11, 1908, 78 (ph.) (ed. pr.). - L. Vincent, RB 17, 1908, 410f. no. 3 
pl.II,1; J. Offord - H.H. Clifford Gibbon, PEQ 1911, 97; Thomsen I no. 237; II no. 237. - Cf. M. 
Steinby, in: A. Giardina - A. Schiavone eds., Merci, Mercati e scambi nel Mediterraneo, 1981, 
242. 


Photo: Germer-Durand 1908, 78. 
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App. 34*. Stamp on Syrian mortar, 3-4 c. 


Fragment of mortar rim with a two-line stamped inscription within a rectangular 
frame. Lunate sigma. The small vertical line after the sigma, typical of the stamps 
of this potter, is supplied by Hayes. 


Findspot: Among the surface debris in the excavations of the Augustine Fathers of 


the Assumption, now in the grounds of St. Peter in Gallicantu. 
Pres. loc.: Once at the museum in Notre Dame de France; now lost. 


EPMOT 
ENOYX 


‘Epuoy|évous. 
(Workshop) of Hermogenes. 


Comm.: A well-known type of Syrian mortarium, whose production is dated to the 
3-4 c. Other fragments of similar mortaria, some of them bearing the name of the 
same potter, were discovered in many sites in Greece, Syria, Palestine and Egypt. 
For a list of the sites in Palestine, see Hayes, 343f. 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, EO 9, 1906, 133 no. 9 (ed. pr.). - Thomsen I no. 259; J.W. Hayes, Hes- 
peria 36, 1967, 344 no. 72. 
LDS 
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App. 35*. Two stamps on a Syrian mortar, 3-4 c. 


Two fragments, possibly belonging to the same mortar; both have on the rim an 
identical stamped inscription of two lines within a rectangular frame broken on 
both ends. 

Meas.: h 3 cm; letters 1.2 cm. 


Findspot: (a) in two pieces: no. 3139 in one of the caves in the southwestern corner 
of the excavation (Cave 37), the other, no. 2252, in Cistern 61, at the eastern edge 
of the excavated area of the Roman-Byzantine village see Saller 1957, 140 fig. 27 
(plan). NB: Saller mistakenly writes “Cave 27” instead of “Cave 37” thorough the 
book. (b) Saller’s no. 2251, in Cistern 61. 

Pres. loc.: SBF Museum, Jerusalem (Flagellation Monastery), SF 961-962. 


(a) [..JAIAN[] 
[.]TY[--] 
(b) [...JAIAN[] 
[.JTY[--] 


App. crit.: AIAIT(O)Y Saller; [-]IAI[- | - JTY[-] Hayes. 


(a) [Tov]Atav[é] | [ed] tU[y<e>1] 
(b) ['Tou]Atav[é] | [e9]ro[y«e»u] 


Julian, good luck! 


Comm.: The reading was restored by Father T. Vuk of the Flagellation Convent 
(unpublished paper), based on a better-preserved fragment from Sheikh Zuweid 
published by S. Ben-Arieh (‘Atiqot Hebr. Series 7, 1974, 94 no. 3 pl. 29, 4). 


Bibl.: S. Saller, Excavations at Bethany, 1957, 256, 268 fig. 52 no. 2252; pl. 123 b, 1 (nos. 313942252) 
and 2 (no. 2251) (ed. pr.). - Cf. id., SBF 2, 1951/52, 144f.; id., SBF 3, 1953, 29 fig. 14; J.W. Hayes, 
Hesperia 36, 1967, 343f. no. 68. 
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App. 36*. Greek stamp on a roof tile, 2-3 c. 


Broken roof tile of trapezoidal shape, tapering toward the bottom, lacking the up- 
per left corner and the lower right corner along with the entire base. A Greek ret- 
rograde inscription is stamped parallel to the upper edge. The letters are in relief 
within a shallow rectangular depression. Lunate sigma. 

Meas.: h 39 (max.), w 42, d 2.1-2.5 cm (tile); h 5.7, w 25 cm (stamp); letters 4.5-5.1 cm. 
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Findspot: In the bakery excavated by E. Mazar at the foot of the western wall of the 
Temple Mount enclosure, near the southwestern corner (Area VII), in the filling 
beneath the upper floor of the southeast room (Locus 7063). 

Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem; E. Mazar material, reg. no. 334e. 


IOYAIX 
TovAt<o>¢ 
Julius. 


Comm.: The size of the impression is 
exceptionally large: no Roman or Byzan- 
tine stamp impressions found in our re- 
gion are more than 11 cm long, and most 
are smaller. However, stamped tiles with 
impressions of comparable size were 
found in secondary use in the Jewish cat- 
acombs of Monteverde (G. Filippi, Mon- 
umenti Musei Gallerie Pontificie. Bollet- fig. 36% 
tino 11, 1991, 77 fig. 2). The inscription 

on our tile must have been impressed with a wooden stamp, for a metal or stone 
one of this size would have been excessively heavy, and a pottery one compara- 
tively fragile. Wooden stamps for tiles were in use in Roman military workshops, 
as well as in Byzantine brick factories (D. Barag, Bonner Jahrbiicher 167, 1967, 253; 
G. Brodribb, Roman Brick and Tile, 1987, 118ff.; C. Mango, AJA 54, 1950, 19 n. 
1). The present tile must have been manufactured in a private workshop. Private 
production of bricks and tiles is known in the Byzantine period (cf. App. 52*), but 
rare in the Roman period. An example of privately produced roof tile with a Latin 
inscription was discovered at the legionary camp of Tel Shalem (G. Foerster, oral 
communication); another comes from Ramat Rahel (see App. 37*). 

Although examples of exports are known, bricks and tiles were usually pro- 
duced not far from the place where they were employed, especially if there was 
no sea or river nearby that permitted transport by water (Steinby). Most likely the 
tile was produced in the Jerusalem area; however, the lack of a local parallel, the 
similarity in stamp size to the Roman examples, and the Latin name of the manu- 
facturer, all suggest that Julius was not a native but a veteran soldier who, having 
learned the job in the army, had opened his own workshop in or near Jerusalem. 





Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: Temple Mount Excavations IV 235-8 (ed. pr.). - Cf. M. Steinby, in: A. Giar- 
dina - A. Schiavone eds., Merci, mercati e scambi nel Mediterraneo, 1981, 237-45. 


Photo: Temple Mount Excavations IV 235 fig. 12,1 (courtesy of E. Mazar). 
LDS 
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App. 37*. Latin stamp on a roof tile, 2-3 c. 


Three letters in relief within a rectangular depression. 
Meas.: h 2.1, w 3.5 cm; letters 1.5-1.8 cm. 


Findspot: In the Roman bathhouse at Ramat Rahel, Stratum III. 
Pres. loc.: Not located. 


IVL 
Iul(ius) or Iul(ii) 
Julius or (Workshop) of Julius. 


Comm.: The stamped tile was discovered to- 
gether with tiles bearing the stamp ofthe Tenth 
Legion, and is therefore dated to the building fig. 37* 
stage of the 2-3 c. It must have been manufac- 

tured in a private workshop that seemingly supplied the army, for the bathhouse 
was built with military bricks and tiles. For a stamp with a similar name, but writ- 
ten in Greek, and found in similar military surroundings, see App. 36*. 





Bibl.: Y. Aharoni, Excavations at Ramat Rahel I, 1962, 26 pl. 23,9 fig. 19, 2. - On the Roman 
remains at Ramat Rahel, see Y. Aharoni, NEAEHL 4, 1993, 1266. 


Photo: Aharoni 1962 pl. 23,9 fig. 19,2. 
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Instrumentum domesticum, Byzantine period 


App. 38*. Stone stamp for eucharistic bread 


Stamp of soft Jerusalem limestone with an oval basis and a knob handle. Four-line 
inscription beginning with a cross and surmounted by omega on the right; the sur- 
face is chipped in the spot where the corresponding alpha should have been found. 
The letters are deeply engraved (1-2 mm deep). Some tiny holes are drilled on the 
surface, forming a kind of frame that skirts the edge of the basis. Lunate sigma, 
w-shaped omega. 

Meas.: Ø 6 x 4 cm; letters 0.8-1.4 cm. 


Findspot: Unknown. 
Pres. loc.: In 1978, Antiquarium Gallery in Jaffa, no. D-965, owners Dennis and Nurit Pinkus. 
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Q 

(cross) AT 
ATO QHOY 
HNOII 


App. crit.: “The omega-like mark 
is probably a sign ofthe begin- 
ning of the text and not a charac- 
ter" Ovadiah. 





[Apa] wuéya | Ay(ia) | A(vd)e (acis), G(poc) | ()e(x)f(poc) 9(9)9 | 3(p.G)v 
(c)óm(oc). 


Beginning and end. Holy Anastasis, mountain (and) tomb of God our Saviour. 


Comm.: Stamps of this type, probably used to stamp bread for eulogiae or for the 
Eucharist, are not uncommon in the region: Bagatti published a similar one, from 
Nebo (SEG 28, 1441). In spite of the fact that the provenance of the artefact is un- 
known, its material and inscription point to Jerusalem as its origin. Although the 
reading proposed by Ovadiah is doubtful, the mention of the Holy Anastasis, i.e., 
the Church ofthe Holy Sepulchre, seems certain, and "the mountain of God" would 
be the Golgotha. Tóroç in the sense of “tomb” is common in funerary inscriptions 
of the region (e.g., CIJ 882; SEG 40, 1488; several examples from Caesarea, see CIIP 
IT). Possibly the stamp was in use in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. 


Bibl.: A. Ovadiah, SBF 28, 1978, 142ff., pl. 24,1 (ed. pr.). - On liturgical bread stamps see G. Ga- 
lavaris, Bread and the Liturgy, 1970. 


Photo: Ovadiah 1978 pl. 24,1. 
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App. 39*. Eulogia of a sanctuary of St. Elizabeth at 'Ein Kerem 


About one-third of a moulded disk of light brown clay. In the central part, remains 
of a picture showing a tower-like building (or a staircase) surmounted by a cross. 
A Greek inscription, of which only 17 letters remain, run alogn the border, 1 cm 
wide. Lunate sigma. 

Meas.: @ ca. 8 cm (restored); letters 5-6 mm. 


Findspot: Area XV, south of the Temple Mount enclosure, in a room to the east of 
the courtyard of the “Monastery of the Virgins” (Locus 15019: see Temple Mount 
Excavations II 14, 25-8 pls. 1,1; L2; 1,4). 

Pres. loc.: Hebr. Univ. Inst. Arch., Jerusalem; Mazar material, reg. no. 1902. 
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fig. 391 fig. 39.2 
- OT IAKYAIIOTHXKATA - - - 
[(cross) EvA]oyia K(upio)u àmó cfc xatalpuyis tHe ay(ias) EAtoa Be] 
A blessing of the Lord from the refuge of Saint Elizabeth. 





fig. 39*.3 fig. 39*.4 


Comm.: The eulogia was identified and the inscription restored through a similar 
eulogia found in the Bobbio collection (A. Grabar, Ampoules de Terre Sainte, 1958, 
44 pl. LVI (ph); Temple Mount Excavations II pl. 1,19, 5 [dr.]). The two eulogiae were 
not made in the same mould, but the picture was probably similar: a soldier pursu- 
ing a woman with a child in her arms, while an angel above points to a rock beside 
the woman. It is a representation of the legend of St. Elizabeth’s flight, a development 
of the story of the Massacre of the Innocents (Mt 2, 16), which is told in the apocry- 
phal Gospel of James. According to the 2-c. apocryphal, Herod's soldiers came to 
the mountain village (later identified by Christian tradition with ‘Ein Kerem) where 
Elizabeth lived with her baby son, the future Baptist. Elizabeth fled from the pursu- 
ing soldiers and was saved by the miraculous opening of a rock in the mountainside 
(Protoevangelium Jacobi 22, 3, ed. E. Amman 262ff.; cf. Baldi, Enchiridion 46f. n. 2). 
A cave where Elizabeth hid with baby John is mentioned in two parchment docu- 
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ments of authentication of relics from the Holy Land, dated to the 7 or 9 c. (Bagatti 
1947, 20; Bagatti, Santuario 23). A church dedicated to St. Elizabeth at “Ein Kerem is 
mentioned in the Georgian Calendar (Garitte, Calendrier 314), but it is not certain 
whether it should be identified with the place of her flight. The church of the refuge is 
explicitly mentioned for the first time in 1106/7 by the Russian pilgrim, Abbot Daniel 
(Baldi, Enchiridion, 46f. no. 46). Bagatti (1948, 24f.) identifies the holy place of the 
refuge of St. Elizabeth with the Church of the Visitation, which was erected in the 12 
c. above a cave transformed into a venerated site in the Byzantine period (5-7 c., see 
no. 851). However, another tradition locates the hiding place of Elizabeth and John at 
‘Ein el-Habis (Meistermann, Guide 443f. and see no. 975). The eulogiae of the refuge 
of St. Elizabeth were probably given out to pilgrims who visited the holy place at 'Ein 
Kerem - a venerated cave or a proper sanctuary - in the Byzantine period, for the 
fragment was unearthed in a layer not later than the early 7 c. and the eulogia in the 
Bobbio collection was dated by scholars to the 6 c. 


Bibl.: L. Di Segni, in: Temple Mount Excavations II 121f. no. 4; pl. L19, 4 (ed. pr.). - SEG 53, 
1863. - On the origin and early date of this type of eulogia, see B. Bagatti, La Terra Santa 20, 1, 
1947, 19ff.; id., Santuario 22-5, pl. 12 ph. 25; A. Grabar, Ampoules de Terre Sainte, 1958, 14; G. 
de Jerphanion, La voix des monuments, 1930, 159. 


Photo: Archive of B. Mazar, by courtesy of E. Mazar; Grabar, pl. LVI. 
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App. 40*. Ampullae of the Holy Sepulchre 


Ampullae made of lead, tin or an alloy of the two, sometimes silvered (mistakenly 
described as silver ampullae, Lambert 217 n. 37), with a flattened body, round con- 
vex faces and a small neck. One or both faces bear scenes pertaining to the cruci- 
fixion and/or the resurrection. One of the commonest subjects is the aedicule of 
the Holy Sepulchre under a ciborium in a resurrection scene with myrrhophorae 
and angel. An inscription runs around the rim and sometimes another, shorter, 
appears in the middle, above the scene. These ampullae are ascribed to the 6 c.; 
some of them are supposed to have been brought from Jerusalem by the former 
consul Leontius who sent them to Pope Gregory the Great in 598 (Gregorii Papae 
Epistulae VIII, 33, MGH Epist. II, 35f.). The documents at Monza indicate that the 
ampullae ofthat collection were donated by Queen Theodolinda (died 625). Grabar 
(32) suggests that both those of Monza and of Bobbio were brought from Palestine 
by the Piacenza Pilgrim, who visited the Holy Land ca. 570: Piacenza is the city 
nearest to Bobbio. The representation of the Holy Sepulchre seems to be realistic 
and to reflect the actual appearance of the holy place in the 6 c. When given to or 
acquired by pilgrims, the ampullae contained a small quantity of oil, given as a 
"blessing" (evAcyia), the gift of brotherly love presented to visitors in monasteries 
and churches. In the case of the ampullae of the Holy Sepulchre, this oil was sup- 
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posed to have come into contact with a piece of the wood of the True Cross, which 
had been discovered by Constantine’s mother Helena and was preserved in the 
Martyrium. In patristic literature the True Cross is described as the “life-giving 
wood”, and Christians believed that oil that had come into contact with a piece of 
this wood could effect miraculous cures. 

As the ampullae are treated collectively, we give no findspot or pres. loc., although 
the largest number is found in the Monza and Bobbio collections. The main variants 
of the inscriptions are presented below (only text and translation). The sigma is al- 
ways lunate and the omega w-shaped; the diphthong OY is usually in ligature. 
Meas.: h 8-11 cm, 2 5-8 cm, d 2- 3 cm. 


(a) (cross) "EAsov údov Cofjc Tv &ylev X(pu)o0 TóTwv 

(b) (cross) "EAatov údov wfs tv &ylov tot X(pıoTo)ð tot! 
(c) (cross) "EAatoy údov wfs t&v &ylcv Tob X(ptov0)0 tommy 
(in the middle) Avéat(y) <> K(og)toc 

(back) ‘O K(pto)c wot xai 6 0eóc pou 

(d) (cross) EvAoyia Kuptou t&v åyiwv X(pıoTo)ð tómtov 

(in the middle) Avéot<y> ó Küptoc 

(back) (cross) "EAatov údov wfs tv &ylov X(pwrv0)0 vónov 
(e) (cross) EvAoyia K(upto)u vGv aylwv vómov 

(in the middle) Avéot<y> ó Küptoc 

(f) "EAatov údov tois t&v &ylev X(piu)o0 tómGV 

(in the middle or on the back) (cross) ’Euuavunr wed? uv w Bews or 6 0(ó)c 
(g) (cross) Euuavuhà ueb Gv à bews 

(back) (cross) EvAoyia Kupiou vGv &ylov TóTwV 

(back, in the middle) Avéoty 

(h) (cross) ’Euyavuna nel nudv à bews 

(back) (cross) "EAsov £UAou gots tæv &ylov TóTwv 

(i) (cross) "EAatov £0Xov wfs 60x; yovtoc &y &p& xal badon 
(j) (cross) EvAoyia Kuplou vv ayiwy TóTwv 


(a) Oil of the wood of life from the holy places of Christ. 

(b) Oil of the wood of life from the holy places of Christ. The Lord has risen (cf. Lk 
24, 34). 

(c) Oil of the wood of life from the holy places of Christ. The Lord has risen. My 
Lord and my God! (Jn 20, 28) 

(d) Blessing of the Lord from the holy places of Christ. The Lord has risen. Oil of the 
wood of life from the holy places of Christ. 

(e) Blessing of the Lord from the holy places. The Lord has risen. 

(f) Oil of the wood of life from the holy places of Christ. Emmanuel, God is with us 
(Mt 1, 23). 

(g) Emmanuel, God is with us. Blessing of the Lord from the holy places. (The Lord) 
has risen. 
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(h) Emmanuel, God is with us. Oil of the wood of life from the holy places. 
(i) Oil of the wood of life that leads on dry land and sea. 
(j) Blessing of the Lord from the holy places. 


Bibl.: H. Leclercq, DACL 1, 2, 1722-47; Thomsen I nos. 215-216, 218-219; G. Celi, Cimeli bobbiesi, 
1923; B. Bagatti, SBF 4, 1954, 300ff.; A. Grabar, Ampoules de Terre Sainte (Monza-Bobbio), 
1958; C. Lambert - P. Pedemonte Demeglio, Antiquité Tardive 2, 1994, 205-31. 
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App. 41*. Ampullae of the Holy Zion (?) 


Lead ampullae, silvered, similar in shape to the ampullae of the Holy Sepulchre but 
featuring the episode of the incredulity of St. Thomas and bearing a quotation of Jn 
20, 28. The scene described in Jn 20, 26-29 (in which Jesus appears to the apostles 
after the resurrection and has Thomas touch his wounds, so that he might believe) 
took place in the Coenaculum, traditionally located in the Church of Holy Sion 
(NEAEHL 3, 1993, 778). Conceivably these ampullae belonged to that church. How- 
ever, a church dedicated to St. Thomas also existed in 6-c. Jerusalem; cf. nos. 860, 
App. 43*. Two types of this ampulla are known, (a) with one inscription and (b) with 
two inscriptions. For a third type (c), showing the Holy Sepulchre in front and Christ 
among the apostles on the back, with the quotation of Jn 20, 28, see App. 40* (c). 


(a) (cross) 'O Kuptds uov x(ai) 6 Beóç uov 
(b) (cross) "EAatov údov wfs tv dyiwy X(pıoto)ð tónwv (in the middle) ‘O Küpióc 
wou x(at) 6 0eóc wou 


(a) My Lord and my God! 
(b) Oil of the wood of life from the holy places of Christ. My Lord and my God! 


Bibl.: O.M. Dalton, Byzantine Art and Archaeology, 1911, 624 fig. 399; Thomsen I no. 217 (a); 
A. Grabar, Ampoules de Terre Sainte (Monza-Bobbio), 1958, 37 no. 10 pl. XLIILI (b); 24ff. no. 9 
pls. XIV-XV (c). 
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App. 42*. Ampulla of the Ascension Church (?) 
Among the ampullae of the Bobbio collection, one represents the Ascension: the 
Virgin surrounded by apostles in prayer, surmounted by Christ enthroned. The 


inscription, fragmentary, runs around the edge. 


[(cross) ’Euplavuna ue0 uv ó 0[(e6)c] 


Emmanuel, God is with us (Mt 1, 23). 
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Comm.: The scene may hint that the eulogia was given out to pilgrims at the Church 
of Ascension on the Mount of Olives. 


Bibl.: A. Grabar, Ampoules de Terre Sainte (Monza-Bobbio), 1958, 38 no. 14 pl. XLIV, 1 (mistak- 
enly labelled Ampoule 13). 
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App. 43*. Greek inscription on processional cross 


Bronze disc enclosing a cross with four equal arms ending in curls, most likely 
part of a processional cross. In correspondence with the upper, left and right arms 
of the cross the disc has semicircular projections adorned with incised crosses. In 
correspondence of the cross foot is a handle to fix the disc at the end of a staff. An 
incised inscription, opening with a small cross, runs around the frame. The letters 
have notable apices and the nu has a knotted middle bar; sigma is lunate; the omega 
is w-shaped and adorned with an inner cross. 

Meas.: h 13.5; w 10.5 cm. 


Findspot: Near Jerusalem (?). 
Pres. loc.: Collection Chandon de Briailles 





fig. 43*1 fig. 43*.2 
ATIOYOQMA®OPAHZON 


Aylov Owu Dopdjowv 
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Of Saint Thomas in Phordison. 


Comm.: Although the precise findspot of the cross is unknown, there is no doubt 
about its provenance from Jerusalem or its near vicinity. A church of St. Thomas 
was built under Peter, patriarch of Jerusalem (524-552), as is attested by a Greek 
inscription found in secondary use in the el-Aqsa mosque (no. 860). The Georgian 
Calendar of the Jerusalem Church commemorated the apostle Thomas in the 
church that bore his title “in Prodi” or “in Phordenan” (Garitte, Calendrier 284). 
Abel (RB 33, 1924, 622 no. 55) suggested identifying this site with Kh. Fered, “a 3 
kilometres environ au sud de la gare du Ouády Sourar”: this would be Kh. Farad 
or Horvat Pered, about 5 km south- southeast of the old station of Wadi Sarar on 
the Jerusalem-Jaffa railroad (see Israel Department of Antiquities and Museum, 
List of Archaeological Sites, 1964, par. 99). Kh. Farad is situated more than 30 
km from Jerusalem and in the territory of Eleutheropolis (cf. L. Di Segni - S. 
Gibson, BAIAS 25, 2007, 134f.), and therefore it cannot be the village mentioned 
in the Georgian Calendar; however, Garitte, and at first Milik (1960), accepted 
the identification through a mistaken location of Kh. Farad 3 km west of Jerusa- 
lem. Later Milik came up with a new suggestion: Prodi or Phordenan would be a 
distortion of Pordesaya/Pardesaya, "Gardens", an Aramaic toponym known also 
elsewhere in the Holy Land (cf. Vita Georgii Chozebitae 30, ed. Houze, Analecta 
Bollandiana 7, 1888, 128; G. Reeg, Die Ortsnamen Israels nach der rabbinischen 
Literatur, 1989, 522f.). Milik found the Aramaic toponym in the Palestinian Tar- 
gums, and the Greek form in the inscription of the cross of St. Thomas' church 
and in the Church History of the 14-c. historian Nicephorus Callistus (Historia 
Ecclesiastica XIV, 50, PG 146, 1240), who wrote that Empress Eudocia founded 
an almshouse for 400 lepers in Phordisia (¿v Popdiciots). Milik identified this 
almshouse with the “gerontocomium with a martyrium of St. George" founded 
by Eudocia (Cyril of Scythopolis, Vita Jo. Hesychastae 4-5, ed. Schwartz 204), 
which he located at Sheikh Bader (Giv’at Ram, Biniyane ha-’Umah, see no. 846); 
therefore he identified Phordisia with the western outskirts of Jerusalem and lo- 
cated St. Thomas’ there (MUSJ 37, 1960/61, 138ff.). 

However, Cyril of Scythopolis (Vita Euthymii 35, ed. Schwartz 53) reports that 
Eudocia founded a great number of almshouses and old age homes; therefore there 
are no real grounds for the identification of the "gerontocomium of St. George" 
with the leprosarium mentioned by Nicephorus. Moreover, there is a contradic- 
tion between Milik's location of Phordisia-Pardesaya at Sheikh Bader, and his own 
identification of the Valley of Pardesya of the Palestinian Targums with the Valley 
of Beth ha-Kerem (ancient name of Ramat Rahel), today Baga‘, in the southern 
outskirts of Byzantine Jerusalem (Milik, Biblica 42, 1961, 77-84). The contradiction 
can be solved through the assumption that the toponym Pardesya migrated or was 
extended to the west between the Tannaitic period, to which the more ancient part 
of the Palestinian Targum belong, and the Byzantine period, when the church of St. 
Thomes was erected in Phordesia. In fact, in the late Roman and Byzantine period 
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the Valley of Beth ha-Kerem seems to have been located in the area of today’s Ein 
Kerem (Reeg, Die Ortsnamen Israels, 139f.; TIR 82, s.v. Beth ha-Kerem II), which 
would again locate St. Thomas' in the western outskirts of Jerusalem. Verhelst sug- 
gests locating St. Thomas' on the Giv'at Ram hill, on the site of the Hebrew Uni- 
versity campus. 

St. Thomas was also commemorated on August 23 in a church at Bethphage 
but he was not the titular of this church, which already existed in the first half of 
the 5th c. (cf. J. Wilkinson, Egeria's Travels, 1981, 274). J.E. Zias, Biblical Archae- 
ologist 49/3, 1986, 182-6, located Phordisia of Nicephorus Callistus at Herodium 
(Jebel Furedis in Arabic), but his identification is unlikely. 


Bibl.: C. Mondésert, Syria 37, 1960, 116-9 fig. 1 (ed. pr.). - BE 1961, 71. - On the location of St. 
Thomas' church, see Milik, RB 67, 1960, 577 no. 64; id., MUSJ 37, 1960/1961, 139f.; id., Biblica 
42, 1961, 77-84; S. Verhelst, Proche-Orient Chrétien 54, 2004, 31f. no. 63. 


Photo: Mondésert, 117 fig. 1; Milik, Biblica 42, 1961, 77 (dr.). 
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App. 44*. Cruciform monogram on jar handle 


Cruciform monogram stamped on a jar handle. No other details. 


Findspot: On Mount Zion, in the excavations of the Augustine Fathers of the As- 


sumption, now in the grounds of St. Peter in Gallicantu. 
Pres. loc.: Once in the museum of Notre Dame de France. Now lost. 


®QTHS H 
Oats reo) C 
Photis. G) 


fig. 44* 
Comm.: Dated by Thomsen to the 6 c. Lacking visual documen- $ 


tation, the solution of the monogram must remain in doubt. According to Germer- 
Durand, Photis would be the name of the potter, but this is usually given in geni- 
tive. Could it be a reference to the village of Photis in the Negev? (Horvat Patish, 
Khirbet Futeis, TIR 203). 


Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, EO 14, 1911, 177 (ed. pr.).- Thomsen I no. 246 a. 
Photo: Germer-Durand 1911, 177 (dr). 
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App. 45*. Cruciform monogram on jar handle 
Cruciform monogram stamped on a jar handle. OY in ligature on top of the cross. 


No other details. 


Findspot: On Mount Zion, in the excavations of the Augustine Fathers of the As- 


sumption, now in the grounds of St. Peter in Gallicantu. 
Pres. loc.: Once in the collection of Baron Ustinov. 


OY 
A (cross) A 
N 


| 
TovAtavot A N ^ 


(Workshop?) of Julianus. 


fig. 45* 
Comm.: Dated by Thomsen to the 6 c. 
Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, EO 14, 1911, 177 (ed. pr.).- Thomsen I no. 246 b. 
Photo: Germer-Durand 1911, 177 (dr). 
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App. 46*. Greek monogram on foot of flask 


Fragment of clay flask; on the foot is a square depression enclosing a stamped 
monogram. 


Findspot: On Mount Zion, among the surface 
debris in the excavations in the property of the 
Augustine Fathers of the Assumption (St. Pe- 
ter in Gallicantu). 


MAPKOX 

Maxágtoc? M&pxoc? 

Macarius or Marcus 

Comm.: The photo provided by Germer- 
Durand is almost illegible, so it is impossible 


to check his solution of the monogram. The 
name would refer to the owner of the work- 





fig. 46* 
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shop where the vessel was produced. One would expect a genitive, but cf. App. 
52* (a). 

Bibl.: J. Germer-Durand, EO 9, 1906, 133 no. 10 (ph.) (ed. pr.). - Thomsen I no. 247. 

Photo: Germer-Durand 1906, 133 no. 10. 
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App. 47*. Two Greek stamps on the handles of a jar 


Two oval stamps impressed on the handles of a jar. (a) is lightly impressed on the 
left handle (Lombardi fig. 2 c) and has a single letter; (b) is deeply impressed on the 
right handle (Lombardi fig. 2 d). 

Meas.: (a) @ 2 cm; letter 1 cm; (b) @ 1.7 cm; letters 6-7 mm. 


Findspot: In a room north of the chapel of the Late Byzantine monastery at Domi- 


nus Flevit. 
Pres. loc.: SBF Museum, Jerusalem; not located. 


(a) X 
(b) KE 
App. crit.: (a) x(&pic), x(apietan), x(ploq.a) 


Lombardi. 


(a) x(picua) (2) 





(b) K(úpi)e 

(a) Holy oil (2). 

(b) O lord. 

Comm.: The jar was found broken, but U — —— 
all the pieces were collected, as well as a fig. 47* 


small juglet (8 cm high) that apparently 

lay inside it. Both vessels were made of the same type of clay. The jar was leaning 
onto the north wall of the room, between niches that served as cupboards to the 
east and to the north, which suggests that the two vessels may have served a liturgi- 
cal use, perhaps to hold and decant holy oil. The archaeological context, fixed by 
coins, points to a date between 684 and 785 for the last use of the room. 


Bibl.: G. Lombardi, SBF 7, 1956/57, 167-74 figs. 1, 2, 3 a-b, 4 a-b (ed. pr.). 
Photo: Lombardi 1956/57, fig. 2 c, d. 
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App. 48*. Greek stamp on the handle of a jar 


Cruciform monogram within an oval stamp, deeply impressed on the handle of a 
large jar. 
Meas.: @ 3 cm. 


Findspot: In the Late Byzantine monastery at Dominus Flevit. 
Pres. loc.: SBF Museum, Jerusalem; not located. 


A 
X (cross) E 
M 


App. crit.: eua Lombardi. 
Deula 
(Workshop?) of Semias. 


Comm.: The monogram refers to the potter’s name or more likely the name of the 
workshop’s owner. Lombardi based his reading on the four letters at the end of the 
four arms of the cross, and considered Sema the Greek transcription of the Semitic 
name Shem, but he could cite no example of the use of Shem in Byzantine onomas- 
tics. However, the stem of the cross can also represent iota. There is little doubt 
that the name is Zeuía, genitive of Zeuíac, or Xapeetc, Greek transcriptions of the 
Aramaic name Shammay, which also appears in the forms Zau(u)atoc, Zaueos, 
Lauuatys. See examples from Palestine and vicinity: Waddington 2457; SEG 40, 
1400, 1475; 42, 1429; 48, 1904; Wuthnow, Semitische Menschennamen 104, 107. 


Bibl.: Lombardi, SBF 7, 1956/57, 174ff., figs. 3, 2; 4, 2 (ed. pr.). 
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App. 49*. Greek stamp on the shoulder of a jar 


Cruciform monogram within a round stamp, deeply impressed on the shoulder of 
a large jar. W-shaped omega. 
Meas.: 2 1.8 cm; letters 5-6 mm, cross 8 mm. 


Findspot: In the Late Byzantine monastery at Dominus Flevit. 


Pres. loc.: SBF Museum, Jerusalem; not located. 


Q 
I (cross) N 
A 


App. crit.: Twv or Iwavv(ov) Lombardi. 
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"Twavv(ov) 
(Workshop?) of Ioannes (?). 


Comm.: The monogram refers to the potter’s name or more likely the name of the 
workshop’s owner. Another jar, similar to this one and found in the same monas- 
tery, bears a Kufic stamp (Lombardi 177-81 figs. 3,4; 4, 4). 


Bibl.: G. Lombardi, SBF 7, 1956/57, 176f. figs. 3, 3; 4, 3, 5 (ed. pr.). 
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App. 50*. Greek stamp on foot of bottle 


Foot of a “pointed bottle” of hard, slate-coloured ware, with a dark brown slip over 
both the inner and outer surface. Close to the tip there is an oval impression with 
a Greek eta in relief. 
Meas.: @ 10-11 mm. 


Findspot: Bethany, in a cave in the grove, in the southwestern part of the excavated 
area of the Roman-Byzantine village (see Saller 1957, 140 fig. 27 [plan]). 


Pres. loc.: SBF Museum, Jerusalem; not located. 


Comm.: Saller says that the fragment was found in a purely Byzantine context. 
Therefore it should be dated to the Byzantine phase of the site. Magness (51) dated 
some assemblages from Bethany to the second half of the 6 c. or the early 7 c. 

A similar cone-shaped foot of amphora, with the impression of a horse (Saller 
no. 2662), was found in a similar context. Both stamps have parallels in cone- 
shaped bottles found in the Byzantine monastery of Epiphanius at Thebes in Egypt 
(H. Leclercq, DACL 15,2, 1953, 2198 fig. 11071). 


Bibl.: S. Saller, SBF 3, 1953, 27f. fig. 13 (left); id., Excavations at Bethany, 1957, 225 no. 3095 pl. 
110 d (left). - Cf. J. Magness, Jerusalem Ceramic Chronology circa 200-800 CE, 1993. 
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App. 51*. Greek stamp on Byzantine jug 


Fragment of a vessel of brown ware with a whitish slip, ribbed, 14-19 mm thick, 
with a stump of a handle. Near the base of the handle is a deep impression repre- 
senting a bird in profile facing to the left. Within the outline ofthe body two letters 
are impressed, a kappa and a w-shaped omega surmounted by a horizontal stroke. 


Findspot: Bethany, south of the church to the west (see Saller 1957, 2 fig. 1; 6, fig. 2 
[map and plan]), in a predominantly medieval context. 
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Pres. loc.: SBF Museum, Jerusalem; not located. 
KQ 

K(vpl)o (?) 

To the Lord (3). 


Comm.: Apparently part of a Byzantine jug. No exact parallel is known, but Saller 
quotes a similar impression, found in the Byzantine monastery at Dominus Flevit 
(see App. 47* b). 


Bibl.: S. Saller, SBF 3, 1953, 29f. fig. 14, 3 (left) (ed. pr.). - Id., Excavations at Bethany, 1957, 216 
no. 541 pl. 123 b, 3. 
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App. 52*. Greek stamps on bricks and tiles 


Bricks and tiles stamped with Greek names or letters are found in almost every 
excavated site in Jerusalem where a Byzantine context is detected: in the fillings 
adjoining Constantinian walls at the Holy Sepulchre, south and southwest of the 
Temple Mount enclosure, on the Mount of Olives, in the Kidron Valley, City of Da- 
vid, Tyropoeon, on Mount Zion, in the Mamilla neighbourhood. Seemingly these 
stamped tiles began to appear in the 4 c. but are found also in later assemblages, 
sometimes reused. The petrographic analysis shows that they were made of red 
clay quarried from the Moza formation, mixed with dolomite particles from the 
Aminadav formation (Cohen-Weinberger). They were therefore manufactured in 
or near Jerusalem, probably by different workshops whose owners marked their 
name on some of their production. The impressions are rectangular and usually 
the name is set on two lines. The sigma is always lunate and the omega w-shaped. 
To this day, this type of stamps has been reported only in Jerusalem. As these arte- 
facts are treated collectively, we give no findspot or pres. loc. 

Meas.: h 4-5, w 6.3-9.5 cm; letters 1.5-1.8 cm. Type (d) is smaller: h 2.2, w 3.2 cm. 


(a) EIPH 
NION 
(b) EYTXE 
BIOY 
(c) HPAK 
AOIY 
(d) KA 
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(e) KO 
KY 
(f) AAZA 
POY 
(g) IIOYII 
AIOY 
(b) SIAA 
NOY 


App. crit.: Thomsen I no. 258, misread, belongs to this type. 


(a) Eipy|twv 

(b) Edce|Biou 

(c) 'Hpgax|A«to»u 
(d) KA(au8tov?) 
(e) Kó|x«o»v? 
(f) Aat |pou 

(g) Houm|Atou 
(h) ZiAa|voo 


(a) Irenion; (b) (Workshop) of Eusebius; (c) (Workshop) of Heraclius; (d) 
Cl(audius?); (e) (Workshop) of Kokos (?); (f) (Workshop) of Lazarus; (g) (Work- 
shop) of Publius; (h) (Workshop) of Silanus. 


Bibl.: Ch. Clermont-Ganneau, ARP I 323, 343£; Thomsen I nos. 256-258; R.A.S. Macalister - 
J.G. Duncan, PEF Annual 4, 1926, 108 fig. 98; SEG 8, 223; J.W.Crowfoot - G.M. FitzGerald, PEF 
Annual 5, 1929, 70 pl. 12, 9; 260; Thomsen II no. 256A; S. Saller, Excavations at Bethany, 1957, 
324f. no. 4762 pl. 130 A 1; Bagatti - Milik, Dominus Flevit I 140 pl. 37, 119 fig. 32, 29-30; S. Saller, 
SBF 21, 1971, 163, 165 nos. 6-8 fig. 2, 9-11; V. Corbo, Il Santo Sepolcro di Gerusalemme, 1982, 88 
pl. 24, 7-9; O. Pele, Temple Mount Excavations II 196ff., pl. II, 6; A. Cohen-Weinberger, Temple 
Mount Excavations II 199; G. Barkay - Y. Zweig, in: E. Baruch - Z. Greenhut - A. Faust eds., New 
Studies on Jerusalem 11, 2006, 226, 236 fig. 39; SEG 56, 1898. 
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App. 53*. Greek letters or symbols stamped on tiles 


Roof tiles from Byzantine buildings are sometimes marked with a round stamp enclos- 
ing a single letter, two letters or different symbols. Among the reported stamps are: B, 
©, O, Zor XX, YX. Unlike App. 52* (a-h), some stamps of this type have appeared also 
ina site outside Jerusalem, at Horvat Berachot on the Jerusalem-Hebron road, ca. 9 km 
southwest of Bethlehem (Y. Tsafrir - Y. Hirschfeld, pl. 27; DOP 33, 1979, 291-323 pl. 27). 


Bibl.: R.A.S. Macalister - J.G. Duncan, PEF Annual 4, 1926, 167ff. figs. 170-172; Thomsen II no. 
256 B; O. Peleg, Temple Mount Excavations II, 133f. pl. 1,20, 7. 
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App. 54*. Christian lamps with Greek inscriptions 


Many slipper and channel-nozzle lamps found in Byzantine Jerusalem bear in- 
scriptions in Greek. The variants in spelling, position and direction of the script, 
abbreviations of formulas, use of symbols, are too many to be presented here. The 
subject has been studied in detail by Fr. Stanislao Loffreda (see bibl. below). The 
earliest lamps with Greek inscriptions date from the 5-6 c., the latest from the 
7-early 8 c., after which Christian lamps sometimes bear Arabic inscriptions. Only 
the main formulas are listed here, all from lamps found in excavations, except (i), 
known in many exemplars but none from an excavated site: 


(a) Dis X(piot0)b pévı now 

(b) Bais X(ptot0)b hevt rüctv. Kary 

(c) B&¢ X(ptoto)t. Kadtonepa müc(0v 

(d) Big X(ptat0)b K(upto)u Advme<i> mücty 
(e) B&g X(pıoto)ð h(at)v(er) H(at)v(er) 

(£) Daticdv ue daTy(Gov) 

(g) Auxvágia xara 

(h) Tot &ytov 'HA(a 

(i) THs Oeotdxou 

(j) EtAoyta tis Ocotóxov rel? Hudy 

(k) Apa dueya 

(I) Various letters, standing for 'I(1c00c), &(&c) etc. 


(a) The light of Christ shines for all. 

(b) The light of Christ shines for all. Good (night)! 
(c) The light of Christ. Good night to all! 

(d) The light of the Lord Christ shines for all. 
(e) The light of Christ shines shines. 

(f) Lighten me, lighten! 

(g) Beautiful lamps. 

(h) (Lamp) of Saint Elias. 

(i) (Lamp) of the Mother of God. 

(f) A blessing of the Mother of God (is) with us. 
(k) Beginning and end. 

(1) Jesus, Light, etc. 


Comm. In all likelihood all these lamps were in common use, but types (h), (i) and 
(j) seem to have belonged specifically to a church, and possibly were given out as 
eulogiae to pilgrims or in occasion of special celebrations. 


Bibl.: Thomsen I nos. 223-233; II nos. 227A-D; S. Loffreda, Lucerne bizantine in Terra Santa con 

iscrizioni in greco, 1989; id., in: G.C. Bottini - L. Di Segni - E. Alliata eds., Christian Archaeology 

inthe Holy Land, 1990, 475-500; id., SBF 40, 1990, 357-63; 42, 1992, 313-29; 44, 1994, 595-607. 
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C. Amurius (?) 
Atimetus 

L. Atinius 

M. Atioleus 
Aucissa 
Basiliscus 
Camurius (?) 
Cl(audius?) 
Cocus (?) 
Cyriacus 
Domitia Lucilla 


Domitius Firmus 
Elazar 

Elias 
Elisabeth 
Emmanuel 
Ennion 
Eusebius 

L. Ev[--] Genialis (?) 
Firmus 
Galerius 
Galeo 
Genialis (?) 
Georgius 
Hades 
HARI (?) 
Heraclius 
Hermogenes 
Hilaria 
Ioachimus 
Ioannes 
Iosephus 
Irenion 
Isaias 
Iulianus 
Iulianus 
Iulius 

Iulius 
Latinus (?) 
Lazarus 
Lucilla 
Macarius (?) 


G(ai) Amuri 
Atiunte 
L(uci?) Atini 
M(arci) Atiolei 
Aucissa 
BacUuoxo0 
Camuri 
KA(avdtou?) 
Koxu 
Kuptaxot 


D(omitiae) P(ubli) f(iliae) 


L(ucillae) 
Domitii Firmi 
Aatápou 
"'HAÍa 

"Editon ét 
’Euuavovýà 
’Evviwv 
EvceBtou 

L. Ev[--] Ge - 


Galerius 


Tewpytou 
“Adys 

HARI 
"Hpaxotu (sic) 
"Epuoyévouc 
"EAapía 


"Io&vvou 


Eipnviwv 
"'Icaía 
"IovAiavé 
TovAtavot 
TovAts 
Iul(i-) 
Latini 


Maxáptoc 


App. 23* 
App. 4* 
App. 32* 
App. 28* 
App. 6* 
App. 11* 
App. 23* 
App. 52 (d)* 
App. 52 (e)* 
App. 10* 


App. 33* 
App. 1* 

App. 52 (f)* 
App. 54 (h)* 
App. 39* 
App. 40*, 42* 
App. 22* 
App. 52 (b)* 
App. 31* 

see Domitius 
App. 24* 

see Tuccius 
see Ev[--] 
App. 12* 
App. 3* 

App. 30* 
App. 52 (c)* 
App. 34* 
App. 5* 

see Yehoyaqim 
App. 11*, 49* 
see Yoseph 
App. 52 (a)* 
App. 17* 
App. 35* 
App. 45* 
App. 36* 
App. 37* 
App. 32* 

see Elazar 
see Domitia 
App. 46* 
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Marcus (?) 
Menas 
Metellus 
Myrtilus 
Photes (?) 
Publius 
Semias 
Silanus 
Singareus 
Stephanus 
Theodorus 


Thomas 
M. Tuccius Galeo 


VCRIO (?) 
Yehoyaqim 
Yoseph 


Mápxoc 
Mena 
Metelli 
M(yrtili) 
PUTNS 
Touràiov 
Xeyuía 
Ltravod 
Livyapéou 
Xteddvou 
Ocodwpou 
Oewddpou 
Owuğ 
M(arci) Tucci L(uci) f(ili) 
Galeonis 
VCRIO 
"Ioaxty. 
"Ioc/jmtoc 


App. 46* 
App. 27* 
App. 27* 
App. 33* 
App. 44* 
App. 52 (g)* 
App. 48* 
App. 52 (h)* 
App. 7* 
App. 12* 
App. 10*;12* 
App. 10* 
App. 43* 


App. 25* 
App. 29* 
App. 14*; 15* 
App. 18* 
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